
ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or      Unit 10th Bn The Highland Light Infantry 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
(Erase heading not required) 

Month and Year NOVEMBER 44            Commanding Officer Lt-Col H.P. Mackley O.B.E. 
 

 
Place 

 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1st  Bn still at 619132. Situation normal. Patrol activity. CO to "O" 
Group at Bde HQ 1400 hrs. Details given for 227 Bde to advance on 
MEIJEL 7106 from west if 44 Bde attack on the village was 
successful. Orders received later that night for this op to be 
replaced by advance of 10 HLI and 2 GDNS into houses 300-400 yds 
ahead of them. 

CASUALTIES: 
  WOUNDED 5 
  KILLED  2 
PW:-  5 
REINFORCEMENTS:- 
      NIL 

 2nd  
 
 

1000 

Situation normal. 0930 hrs HLI and GDNS advanced with tank and RA 
support and occupied several houses immed fwd of their posns and no 
opposition was encountered. 
"A" Coy ordered to move fwd to houses 637092 their posns being 
taken over by Coy 2 A&SH. Bn engaged in active patrolling. 
Spasmodic shelling of fwd posns. Some enemy patrols were shot up. 

CASUALTIES:- 
      NIL 
PW:-  3 
REINFORCEMENTS:- 
      NIL 

FIELD 3rd 0600 Situation normal. Active patrolling during night. CASUALTIES:- 1 MISSING 
PW:-    NIL 
REINF:- NIL 

 4th 0600 Situation normal. Active patrolling during night. CASUALTIES:- 1 WOUNDED 
PW:-    NIL 
REINF:- NIL 

 5th 0600 Situation normal. Active patrolling during night. Bn 'O' Group. CO 
warned all Coy Comdrs to be prepared to be relieved by 6 R.S.F. 

CASUALTIES:- NIL 
PW:-    NIL 
REINFORCEMENTS:- 3 ORs 

 6th 0600 Situation normal. Active patrolling during night. 6 RSF began 
taking over from 10 HLI and 2 GDNS at 1230 hrs. Take over completed 
by 1800 hrs. Bn returned to ASTEN 6113. Bn HQ est 620131. 

CASUALTIES:-     NIL 
PW:-             NIL 
REINFORCEMENTS:- NIL 

 7th 0600 Situation normal. Warning order issued for Bn to be prepared to 
relieve 8RS & 6KOSB on 8th Nov in area MOOSTDIJK 6909. 

CASUALTIES:-  1 WOUNDED 
PW:-             NIL 
REINFORCEMENTS:- 4 ORs 

FIELD 8th 0600 Situation normal. Relief of 8 RS and 6 KOSB to begin at 1500 hrs 
and to be completed by 2300 hrs. 1330 hrs Bn left ASTEN for 
MOOSTDIJK. 1500 hrs relief commenced. Bn HQ est at 695096. One Pl 8 

CASUALTIES:-  NIL 
PW:-          NIL 
REINF:-       NIL 
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RS under comd Bn for patrol purposes. Patrols sent out during 
night. 

 9th 0600 Situation normal. Enemy mortaring of fwd posns. Bde Comdr visited 
Bn and advised C.O. to be ready to be relieved next day by 6 KOSB. 
Bn to return to previous location in ASTEN. Take over to commence 
at 1200 hrs and be completed by 2000 hrs. 

CAS:-      NIL 
PW:-       NIL 
REINF:-    NIL 

 10th 0600 Situation normal. Bn relieved by 6 KOSB at 1200 hrs. Bn left for 
ASTEN at 1300 hrs. Bn HQ est 620131. Take over completed by 2000 
hrs. 

CAS:-      NIL 
PW:-       NIL 
REINF:-    26 ORs 

FIELD 11th 0600 Situation normal. Bn still resting in ASTEN. CAS:-    ) 
PW:-     ) NIL 
REINF:-  ) 

 12th 0600 Situation normal. Bde 'O' Gp. Bn to relieve 6 RSF on 13th Nov. 
Relief to start at 1400 hrs and be comp at 2000 hrs. 

CAS:-      NIL 
PW:-       NIL 
REINF:-  2 OFF & 43 ORs 

 13th 0615 Situation normal. Bn 'O' Gp 0900. Details given for relief of 6 
RSF. 1100 hrs Corps Comdr visited Bn and Div Comdr visited Bn at 
1200 hrs. Bn left ASTEN at 1330 hrs to relieve 6 RSF and arrived at 
1400 hrs. Bn HQ est at 637104. Take over completed by 1800 hrs. CO 
decided to form a "BATTLE GROUP" as a nucleus for a future "D" Coy. 
Battle Gp to consist of 3 secs, one from each Coy, each sec to be 
armed with 2 Bren LMGs - 2" Mortar - and one P.I.A.T. Battle Gp to 
be comd by Lieut J D Robinson.  

CAS:-      NIL 
PW:-       NIL 
REINF:-    NIL 

FIELD 14th 0630 Situation normal. Fwd Coys reported some shelling and extensive 
minefields fwd of their posns. Pl of REs att to Bn commenced 
clearing mines in Bn area. Bn warned to occupy MEIJEL as patrols of 
44 Bde reported that enemy activity in this area had apparently 
ceased. One Coy of REs to be in spt of Bn. Axis of advance - Main 
Rd MEIJEL - ASTEN. "C" Coy to occupy area BERG 6907 and 
consolidate. "B" Coy to pass through and occupy MEIJEL followed by 
"A" Coy who was to pass through and consolidate in area DONK 7105. 
"C" Coy on completion of this were to pass through MEIJEL and 
consolidate in area 713066 with patrols along rd to canal. "B" Coy 
patrol entered MEIJEL during night and remained in there. Enemy 
patrols were met in village. 

CAS:-      NIL 
PW:-       NIL 
REINF:-    NIL 

FIELD 15th 0630 Situation normal. Bde Comdr visited Bn at 0930. Bn 'O' Gp 1015 hrs. 
Bn to move into MEIJEL by stages as planned. Bn moved at 1115 hrs. 
First objective occupied by "C" Coy at 1300 hrs. Many mines were 
encountered in this area and were cleared by Bn Pioneer Pl and REs. 
"B" Coy passed through and reached second objective at 1330 hrs. 
"C" Coy passed through "B" and took up posn in area 713066. "A" Coy 
moved up to "C" Coy posn and then passed through MEIJEL to take and 

CAS:-    6 WOUNDED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 



consolidate area DONK at 1700 hrs. Bn HQ est at 708069. Two 
vehicles destroyed by mines. Patrols sent out during night. 
Sporadic shelling of MEIJEL. 44 Bde reached area N of MEIJEL. Enemy 
outposts encountered on west Bank of Canal. 

FIELD 16th 0630 Situation normal. Bde "O" Gp 1500. Bn 'O' Gp 1730 hrs. Bn 'O' Gp. 
"B" Coy to move to area 725066 with fwd pls on west bank of DEURNE 
canal preparatory to crossing canal to link up with adv of 51(H) 
Div from South. One Pl of 'B' Coy took up posn at 716067, rest of 
Coy remained in old location. "C" Coy moved to area 715065 to fill 
in gap between "A" & "B". Shelling of village during night. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  1 OFFR 

 17th 0630 Situation normal. 'B' Coy moved into area 716067. Shelling of 
village during day. 

CAS:-    1 KILLED 
         2 WOUNDED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  6 ORs 

 18th 0630 Situation normal. Patrols attempted to cross canal but as enemy was 
still present, patrols returned. Pioneer Sec shot up by MG believed 
at 729068. 3 casualties. Bde 'O' Gp 1900. Bn 'O' Gp 2100. "B" to 
push fwd 2 Pls across canal to cover construction of bridge next 
morning. Bn to cross bridge when complete and occupy BERINGEN 7506 
and relieve Recce Regt of 49 Div.  

CAS:-    3 WOUNDED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 

19th 0630 Sit normal. "B" Coy pushed two Pls fwd across canal without 
opposition. Recce patrol sent to BERINGEN to contact troops holding 
village. Bde 'O' Gp 1400 (Details given for future Bde adv to 
Sevenum - Op "NUTCRACKER"). Bn to move after last as soon as bridge 
over canal completed. 1945 hrs Bn moved off into BERINGEN, coys by 
march route, tpt to follow on completion of bridge. Bn arrived 
BERINGEN 2130 hrs. Contact patrols between Coys. Bn HQ est at 
748059. Bn 'O' Gp 2000. Remainder of 227 Bde to cross canal 20 NOV 
and adv on SEVENUM by route BERINGEN - track to ACHTERSTE STEEG 
8012 - SEVENUM. 10/HLI to follow up in reserve. Scots Gds Tanks in 
support of Bde. In view of muddy nature of track to be used, Bn tpt 
limited to tracked vehs and 4x4 wheeled vehs. Essential stores from 
other vehs to be loaded on to extra carriers taken from carrier pl. 
Carrier Pl to fight on foot. 

CAS:-    7 WOUNDED 
         1 KILLED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  4 ORs 

 20th  Sit normal. Bn to be ready to follow up 2 GDNS and 2 A&SH. Bn 'O' 
Gp 1330. Details issued for follow up of Bn. Move postponed at 1600 
hrs as bad going held up adv of leading Bn. 1900 Bde 'O' Gp. Adv on 
SEVENUM to be contd next day on 2 Bn front, 10/HLI to remain in 
reserve. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 

 
FIELD 

21st  Sit normal. Bn ready to move in spt of rest of Bde. Move again 
postponed due to bad conditions of tracks, which slowed down 

CAS:-    1 WOUNDED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  13 ORs 



progress of leading Bns. Bde 'O' Gp 1800 hrs. Leading Bns to cont 
adv on SEVENUM. HLI to move up in support. 

 22nd 0630 Situation normal. Bn moved off to concentrate behind 2 A&SH at 
BROEK 8011. Bn HQ est 806115. Bn to be prepared to cross HELMOND - 
VENLO rly and occupy HORST 8318. Bn maintained along very difficult 
track by using carriers and "weasels" to bring up supplies. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 

 
 
 

FIELD 

23rd 0630 Situation normal. 0830 hrs Bn moved off supported by Sqn of Tks 
from 3 Scots Gds and 1 troop of "Flail" tks. Bn reached HORST 8318 
without encountering any opposition by 1100 hrs. Bn HQ est 829186. 
Bn consolidated around northern end of village. Rest of Bde in 
southern part. Bn area heavily shelled at 2030 hrs. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 

 24th 0600 Situation normal. "C" Coy moved fwd to 832203 to cover construction 
of bridge at 833203. Carrier sec went fwd with pioneers to clear rd 
from 832203 to 820210. 1730 hrs Bde 'O' Gp. 2100 Bn 'O' Gp. Bn to 
do right flank protection to Bde advance on TIENRAIJ 8523. Bn to 
occupy EIKELENBOSCH 8521 supported by Sqn of 3 Scots Gds tks and 1 
troop of "Flail" tanks. Order of march:- A, Fwd HQ, B & C, the 
carriers to join in en route. Axis of advance:- track 843203 to 
EIKELENBOSCH. "C" Coy to recce and clear at first light route from 
main rd to this track. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     1 
REINF:-  NIL 

FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 

25th 0630 Situation normal. 0830 hrs Bn left HORST and advanced to 
EIKELENBOSCH 8520 on route indicated. Def posns taken up around 
village. "C" Coy moved fwd to cover rly at 859219. Bn HQ 853209. 
Battle Gp patrolled to woods 8721 and located enemy at 875201. Bde 
'O' Gp 1700 hrs. Outline plans given for next operation. Bn 'O' Gp 
2030. Bn to advance next day to secure MEGELSUM 8625 and MEERLO 
8525 and subsequently occupy BLITTERSWIJK 8727. 2 GORDONS meanwhile 
to continue adv to river area BROEKHUIZEN 8923. Route:- Detour 
round TIENRAIJ to avoid shelling (to be recced by "C" Coy) thence 
up track, recced by night patrols, from 864232 to MEGELSUM. Order 
of march:- "C", "A", Fwd HQ, Battle Gp, "B". Bn supported by Sqn 3 
Scots Gds Tks. Phases of operation:- "C" Coy to occupy GUN 8724. 
"A" to pass through and occupy MEGELSUM 8625. Battle Gp to secure 
left flank by holding MEERLO 8525. "B" Coy to pass through in to 
wood South of BLITTERSWIJK and patrol fwd into town, if 
BLITTERSWIJK occupied attack to be made. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  6 ORs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

26th 0630 Situation normal. Bn advanced on route as detailed above at 0830 
hrs, Recce having already reported MEGELSUM unoccupied. 1200 hrs 
"A" & "C" Coys in posn, rest of Bn moved up to MEGELSUM. Battle Gp 
moved up to MEERLO. Coy of 2 A&SH relieved "C" Coy in Gun. "C" Coy 
moved up to wood 8626 and patrolled fwd to BLITTERSWIJK and found 
small gps of enemy in southern outskirts. B Coy moved up behind 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  NIL 



 
 

FIELD 

wood 8626 where Coy Cmdr carried out recce with CO. Tanks unable to 
move up owing to swampy nature of track. 1600 "C" Coy cleared 
southern part of BLITTERSWIJK and move through to north, taking up 
def posns. "B" Coy moved up and occupied posns in Southern part of 
village. Enemy posts on left flank engaged by tp of tks. 1730 
Battle Gp moved up to posn guarding western approaches. Bn HQ est 
868249. Bn HQ shelled during evening. "C" Coy extended posns after 
dark. Coys patrolled towards river, encountering enemy to NW. 
BLITTERSWIJK heavily shelled during night. Ground near river 
flooded up to depth of 2 ft.  

 
 
 
 

FIELD 

27th  
 
 
 
 
 

1400 

Situation normal. C Coy est OP at 877274 and observed enemy 
movement on east bank of MAAS. B Coy patrol located enemy movement 
and posns covered by wire and minefield west of BLITTERSWIJK. A Coy 
found similar posns between HELLING 8626 and rd WANSSUM - 
BLITTERSWIJK. Bn to be relieved by 2 RUR, relief to commence 1600 
hrs. 
Harbour Party left to recce billets in ASTEN. 2300 hrs relief 
completed at 2330 hrs and moved via VENRAIJ - DEURNE to ASTEN. 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  4 ORs 

 28th  Bn arrived in billets at ASTEN 6113 by 0500 hrs. Bn HQ est 612131. CAS:-    3 WOUNDED 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  7 ORs 

 29th  Situation normal. Bn resting in ASTEN. CAS:-    ) 
PW:-     ) NIL 
REINF:-  ) 

 30th  Situation normal. Bn resting in ASTEN. 
 
 
 
 
                                           H.P. Mackley Lt Col 
                                         Comdg 10th Bn The H.L.I. 
 

CAS:-    NIL 
PW:-     NIL 
REINF:-  3 ORs 
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FIELD 

 
 
 

12th

  
PART TWO                          ADMINISTRATIVE 

 
324282 2ND/LT GORLEY HA (KSLI) posted to WE of 10/HLI from 33 RHU 
and T.O.S. this Unit wef 11 Nov 44 
324306 WS/LT COATES TG (DLI) posted to WE of 10/HLI from 33 RHU and 
TOS this Unit wef 11 Nov 44 

 

 16th  138556 T/CAPT SCOTT AN (HLI) awarded the MILITARY CROSS. 
326363 2/LT TIMMONS M. (HLI) posted to WE of 10/HLI from 2 A&SH and 
T.O.S. this unit wef 15th NOV 44. 
 
 
 
                                           H.P. Mackley LT COL 
                                         COMDG 10th Bn The H.L.I. 
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