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                 CBE, DSO, MC 
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References to Appendices 

WEST 
GRINSTEAD 

1  Censorship instrs amendments issued under 1/10/G(I) Appx "A" 

 2  Letter regarding clearance of mines on rd verges issued under 
85/G(O) 

 "   "B" 

 5  Letter regarding Beach Markings by day and night issued under 
329/G/(O) 

 "   "C" 

 6  Commencement of ops for invasion of the Continent 
Letter concerning accredited war correspondents by Gen Dwight D. 
Eisenhower KCB, Supreme Comd AEF received.  

 
 
 "   "D" 

 7  Letter regarding the issue of Unit Censor Stamps issued under 
1/10/G(I) 
Div Comd, ADC and Adv Party left for the Marshalling Area. Adv 
Party consisted of GSO 2, GSO 3(O)1 and LO 2. 
Letter regarding hostile shelling reports issued under 134/G/(O) 
8 Corps Sitrep Nos 1 and 2 received 

  
 "   "E" 
 
 
 "   "F" 
 "   "FF" 

 8  15(S)Div Standing Orders for Ops issued 
Message O 94 amending above issued 

 "   "G" 
 "   "H" 

 9  8 Corps Sitrep No 3 received 
15 (S) Div Sitrep No 4 issued 

 "   "I" 
 "   "J" 

 10  
2300 

approx 

15(S)Div Standing Orders for Main Div HQ issued 
Orders received for movement of Div HQ to Marshalling Area at 
SOUTHAMPTON 

 "   "K" 

 11 1230 
2100 

Left WEST GRINSTEAD en route for SOUTHAMPTON 
Arrived in Transit Camp SOUTHAMPTON 

 

SOUTHAMPTON 13 1630 Embarked in three LST as follows, LST V 62 HQ RASC, LST V 63 HQ Div 
Sigs and the 'G' Staff offrs who travel in CVs, LST V 64 HQ RA. 

 

ASNELLES 14 2130 Party from LST V 62 landed on "JIG GREEN" beach in area ASNELLES 
(Map 1:50000 sheet YFS) 8786 and proceeded to assembly area near 
BUHOT 8684 where de-waterproofing was begun. 

 

 15 1000 Party as above moved to div conc area  
ST GABRIEL  1200 Div HQ est (less HQ RA) 878795  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
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WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit  153 (Br) Fd Amb  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
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Month and Year APRIL 1945         Commanding Officer Lt Col CBR POLLOCK 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

HOVEL 1. 1200 UNIT COMPLETE AT HOVELMANSHOF. ADS open 
2 i/c Major McCallum left on U.K. leave. 
B.C. 6   Sick 1.   Evac 23 

 

 2  Warning Order received to move 
B.C. 3   sick 18   evacuated 20 

 

 3  No change.  B.C. 3   sick 7   evac 9   held 6  
 4.  Moved in convoy to EMSDETTEN. 1 sec attached to rear Bn re-united 

at night. 
No active operations. 
B.C. 0.  sick 2   evac 2   held 6. 

 

 5.  Battalions ordered to sweep wooded area W of OSNABRUCK believed to 
contain enemy. Recce parties sent ahead by main rd to secure 
billets. One section accompanied each Battalion. No opposition.  
Billeted in deserted German AA Camp at LOTTE 
Sick 2   Evac 2   Held 6 
Three were minor sick and were carried forward. 

 

 6  Capt Walters relieves Capt Dallow 102 A/T Battery on leave. Unit 
moved in Brigade convoy. Opened at SAPELLOH. Brigade resting. 
B.C. 0   sick 1. 

 

 7.  A number of sick D.P.'s were seen & assisted. At 16:30 B Coy was 
fired on. Capt Collihole RASC organised a counter attack. Thirteen 
German O.R.'s one Feldwebel & 1 M.O. were taken prisoner with three 
spandaus & other arms. 
B.C. 0   sick 0 

 

 8  B.C. 0   sick 5   PW 1   evac 11   held 4  
 9  B.C. 0   sick 4   evac 4   RTU 1   held 3  
 10  Unit move to WUNSDORF. B.C. 0   sick 0   held 3.  
 11.  One section attached to each Battalion. 

Brigade group advanced to attack & capture CELLE. ADS closed & 
followed in rear of Bde Group & acted as Motor Amb Relay Post. 
Scots Guards Armoured Regt in support. Move delayed by demolitions 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



& sniping from the forest through which the road runs. Two 
Bulldozers destroyed by Panzer faust rockets. 
Brigade Group harboured on the road overnight. Guards entered CELLE 
during the night. 

 12.  C.O. recced CELLE. Proved to contain about 1800 wounded German 
soldiers. Also 140 political prisoners were located in an 
improvised concentration. These were moved under arrangements made 
by ADMS 15 (S). One section was detailed to supervise their 
treatment. 
ADS opened in a hotel in SCHUHSTRASSE 
Sections remain attd to Battalions. 

 

 13  Brigade group advanced to attack UELZEN. Delay imposed by 
demolitions containing time bombs which exposed RE working parties. 
B.C. 13   sick 15   PW 1 

 

 14  During the night Brigade left the main road at SCHELPLAH and swung 
West, North & North East on fast tracks. The enemy was taken 
completely by surprise & a large number of P.W. taken. The main 
road was rejoined at HOLDERSTEDT. This place was strongly held. A 
brief battle ensued & the Brigade Group suffered forty casualties. 
The three sections amalgamated to form a C.C.P. in a potato shed 
just outside Holderstedt. Evacuation to the rear was impossible as 
the forest track was one-way. Several German houses were taken in 
HOLXEN village one mile to the rear. Here casualties were held 
after treatment at CCP. A section of 194 Fd Amb was sent by ADMS to 
help by looking after these cases. 
Six Abdominals were sent through the forest on Jeeps. 
B.C. 42   sick 14   PW 6 

 

 15  No change in unit locations. 193 Fd Amb opened on main road at 
SCHELPLAH between the front & 153 ADS. 
B.C. 3   sick 3   P.W. 17   Transfd BC 43   sick 7   Evac 74 
R.T.U. 3 

 

 16.  2i/c returns from U.K. leave  
Field 17 1400 

 
1730 
1800 

HQ & A Coy proceed to SCHLOSS HOLDENSTEDT 874848 
B Coy established at 861837 
ADS open 
Admitted  B.C. 2   Sick 6   Evac 8 

 
 
 
DMcC 

 18  
1800 

Locations unchanged 
Admitted  BC 54   Sick 19   P.W. 46   Evac 117   Died 2 

 
DMcC 

 19 1200 
 

1400 
 

HQ & A Coy locations unchanged 
B Coy in support 227 Bde 
One Sect A Coy form car post at BIENENBUTTEL 8509 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

 "    "   "    proceed to LUNEBURG where Lt Col Pollock has been 
appointed SMO of the large group of German & P.W.X. Hospitals in 
the area. Major D.I. McCallum assumes temp command of the Unit. 
Large no. of P.W.X. personnel, mainly British liberated by forward 
troops admitted to ADS in emaciated & poor general condition. Many 
suffering from dysentery 
Admitted  B.C. 25   Sick 133   P.W. 28   Evacuated 174   Died 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 20 1400 HQ & A Coy move to 802280 to form ADS 
B Coy at 809297 
Capt Walters proceeded on UK leave 

 
 
DMcC 

 21 1200 
 
 
 
 

1830 
1800 

Car post est in support of 2 A&SH at 886255 
The Div is now holding the line of the ELBE from opposite LAUENBURG 
(8734) to BLECKEDE (0025) by 46 Bde & from AVENDORF 8035 to 8734 by 
227 Bde. 
Plans being formed for an assault crossing of R ELBE 
ADMS Planning Notes received for guidance. 
Admitted  B.C. 5   Sick 10   P.W. 2 
Evacuation is to 33 CCS at LUNEBURG. 
The hutted camp in which the ADS is now established is an excellent 
site for the future operation as it is on the road that will 
eventually be the main axis across the River Elbe. 
23 FDS has moved a section into the camp area & will be holding 
Divisional sick when open. 

 
 
 
 
DMcC 
App. I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 22 1500 
1800 

23 FDS open. No change in locations. 
Admitted  B.C. 3   Sick 9   P.W. 1. 

 
DMcC 

 23 1800 No change. Admitted  B.C. 1   Sick 7   Evac 11 DMcC 
 24  

 
1800 

The Section of A Coy that has been attached to the OC now SMO 
Luneburg returns to HQ location. 
B.C. Nil   Sick 9 

DMcC 

 25 0900 
 
 
 

1800 

Stretcher Bearer Course (4 days) being run for the three 
Battalions, so that they may have 100% reserve of bearers with an 
elementary knowledge of 1st Aid. 
These men are in rations & accommodation with the Unit. 
Admitted  BC Nil   Sick 5. 

App II 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 26  
 
 
 

1800 

Great care has been taken by forward troops to conceal their 
presence from the enemy on the high right bank of the River & 
intelligence summaries indicate that in this they have been very 
successful. 
Admitted  BC 1   Sick 5   PW Nil 

 
 
 
DMcC 

 27  
 
 

No change in locations. 2i/c attends conference at 33 CCS LUNEBURG 
in which the DDMS of 8 Corps (BRIG MELVIN) together with ADsMS of 
15 (S) Div and 11th Armd Div laid down the plan for the forthcoming 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1630 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

battle in which the first objective is the crossing of the R. ELBE 
by 15 (S) Div - 44 Bde assaulting on the left at ARTLENBURG (MR 
8334) and 227 following up to secure the left flank to area GRUNHOF 
(8238) while 1 Commando Brigade (under command) takes LAUENBURG 
(8734) & 46 Bde follows up & secures the high ground to the North &  
clears the area up to the line of the ELBE-TRAVE Canal. 
When the bridgehead has been secured & bridges thrown across the 
Elbe (Class 40 at ARTLENBURG and Cl 9 at LAUENBURG) 11 Armd Div & 
5th Br Div move through the bridgehead with 5th Div on right & 11th 
Armd on left, the objective being LUBBECK. 
In the initial stages a Coy of 194 Fd Amb will go over in the 
assault on the left & a sect of 21 LT. Fd Amb on the right, each to 
establish a CEP at the L.V.T. unloading point on the far bank. 
Casualties will be evacuated by L.V.Ts to CDPs on the near bank 
formed by 14 L.F.A. Casualties from both bridgeheads will be 
evacuated to this ADS & thence to 33 CCS at LUNEBURG. 
Admitted  BC 2   Sick 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 28 1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

Conference at 227 Bde HQ re movement of men & vehicles across the 
River in the follow up. 
The complete B Coy will cross after the infantry in LVT or storm 
boat - depending on the success of the assault - & vehicles will be  
ferried across as follows: 
a) L.V.T. Ferry - Five Jeeps - 3 high priority 
b) Raft     5 Humber Amb cars 
            3 15 cwts 
Admitted  BC Nil   Sick 11 
B Coy moving in support of 227 Bde 
H Hour is 0200 hrs 29th 

 
 
 
 
DMcC 
App. III 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 29 0200 
0500 

 
0800 

 
1100 

 
 
 

1500 
 

1700 
 

1800 

OPERATION ENTERPRISE commences 
Casualties arriving at ADS in large numbers. The great majority are 
not heavily wounded. 
Capt ANDERSON RMO to 1st Mx attached to ADS for the duration of the 
battle. 
C.C.P. established by B Coy at 838353. 
Opposition has been stiff & long range guns - probably on railway 
at SCHWARZENBEK - have made the landing area most unsatisfactory. 
Nevertheless the operation is developing according to plan. 
O.C. returns from duty as SMO LUNEBURG on instructions ADDMS 2 
ARMY. 
Capt AC HICKS of 119 L.A.A. reports to ADS for eight hour tour of 
duty. 
In thirteen hours the following numbers have been dealt with: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             Battle Casualties   195 
                      Sick        21 
                      POW         44         Total 260 

 
 
DMcC 

 30  
 
 

1800 
 
 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1100 

The attack is developing well & B Coy CCP is now at 812375 
ADS of 194 Fd Amb moves across to JULIUSBURG 
 "   " 193  "  "    "      "   in DUKWs to LAUENBURG 
Admitted  B.C. 49   Sick 23   P.O.W. 56 
Both bridges are now being built & although enemy artillery & Air 
Force are still doing everything possible to hamper the operation 
excellent progress is being made. Large convoys - mainly of 11th 
Armd Div are lining the roads from LUNEBURG to the Class 40 bridge 
at ARTLENBURG but evacuation of casualties is proceeding smoothly. 
Major GH PERCY proceeds from B Coy to assume the duties of SMO 
LUNEBURG temporarily. 
ADS visited by DDMS 8 Corps & Consultant Surgeon to 2 ARMY. 
 
                                         D. McCallum Maj. RAMC 
 

 
 
 
DMcC 
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Field 1  
 
 

1800 

ADS open at 802280 
One Section B Coy at WIERSHOP 8042 
Two    "    "  "   " 806381 
Admitted  B.C. 10   Sick 2   PW 2 
Evacuated 17   Held 1   Died 3 

 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 2 0400 
0600 

 
1800 

HQ & A Coy on wheels waiting to cross R. ELBE at ARTLENBURG. One 
Section A Coy established at ARTLENBURG to relieve C.C.P. of 14 
L.F.A. 
HQ & 2 Sects A Coy at 808418 - CCP open. 
B Coy moving to HOHENHORN 754456 in sp 227 Bde 
Admitted  BC 1   Sick 3   Evac 4   R.T.U. 1 

 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 3 0930 HQ & A Coy move to TRITTAU & establish ADS at 768619 
B Coy in sp of 227 Bde at 757558 

 
DMcC 

Field 4 1800 No changes of location 
Adm.  BC 6   Sick 10   Evac 16 

 
DMcC 

 5  No change. Adm.  BC 3   Sick 13   Evac 16 DMcC 
 6  PWX - mostly emaciated & suffering from varying degrees of 

dysentery & diarrhoea passing through all day. All dusted with 
AL63, great majority cleaned & fed & sent back in transport to 
collecting point. Remainder evacuated through medical channels. 
Admitted  Sick 53   Evac 53 

 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 7  As for 6th. Admitted  Sick 29   BC 1   Evac 30 DMcC 
 

TRITTAU 
8  

1800 
V.E. DAY   Admitted  BC 1   Sick 15   Evac 16 
Thanksgiving Services conducted by Rev D. Cairns. 

DMcC 
DMcC 

 9  A Coy CCP open at 668662 DMcC 
 10  No change in location. Major D. McCallum with staff of a clerk, 

batman & driver proceeds to BAD OLDESLOE 7383 to take over duties 
of S.M.O. from Major Quinn of 5 Div. 

 
 
DMcC 

 11  No change  
 12  A Coy move complete to Bad Oldesloe 7383. 

HQ remains TRITTAU 
DMcC 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
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Sect B Coy at WESENBERG 849848 
Field 13 0900 CO & Orderly Room Staff move to Bad Oldesloe 7383 

HQ & 2 Sections B Coy at WESENBERG 849830 
1 Sect B Coy at TRITTAU 
A Coy at Bad Oldesloe open CCP 

 
 
 
DMcC 

 14  No change DMcC 
 15  Conference of SMOs in 8 Corps held at Medical Branch 8 Corps where 

policy regarding control & organisation of medical aspect of 
Operation Eclipse was discussed. 

 
 
DMcC 

 16  No change DMcC 
 17  No change DMcC 
 

LUBECK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUBECK 

18  HQ complete (with OC & 2i/c) move into Lubeck 
OC takes over duties of SMO LUBECK from OC 141 Fd Amb. 
Major HG PERCY (B Coy) now S.M.O. TRAVEMUNDE 
Capt J. SENIOR (A Coy)  "  " " "  BAD OLDESLOE 
Duties of S.M.O. include general supervision and disciplining of 
German Services (& in some cases civilian) medical establishments & 
personnel, control of supplies - both rations & medical - and the 
rendition to Division & Corps of returns required by them of 
medical staffs, No. of patients, daily & weekly bed stats, 
particulars of S.S. personnel and control of medical dumps found 
within the SMO's area. 
The number of available beds - most of which are occupied - in the 
three areas is as follows: 
   1) LUBECK           12,700 
   2) TRAVEMUNDE        4,500 
   3) BAD OLDESLOE      2,750 
Conditions having changed from wartime to peacetime footing, much 
of the work done will be of a routine nature, including daily 
conferences with German Services Administrative Medical Officer in 
each area, inspections of Hospitals, consolidation of ration & 
medical indents, arranging for transfer of fit cases to PW cage 
etc. 

DMcC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 
 
 
 
 
 
DMcC 

 19  Normal Routine DMcC 
 20     "     " DMcC 
 21     "     " DMcC 
 22 1800 Address by Lord Moran on the future of the Medical Officers in the 

Army, it is improbable that MOs will be demobilised in their 
Age/Service Group. 

 
 
DMcC 

LUBECK 23 1600 
 
Amb train with 580 German wounded aboard arrived at LUBECK Stn to 
be cleared in shortest possible time, and approx 400 Russian 

 
 



 
 
 

2000 

wounded & sick PWX & displaced persons boarded to be moved 
Eastwards to WISMAR 4595 which will eventually be occupied by 
Russian troops. 
Loading & revictualling of train complete 

 
 
 
DMcC 

 24  Routine duties DMcC 
 25    "       " DMcC 
 26    "       " DMcC 
 27    "       " DMcC 
 28    "       " DMcC 
 29    "       " DMcC 
 30  Lt Poulter from B Coy to Div H.Q. to stand in for DADMS who is 

proceeding on U.K. leave. 
DMcC 
DMcC 

 31  Routine duties. 
 
The change from war to peace time organisation, the rounding up of 
the defeated enemy, of P.W.X. and displaced persons, the return to 
France Belgium & Holland of those people who were released during 
the advance and the provision of adequate & reasonable 
accommodation for Russians & Poles, have given rise to many queries 
both administrative & medical which could scarcely have been 
envisaged before the collapse. The work of the Hygiene Section 
attached to us in the past ten days has been necessary & 
invaluable. In each area at the time of taking over, the hygiene 
situation was bad & in the case of Bad Oldesloe when the water main 
had been shattered in several places during a recent Allied raid it 
was particularly bad. 
By & large the German authorities have cooperated well in 
reorganising their Services, but the D.Ps have been difficult to 
control. 
Of the many problems still to be solved one of the most pressing 
medically is the disposal by medical board of thousands of P.Ws who 
though not requiring a hospital bed are not fit to be sent to P.W. 
Cage (e.g. amputated thigh, disseminated sclerosis). The policy 
laid down by Army of reducing issues of medical & ordnance 
equipment to Hospitals to a minimum has been carried out. 
 
                                                  D. McCallum 
                                                           Major 
 

DMcC 
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Thatcham 2.  3 ORs posted. 1 OR taken on strength. WDG 
 7  2 ORs posted. 1 OR taken on strength. WDG 
 9  1 OR taken on strength. WDG 
 10  2 ORs posted. 7 ORs taken on strength. WDG 
 11  40 ton transporter taken on charge from no 29 VRD. 

Trailer 40 ton 24 whld taken on charge from no 11 VRD. 
WDG 
WDG 

 14  1 Hillman Uty 4x2 struck off charge to 227 Inf Bde Wksps 
1 Ford Car 4 str 4x2 taken on charge from HQ REME 15 (S) DIV 

WDG 
WDG 

 16  2 ORs taken on strength WDG 
Denmead 17  Unit moved to Marshalling Camp A.11. WDG 
Gosport 26.  Unit moved to Embarkation Area at Gosport. WDG 

 27  Unit embarked for France WDG 
France 28 2030 Unit landed at Hable de Heurtoi (sheet 7E/5) 900870 WDG 

 29  Unit arrived at harbour (sheet 7F/1) 893786. 
AWD located at 904679. 

WDG 
WD Gannon Major 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War 
Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is 
not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 
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France 1  A.W.D. returned to main workshop. WDG 
" 5  Capt W.C. Kemp posted to HQ 46 (H) INF BDE 

3 OR's posted 
WDG 
WDG 

 6  1 OR posted. 1 OR taken on strength. 
Lt H.J. Matthews taken on strength ex 11 Armd Tps Wksps 

WDG 
WDG 

 7 2230 A.W.D. proceeded to 906679. WDG 
 8  1 O.R. posted WDG 
 9  1 O.R. posted WDG 
 12  1 O.R. posted. 1 O.R. taken on strength. WDG 
 13 0800 Unit moved to 895742 (sheet 7F/1) 

4 OR's taken on strength. 1 OR posted 
WDG 
WDG 

 14  1 OR taken on strength. WDG 
 15 0300 

1500 
A.W.D. rejoined main workshops. 
A.W.D. left unit and opened at 927693. 

WDG 
WD Gannon Major 

France 18 1100 
2300 

AWD rejoined unit 
Residue less 40 ton transporter and one Uty 2 str 4x2 joined unit 

WDG 
WDG 

 20 0700 Uty 2 str 4x2 (Residue) joined unit WDG 
 23 1600 Unit moved to new location (sheet 6F/2) 699700 

40 ton transporter joined unit. Unit complete. 
2 OR's posted. 

WDG 
WDG 
WDG 

 26  7 OR's taken on strength. 1 OR posted WDG 
 27  1 OR posted WDG 
 28  1 OR posted. 1 OR taken on strength. WDG 
 30 2045 Unit moved to 705655 WDG 
 31  2 ORs posted WD Gannon Major 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 
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France 1 0500 Recovery Section under command of Lt Hirst moved forward to 
location 689549. 

 

 2 1400 Unit moved forward to 697549. Unit dug in and workshop open at 
1900 hrs. 

 

 3 0015) 
0210) 

Area near workshop shelled probably by German 105mm guns, slight 
damage was done to the unit instrument lorry, no casualties 

 

 4  Recovery Section moved forward 673508.  
 6  Recovery Section rejoined main workshops  
 12  Three vehicle inspection teams attached to LAD 44 (L) Inf Bde for 

the day 
 

 13  Division came under command of 12th Corps  
 14 1245 

1730 
Unit moved to new sector (sheet 7F/3) location 952597 
Workshop open in new location. 

 

 
France 

15  One vehicle inspection team attached to LAD 44 (L) Inf Bde for the 
day. 

 

 17  Maj-Gen Barber Commanding 15 (S) DIV inspected the unit.  
 19 1400 

1900 
 

2300 

Unit moved to new location 013516. 
Carriers universal received in unit to have Wasp Flame Throwing 
equipment removed. 
The six carriers universal returned to unit the Wasp equipment 
having been removed. 

 

 20 1200 
 

1730 

Unit moved to new location (Sheet 7F/4) 088417. Unit under 4 hours 
notice to move. 
Notice to move cancelled. Workshop open. 

 

 23 0730 
1900 

Unit under 2 hours notice to move from 0800 hrs on 24 Aug 
An AWD consisting of Capt Lacey & 13 OR's attd to HQ 44 (L) Inf 
Bde (Sheet 7F/6) 192378. 

 

 25 1330 Unit moved to new location (Sheet 8F/5) 525605. Scammel b/d 
tractor attd to 15 Recce regt. 

 

France 26 0645 
1730 

Unit moved to new location (Sheet 8F/4) 815713. 
Unit moved to new location 966741 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 27 2100 Report and Recovery Point consisting of Lt Hirst and one Scammel 
and trailer opened at (Sheet 9F/1) 257936. 

 

 28 1500 Unit moved to new location (Sheet 9F/1) 123877  
 29  AWD and Report Centre located at 296920 

Scammel b/d tractor ceased to be attached to 15 (S) Recce Regt and 
located on ferry 3188. 
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B.L.A. 1 1500 Unit moved to new location (sheet 9F/1) 292912  
 2 0900 

1500 
AWD rejoined main workshop 
Telecommunication section attd to 15 (S) Div Signals. 

 

 3  Unit scammels rejoined unit from positions on the River Seine 
bridges 

 

 4 0615 Unit moved to new location 813555 (sheet 10E/1)  
 5 0700 Unit moved to new location (Sheet 5) H 0300  
 7 1400 Unit moved to new location (Sheet 7) 816438  
 8 1600 Report and Recovery Centre established at 018528.  
 9 1500 Unit moved to new location 997562.  
 10 0830 Unit moved to new location 582725 (Sheet 2 scale 1:250,000)  
 13 1600 Report and Recovery Post closed. Detachment rejoined main 

workshop. 
 

 14  One Ford 15 cwt 4x2 taken on charge from 12 Corps O.F.P.  
 15 1300 Unit moved to new location (Sheet 3) K065740. WD Gannon Major 

B.L.A. 17 0900 Unit moved to new location K103835.  
 22 0800 Unit moved to new location E417158  
 28 0800 Unit moved to new location E418187 WD Gannon Major 
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Holland 1 1520 DDME 12th Corps inspected the unit.  
 6 1100 Unit moved to new location E577297 E564222.  
 21  Telecommunication Section rejoined unit.  
 26 0930 

1800 
Unit moved to new location E371262. 
Report and recovery centre opened at E225307 

 

 29 1800 Report and recovery centre closed, and detachment rejoined unit.  
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B.L.A. 2 2000 Capt A. Lacey attached to HQ 44 (L) INF BDE as temporary EME 44 (L) 
INF BDE. 

 

 3 0800 Unit moved to new location E553234.  
 10 1445 Two bombs fell one hundred and one hundred and fifty yards wide 

respectively, estimated 250 kilo. No casualties caused to unit 
equipment or personnel. 

 

 11  Lt C.G. Barber attached to 15 (S) Recce Regt.  
 13  Capt A. Lacey rejoined unit from HQ 44 (L) INF BDE.  
 14.  Col McEvoy (DDME 8th Corps) inspected the workshops.  
 17  Tele. Sec. attached to "M" Sec 15 (S) Div Sigs.  
 27  Capt A McMillan assumed command of the unit in the absence of Maj 

W.D. Gannon on leave. 
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B.L.A. 1  2 Ford Jeeps taken on charge from HQ REME 15 (S) DIV. 
1 BSA 500 cc Solo m/c struck off charge to 3rd line workshops. 

 

 6 1130 Maj. Gen Barber (GOC 15 (S) INF DIV) inspected the workshop and 
billets. He ordered that 'Q' branch 15 (S) Div be approached and 
better billets found for the unit. 

 

 7 1400 Capt McMillan attended an OC's workshops conference at HQ REME 15 
(S) Div. Redistribution of workshop load was arranged. 

 

 13  Capt A.L. Lacey and 2 OR's attended presentation of medal ribbons 
by Field Marshall Montgomery. 

 

 17  Lt Leeming temporary attached to this unit.  
 20  Lt Leeming ceased to be attached to this unit.  
 21  Lt C.G. Barber rejoined this unit from 15 (S) Recce Regt.  
 24  Maj W.D. Gannon posted to X(ii) list. Capt A.L. Lacey posted to 

CEME Adv Base Wksps. 
 

B.L.A. 25  Maj W.D. Gannon rejoined unit.  
 27  Lt Hirst rejoined unit on discharge from hospital.  
 31  Capt L Walker taken on strength from 227 Inf Bde Wksps. One m/c 

B.S.A. Solo 500 cc taken on charge from 46 (H) Inf Bde Wksps. One 
m/c BSA Solo 500 cc struck off charge to 15 (S) Div O.F.P. 
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B.L.A. 4 1100 Maj. Gen Barber (GOC 15 (S) Inf Div) inspected the workshops.   
 17  1st Commando Bde based on this workshop for 2nd line repairs. 

Instructions received to form an AWD to serve 6RSF and 6KOSB. 
 

 21 0500 An AWD consisting of 1 Officer and 24 OR's left unit location and 
proceeded to Grammont (MR scale 1:250,000 Sheet 2 J287486). The AWD 
is attached to HQ 44 (L) Inf Bde. 

 

 26  AWD proceeded to location E162314. AWD ceased to be attached to HQ 
44 (L) Inf Bde and formed units advance party. 

 

 28 0700 Unit moved to new location E162314  
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B.L.A. 4 1030 All officers attended a Div conference at Tilburg.  
 5 1045 

 
1530 
1545 

Recovery point consisting of Lt Hirst, 9 ORs and 2 scammels 
attached to HQ 227 Inf Bde. 
One wireless truck and operators attd to HQ REME 15 (S) DIV. 
40 ton transporter attd to Main HQ 15 (S) Div. 

 

 6 1200 40 ton transporter rejoined unit.  
 15  Recovery point. C.T.B.A. to HQ 227 Inf Bde and attached to 46 (H) 

Inf Bde Wksps. 
 

 16 1000 Recovery point rejoined unit  
 18 0001 Unit proceeded to new location E922523.  
 19 1300 Recovery centre established at E930477 (No.2)  
 21 1400 A second report centre established E910477 (No.3)  
 22 1630 No 3 report centre closed.  
 27 1200 

2000 
Recovery centre closed. (No.2) 
Small Arms Section attached to 46 (H) Inf Bde Wksps at E193304 
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B.L.A. 3 2000 Unit proceeded to new location E.152335  
 5 1545 Unit inspected by Maj Gen Barber C.M. D.S.O. (G.O.C. 15 (S) Inf 

Div) at 46 (H) Inf Bde Wksps location E193304 
 

 6 1200 Small Arms Section rejoined Unit.  
 7  One Austin 3 ton 4x4 struck off strength, beyond local repair, back 

loaded to 3rd line Workshops. 
 

 9  Instrument Section att. to 1st Battn Middx  
 10  Instrument Section rejoined Unit.  
 11  Small Arms Section att. 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps for inspections  
 17 1500 Unit proceeded to new location K./168947. Small Arms Section 

rejoined Unit. 
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B.L.A. 5 0700 
1500 

Unit proceeded to new location A 907887. 
Unit harboured at A 0636. 

 

 6 0600 
1400 
1800 

Unit continued journey to new location 
Unit arrived at new location A907887. 
Report Centre opened at B037908 

 

 7 1800 Report Centre rejoined unit  
 8 1500 Tele Section rejoined unit  
 10 0930 Seven German P.O.W. taken at A 875880.  
 14 0400 Unit proceeded to new location X 596505  
 22  One Austin 3 ton 4x4 struck off charge. One Austin 3 ton 4x4 taken 

on charge from ADOS 15 (S) Div. 
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B.L.A. 2 0400 Unit moved to harbouring area S796394. Workshop closed.  
 6 0700 Unit moved to location S775801  
 26  One Bussing tractor struck off charge to 8th Corps captured vehicle 

park. 
 

 21  Capt. A MacMillan SOS to 227 Wksps. Capt A.D.G. Arch T.O.S. Ex 227 
(H) Inf Bde Wksps. 
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Hove 3  1 Cfn C.T. S.O.S. 
1 Pte Cook (ACC) T.O.S. 

 

Hove 5  1 Pte G.D. S.O.S.  
Hove 6  1 Pte G.D. T.O.S. 

1 WO II Armt Art/Veh to Hosp. & S.O.S. 
 

Cowfold 7  O.C. attended conference at CREME HQ 
Lt. Johnson detached from Unit to CREME Adv Party. 

 

Hove 9  1 Cfn. Veh Mech S.O.S.  1 Cfn. Dvr.Mech T.O.S.  
Hove 10  1 Cfn. I.M.(Fd) S.O.S.  
Hove 15  1 S/Sgt Arm Art (Veh), 1 Cfn. M.Mech & 1 Cfn. Tel.Meoh. T.O.S. 

1 Cpl. Tel.Mech. S.O.S. 
 

Hove 16  Movement Order for move to Marshalling Area received from S.E.C.O.  
Hove 17  1 Cfn. I.M.(Fd) T.O.S. 

First Flight moved to Marshalling Area arrived 17.50 hrs. 
 

A 12 Camp 18 
to 
24 

) 
) 
) 

Unit held in Marshalling Area  

" 25  2 Officers & 22 Men left M.A. for Embarkation Area at 22.30 hrs (1)  
" 26  1 Officer  " 48 Men   "   "    "      "        "    " 17.30  "  (2)  
" 

France 
27  1 Officer  " 79 Men   "   "    "      "        "    " 08.30  "  (3) 

No.1 Party landed Gold Beach 19.00 hrs. 
 

" 
" 

28  No.2   "     "     "     "   09.00  " 
No.3   "     "     "     "   21.00  " 

 

St. Gabriel 
 
" 

29  
 

1415 

No.3 Party joined Nos. 1 & 2 parties in conc area St. Gabriel 06.00 
hrs 
A.W.D. consisting of 2 3-ton, 3 15-cwt and 2 M/Cycles sent forward 
(1 Offr & 16 Men) to Area St. Mauvieu. AWD less 1 Offr and 1 D.R. 
returned to Unit at 21.30 hrs. 

 

" 
" 

30  A.W.D. Standing by for Orders 
1 Pte St/MT to F.D.S. (Sick) & S.O.S. 
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St. Gabriel 2  Repair element of A.W.D. returned to W/S from Le Mesnil-Patry. 
Recovery element forward to area North of Cheux. 

 

" 3  First batch of veh battle casualties received in workshops. 
Tels section attached to Rear Div. 

 

" 4  Lieut. Johnson rejoined workshops from REME Report Centre.  
" 6  Two Veh.Mech O.Rs posted out.  
" 8  One Veh Mech posted out  
" 9  Capt. Hodson forward to Report Centre at Mondrainville. 

ASM AA Veh posted to 46 L.A.D. 
 

" 11 1200 
1700 

Closed Workshop ready to move 
Re-opened Workshop at same location 

 

" 12  Closed Workshop to be at 1 hrs notice to move as from 1330 hrs.  
St. Croix 

Grande Tonne 
13  W/S moved to new location at St. Croix Grande Tonne on Bayeux - 

Caen Road. 
Opened shop at 1330 hrs. 

 

" 
 

St. Croix 
Grande Tonne 

14  Report Centre at Mondrainville closed and Capt. Hodson recalled to 
W/Shop. 
3 Veh Mech O.Rs posted in and 1 Sgt Veh Mech posted out. 

 

" 15  Recced new W/S site found unsuitable. Lt. Johnson sent forward to 
Report Centre South of Bas de Mouen. AWD established on Fontenay le 
Pesnil - Caen near Bolicusse le Perron. 

 

Le Mesnil 
Patry 

18  Recced new W/S site S.E. of Le Mesnil Patry and W/S moved at 1600 
hrs. W/S dug in and opened shop by 2200 hrs. Recovery element moved 
forward to new Report Centre at Mondrainville. 

 

" 19  Two Recovery Vehs from 227 Bde W/S sent forward to assist in 
forward recovery - and programme for clearing forward area of 
crocks commenced. 
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" 20  Two Recovery Vehs from 44 (L) Inf Bde W/S also sent forward to 
Mondrainville to assist recovery. Twelve Wasp Carriers conversions 
commenced. 

 

" 21  One RAOC Strmn O.R. posted in.  
" 22  Wasp conversions completed. Cfn. Cummings and Cfn. McDonald injured 

by bomb explosion. 
 

" 24  W/S closed in readiness to move to new site.  
Balleroy 25 1630 W/S moved to location 1½ miles N.E. of Balleroy, shop opened at 

2030 hrs. 
Lieut. Johnson met with M/Cycle accident. 

 

" 26  1 Veh Mech OR and 1 Turner OR posted in.  
" 27  1 OR Cook posted out.  
" 28  1 Officer & 10 ORs sent to 8 Corps and 30 Corps Rest Camp. New W/S 

site recced and advance party and Stores Section moved 2130 hrs to 
approx 3 miles S.E. Balleroy. 

 

" 29  Remainder of W/S moved at 0530 hrs. 
1 OR I/Mech posted in 

 

Foulognes 30  Advance party moved to new W/S site at Foulognes at 1200 hrs. 
Remainder of W/S followed at 2100 hrs. 
One OR Strmn posted out. 

 

" 31  W/S opened at 1130 hrs.  
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Balleroy Area 1  Took over uncompleted work from 44 Bde Wksp to enable them to move  
 2  1 Cook posted in  
 5  1 Strm Veh posted in  
Hervieux 6  Moved to new area at X rds N of Hervieux. Workshop remained closed 

in readiness for immediate move. 
 

 8  AWD sent forward S of Caumont 704442  
 11  Main Workshops moved to area 714448 and AWD withdrawn to W/S. 

1 Veh Mech, 1 Dvr i/c and 1 T/Mech Fld posted in. 1 T/Mech Fld 
posted out. 

 

 12  Warning Order to move received at 1200 hrs  
Avenay 13  Wksp moved to Area Avenay 952594 at 1200 hrs and opened shop  
 16  1 Cfn. Fitter, 1 Pte Dvr i/c and 1 Cfn D/Mech posted out. 1 V/Mech 

posted in. 
 

 17  Warning Order to move received at 1830 hrs.  
Forest de 
Cinglais 

18  Moved to Area Forest de Cinglais 013515 and opened W/S. 
1 Pte Dvr i/c posted out. 2 Cfn. D/Mechs, 1 Turner & 1 Veh Mech 
posted in. 

 

 19  Recced new Wksp area at Ussey 093414. 2 Cfn V/Mechs posted in.  
Ussey 20  Workshop moved to Area Ussey 093414.  
 22  1 WO II AA/Veh posted in, 1 Cfn. Strmn posted out.  
 23  AWD consisting of 1 Officer, 13 O.Rs with one Scammell sent 

forward under command Bde. One Scammell sent forward under command 
15 (S) Recce. 

 

 24  1 S/Sgt and Sgt V/Mech posted in.  
 25  Wksp moved to Area S. of Vitaumier and harboured for night.  
Landepereuse 26  Wksp moved at 0630 hrs to Landepereuse 8169. Wksp moved at 1700 

hrs to Area Barquet 9872 where shop was partly opened. 
 

 27  Report Centre established at Hendebonville 2786 on W. bank of 
Seine at 2100 hrs. 

 

Venon 28  Moved to Area Venon 1285 at 1530 hrs and opened shop.  
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 29  AWD left Bde and established at MUIDS 3089. Report Centre moved to 
same location. 

 

 30  1 Cpl. Turner posted in  
 31  1 Cfn. Strmn posted in.  
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Muids 1 1500 Moved to Area Muids on R. Seine at M.R. 307894. AWD & Report 
Centre recalled to Wksps. 

 

 2  Order received no A.A. fire during hours of daylight from Sept 3 
until further notice. 

 

 3 2130 Warning order to move to area Hornoy received.  
Hornoy 4 1315 

2359 
Workshops moved to area Hornoy M.R. 8154. 
Attended conference by C.R.E.M.E. Workshop load transferred to 44 
Bde W/S. 

 

Vacquerie 6 2030 Moved to Area Vacquerie 0899 South of St. Pol.  
Wattrelos 7 2400 Workshop moved to Wattrelos N.E. of Lille.  
 8  Workshop established, part in factory part in streets.  
 9  Workshop load taken from 44 Bde Wksps.  
 10  Visit to Wksp by C.R.E.M.E.  
 12  Warning order to be ready to move first light Wed received. Shop 

closed and loaded by 2000 hrs. 
 

 
Averbode 

13  
2130 

Order to move at 0700 hrs received at 1200 hrs. 
Arrived Area Averbode M.R. 0771. 

 

 15 1730 Moved to Station Yard at Gheel M.R. 081591.  
 16  Tractor and 40 trailer loaned to 34 Hy Rec Sect. 

Scammell and Tractor     "     "    "     " 
Scammell and Tractor     "     " 227 Bde EME. 

 

 17 1600 Scammell returned by 34 Hy Rec Sect. 1 Dodge Dk/Dn received on 
loan from No.2 Rec Sect. Workshops Area shelled approx 16 rds 88 
mm, slight damage to vehicles no personnel casualties. 1 I/Mech 
posted to 12 Corps Tps W/S. 1 V/Mech posted to LAD 44 Bde. 

 

 18 1600 Workshops area shelled approx 8 rounds 88 m.m. no personnel or 
vehicle casualties. 

 

 19  Recovered 2 carriers from Gheel Bridgehead area 
12 V/Mechs from 44 W/Shops attached to ease W/Shops load 
1 S/Vech posted to 15 Recce Regt 

 

 20  1 K.L. Mach Lorry on temporary attachment from 44 W/Shops  
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 21  9 Vehs and 15 M/Cycles taken over from 44 W/Shops for repair  
 25  First visit by Div Concert Party  
Eindhoven 26 0900 Workshops moved to Phillips Radio Factory at Eindhoven MR 4118 

1 Turner Cfn. Posted from 34 R.H.U. 
 

 28  1 Strmn Armt Gen Cfn. posted in  
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Helmond 3  Recced area Helmond with CREME in preparation for move to that 
area. 
1 Cpl. Turner posted out 

 

" 4  Moved to area Helmond at 1410 hrs. 1 S/Sgt. Arm Art (Fd) posted 
in. 

 

" 5  Tels Section sent to 227 Bde. Inspection team and washing and 
greasing plant sent to 46 Bde HQ to inspect and service Bde 
equipment. 

 

" 6  1 WO I Arm Art (Veh), 1 Cfn Veh Mech, 1 Cfn. M.Mech posted in.  
" 7 1800 Inspection and servicing of Bde completed.  
" 8  1 Pte Cook ACC posted in  
" 9  6 Veh Mechs, 1 Electrician borrowed from 44 (L) Inf Bde Wksp.  
" 11  1 Cfn Ftr., 1 Cfn Veh Mech posted in.  
" 12  1 Cfn Dvr.Mech, 1 Cpl Veh Mech, 1 S/Sgt. Veh Mech posted out.  
" 14  44 (L) Inf Bde Wksp personnel returned to parent unit.  
" 15  1 Cfn. Veh Mech posted in; 1 Cfn Veh Mech posted out.  
" 19  2 Cfn Dvr Mechs posted in; 1 Dvr i/c posted out.  
" 

Helmond 
20  Workshop moved to new site in Helmond in Van Vlissengen Factory 

preparatory to undertaking Carrier Overhaul Programme. 
 

" 21  Attended conference at 31 Tk Bde HQ on defence of Helmond.  
" 23  5 Carriers U. fitted with Wasp Equipment. 1 Cfn Veh Mech posted 

in. 
Recced defence positions and allocated defence tasks to workshop 
section. 
1 Coy Pioneers and 46 Bde Battle School placed under command for 
this task. 

 
 
 
Op Order for 
Lion Force. 

" 25  1 Cpl Cook ACC posted in; 1 Pte Cook ACC posted out.  
" 26  Carrier Overhaul Programme commenced and workshop turned over 100% 

to Carrier repairs. 
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Helmond 1 to 18 Carrier Repair programme continuing  
Meijel 18 1600 Report Centre established at Meijel 712068  

 23 1500 Report Centre moved to Horst  
 25 2130 Fire occurred in wooden premises occupied by Carrier Repair 

Programme. 20 Carriers under repair lost. Unit vehs lost were one 
I Machy lorry, one KL machy lorry, one Inst. repair lorry, two 3 
ton lorries, five m/cs. All Office Records also lost. Cause of 
fire:- Accident with petrol cooker. 

 

 26  Whole W/S engaged on salvage work after fire.  
Helmond 27  Carrier Repair programme restarted in part of premises occupied by 

44 W/S Helmond 
 

 29  Report Centre moved to Hegelsom MR 8246  
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Helmond 3  Report Centre Recalled to Workshops.  
" 6  Visit to Workshop of Div General.  
" 7  Dvr Mechs Course for 12 men commenced.  
" 9  Salvage drive in Div Area by Recovery Section commenced.  
" 12  Instruction received from C.R.E.M.E. 15 (S) Div to place L/Cpl. 

Fleeson on a charge for negligence in connection with the fire in 
Wksp on 25 Nov 44. Summary of Evidence taken. 

 

" 15  Visit to Wksp by C.R.E.M.E. who instructed Carrier Repair 
Programme to be ended by 24 Dec. 

 

" 16  Workload of 227 Bde Wksps transferred to this Wksp.  
" 17  Completion of transfer of Wksp load from 227 Bde Wksp.  
" 18  Work commenced on 'B' Vehicles from 227 Wksps.  
" 18-31  Normal work continuing.  

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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Helmond 2  Unit Club opened at Ameida Cafe, Helmond  
" 4  Visit by Div Commander and CREME to inspect Workshops.  
" 11  Small fire occurred in premises of Ameida Cafe caused by girl 

employee at the Cafe. 
A Dutchman coming into the unit lines failed to stop on being 
challenged by the sentry and was fired upon resulting in death of 
a soldier standing nearby. 

 

Miegel 14 1200 Recovery Post established at Miegel X Roads.  
Panningen 16  O.C. visited CREME HQ  
Helmond 17  Four Nissen Huts erected on Workshop Site by R.E.  

" 18  O.C. visited D.D.M.E.  
" 20  O.C. attended conference at CREME re recce of new site  
" 21  O.C. recced new area at Gheel and Herenthals  

Herenthals 22  O.C. attended conference re move to further new site.  
Tilburg 23  O.C. recced new Workshop site in Tilburg.  
Helmond 24 0700 Workshop left Helmond arrived new site at Tilburg at 10.00 hours.  

" 26  O.C. visited 44 Workshops to arrange transfer of Carrier load to 
Tilburg. 

 

Tilburg 28  3 International Half Tracks and 5 White Scout Cars in Workshops to 
be modified to carry stretchers. Heavy work load in shops after 
move up of Div. 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Tilburg 1  9 Mark IIC Wasp Equipments fitted  
" 
" 

3  O.C. attended conference at CREME HQ 
6 Stretcher modifications to Int. ½ track completed 

 

" 4  All Officers attended address by Corps Commander. 
Recovery Section moved to area Nijmegen with 46 Bde. 
227 Bde Wksps Rec Sect attached to Workshops. 

 

" 6  227 Bde Wksps Rec Sect moved to area Nijmegen.  
Helchteren 7  O.C. attended conference on Wasp Equipment at HQ REME 2 Army  
Tilburg 8  Warning order for move to Nijmegen received.  
Nijmegen 10  Workshop moved to Nijmegen at 1100 hours.  

" 15  Bomb fell in Unit lines 0930 hrs. Two attached men slightly 
injured. 4 unit vehicles damaged. 
Heavy work load distributed to 70 Bde Wksps. 

 

" 18  O.C. visited CREME HQ at Nutterden.  
" 19  30 Carrier engines required from Sub Park.  

Nijmegen 21  One man failed to return to unit from U.K. leave. 
Court of Inquiry held. 

 

" 22  Capt. Mumford proceeded on U.K. leave.  
" 23  Lieut. Hoare returned from U.K. leave.  
" 26  O.C. attended B Vehicle conference at Eindhoven. 

Workshop ordered to move to Area Tilburg. 
 

Tilburg 27  Workshop completed move to Monastery at Tilburg.  
" 28  Extremely heavy work load brought into Wksps. Total load 61 Vehs 

in 36 hours. 
 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
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Tilburg 1  CREME visited Wksp to discuss reduction of work load.  
" 5  Div Commander visited Wksp and addressed the Unit.  
" 8  O.C. visited CREME in area Zondhoven.  
" 10  O.C. recced area Gheel prior to proposed move of Wksp. 

Site not suitable and Wksp move cancelled. 
 

" 12  2 Officers and 100 ORs sent on 48 hrs leave to Brussels.  
" 15  Programme of fitting 27 Wasp Equipments to Carriers commenced.  
" 16  3 Officers and 36 ORs sent to Brussels on 48 hrs leave.  
" 19  O.C. recced new wksp site in Sonsbeck.  
" 20  All Wasp Equipment programme completed.  
" 21  Wksps moved out for new location at 2100 hrs.  

Sonsbeck 22  Wksps arrived new location at 0730 hrs.  
" 23  Working party of Veh Mechs sent to help 227 Bde Wksps.  
" 25  Working party sent to Tilburg to clear Wasp Equipment Cases.  
" 29  Advance party of 1 Officer and 8 OR's sent to new Wksp site E of 

Rhine in Area A1549. 
 

" 31  Wksps moved new location at 0600 hrs.  
 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Area Rhine 
MR A 1549 

1 
to 9 

 Normal work load being proceeded with.  

 1  O.C. left on U.K. Leave  
Greven 10  Workshop moved to new site in area Greven  
Wunstorf 11    "        "    "   "    "   " aerodrome in area Wunstorf  
Celle 12    "        "    "   "    "   " area Celle  
" 13  O.C. rejoined unit after U.K. Leave  
" 
" 

14  Workshops visited by D.D.M.E. 
2 i/c left on leave 

 

" 15  Workshop visited by D.D.M.E.  
" 16  Workshop visited by C.R.E.M.E.  
" 19  O.C. Recced new site in area Uelzen - site found to be 

unsatisfactory. 
Report and Rec. Centre established at M.R. 876018 N. of Uelzen. 

 

" 20  Workshop load handed over to 44 Bde Wksps and warning order to 
move to area Luneburg received. 

 

Luneburg 21  Workshop moved to new site in aerodrome in area Luneburg  
" 22  Report & Recovery Centre recalled to Wksps. Div Work load taken 

on. 
 

" 25  Workshop moved to new location at Line / Luneburg.  
" 27  Capt. Raymond left on UK leave  
" 
" 

29  Report & Recovery Centre established area Buelen. 
9 Vehicles sent to 804 Inf Tps Wksps for repairs to ease own heavy 
repair load. 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 
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Luneburg 5  O.C. visited HQ CREME  
Papendorf 7  Workshop moved to harbour area in Papendorf at 0630 hrs.  

" 9  O.C. attended conference by Div Commander.  
" 10  Drill and recreational training commenced.  
" 16  One Officer and two Scammells detached to Laurenburg to establish 

German Veh Park. 
 

" 18  One Officer and 7 ORs temporarily attached to Mil Govt Detachment.  
" 19  O.C. visited DDME at Kiel.  
" 26  One Officer and 20 O.Rs from Veh Sect attached to 44 (L) Inf Bde 

Wksps. 
 

" 27  O.C. recced area for proposed Workshop site in area.  
" 28  One Officer sent to Mil Govt Det. on temporary attachment.  

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
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West 
Grinstead 

12th June '44. Capt. A.R.P. Hall appointed REME Technical Advisor to 15 (S) 
     Division Residues. 

 

do 25th June '44  Waterproofing of our vehicles completed.  
do 27th June '44  Visited by Major Smith, O.C. 15 (S) Division Residues. 

 
 
                                        R. Fielding Capt for Major, 
                              Cmdg 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Hour 
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West 
Grinstead 

6th July '44. Main Workshops departed from West Grinstead, Sussex, and 
     proceeded to Marshalling Area at Brentwood, Essex. The party 
     consisted of 5 Officers and 164 O.Rs. 

 

Brentwood 8th July '44. Departed from Brentwood and embarked at Tilbury Dock.  
Tilbury Dock 9th July '44. Sailed from Tilbury at 1945 hrs in convoy.  

 10th July '44. Arrived off Normandy beach-head 2400 hrs.  
 11th July '44. Remained off beach-head unable to disembark due to heavy seas.  
 12th July '44. Disembarked at Juno Beach, Normandy, and proceeded to St. 

     Croix-sur-Mer where de-waterproofing was carried out. Departed 
     from St. Croix-sur-Mer and proceeded to St. Croix des Tonnes, 
     894739. 

 

St. Croix 
des Tonnes 

13th July '44. Enemy air raid on beach-head during night.  

do 19th July '44. Capt A.R.P. Hall and 16 O.Rs (Wksps residue) joined main 
     Wksps., from United Kingdom. 

 

do 23rd July '44. Workshops moved to new location at Balleroy, 697702. Enemy 
     shelled area night 23/24 July. Enemy aircraft also active 
     during night. 

 

St. Croix 
des Tonnes 

26th July '44. Lieut. Fox and inspection team proceeded to 227 Bde H.Q.  

do 29th July '44. Unit moved to new location in Bois de Baugy, 699683. Lieut. 
     Madeley and 2 O.Rs established Report Centre at La Martiniere, 
     704614. Area shelled by enemy at night. 

 

Bois de 
Baugy 

30th July '44. Unit moved to Sedouet, 703658. 
 
 
                                        R. Fielding Capt for Major, 
                              Cmdg 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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Sedouet 1 August '44. Lieut. Madeley and 20 O.Rs returned to main Workshops from 
     Report Centre. 
     Enemy aircraft bombed area during the night. 

 

do 4 August '44. Unit moved to new location south of Caumont.  
Caumont 18 August '44. Advance Party proceeded to new location at Avenay, M.R. 

     014489. 
 

do 19 August '44. Main body proceeded to Avenay via Villers Bocage and Evrecy.  
Avenay 20 August '44. Advance Party proceeded to new location at Fresney le Vieux, 

     M.R. 016849. Enemy aircraft bombed area at night. 
 

do 21 August '44. Main party proceeded to Fresney le Vieux via Aunaye-sur-Orne.  
Fresney le 

Vieux 
23 Aug '44. Advanced Workshop Detachment under Capt. W.H. Briggs sent 

     forward. Lieut. Madeley and 2 O.Rs established Report Centre at 
     Falaise. 

 

do 24 August '44. Main Workshops moved to Ussy via Bois de Halbout.  
Ussy 25 August '44. Main Workshops moved to Barcquet M.R. 9873 via Falaise, Trun, 

     Vimoutiers and Beaumont le Roger. Harboured at Vimoutiers night 
     25/26th. 
 
 
                                                 W.T. Morgan Major, 
                              Cmdg 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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References to Appendices 

Barcquet 2nd September '44. Unit moved to Ande sur Seine via Le Nieuborg and Louviers.  
Ande sur 
Seine 

4th September '44. Main body proceeded to Rougefay, M.R. 0402, via Les Andelys, 
     Morgny, Gournay, Grand Villiers and Poix, Hornoy, Airaines, 
     Langpre sur Somme and Auxi le Chateau. Harboured for night 
     4 - 5 September '44 at Honroy M.R. 8155. 

 

Rougefay 10th September '44. Capt. Fielding, Capt. Briggs and Lieut. Madeley accepted 
     surrender of 2 German soldiers (1 officer and 1 N.C.O.). 
     Prisoners taken to P.O.W. cage at Doullens. 

 

Rougefay 11th September '44. Unit moved to new location at Londerzeel, N.W. of Brussels 
     via Lens, Carvin, Hens and Ninove. 

 

Londer-
zeel 

12th September '44. Unit moved to Zechim, N.E. of Brussels.  

Zechim 14th September '44. Report Centre established at rd junc M.R. 0487 S.W. of 
     Gheel. Lieut. Madeley and 2 O.Rs. 

 

Zechim 26th September '44. Unit moved to Eindhoven M.R. 426185 via Veerle, Lommel and 
     Veldhoven. 
 
 
                                              W.T. Morgan Major, 
                           Cmdg 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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Eindhoven. 2nd October '44. Unit moved to Helmond M.R. 560229 via Geldrop.  
Helmond. 28th October '44. Enemy air activity over Unit area during the evening.  
Helmond. 29th October '44. Enemy air activity over Unit area during the evening. 

 
 
                                               W.T. Morgan Major, 
                            Cmdg 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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HELMOND 3rd November '44. Two enemy aircraft attacked area at 1530 hrs. Bombs dropped 
     in vicinity of workshops. Lieut. Fox and 5 O.Rs opened Report 
     Centre at ASTEN M.R. 619135. 

 

 9th November '44. Report Centre moved to SLOT M.R. 674137.  
 17th November '44. Col. McAvoy, D.D.M.E. 8 Corps visited Workshops.  
 19th November '44. Enemy aircraft bombed area at 1320 hrs. No damage or 

     casualties to Workshops or personnel. 
 

 25th November '44. Major W.T. Morgan relinquished command of Workshops and was 
     posted to 101 R.H.U. Capt. A.R.P. Hall assumed command. 

 

 27th November '44. Enemy aircraft attacked area at 1100 hrs. No damage or 
     casualties to Workshops or personnel. One enemy aircraft shot 
     down. 

 

 29th November '44. ASM Field and 20 O.Rs as Advance Party, proceeded to new 
     location at ULFTERHOOK M.R. 819156. Report Centre moved to 
     PANNINGEN M.R. 777049. 
 
 
                                                  ARP Hall Capt., 
                           O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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HELMOND 3rd December 44. Report Centre moved to MAASBREE M.R. 829082.  
 5th December 44. Wksps moved to ULFTERHOOK M.R. 819159.  

ULFTERHOOK 21 December 44. Wksps moved to CAULILLE, BELGIUM. M.R. 4590.  
CAULILLE 23 December 44. Wksps moved to HELMOND M.R. 546215. 

 
 
                                                  ARP Hall Major, 
                           O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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HELMOND 1st January '45. Enemy aircraft attacked area. No damage or casualties. 
 
 
                                                    ARP Hall Major, 
                             O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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Helmond. Feb.
22 

45. A.W.D. under Capt. Briggs moved to Cleve (Germany) M.R. 9055 on 
operation "Veritable". 
 
 
                                                  WH Briggs Capt for 
                            O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Workshop, R.E.M.E. 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Helmond. 
(HOLLAND) 

March. 
1 

 A.W.D. moved forward to Bedburg M.R. 9353.  

 4  A.W.D. rejoined Main Workshops at Helmond.  
 10  Workshops moved to MOL (Belgium) M.R. 0795. Capt. A.D.G. Arch 

posted to this Unit from 34 R.H.U.   
 

Mol. 16  Advance party proceeded to new location at SONSBECK (Germany) M.R. 
057357. 

 

 20  Main workshop moved to Sonsbeck prior to operation "Torchlight".  
 25  Report Centre under Capt. A.D.G. Arch est at 157470. 

 
 
                                                WH Briggs Capt for 
                          O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Workshop, R.E.M.E. 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Sonsbeck 8 April 45 Wksps moved to Warmsen M.R. 762294 on route Xanten, Bocholt, 
Bockem, Osterwick, Altenberge, Greven, Osnabroeck, Lubbeck and 
Taveslot. Harboured night 8/9th at Greven. Report Centre rejoined 
main Wksps. 

 

Warmsen 10 April 45 Enemy aircraft (2 ME 109s) strafed Wksps at approx 2030 hrs. Slight 
damage to 2 vehicles, cookhouse and roof fired. Casualties to 
personnel as follows :- 
         No. 14629436 Cfn Craddock C. - wounded in left arm 
                                        evacuated to 23 F.D.S. 
         No. 10668359 Dvr Zeraschi F. - wounded in right arm, 
                                        trivial remains at duty. 
Burgomaster handed over 1 German POW who was escorted to POW Cage 
at Kellem. 

 

Warmsen 11 April 45 3 Germans surrendered, escorted to POW Cage at Kellem. Report 
Centre under Lieut C.H. Fox established at Warnsdorf M.R. 151273. 

 

Warmsen 12 April 45 1 German O.R. surrendered, escorted to POW Cage at Kellem.  
Warmsen 13 April 45 2 German O.Rs surrendered and were escorted to POW Cage at Celle.  
Warmsen 21 April 45 Wksps moved to Scharnhorst M.R. 718617 via Wunstorf, Neustadt, 

Celle and Eschede. 
 

Scharnhorst 24 April 45 2 German O.Rs surrendered, escorted to POW Cage at Luneburg. Report 
Centre under Lieut Fox returned to Wksps. 

 

Scharnhorst 26 April 45 2 German Officers surrendered and were taken to POW Cage at Celle.  
Scharnhorst 27 April 45 Capt. A.D.G. Arch established Report Centre at M.R. 797218 prior to 

operation 'ENTERPRISE'. 
 

Scharnhorst 29 April 45 Wksps moved to M.R. S.796259 1 mile west of Bardowick, via Uelzen & 
Luneburg. 

 

Nr 
Bardowick 

30 April 45 Enemy air activity over area. No casualties or damage. 
 
                                                    ARP Hall Major, 
                             O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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Nr 
Bardowick 

2 May 45 Wksps moved to Krummel M.R. 793396.  

 31 May 45 Unit moved to Lubeck via Hamburg. No. 7678427 S/Sjt Newport F.C. 
died in hospital as a result of injuries received in motor cycle 
accident. 
 
 
                                                    ARP Hall Major, 
                             O.C., 227 (H) Inf Bde Wksps., R.E.M.E. 
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Angmering 4  The Div Comdr, Maj. General G.H.A. MacMillan, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., 
visited the Regt and talked to each Sqn regarding forthcoming ops. 
He lunched with R.H.Q. Mess afterwards. 
During this period the whole Regt was employed feverishly 
waterproofing vehs, teams being run as under:- 
   'A' Vehs - Lieut P.C. Kerridge   - (Cars). 
              Lieut R.H. Fleet      - (Carriers). 
   'B' Vehs - Lieut W.H. Rogers. 
By this date practically all stores were complete and the Regt could 
have moved at short notice. 

 

 5  At 2300 hrs a very large formation of Tp Carrying Aircraft passed 
over Angmering-on-Sea heading across the Channel with their lights 
on, followed by continual air activity all night. 

 

 
 

Angmering 

6  The invasion of France started and the peacefulness of Angmering-on-
Sea was not further disturbed until 1900 hrs, when what appeared to 
be a complete Airborne Division passed overhead. 

 

 7-10.  Final preparations made and vehs stowed for embarkation. Full 
loading trials held to discover whether it was possible to carry the 
mass of useful stores which it was proposed should be taken. 

 

 11  Lieut J.A. Isaac, Sgt Millroy, J., and Cpl Kay, J., left to join 227 
Bde as the Regtl Advance Party. 

 

 16.  Orders received for the Regt to move to 'A' Marshalling Area near 
Portsmouth on 17 June. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17.  Regt, less 'B' Sqn left for the Marshalling Area, moving via 
Arundel, Chichester, Midhurst and Petersfield. All vehs, except 15-
cwt W.T. G.S. which overturned, arrived safely at the Marshalling 
Area. 
Major K.C.C. Smith and 'B' Sqn (Major A. Gordon) remained in 
Angmering as Comdr Div Residues and Regtl Residues respectively. 
They moved to Worthing on 19 June. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Denmead 

On arrival at the Marshalling area there was considerable chaos as 
no Ship Sheet had been sent by Movement Control, and all vehs had to 
be split up from Sqns and Tps into their Ship Loads, and it was not 
until midnight that the following Craft Loads were organised:- 
  (a) L.S.T. 1107.   O.C. Craft - Commanding Officer. 
  (b) L.S.T. 1108.       "      - Major H. Mills. 
  (c) L.S.T. 1109.       "      - Major L. Rowlands. 
  (d) L.S.T. 997.        "      - Lieut H.A. Green. 
  (e) L.S.T. 998.        "      - Capt. J.E.F. Lane. 
The Marshalling Camp was situated at Denmead, 4 miles south of 
Petersfield, where the vehs remained about a mile from the Camp, 
where everything was well organised by the Static Staff for the 
Regt. 

 18.  Early in the morning Embarkation Rations, lifebelts, vomit bags, 
etc., were drawn up and the Regt was ready to move forward by 1300 
hrs, it being thought then that they would move probably that night. 

 

 
Denmead 

18-26.  Owing to a break in the weather and a very strong gale, this period 
was spent in the Marshalling Area as practically all movement to 
France ceased. The Regt, split up into Craft Loads and thus rather 
disorganised, spent the time doing final preparations to the vehs 
and kit, letter writing, going to the cinemas and concerts and 
sleeping. As no move was envisaged by the end of the week, a short 
trg scheme was carried out on Saturday, with a considerable number 
of free fights developing between patrols, there being no 
casualties. 
The chief difficulty during this wait was to procure enough money 
for everyone. 

 

 25  At 2300 hrs the Camp Blower called for Serial 1107, and true to 
Movement Control form, having spent a week waiting, we were ordered 
to move in ¼ hr. This Craft Serial passed the S.P. at 0300 hrs on 
the 26th en route for the Embarkation Area at Gosport, where all 
vehs safely arrived. Serials 1108 and 1109 followed the next day. 
About 10 hrs were spent sitting in the streets of Gosport waiting to 
be called to the hards, orders for which were received at about 1900 
hrs for the Regt to go forward at once, no previous notice having 
been given. Loading commenced at about 2200 hrs and was finished by 
about 0200 hrs no difficulty being experienced in loading the vehs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

27.  In spite of a gale warning and bad weather reports, the convoy left 
at 1000 hrs to cross, and duly ran into a first-class Channel gale, 
causing a considerable number of those on board to be very sick. The 
craft beached at about 1900 hrs that night on a falling tide and 
vehs commenced to disembark into about 4' of water. Owing to holes 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

in the beaches the Beachmaster ordered unloading to cease till the 
following morning when the L.S.T. was re-beached and unloaded into 
about 1' 6" of water. 
No vehs drowned except one M.5. which went into a hole and the water 
came in over the back. All Serials disembarked on the beaches at 
Arromanches and moved forthwith to a Transit Area where first stages 
of de-waterproofing was completed and vehs re-stowed for battle. The 
a/Tk Bty did not arrive until 30 June. 
During this period the 15th (Scottish) Division was leading the 
fight in the Battle of the Odon, and unfortunately the Regt was not 
available to take its proper place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

30.  The Regiment (less A/Tk Bty) moved forward in Divisional reserve to 
PUTOT EN BESSIN (9072), when early that morning, immediately on 
arrival, 'C' Sqn (Major H. Mills) was ordered forward to come under 
command of 44 Bde (Brigadier H.D.K. Money) to fill a gap on the 
Corps boundary (30/8 Corps) between 15 (S) and 49 Divs, acting more 
in the role of an Inf Coy than a Recce Sqn, taking up positions 
about 1 mile south of HOTE DE BOSQ. This position was in very 
thickly wooded country where vehs were of little or no value. 
  At about 1335 hrs, R.H.Q. was shelled (25 shells of 10.5 c.m.) 
this being the first taste of battle which the Regt had had. No 
casualties were inflicted as a certain amount of digging had already 
been done. A considerably further amount of digging was done after 
this incident. 
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Field. 1    Regiment in Div reserve, PUTOT-EN-BESSIN. 'A' Sqn (Major 
Rowlands) went forward to "plug a hole" on right of 6 KOSB south 
of CHEUX, where they were deployed as infantry in very thick and 
close country. Only slight enemy activity in this area, though 
the enemy still insisted in making small counter attacks with 
tanks. A/Tk Tps went forward to join 'A' and 'C' Sqns in action. 
Their field of fire was normally 100 yds - hardly what they had 
trained for. The smell at CHEUX from dead cattle was starting to 
be evident in the warmer weather. 

 

 2.    160 Bde (53 Div) relieved 44 Inf Bde in the CHEUX sector. 'A' & 
'C' Sqns relieved and returned to Regtl harbour at PUTOT, into 
which came at the same time, unfortunately, a battery of 155 c.m. 
guns. 

 

 3.    Maintenance at PUTOT. Div at rest after its most successful 
weeks actions in the "Scottish Corridor". 

 

 4-5.    Maintenance, baths, and cinemas. It is clear that tps are now 
learning how to look after themselves. 

 

Field. 6    Gen. Montgomery addressed all C.Os. of 15 (S) Division and gave 
a resume of what had been done and what he hoped would happen. 
Regiment still at rest. 

 

 7.    Regiment still resting. Inter-Tp basket ball competition won by 
10 Troop, 'C' Sqn. 
  CAEN bombed by 450 heavy bombers at 2200 hrs. Visible air 
support is a great moral raiser for the troops who do not 
understand what air support is when they can't see it. 

 

 8.    Regiment at rest. 'A' Sqn warned for independent role with 46 
Bde. 

 

 9.    'A' Sqn moved up to area VERSON with 46 Bde to assist in 
'mopping up' WEST of CAEN, CARPIQUET aerodrome having been taken 
by the Canadians. 
  Remainder of Regiment at rest. 
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Field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

10.    'A' Sqn went forward on reconnaissance role in front of 46 Bde 
in direction VERSON - ETERVILLE - MALTOT and to reach line of R. 
ODON. It was thought that this area was fairly clear and 4 Armd 
Bde moved up to behind ETERVILLE in the early afternoon. 
  The enemy was in fact in great strength on the reverse slopes 
behind ETERVILLE and 3 troop (Lieut Arundel) on trying to recce 
forward to MALTOT met heavy 88 mm fire from hull down tanks on 
crossing Rd CAEN - ETERVILLE. Both leading cars (Lieut Arundel 
and Sgt Ireland) hit and burnt. All Sgt Ireland's crew escaped, 
but Lieut Arundel and his driver, Tpr Griffiths, were killed, 
though this was not confirmed for about 10 days. 
  The Carriers of this troop were brought back rather hurriedly 
and it is presumed that the Sqn Comdr went forward to take 
charge. It was afterwards discovered that his L.R.C. had received 
a direct hit from probably a 105 c.m. gun, and for 24 hrs he was 
missing. 
  No. 2 Troop was in close contact with the Glasgow Highlanders 
in ETERVILLE where they were under very heavy fire and unable to 
move forward or gain any further information regarding the 
strength of the enemy. 
  As dark fell the Sqn rallied back and harboured just south of 
VERSON under Capt Davies. The loss of the Sqn Comdr, Lieut 
Arundel, Lieut Rencher and other casualties both from enemy 
action and battle exhaustion had a very bad effect on this Sqn in 
its first days action, and an uncomfortable night was spent under 
moderate shell and mortar fire. They did, however, produce some 
valuable information for HQ 46 Bde even though they were sent out 
on false information as regards the strength of the enemy. Lieut 
Blair's troop, who must have proceeded forward very well, got 
into the outskirts of LOUVIGNY and caused casualties to German 
infantry to the north of the village. The Moral effect which a 
Troop Comdr can have on his troop was very clear on this day. 
  The remainder of the Regiment less 'A' Sqn still at rest at 
PUTOT-EN-BESSIN. 

 

 
 

Field. 

11.    'A' Sqn placed under the orders of 214 Bde (43 Div) and carried 
out useful Officer patrols up to the forward Bns (Pt. 112) where 
a major battle was starting. The Sqn, apart from these Officer 
patrols, was not further engaged and were ordered on the relief 
of 46 Bde that night to return to rejoin the Regiment at PUTOT. 

 

 12-13 
-14. 

   Regiment concentrated at PUTOT.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

15.    Orders for a further exploitation by 15 (S) Division for the 
capture of the area EVRECY - ETERVILLE - GAVRUS being worked out. 
No role for the Regiment was available and it was therefore 
decided by the Div Comdr that a Traffic Control Organisation 
under the Commanding Officer would be set up to ensure smooth 
traffic over the crossings of the R. ODON, where there were very 
severe bottlenecks. The Control HQ with exit and entrance parties 
for 5 routes (Hereford, Dundee, Quarry (2) and Coal (1 & 2)) were 
set up, Control HQ being in an orchard on the VERSON Rd just 
above QUARRY route. The attack started on the evening of 14 July 
and considerable difficulty in passing through was experienced 
owing to the large number of tanks in the area and rearward 
traffic of other Divs. Enemy mortar fire in this area was 
particularly heavy. 
  It was also decided for this action that all the carriers of 
'A' Sqn (21) would be available for the Bdes to assist in the 
evacuation of casualties. They went forward and reported to the 
ADMS under Lieut Dalton and carried out a most useful if 
unorthodox role most successfully. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

16.    'C' Sqn south of CARPIQUET aerodrome had the role of following 
up left of 227 Bde with orders to attack and capture Pt. 120 
behind EVRECY once 158 Bde (53 Div), who were under command 15 
(S) Div, were to capture EVRECY and the high ground just beyond. 
They were to exploit success down to AUNAY SUR ORNE. This attack 
took place late in the evening and failed to achieve any success, 
though 'C' Sqn moved forward at first light and waited at BARON 
whilst a further attack was being laid on. 
  Traffic Control Organisation still functioning, though little 
traffic and no blocks on roads, chiefly owing to the small number 
of individual running through the intensity of enemy mortar fire 
in this area. 
  Heavy bombing attack by enemy aircraft on the VERSON Rd at 2230 
hrs, resulting in one route being blocked, but no casualties. 

 

 17.    'C' Sqn ordered back to their original harbour as it was clear 
that there was to be no recce beyond EVRECY which was very 
strongly held and no forward movement had been made by 158 Bde. 
There was considerable fog of war on this day and it was never 
clear as to whether the enemy was being driven back or not. 
Traffic control organisation still set up at VERSON. Remainder of 
the Regt moved fwd from PUTOT-EN-BESSIN to fwd harbour just south 
of CHEUX. Bombing attack by enemy aircraft hit 'A' Sqn harbour 

 



this evening and destroyed 7 vehs, all of which were completely 
burnt out. 

 18.    Control of Traffic routes handed over to 53 Recce Regt and 
control HQ returned to the Regtl Harbour south of CHEUX at 
907685. 'B' Sqn (Residue) disembarked on this day. 

 

Field. 19.    Regt at rest. Advance Party 'B' Sqn rejoined Regt.  
 20.    'B' Sqn joined Regt in Harbour.  
 21.    In order to help 46 Bde who were still in the line to rest, the 

3 Assault Tps under Major MacDiarmid went forward to LE VALTRU 
under comd O.C. 7 Seaforths where they took over the fwd posts 
and carried out for 48 hrs an inf role patrolling and sniping. 
Very heavy rain made this task rather unpleasant for them. 

 

 23.    15 (S) Div ordered to relieve 5 U.S. Div south of BALLEROY. 
Peace-time trg for convoy driving showed its value, though other 
traffic severely interfered with the column. 'C' Sqn went 
straight fwd into the line in support of 44 Bde as the connecting 
link between the right of 15 Div and 2 U.S. Div, where they took 
over an area from the Americans in very thick country, bocage and 
orchards, giving a minimum field of fire. They learnt some 
interesting points from our American Allies. The Assault Tps 
under Major MacDiarmid closed up on the Regt that night. 

 

Field. 24    'C' Sqn plus a Tp of A/Tk guns and a Section of the Mortar Tp 
carried out patrols on the right of the Div in liaison with 2 
U.S. Div who made a large scale attack on this day. The remainder 
of the Regt concentrated at BALLEROY. 

 

 25.    'C' Sqn still holding the right Div area under 46 Bde, who 
relieved 44 Bde early this morning. Orders received for the Regt 
to take over BRIQUESSARD from 61 Recce Regt (50 Div). Initial 
recces made. 

 

 26.    Regt still concentrated at rest under pleasant circumstances at 
BALLEROY. 'C' Sqn still with 46 Bde where control of No Mans' 
Land was being obtained after the 'laisser faire' attitude of our 
Allies. 
15 Div patrols took control of No Mans' Land. Late in the evening 
at short notice the Regt moved 600 yards across a main road in 
order to please the A/Q and make it easier for an Armd fmn to 
concentrate. 

 

 
 

Field. 

28.    'C' Sqn returned to harbour where orders for Operation BLUECOAT 
(Pt 309 & St. MARTIN DES BESACES) were received. This cancelled 
the Regiment taking over BRIQUESSARD WOOD where complete recces 
had been done down to Tp Comdrs. 

 



 29.    Final briefing for Operation BLUECOAT in which 'A' & 'B' Sqns 
were to move with the Regiments of 6 Gds Tank Bde who were to 
exploit forward as quickly as possible to take full advantage of 
attacks by heavy and medium bombers. 'C' Sqn to be ready to pass 
through on the right flank and "attack" ST MARTIN DES BESACES. 
The first real Recce job that the Regt had been given. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field. 

30.    'A' & 'B' Sqns moved forward into inf and tank F.A.A. at 0500 
hrs and after heavy successful bombing by aircraft moved fwd in 
support of 227 Bde. 'A' Sqn, who were under command in support 7 
Seaforths (46 Bde) did much useful work in mopping up enemy 
pockets behind the Gds Tank Bde. Considerable difficulty was 
encountered with vehicles owing to the thick country and mines 
which had been laid on the tracks. In the middle of the morning 
Capt Fordyce (B Sqn) in an LRC was blown up, he being wounded by 
S.A. fire and the remainder of his crew being killed. 
The attack by 15 (S) Division was very successful and orders were 
recd that the 11 Armd Div would carry out the clearing of ST 
MARTIN DE BESACES as it was clear that there was considerable 
enemy opposition in this area. At 1500 hrs the Divisional Comdr 
gave orders to the Commanding Officer that the Regiment would be 
at very short notice to move through 15 (S) Division and to try 
and get to the high ground at LE BENY BOCAGE that night. As the 
Regiment was still back at BALLEROY it was clear that there would 
be very little time in daylight for this operation to take place. 
Final orders were received from the Army and Corps Comdrs at 1700 
hrs, by which time the Regiment was moving forward to a temporary 
harbour just north of CAUMONT, where final orders were given for 
the Regt to move to HERVIEUX, from where 'C Sqn was to lead the 
"Second Army Break-out". The situation was painted in such rosy 
terms that it was decided that night recce should be undertaken, 
and it was not until about 1 hr before dark that 'C' Sqn moved 
fwd on unreconnoitred tracks to pass through the fwd inf at Pt 
309 where they could fan out to the South. ST MARTIN DE BESACES 
was still held and a gap of only 1 mile was available for us to 
pass through. 'A' & 'B' Sqns by this time had concentrated on the 
main axis and were prepared for follow 'C'. Considerable 
difficulty was at once met with by the fwd tps as the vehicles 
were inextricably bogged in the small tracks and lanes, and it 
became clear that no large scale fwd movement would be possible 
unless ST MARTIN was clear. An Officer patrol from 'B' Sqn, 2 
H.C.R. under the regiment was sent forward to discover if a fresh 
way could be found as it was clear that 11 Armd Div were not 

 



seriously contemplating clearing ST MARTIN that night. Tanks were 
reported in ST MARTIN and though active patrols took place all 
night, no way through was discovered. In fact it was very 
strongly held by the enemy. 

 
Field. 

31.    At first light scout tps of 'C' Sqn succeeded in getting over 
Pt 309 and down as far as VAUX MARTIN 6948 where they succeeded 
in dominating the high ground and moved forward to LA 
MANCELLIERE. A major attack was staged by 11 Armd Div at ST 
MARTIN DE BESACES, which was not cleared until about 1500 hrs, 
when infm was received that the Gds Armd Div would have complete 
priority on roads the next day in order that they might pass 
through to gain the high ground at LE BENY BOCAGE. 'C' Sqn, 
therefore returned to a harbour just north of ST MARTIN DE 
BESACES. 'A' & 'B' Sqns were at short notice to move, in their 
harbours just south of HERVIEUX, as soon as the roads were clear. 
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B.L.A. 1  The Regiment situated just behind ST MARTIN DES BESACES, which 
contrary to expectations was strongly held by the enemy, who were 
only driven out after a full day's battle. This held up our 
reconnaissance forward and shortly afterwards the Gds Armd Div was 
given priority on all roads. 'B' Sqn in support of 46 Bde late this 
evening were given the task of clearing up the area GALET - LA 
MARCELLIERE which was held by pockets of the enemy. This was 
successfully carried out, though Lieut CAREY and 4 O.R's lost their 
lives in this action. Dust was the chief problem this day. 

 

 2.  Regiment moved forward about 1000 hrs to protect left flank of the 
Div, R.H.Q. moving to LA BRESSI, which was overlooked by the high 
feature of MONTAGNY. 'C' Sqn moved to left flank to link up with 43 
Div who were advancing from Pt 361. 'A' & 'B' Sqns were in reserve. 
Area of R.H.Q. was repeatedly shelled all evening from MONTAGNY, the 
enemy having seen the tpt moving about. 

 

B.L.A. 3  'A' Sqn were placed under command Gds Armd Div and sent at 0700 hrs 
to help the Motor Grenadier Gds at St PIERRE VASCUTIN, where they 
spent a most unpleasant day under continuous artillery and mortar 
fire. They assisted in repelling many heavy counter attacks. They 
were relieved at 2000 hrs and returned to BRESSI. 'C' Sqn spent the 
day actively patrolling the left flank and had one or two good 
shoots; in one case 100 Germans were seen concentrating in an avenue 
of trees and were effectively dispersed by our artillery. 

 

 4  Good progress was made by 'C' Sqn on this day, and they occupied 
MONTAGNY, from where the enemy had withdrawn the previous night. 

 

 5  R.H.Q., 'B' & 'C' Sqns moved up and harboured near MONT CHARIVEL.  
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

6  Battle of ESTRY. Based on false information regarding the strength 
of the enemy, the Regiment was ordered to reconnoitre the advance of 
the Div from MONTCHARIVEL area SOUTH on 3 routes to VASSY. It was 
soon discovered that ESTRY was very heavily held and that the main 
road South to LE THEIL was also held and mined and covered by tanks 
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and MGs. 'C' Sqn with 9 Troop got into ESTRY and discovered much 
information regarding the strength of the enemy, but it was soon 
obvious that a full scale major attack would have to be made to get 
past this town. 9 Tp under Lieut ROYLE withdrew and stood off and 
continued to harass the enemy and passed valuable information to the 
infantry who made little progress throughout the day. On the other 
route, 10 Tp under Lieut RIESCO moved down the road towards LE THEIL 
but found area 788390 heavily covered by fire, and in view of 
vehicle casualties were ordered to withdraw to LA CAVERIE. The 
leading infantry got no further on this day and the troops of 'C' 
Sqn were ordered to withdraw back to harbour at 1700 hrs. On the 
left flank 'B' Sqn tried to patrol down to LASSY but again they 
found that the enemy was in strength, and with the bad condition of 
tracks made little or no progress. 

 
B.L.A. 

7.  'A' Sqn moved out to give left flank protection on the left of 46 
Bde on the Bdy between 15 Div and 43 Div. They moved out to the AU 
CORNU X Rds with mortars under command and captured the high ground 
Pt 226 without incident. Considerable enemy movement was seen on the 
far slopes but no attack was made on them. The remainder of the 
Regiment remained concentrated at MONTCHARIVEL. 

 

 8  In view of the large area 'A' Sqn were keeping, the Assault Tps of 
'B' & 'C' Sqns were placed under command 'A' Sqn who were actively 
patrolling this area on the left flank. The Mortar section had their 
first real opportunity this day to fire at the enemy. 

 

 9  The Regiment still in the MONTCHARIVEL area. 'B' Sqn took over the 
position on the left flank from 'A' Sqn, who returned to rest. 

 

 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

10  Situation still static. 'B' Sqn still holding left flank where they 
managed to get patrols down as far as the river line in front of 
them. Indications were received this day to make it possible that 
the enemy were starting to withdraw in this area, and orders were 
given for the "ESTRY operation" to be laid on again should the enemy 
retire. Late that afternoon a Sqn of the Inns of Court (30 Corps 
Armd Car Regt) were ordered up to relieve 'B' Sqn. The reactions of 
an Armd Car Regt taking over from an Inf Div were interesting, and 
it was agreed to leave mortars and A/Tk guns with them so as to 
strengthen them. 

 

 11  The Div resting waiting for the enemy to withdraw as it was now the 
policy not to rush the "ESTRY Operation" whilst the enemy were 
holding their strong positions. All Orders were issued for this 
advance should the enemy withdraw. 

 

 
 

12.  Regiment still concentrated in harbour at MONTCHARIVEL. Orders rec'd 
at about 1800 hrs that the Div would move early next day to an area 

 



 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

between the R. ORNE and LEIZE (CAEN Sector). About 2 hrs later and 
about ½ hr before dark orders were received on the wireless for the 
Operation ESTRY to be put into operation, although it was clear that 
nothing could be done in the remaining few minutes of daylight. 
Troops prepared, and in certain cases moved out of harbour, but 
fortunately this order was then rescinded, particularly as once 
again the information on which the order was based proved later to 
be faulty. The Orders to move the following day to the CAEN Sector 
were re-issued. 

 13.  The Regiment moved at mid-day to AMAYE-SUR-ORNE, the route passing 
through much of the previous battle areas including VILLERS BOCAGE 
(which was completely flat), Pt 112, and the area of our previous 
battles round VERSON. We returned to the real battle-field area 
where the stink of war still remained. 

 

 14.  An inactive day owing to the road situation, other formations having 
priority; the main relief being some excellent bathing in the ORNE. 

 

 15.  Same location. The day was memorable for the visit of the first 
Canteen, a good ENSA show, and insects. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

16.  Maj.Gen C.M. BARBER, DSO, who took over the Division on 8 Aug when 
Gen MacMILLAN was wounded, visited the Regiment and spoke to each 
Sqn to introduce himself, not that this was necessary as he had 
previously commanded 46 Bde, and to say that he felt that perhaps 
the Regiment was not always given credit for the work that was done 
by Senior Commanders who normally visited the Inf Bdes after the 
Division had done well in battle. 

 

 17.  Same Location. Nothing to report.  
 18.  Regiment moved to LA FRESNIL LA BIEUX. By this time we were 

practically in Army Base Sub-area and it was getting a bit 
depressing to be so far behind the enemy. 

 

 19  Orders were received for the movement Eastwards once the FALAISE gap 
was finally cleaned up, but no time or date of move could be given. 

 

 20.  Still waiting to move and still getting further into the L of C 
area, the Army installations actually being set up in front of the 
Regiment. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

21.  'A' Sqn were placed under command of the "Royals" (12 Corps Armd Car 
Regt) and moved to LE TREPREL where they waited to get a flying 
start for Exercise 'GALLOP' (the move Eastwards to the R. SEINE). A 
report was received via various channels by 'A' Sqn this afternoon 
that there were 40 enemy SW of FALAISE. This was investigated by 
O.C. 'A' Sqn and it turned out that the location was Tac HQ 2nd 
Army, the first enemy to be seen being the Army Commander driving in 
in his Jeep! 

 



 22.  Still waiting for orders to go. 'A' Sqn ceased to be under command 
of the "Royals" but remained at their forward location of LE 
TREPREL. 

 

 23.  Final preparations for the move. Regiment moved at 1800 hrs to LA 
HOUGETTE preparatory for an early move next day, the FALAISE GAP 
having been finally cleaned up. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

24.  The Regiment moved off at first light on what was really route 
reconnaissance eastwards, passing through the FALAISE battle area 
where the destruction by our aircraft and armour was obvious. Each 
Sqn had under command large parties of Engineers with bulldozers, 
and progress was very slow owing to other traffic and the enemy 
vehicles demolished on the road. Forward Sqns reached the line LE 
SAP - BRENAI that night. 

 

 25.  The Regiment continued its movement the following day with the 
object of crossing the River EAST of LE BEAUMONT DE ROGER. No 
contact was made but considerable reconnaissance had to be done in 
order to find crossing places over the many streams and rivers where 
the bridges had been well demolished by the Germans. The Regiment 
reached the line of LE NEURBOURG - BARQUET. 

 

 26.  Reconnaissance for the crossing of the R. SEINE started. 'C' Sqn 
moved forward through LOUVIERS and reached the high ground WEST of 
the SEINE without incident and commenced to find out as much as they 
could regarding the river line. Patrols were sent to the left and 
right and a Patrol Report (Appx 'A') was sent to Division that 
night. 

 
 
 
 
 
Appx A. 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27.  The Regiment moved forward to just WEST of LOUVIERS and the active 
reconnaissance of the river line was undertaken. Though not 
expressly ordered, members of the Regiment were the first of the 
Division to cross this major obstacle. Patrols had for a long time 
reconnoitred the whole bank and shot up enemy on the far side, when 
a report was received that Lieut WHEELER and 2 N.C.O's had found a 
boat, crossed the SEINE and had reconnoitred PORT JOIE, which they 
found very nearly empty. On the right flank Lieut SHIRLEY had 
crossed in an Assault Boat to an island and from there to the far 
side, and had reconnoitred MUIDS, where it was proposed a Class 9 
bridge be put down. 
Very full and accurate reports were sent in this day and a full 
Recce Patrol Report (Appx 'B') was made up and sent to the Div Comdr 
that night. 
As a result of these reports it was decided that a rush crossing 
should be made by 227 Bde that afternoon, much earlier than had at 
one time been anticipated. All the reports which these patrols had 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx B 



 
 
 

B.L.A. 

given were confirmed when this crossing was successfully made by 227 
Bde. Very useful work had been done by the patrols of the Regiment, 
particularly 'C' Sqn, on these two days and they were largely 
responsible for the early crossing of the R. SEINE. 

 28.  As a result of representations made, Armd Car patrols of 'A' & 'C' 
Sqns were ferried across at first light next morning so that if 
there was little opposition as expected these patrols could get the 
maximum information for the infantry. These patrols, acting very 
boldly, reached a considerable way inland and were able to give very 
valuable information regarding the small posts of the enemy to the 
infantry, who were able to achieve their objectives without any 
difficulty. 
As soon as the bridges were built - Class 9 at MUIDS and Class 40 at 
St PIERRE, the remainder of 'A' & 'B' Sqns were to cross the river 
and continue to patrol actively eastwards. These patrols produced a 
very great amount of valuable information this day. Serious 
opposition was met on the right by 'A' Sqn at LE THUIT, FRETTEVILLE 
and LES ANDELYS, whilst 'D' Sqn also on the left ran into various 
enemy pockets. 

 

 
B.L.A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

29.  Owing to the bridges taking longer than was expected, the Regiment 
harboured for the night 28/29 Aug just short of the river and moved 
across at 0530 hrs and joined up with the Armd Cars EAST of the 
SEINE, and 'A' & 'B' Sqns continued on their task of reconnoitring 
in front of the Division, 'A' Sqn having crossed the bridge at 
MUIDS, the remainder of the Regiment crossing at St PIERRE VAUDRAY. 
On the right, 'A' Sqn found very considerable opposition at 
FRETTEVILLE and LE THUIT where they undertook a very successful 
action, destroying many of the enemy. 
Of the Scout Troops under Lieuts BLOUNT, KERRIDGE and DALTON, the 
former was responsible for the liberation of LES ANDELYS from which 
the enemy had evacuated that morning. On the left 'B' Sqn reached 
the line of the Army Bdy up to ECOUIS where they harboured for the 
night, having carried out their role very well. 'C' Sqn were 
released at mid-day when it was clear that a breakthrough was 
possible and moved between 'A' & 'B' Sqns to get as far as SAUSSY 
where they came up against strong enemy posts and made contact with 
the left flank of 11 Armd Div, who were starting their run which 
took them to BRUSSELS. RHQ moved up to LE LANDE. That night we were 
informed, much to our disgust, that 53 Div were to pass through 15 
(S) Div next day and that we were to clear the roads for them. 

 



 30  53 Div passed through 15 (S) Div, and the only action we were 
allowed to take was to patrol to our flanks and mop up certain enemy 
pockets in the woods nearby where the MACQUIS were very active. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

31.  The Regiment concentrated in the area ECOUIS - MUSSEGROS. A letter 
was received by the Commanding Officer from the Divisional Commander 
congratulating the Regiment on its work in the past few days, and a 
Special Order of the Day was published and is attached at Appx 'C'. 
It was thought that morning that we were likely to rest for 4 or 5 
days, but at 1440 hrs orders were received for the Regiment to come 
under command of 53 Div for flank protection of 7 Armd Div who were 
advancing on AMIENS and ARRAS. The Commanding Officer received 
orders from G.O.C. 53 Div to move at first light next morning to FRY 
5223. 

 
 
 
Appx C. 
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B.L.A. 1    The Regiment under command 53 Div moved up at first light to the 
area of MARLERS. We arrived there about 1500 hrs having met no 
opposition on the way and having liaised with the Canadians who were 
on our left and who appeared to be doing very well. 

 

 2.    Regiment at rest in MARLERS Area and awaiting orders for the next 
phase, having reverted to the command of 15 (S) Div. 

 

 3.    5th Anniversary of outbreak of war. Regtl Church Service to 
commemorate this. Div Comd called and stayed to lunch. He warned us 
to be ready to move on or about 5 Sep. The Commanding Officer held a 
conference of Regtl Officers to discuss Regtl matters. 

 

 4.    The day was spent in briefing and preparing for the next battle, 
or rather chase. We were briefed for the flank protection of the Div 
in the advance to ROULERS in BELGIUM. The Commanding Officer 
attended a Div 'O' Gp at 1500 hrs. 

 

 
B.L.A. 

5.    The Regiment moved up to the area of HOUVAIN. This was a peace 
move, the Regiment merely catching up the lag between ourselves and 
the Armour. 

 

 6.    The Regiment moved off at first light via ARRAS to BELLEGHEM, 
crossing the BELGIAN Frontier at about 1000 hrs. 'B' Sqn cleared an 
FAA for the inf in the area at BELLEGHEM. 'A' & 'C' Sqns recced out 
on the flanks, 'A' Sqn in the area of KIRKHOVE (0152) and 'C' Sqn at 
AVELGHEN (9750). 'A' & 'C' Sqns operated during the day and reached 
the general line COURTRAI - WAERGHEM - CRUYSHAUTEN. Pockets of enemy 
were encountered but no definite movement was discernible as the 
enemy appeared to be very disorganised and moving in all directions. 
Considerable execution was done, particularly by 'A' Sqn, who took a 
fairly large number of prisoners (about 130) and had a generally 
good day. Regtl locations as under:- 
  R.H.Q. - BELLEGHEM (8751)     'A' Sqn - KIRKHOVE (0152) 
  'B' Sqn - BELLEGHEM (8751)    'C' Sqn - AVELGHEM (9750) 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

7    Regt still in same locations. 'C' Sqn re-checked their area up the 
main COURTRAI Rd and met comparatively little opposition. 'A' Sqn, 
who were virtually operating with 4 Armd Bde had difficulty in 
moving northwards as the 4 Armd Bde were occupying most of the area 
and were in contact with fairly strong enemy forces. 'A' Sqn had a 
fairly successful day taking 40 prisoners and doing some execution 
among soft tpt. 
  'B' Sqn operated in the area EAST & WEST of COURTRAI and met 
fairly stiff opposition at DEERLYCK and HARLEBREKE, but managed to 
report on the crossing over the R. LYS. During the afternoon a 
severe gale was blowing and RHQ were forced under cover. During the 
evening 4 Armd Bde withdrew back to the line of the ESCAUT Canal 
into Armd Regtl blobs, 'A' Sqn operating with 44 R.T.R. in the 
defence of KIRKHOVE Br, 'C' Sqn with the Scots Greys at AVELGHEM Br. 
During the night a fairly stiff attack was put in on the KIRKHOVE Br 
and 'A' Sqn spent a restless night. The attack was driven off and 
from the questioning of PW it would appear that a large party of 
enemy, about 2,000 strong, had attempted to cross the ESCAUT Canal 
to get home to the "Fatherland". They were unable to do so. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

8    The only Sqn allotted a specific task was 'B' Sqn, who were given 
the task of moving in front of 44 (L) Inf Bde on the centre line 
COURTRAI - GHENT (J.1980). 'B' Sqn were also given the task of 
protecting the right flank of the Bde. Leading troops crossed the 
S.P. X Rds HARLEBEKE at 0800 hrs. At 0900 hrs leading elements were 
still on the start line, and on enquiries being made it was 
discovered that the troops had encountered slight opposition which 
they had quickly mopped up, and were now embroiled in collecting PW. 
The rate of progress was not increased until it was firmly impressed 
upon the Tp Leaders that it was their job to reconnoitre and NOT to 
collect PW. 'B' Sqn patrols finally contacted 7 Armd Div in GHENT, 
who were greatly relieved to know that their left flank was covered. 
The troop of 'B' Sqn doing right flank protection met opposition at 
DEERLYKE which was finally cleared up, and by 1800 hrs the Sqn 
having done all that could usefully be done in this area, was 
ordered to concentrate at OYCKE (J. 0562). During the day the Sqn 
reported all Brs over the R. LYS between COURTRAI and DENTZE were 
blown, the enemy being seen on the NORTH Bank. 'C' Sqn had 3 Officer 
patrols out during the day and reconnoitred the area of VICHTE which 
was held. They operated in that area during the day and had a fairly 
successful day, capturing VICHTE themselves (!) and some 18 to 20 
prisoners, and killing a fairly large number of enemy and shooting 
up a number of soft vehicles. 'A' Sqn were ordered to recce a Regtl 

 



harbour at OYCKE. The Regiment concentrated there in the evening and 
spent a quiet night. 

 9    A day of rest, maintenance being first priority. Church Services 
were held in the evening and a Regtl rep went to Div HQ at ORDENARDE 
to receive orders for a move to an area NORTH of BRUSSELS next day. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

10.    The Regiment moved up to a new area BREENDONCK (J.6277) arriving 
there about 1500 hrs. The route was via ALOST and HAECHT. From 1600 
hrs the village was "en fete" and a Dance was arranged for the Regt. 
During the evening the C.O. attended a conference at Div HQ. 
Information was extremely scanty, especially with regard to 30 Corps 
on our right and the position on the ALBERT Canal. The Regt was to 
send patrols into this area next day to obtain all available 
information. 'A' Sqn was to do this job with Armoured Cars. 'C' Sqn 
were to be prepared to provide 2 Officer patrols if required. 

 

 11 
Sep. 

   'A' Sqn operated in the area of the ALBERT Canal from excl ANTWERP 
to incl HERENTHALS. A great deal of useful information was gained 
about the enemy and our own troops. A summary of patrol report is 
attached as Appendix 'A'. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

12    'A' Sqn carried out the same task till relieved by a Bn of 227 Bde 
who were to move up during the day. The Regt moved up to a new 
harbour in the area of VEERLE, crossing the S.P. at 1105 hrs and 
arriving at 1455 hrs. 
Locations:- RHQ & 'A' Ech - VOORST 103791. 'A' Sqn - 105793. 
   'B' Sqn - 107791.        'C' Sqn - 105791. 
  'A' Sqn did well. Report having met no opposition of an aggressive 
nature. They only fired at some enemy at long range and despite 
"stooging" failed to draw any serious fire. Contact with flanks of 
50 Div and 53 Div was established and the Sqn duly returned to 
harbour of 2100 hrs, having been relieved by 2 Bn Gordons. 
  The C.O. attended a Div 'O' Gp at 2045 hrs. The Regtl tasks were 
as under:- 
  'C' Sqn to recce the area of the ALBERT Canal Bank from incl 
121823 to the Class I Br. 
  'B' Sqn to similarly recce from incl KAPEL 0286 to the inter-Div 
Bdy. 
  'A' Sqn - maintenance. 

 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 

13.    The day developed very differently from what was expected and the 
Regt did far more than on previous occasions when it has been 
possible to fully brief Sqns and patrols the night before. 'C' & 'B' 
Sqns moved out at 0715 hrs and it soon became obvious that the 
situation had considerably altered during the night and the enemy 
were in nothing like the strength they were supposed to be. At 0830 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

hrs the C.O. gave fresh instructions to 'A' & 'B' Sqns. 'A' Sqn were 
to recce Brs 1193 and 0793 and the area between them. 'B' Sqn to 
recce the area between the two canals excl GHEEL and up to RETHY. 
'A' Sqn patrols met no opposition until approaching the Brs. Both 
brs were blown and a considerable amount of opposition was 
encountered on the far bank of the canal, but comparatively little 
on this side. 
  'B' Sqn met no opposition until approaching MOLL at about 1415 
hrs, where a battle took place and lasted some considerable time. 
However, a by-pass was found by which the tanks and inf could go 
round to seize and hold the br at DONCK. A loud explosion had been 
heard by 'B' Sqn at 1530 hrs, which was, in fact, the blowing of the 
Br at DONCK. This infm was not confirmed until 1830 hrs. The Div 
Comd wanted the area between MOLL and GHEEL to be combed and the 
Canal searched for any likely bridging sites. 'C' Sqn was allotted 
this task at about 1400 hrs and reported that a certain amount of 
opposition was met on both sides of the canal although all the Brs 
were blown. 
  Rep was sent to recce a Regtl harbour area in MEERHOUT 1484 and at 
1530 hrs the C.O. decided it was advisable to get the whole Regt 
across the ALBERT Canal and therefore ordered the Regt to harbour in 
MEERHOUT that evening. All Sqns concentrated at dusk. Locations:- 
  RHQ, 'B' Sqn, 'A' Echelon - 152858. 
  'C' & 'A' Sqns - MEERHOUT. 

 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

14.    'B' Sqn were ordered to recce the Brs between the ALBERT Canal and 
the JUNCTION Canal on the Canal D'EMBRANCHEMENT. All Brs on this 
canal were reported to be blown. The C.O. attended Div 'O' Gp where 
it was stated that the 7 Armd Div were coming up on our left flank 
to the area SOUTH of HERENTHALS and that 15 Div were most anxious 
that no enemy should escape EAST from HERENTHALS before 7 Armd Div 
arrived. 'B' Sqn were ordered to do this job and to contact 7 Armd 
Div tomorrow, 15th. 'B' Sqn were also ordered to send a patrol to 
accompany an RE Recce Offr to examine the Br at 2594. 

 

 15    'C' Sqn were ordered to watch the area SOUTH of the JUNCTION Canal 
to prevent any infiltration between the DONCK Br and the 44 Bde 
B'head at 0792. They remained there during the day. 
  'B' Sqn carried out the task of contacting 7 Armd Div and returned 
to harbour having completed the task of handing over to 7 Armd Div 
by 1500 hrs. 
  Field Marshall Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, DSO, MC, visited Div HQ 
to present medal ribbons awarded in earlier battles. The Regt formed 

 



the Guard of Honour which was commanded by Capt L.T. FORD. The Div 
Comd complimented the Regt on the high standard of turn-out. 

 
 

B.L.A. 

16    A quiet day for the Regt, except 'C' Sqn who continued their task 
of watching the JUNCTION Canal from incl 117938 to 206960. Small 
parties of the enemy only were encountered and the Sqn remained on 
this task during the day. 
  The Padre left us for 193 Fd. Amb. on temporary attachment. 

 

 17    Similar to the 16th with 'C' Sqn continuing with their task of 
watching the JUNCTION Canal. The Assault Tp of 'A' Sqn was placed 
under command of 'C' Sqn to assist them. 'B' Sqn provided an escort 
to RE Br building at 200928. 

 

 18    'C' Sqn were again allotted the task on the JUNCTION Canal. Higher 
authority were very worried about this area and a composite force - 
6 Royal Scots, 'C' Coy 1 Mx (MGs), Pl 'D' Coy 1 Mx (Mortars) with 
considerable arty support was put under comd of the C.O. The enemy 
was fairly active in patrolling during the late afternoon and 
captured 2 men from 'C' Sqn. 

 

 19.    The C.O. remained in command of assault forces watching SOUTH bank 
of Canal. Nothing of interest happened. 

 

B.L.A. 20    Nothing of operational interest. 
  Lieut. Colonel J.A. GRANT PETERKIN was posted to 43 Div as GSO 1, 
and Major K.C.C. SMITH assumed command of the Regt. Major P.T.I. 
MacDIARMID was appointed 2 i/c of Regt and various other internal 
alterations were made. 
  The Regt was ordered to move up to HOLLAND (STEENSEL area) 
tomorrow. 
  'B' Sqn were to remain and help 44 Bde in the MOLL area watching 
the SOUTH bank of the JUNCTION Canal. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

21    The Regt arrived in HOLLAND and were harboured in the HEIKE area 
about 4000 yards WEST of EINDHOVEN. 'C' Sqn sent out Officer patrols 
to the line of the WILHELMINA Canal to contact U.S. Forces in the 
area of EINDHOVEN and SON (ZON). 'C' Sqn recced the brs SOUTH of 
BEST and OIRSCHOT. They contacted the 502 Parachute Inf Regt, U.S. 
Army, in the SON (ZON) and EINDHOVEN areas and tied up with them. 
The Regt, less one Sqn ('B' Sqn) under command 46 Bde Gp which was 
going to attempt an assault crossing of the WILHELMINA Canal 
tomorrow. Regtl re-organisation completed as under:- 
  Major K.C.C. SMITH assumes command. 
  Major P.T.I. MacDIARMID to 2 i/c Regt. 
  Lieut G.R. BLOUNT to be Capt & Adjt. 
  Capt W.B. LIDDELL to be 2 i/c 'C' Sqn 
  Capt L.T. FORD from 2 i/c 'C' Sqn to O.C. 'HQ' Sqn. 

 



  Major G.A. GADDUM from O.C. 'HQ' Sqn to O.C. 'A' Sqn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

22    46 Bde Gp were involved in the BEST area and were to inform the 
Regt when it was safe to cross the Class 9 Br and carry out tasks as 
follows:- 
  'A' Sqn to move NORTH via BOXTEL and in the event of all well to 
carry straight on to HERTOGENBOSCH, 44 Bde following them up. 
  'B' Sqn in support of 46 Bde, as soon as the situation allowed, to 
pass through 46 Bde and recce on their front to OIRSCHOT and then 
along the main Rd running NE and to the SOUTH of this road. 
  'C' Sqn to recce the area between the main BEST - HERTOGENBOSCH Rd 
and the BEST - OIRSCHOT - TILBURG Rd. 
  As there was only a Cl 9 Br, the 2 Staghounds of 'B' Sqn could not 
cross, and therefore they were ordered to move on 30 Corps 
Maintenance Route via SON (ZON) and St OEDENRODE and to join their 
Sqn by coming down the St OEDENRODE - BEST Rd. 
  46 Bde were seriously involved in BEST and it was not until 1400 
hrs that they considered it reasonable for 'A' Sqn to commence their 
advance Northwards across the Br. 'A' Sqn quickly made contact with 
the enemy who were holding strong posns across the main Rd about 
4000 yds NORTH of BEST. They patrolled EAST and WEST but could find 
no way round and it soon became evident that it would require a 
considerable force to clear this posn up. The other two Sqns 
remained on the SOUTH side of the Canal and 'A' Sqn were drawn back 
at night. R.H.Q. was established at AACHT (3922) with the Sqns 
harboured on either side the main Rd. 
  'B' Sqn Staghound patrol made very slow progress owing to 
considerable traffic congestion, but eventually contacted the 
Americans at St OEDENRODE and got very valuable information on the 
general situation on the St OEDENRODE - BEST Rd. It was clear that 
the enemy were in the general vicinity of this rd although they were 
not taking a particularly active part. This patrol withdrew back 
into St OEDENRODE for the night. 

 

 23.    The plan of the 22 Sep was to be put into operation in the event 
of it being feasible, but again 'A' Sqn were held up in a similar 
position to the day before, having crossed the Br at 0600 hrs. 44 
Bde following up 'A' Sqn made abortive efforts all day to clear up 
the situation and allow 'A' Sqn to proceed. 
  'B' Sqn's Staghound patrol repeated yesterday's performance. 

 

 
 
 
 

24  'A' Sqn continued patrolling on the front of 44 Bde but could make 
no progress and were then ordered to commence patrolling down the 
main Rd BEST - St. OEDENRODE. 'C' Sqn were ordered to take over the 

 



B.L.A. close protection of the Cl 9 and Cl 40 Brs at BEST, so relieving the 
inf who were holding them. 

 25.    'A' Sqn continued to patrol in the bridge-head and moved up axis 
Rd BEST - DONDENDONK - St OEDENRODE. Enemy reported in fairly large 
numbers in the woods NORTH of Rd 3830 - 3930. 
  'B' Sqn ordered to recce to the Rly line NORTH of BEST to see if 
there had been any withdrawal by the enemy. If possible they were to 
try and recce the tracks to the WEST. The enemy were still covering 
the Rly so it was impossible for 'B' Sqn to make any progress. 

 

 26    R.H.Q. moved up to LE VEULT (25,000 Sheet 5 (Holland) 389284). 'A' 
Sqn recced the general area of large woods 3830 - 3930. 'B' Sqn 
moved up to St OEDENRODE and recced the area on the EAST of 'A' Sqn 
along the line of the R. DOMMEL towards LIEMPDE. 'C' Sqn remained in 
close protection of the Brs. In the evening 'A' Sqn were moved to 
the X Rds at BEST to take over their protection from 6 KOSB. 

 

B.L.A. 27    'A' Sqn relieved of BEST X Rds by 2 GORDONS and moved up to LE 
VEULT area to fill the gap between 2 GORDONS and 2 A & SH. 'B' Sqn 
continued recce role on right flank, working from their base at St 
OEDENRODE. 'C' Sqn relieved of Br protection by RE at 0800 hrs and 
rested until taking over from 'A' Sqn in LE VEULT area at 1600 hrs, 
when 'A' Sqn went into reserve SOUTH of the canal. 

 

 28    R.H.Q. same location. 'A' Sqn rest SOUTH of the bridge-head in 
AACHT area. 'B' Sqn continued patrolling on the right flank and they 
gained very valuable and accurate information. 44 Bde attacked in 
this area and gained a certain amount of ground. 'C' Sqn remained in 
LE VEULT area holding the gap. About 1730 hrs the Div were most 
anxious about enemy reported forming up in wood 3931. This was dealt 
with by Arty and after recced by 'B' Sqn patrol. Div were still most 
unhappy about the position but later the C.O. discovered it was 
adequately protected by 2 Searchlight detachments and crews on both 
sides the wood. 

 

B.L.A. 29    R.H.Q. static in same area. 'B' Sqn continue patrolling in St. 
OEDENRODE area until relieved by 'A' Sqn in the late afternoon. 'B' 
Sqn remained in this area. 'C' Sqn holding the gap in LE VEULT area. 

 

 30    R.H.Q. moved to St OEDENRODE. 'A' Sqn in support of 158 Bde 
carried out recces on EAST of R. DOMMEL. They gained valuable 
information during the day. They moved forward to 426328 where they 
acted as "long stop" to 158 Bde who were very spread out. 'B' Sqn 
resting in St. OEDENRODE area. 'C' Sqn in LE VEULT area. 
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B.L.A. 1    R.H.Q. located at St OEDENRODE. The Regt generally employed on 
the same task: 'A' Sqn patrolling on the EAST side of the R. 
DOMMEL for 158 Bde of 53 Div: 'B' Sqn resting: 'C' Sqn protecting 
30 Corps C.L. in the LE VLEUT area. A Regt Harbour rep met the 
A.A. & Q.M.G. at BEEK for an allocation of a concentration area 
on the Div moving to 8 Corps. The Regt was allotted a harbour 
area on the NORTH side of HELMOND. During the day 'A' Sqn did 
some very good foot patrolling which gained valuable information 
for 158 Bde and towards evening their Sqn HQ and reserve Tp was 
moved to the Rd Junc NORTH of St OEDENRODE to act as a back stop 
to 158 Bde. 

 

 2.    Regt Harbour party moved to HELMOND. R.H.Q. remained static at 
St OEDENRODE. 'A' & 'C' Sqns also remained in the St OEDENRODE - 
VLEUT area doing the same jobs as yesterday. 'B' Sqn moved to the 
concentration area and were settled in by 1700 hrs. 

 

 
B.L.A. 

3.    R.H.Q. remained at St OEDENRODE till 1600 hrs when they moved 
to concentration area at HELMOND (Ref HOLLAND 1/100,000 Sh 4, 
560223). 'C' Sqn were relieved from protection of 30 Corps C.L. 
by 2 Derby Yeo, and moved to join 'B' Sqn and R.H.Q. in the 
concentration area. 'A' Sqn remained as back stop to 158 Bde till 
relieved the next day by elements of 51 (H) Div who were 
relieving 15 (S) Div in the Best - St OEDENRODE area. 

 

 4    'A' Sqn relieved and joined the rest of the Regt at HELMOND.  
 5    Regt static and at rest in HELMOND.  
 6    Regt static and at rest in HELMOND. In the afternoon the 

G.O.C., Maj.Gen. C.M. BARBER, DSO, addressed the Officers of the 
Div and in the evening the massed Pipes and Drums of the 15 (S) 
Division beat the retreat in the grounds of HELMOND Castle. 

 

 7    Regt at rest.  
 
 

8    In the morning the Regt held a ceremonial Regt Church Parade. 
The Pipe Band of 2 Bn Gordon Highlanders marched us to Church and 
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B.L.A. Lieut.Colonel K.C.C. SMITH inspected the Regt and took the 
salute. At lunch time the C.O. was ordered to report to HQ 8 
Corps at 1430 hrs as there was the possibility of the Regt coming 
under comd 11 Armd Div. The Regt was ordered to provide 
protection and to link up between the right of 11 Armd Div and 
the left of U.S. Forces (7 U.S. Armd Div) between the wood NORTH 
of DEURNE and the wood NORTH of MILLHEEZE. 'B' Sqn were allotted 
this task and ordered to be in posn by dark. They left HELMOND 
1745 hrs with additional orders to patrol fwd to the line of the 
canal WEST of DEURNE the next day if possible. Regt came under 
comd 11 Armd Div w.e.f. this order. 

 9    The Regt less 'B' Sqn remained at rest in the HELMOND area. 'B' 
Sqn in posn as ordered on the rd DEURNE - RIPS. During the day 
they attempted to patrol fwd but regrettably the patrol was 
ambushed and Lieut GOODRICH was lost, believed PW and wounded. 

 

 10    Regt less 'B' Sqn at rest. 'B' Sqn remained out in posn until 
relieved by 'A' Sqn in the afternoon. 

 

B.L.A. 11    Regt at rest. 'A' Sqn in posn on Rd DEURNE - RIPS.  
 12    'A' Sqn in posn until relieved by 'C' Sqn in the afternoon. 

Remainder of Regt at rest in HELMOND. 
 

 13    Regt resting. 'C' Sqn doing protection and link between 11 Armd 
Div and 7 US Armd Div. 

 

 14    'C' Sqn remained on their job until relieved by 'B' Sqn in the 
afternoon. Remainder of Regt at rest in HELMOND. 

 

 15    'B' Sqn continued role in area DEURNE - RIPS. In the morning 11 
Armd Div had indications that the enemy had withdrawn from the 
canal and 'B' Sqn were ordered at 1200 hrs to confirm this, by 
patrols up to the canal. By 1530 hrs they confirmed that there 
were no enemy on the line of the canal and drew back to their 
original posns at dusk. As a result of these patrols 11 Armd Div 
commenced building a Br at 690270 at 1630 hrs. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

16    'C' Sqn were ordered to re-comb the area again and confirm that 
there were still no enemy on the line of the canal, and to link 
up with 7 US Armd Div. They remained on the canal all day and 
were called back to HELMOND at dusk. 'A' Sqn were placed under 
comd 46 Bde for future ops and carried out a rehearsal with that 
Inf Bde. 'B' Sqn and R.H.Q. remained at rest in HELMOND. 1 Tp 'B' 
Sqn were ordered at 1600 hrs to take up posns to prevent the Cl 
40 Br at 690270 from being blown up by saboteurs during the 
night. No incidents occurred during the night. 

 

 17    'B' Sqn Tp released from job on Br and returned to HELMOND at 
1200 hrs. 

 



 18    Regt reverted to comd 15 (S) Div. 46 Bde Op cancelled and 'A' 
Sqn reverted to comd Regt. At 2200 hrs C.O. went to 227 Bde HQ 
for 'O' Gp and Regt was put under comd of 227 Bde. 227 Bde Group 
to take over from 2 Bdes of 51 Inf Div and 2 Derby Yeo in area of 
BEST - St OEDENRODE. 
Regt was to leave HELMOND 1030 hrs 19 Oct and move up to relieve 
2 Derby Yeo and 5 Coys of 5 Camerons in the area LE VLEUT - BEST. 

 

 
B.L.A. 

19    Regt moved up without incident and take-over was completed by 
1700 hrs. 
  Locations as under:- 
  (Ref HOLLAND Sh 18NW, 18 SW, 1/25,000). 
R.H.Q. - X Track 389284. 'A' Sqn - Area STEENEEG - X Tracks 
372278. 'B' Sqn - took over the area which was held before by 2 A 
& SH, nicknamed the "Box" (382293). These posns were within 100 
yards of the enemy FDLs. 'C' Sqn - area of LE VLEUT. Regt was 
very thin on the ground, covering, in fact, what had been a Bde 
front previously. 10 HLI were on our RIGHT in the area 
DONDERDONK; 9 Cams on our LEFT in the BEST area.  

 

 20    A very quiet night. No change in locations. In the morning 'B' 
Sqn had trouble; a mortar stonk killing one OR and wounding 6 
others, all from the same Assault Section. Sporadic mortar and 
arty fire during the day. 

 

 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

21.    A quiet night and a quiet day, with nothing to report but 
occasional shell and mortar fire. The A & SH are to do patrols 
through our posns at night, and HLI and 9 Cams on our RIGHT and 
LEFT respectively. 
The Regt was too thin on the ground to provide any patrols. 

 

 22    A very quiet night except for our own arty which by the noise 
must have included quite a number of Medium guns. 

 

 23    A very quiet day with locations unchanged, and except for 
occasional shelling, mostly in the area of the BEST Br and X Rds 
there is nothing to report. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24    An extraordinarily quiet night. 'B' Sqn reported at about 0715 
hrs that they believed the enemy had withdrawn from our front, 
there having been none of the usual coughing and noise of take-
over, as was usual at this time in the morning. 'C' Sqn was 
ordered by the C.O. to patrol through 'B' Sqn and try and confirm 
this. In the meantime this infm was passed to 227 Bde HQ, who, on 
questioning their own Bns, were of the same opinion. 'C' Sqn 
moved up NORTH through 'B' Sqn and at the same time moved a 
patrol on the RIGHT flank so as to try and have a look at LIEMPDE 
from the EAST. As a result of the early infm from these patrols 

 



B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the C.O. was convinced that the enemy had drawn back, at least 
from our immediate front. 'A' Sqn was ordered by him to move up 
the main BEST - BOXTEL Rd to VRILKHOVEN and at the same time to 
tap out WEST towards our old "friend" the Rly running from BEST 
to BOXTEL. 'C' Sqn was soon held up by the bad going, and a 
number of mines and Rd blocks across the tracks in the woods, but 
'A' Sqn were able to reach VRILKHOVEN with little incidence apart 
from a rather large Rd block which was mined and booby-trapped. 
The Rd block, of approx 120 yds, consisted of felled trees which 
were mined and booby-trapped. 'A' Sqn were able to by-pass this 
block to the EAST and push fwd. As all infm now pointed to the 
fact that the enemy had now made a general withdrawal. 'C' Sqn, 
as they could not get on, were ordered to concentrate at VLEUT. 
'A' Sqn were going well and so were ordered to contact 51 (H) 
Div, who were reported in the village of LIEMPDE, approaching the 
village from the WEST. 'A' Sqn contacted 51 (H) Div (5 Seaforths) 
in LIEMPDE. Another patrol reached the outskirts of BOXTEL 
confirming the Br on the main Rd was blown and crossing the river 
by assault boat they managed to contact the Dutch Resistance who 
confirmed that BOXTEL was evacuated but that the Highland Div was 
still shelling it and had made no attempt to enter the town. This 
was all passed back to Corps who said they would put the matter 
in hand. 'B' Sqn, at 1000 hrs, were released from the "Box" and 
allowed to reform into a Reconnaissance Sqn, and were ready to 
move Westwards towards OIRSCHOT at 1130 hrs, but 227 Bde were not 
prepared to let them go until Inf had confirmed that NASTEBEST 
was clear of enemy. At 1300 hrs it was stressed that unless the 
Sqn was released forthwith little could be done that day as the 
hours of daylight were very short. By nightfall, 'B' Sqn had 
reached SPORDONK where they caught a few Germans napping. The Br 
was partly blown. This Br they held until relieved by a Unit of 
44 Bde at approx 2000 hrs. The RE were ordered to repair the Br 
during the night ready for an early start next morning. 'B' Sqn 
concentrated and spent the night in SPORDONK. 
'A' Sqn, having completed their job, concentrated in the BEST 
area for the night, and 'C' Sqn remained in the LE VEULT area 
with orders to be ready to patrol with one Tp along the line of 
the WILHELMINA Canal on the front of 44 Bde so as to approach 
TILBURG from the SOUTH. Generally this was a very good day, 
especially by 'B' Sqn who advanced some 9 or 10 miles and by 'A' 
Sqn who did some very quick work on the BEST - BOXTEL Rd. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

Unfortunately Major G.A. GADDUM was wounded during the afternoon 
when he stepped on an A.P. mine, and has since been reported as 
"died of wounds". Very few enemy were seen during the day and 
only 7 PW were taken. The main problems were Rd blocks, which 
were mined and booby-trapped, and the tracks, some of which were 
almost impassable while others were mined. (Infm about mines and 
definite locality of one mine-field where a carrier of 'A' Sqn 
had been blown up was pointed out to the Inf by the C.O. when he 
heard they were going by that route the next day. It is regretted 
that the Inf took no notice of this infm, and, of course, blew up 
one of their carriers alongside 'A' Sqn's). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

25    'B' Sqn advanced on the front of 46 Bde to the outskirts of 
TILBURG. They had one brush with the enemy and they succeeded in 
killing some 10 - 15 Germans. Progress was slow owing to Br 
demolitions which were extensive. Contact was made with the enemy 
just short of MOERGESTEL and an Inf and Tank attack was planned. 
However, as this was forming up the enemy withdrew and the tanks 
went fwd and threw a Br across the stream which enabled our 
patrols to proceed. No other contact was made with the enemy 
until reaching the WILHELMINA Canal, it being quite clear from 
reports sent back that TILBURG could only be lightly held at this 
stage. 
Extensive patrolling was carried out to find what Brs were 
intact. 'B' Sqn managed to seize a Br at 189322 intact which 
would enable a raid to be carried out on the main Rly Br at 
177327. 9 Cams took over from 'B' Sqn and were to put in an 
attack on the Rly Br to try and seize it during the night. The 
patrol from 'C' Sqn moving along the canal bank found progress 
almost impossible [owing] to slit trenches and very bad going. 
Every effort was made to by-pass, but by 1200 hrs it was found no 
further progress could be made and the patrol withdrawn. 
Locations:- 
  'A' & 'C' Sqns, R.H.Q. - LE VEULT Area. 
  'B' Sqn - MOERGESTEL. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26    R.H.Q. moved to OIRSCHOT, being est by 0930 hrs. 'B' Sqn 
remained in area MOERGESTEL, being turned out of their covered 
accommodation to enable HQ 227 Bde to go in. 'C' Sqn were moved 
up to OIRSCHOT, arriving approx 1100 hrs. 'C' Sqn were ordered to 
carry out Offr patrols SOUTH of the WILHELMINA Canal, crossing 
the BIEST Br, with the job of contacting 4 Armd Bde and carrying 
out a full route recce of the rds in the area. Owing to traffic 
congestion these patrols did not get across the BIEST Br before 

 



 
 
 

B.L.A. 

approx 1400 hrs, thus being left with very little daylight to 
complete their recce. However, some very valuable infm was 
obtained. 'A' Sqn was moved into OIRSCHOT during the afternoon, 
and it was decided as 'C' Sqn might be required to carry out 
further recces, to move them to the area BIEST and their location 
at OIRSCHOT allotted to the Tps of 'B' Sqn who had been turned 
out by 227 Bde HQ. 

 27    The Inf of the Div moved into TILBURG with virtually no 
opposition and the Regt was now squeezed out, and without a role. 
Locations were as under:- 
R.H.Q. - OIRSCHOT.  'A' Sqn - OIRSCHOT.  'C' Sqn Area of BIEST. 
'B' Sqn - Sqn HQ and 1 Tp at OIRSCHOT; remainder at MOERGESTEL.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

28    C.O. appreciated we should either be used for role WEST of 
TILBURG towards BREDA or moved back again to the area of the 
German counter-attack SE of HELMOND, and this being so, tried to 
find out from Div. It appeared clear there were two possible 
roles for the Regt. 
1. To move to TILBURG and operate Westwards. (2) The whole Div to 
be called back to assist 8 Corps in stemming the German counter-
attack against U.S. Armd Div. Strong representations were made to 
allow the Regt to remain in situ. Div HQ, however, moved that the 
Regt must move and concentrate at HILVARENBEEK. This meant one 
day's valuable maintenance was lost. A rep was ordered to report 
to Div HQ at 2130 hrs to receive instrs which were to the effect 
that the Div would move across to the general area of HELMOND to 
stop the counter-attack. 

 

 29    The Regt moved to HELMOND, arriving at 1415 hrs, and was 
billeted in the town. 'B' Sqn harbour area received a direct hit 
from a bomb during the night which made a crater 20' deep and 40' 
wide across, only 2 minor casualties but a tremendous mess. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

30     The Regt was given the task of acting as long stop to the Inf 
Bdes to endeavour to prevent infiltration. This was done by 
placing 'A' Sqn to the NORTH operating from OMMEL; 'C' Sqn to the 
SOUTH operating from HEUSDEN. As very little was known about the 
enemy, active patrolling was ordered. 'A' Sqn wanted to move 
NORTH to SOUTH across 11 Armd Div front, but as 15/19 Hussars 
were in posn of obs with excellent covering fire posns it was 
decided that 15/19 Hussars would get better infm than ourselves 
over this type of country and the fire of the tanks would not be 
masked, therefore limited patrolling only was possible. Two cars 
were knocked out by an A/Tk weapon in LIESEL but the crews 
escaped without injury. 'C' Sqn managed to gain very valuable 

 



infm both of the enemy and of the ground, and in particular Lieut 
MORRIS put up a very good performance on the RIGHT of the Glasgow 
Highlanders where he greatly assisted in breaking up a very nasty 
German counter-attack. 'B' Sqn were detailed to provide two Offr 
patrols to contact and gain as much infm from U.S. Armd Div. The 
Sqn itself moved to the SOUTH end of ZOMEREN at approx 1400 hrs 
and remained in reserve. Locations for the night:- R.H.Q. - 
ZOMEREN 598107. 'A' Sqn - OMMEL 6115. 'B' Sqn - ZOMEREN 605086. 
'C' Sqn - HEUSDEN 6212. 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

31    'A' Sqn carried out liaison patrols with 11 Armd Div. 'C' Sqn 
limited patrols on 227 Bde front. 'B' Sqn ordered to carry out 
RIGHT Flank protection to 227 Bde and to liaise with 7 U.S. Armd 
Div. 'A' Sqn were later pulled into res in the ZOMEREN Area. 'C' 
Sqn had a quiet day and remained in HEUSDEN. 
  A Tp of 'B' Sqn had a most interesting party at the school 
635069 which had been re-occupied by the Germans. This "battle" 
was entirely organised by the Tp Leader on the spot, and close 
co-operation with 7 US Armd Div. While the Americans were not 
prepared to do anything on their own to turn out the enemy, they 
were perfectly willing to give us all the assistance they could. 
The Tp was loaned two SP guns by the Americans and these guns 
brought to within 200 yds of the buildings around the school, and 
proceeded to deal with these buildings, while the Tp mopped up as 
the rabbits bolted. PW stated that the party consisted of 22 
Germans, of which 13 were killed and 7 taken prisoner. 
Identification 6 Para LEHR Regt HERMANN. It was clear from study 
of the map that these buildings were vital to the Div as right 
flank protection, and in spite of the fact that they were in 7 US 
Armd Div area, as the Americans were not prepared to hold the 
buildings, 'B' Sqn were ordered to leave a troop in the area to 
hold these buildings at all costs. 
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B.L.A. 1  Locations : RHQ   ZOMEREN (Holland Sh 26 NE 1/25,000, MR 598107) 
'A' Sqn           Concentrated for night OMMEL 6115 
'B' Sqn           School NIEWWE PAROCHIE 
'C' Sqn           HEUSDEN 6212 
In the morning 'A' Sqn relieved 'B' Sqn in the NIEWWE PAROCHIE 
area, and took over the posn at the sch, on the bdy between 15 
(S) Div and 7 US Armd Div. One tp held this posn and the 
remainder of the Sqn was available for patrolling if necessary. 
'B' Sqn moved up to the area S of HEUSDEN and remained at rest 
the whole day. 'C' Sqn were to patrol down the LIESEL - MEIJEL 
Axis in front of 46 Bde. During the day a call was made on 'A' 
Sqn for patrols who were to patrol in the area S of the HLI posn, 
one Tp of 'B' Sqn was put under comd 'A' Sqn to assist them in 
this patrolling. Patrolling was carried out in this area and in 
front of 44 Bde psns from WEST to EAST, that is towards LIESEL - 
MOOSDIJK rd. Generally infm was good; a number of mines and mined 
areas being discovered and enemy posns pin-pointed at a number of 
places. A posn of about pl strength discovered at Pt 283 (6507) 
yesterday, was again investigated prior to an attack by 2 A & SH. 
During the day the patrol of 'A' Sqn spotted a Panther and acted 
as OP while Med arty stonked it. A definite hit is not claimed 
but no further movement was seen from the tank. 'C' Sqn carried 
out their task in front of 46 Bde, pinpointing two 75mm guns and 
various inf posns. Mines were also discovered, mostly in the 
verges and on the tracks leading to the main rd. Later in the 
afternoon 'A' Sqn reported that their posn at the sch on the 
inter-allied bdy was engaged by some enemy NBWs and SP guns. A 
request to Div for arty sup was refused on the grounds that the 
enemy were over Div bdy. However, a rep was sent to contact the 
US fmn on our right who were very helpful and used their guns to 
good effect. At about 1800 hrs 227 Bde enquired if we were 
holding the posn in the woods S of the HLI (which we had held 
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last night). As the Argylls had attacked during the day towards 
the pimple (Pt 283) it had not been considered necessary for the 
Regt to hold the wood posn, but as an insurance 'B' Sqn took over 
these posns in the dark. 

 2  RHQ static at same locn. 'A' Sqn continued patrolling in the area 
S of the HLI and 227 Bde and maintained their posn at the Sch. 
This was found to be very useful as a means of liaison between 
ourselves and the Americans. Generally the day was quiet except 
for intermittent shelling. 'A' Sqns patrols visited the pimple 
attacked by the Argylls yesterday and found no enemy in that 
area. 'C' Sqn patrolled on the axis LIESEL - MEIJEL and pin-
pointed several more enemy posns S of MOOSDIJK. During the day 
Comd of this Bde wanted further patrols and it was necessary to 
put in 'B' Sqn who had been in reserve in the area of HEUSDEN. 

 

 3  RHQ static same locn. 'A' Sqn had a very quiet day, still holding 
their posn at the Sqn and patrolling in the area of the pimple to 
ensure no enemy infiltrated. 'B' Sqn were ordered to patrol in 
front of 44 Bde during their adv towards MEIJEL. In point of fact 
very little progress was made as the Inf were virtually in 
contact before the adv started. However, we were able to flush 
several 75mm A.Tk guns which were on the E of the DEURNE Canal 
which could certainly not have been discovered unless B Sqn did 
this patrol. C Sqn patrolled along the main axis HEUSDEN - MEIJEL 
and discovered several minefields and one specially good foot 
patrol by Lt. ROYLE who discovered a crater and sent back 
accurate infm despite very hy enemy shelling. B Sqn were placed 
under comd 46 Bde for flank protection to the Div during the 
attack on MEIJEL, which is to take place tomorrow. 

 

 4  The Div attack was postponed for 24 hrs so B Sqn were not needed 
today. A and C Sqns both remained in their last locns and 
generally a very quiet and restful day. 

 

 5.  B Sqn under comd 46 Bde, took up their posns as left flank 
protection in the area E of LIESEL, facing the canal. The Div 
attack fizzled out as the majority of tanks were bogged at the 
commencement of the attack. RHQ, A and C Sqns remained static in 
same locns. 

 

 6  A quiet day. B Sqn remained on left flank protection role under 
comd 46 Bde. The Regt to arrange our own reliefs of this Sqn in 
conjunction with 46 Bde. Regt relief plan is: 1 Sqn to be under 
46 Bde comd for flank protection role; 1 Sqn in res in the area 
of HEUSDEN for any immediate tasks and 1 Sqn to rest in HELMOND. 

 



This is to take effect tomorrow 7 NOV. Regt harbour rep arranged 
accm in HELMOND. 

 7  C Sqn relieved B Sqn and came under comd 46 Bde in the bog area E 
of LIESEL. They had a very quiet day and had nothing to report. B 
Sqn moved to HELMOND and took over the rest area. A Sqn in 
reserve in the HEUSDEN area, but kept their commitments of a 
standing patrol at the Sch on the inter-allied bdy. RHQ static 
same locn. 

 

 8  A quiet day: all Sqns in same locns. During the afternoon A Sqn 
were relieved of their commitments of the Sch and RHQ moved into 
ZOMEREN itself (593116) to allow elements of 51 (H) Div to take 
over on our rt in the general area as occupied by 7 US Div. 

 

 9  A quiet day. A Sqn relieved C Sqn at 1100 hrs. C Sqn to rest in 
HELMOND. B Sqn into res at HEUSDEN. In the afternoon the Sch 
suddenly assumed importance in the minds of the staff and a tp 
was sent back there for the night. 

 

 10  A Sqn left flank protection under comd 46 Bde. C Sqn at rest in 
HELMOND. B Sqn in reserve at HEUSDEN, retaining post at the Sch. 
RHQ were static in same locn. 

 

 11  B Sqn relieved A Sqn and A Sqn moved to HELMOND. C Sqn to 
HEUSDEN. 

 

 12  B Sqn left flank protection of Div. During the night they 
reported an enemy patrol that approached their posn. This was 
fired at and withdrew. They had nothing else to report except a 
slight increase in shelling in their general area. Remainder of 
Regt no change. 

 

 13  B Sqn left flank protection. A, C and RHQ static in same locns. 
A warning order was received from Div that a Sqn might be needed 
for an unspecified role on the morning of the 15th. 

 

 14  C Sqn relieved B Sqn who moved to HELMOND. A Sqn to HEUSDEN. OC A 
Sqn attended Div O Gp for role tomorrow with 7 Seaforths. 

 

 15  C Sqn in the bog on left flank protection. B Sqn at rest in 
HELMOND. A Sqns task was cancelled almost as soon as the orders 
were given and they remained in Regt res at HEUSDEN. 

 

 16  Locns unchanged. Nothing to report.  
 17  A Sqn relieved C Sqn who moved to HELMOND.  
 18  A Sqn patrolled as ordered by 46 Bde and reached the canal banks 

at 707128 and made contact with small enemy outposts in that 
area. They had nothing further to report. During the time the 
Sqns were resting in HELMOND a small percentage was also sent 
from RHQ and HQ Sqn. 

 



 19  In view of pending ops C Sqn were recalled from HELMOND and 
ordered to harbour by dark in the MEIJEL area. One of their tps 
was to be ready to move in the morning under comd of B Sqn over 
the Canal de DEURNE. The whole of the MEIJEL area was very 
heavily mined and C Sqn lost two vehs whilst moving into a fwd 
post where they were to relieve the RSF to enable the Inf to be 
in posn to follow B Sqn in the morning. No personnel cas. A RHQ 
harbour rep recced MEIJEL for a likely area for RHQ to move up 
to. A Sqn patrolled to the canal again for 46 Bde to confirm if 
possible whether the enemy had moved back from the canal to 
HELENAVEEN. A Sqn patrol did not make contact with the enemy. 
Plan for 20 NOV: 227 Bde are to cross the Canal and move up to 
BERINGEN. 49 Recce holding BERINGEN for the night. Regt task: B 
Sqn with under comd one tp C Sqn to patrol up the main BERINGEN - 
SEVENUM axis under 227 Bde, also to patrol northwards towards 
HELENAVEEN. C Sqn to move over the Canal as soon as practicable 
after B Sqn and harbour as a Regt res in the BERINGE area. A Sqn 
to precede 46 Bde when the necessary bridging has been made and 
HELENAVEEN cleared. 

 

 20  RHQ moved to MEIJEL (709075) and A Ech and HQ Sqn moved to 
HEITRACK (694108). B Sqn moved over the Canal at first light, and 
reached the outskirts of HELENAVEEN by midday. They made several 
small contacts in the woods S of this village but the mines and 
bad going made movement difficult. In the centre they recced up 
the main Div axis which was in fact a track across peat. They 
made best progress possible under very difficult going conditions 
discovering much valuable infm regarding mines and craters etc., 
on the route, and also pin-pointing several enemy posns on the 
centre line and also on the rt flank. By last light the Sqn was 
half way to SEVENUM and the Inf of 227 Bde moved up and took over 
from them. The Sqn then drew to the BERINGEN area. C Sqn had 
moved over the canal as ordered and remained in res all day. B 
Sqn to be relieved by C Sqn in the morning. On A Sqns front 46 
Bde made very slow progress because of bad going and A Sqn did 
not move at all remaining in the LIESEL area. 

 

 21  C Sqn moved out on the main axis at first light and during a day 
of very good patrolling obtained excellent infm despite the very 
bad weather and fearful going. By night they had reached BROEK 
(8011) on the outskirts of VOORSTE STEEG. They made contact in 
BROEK with SP guns and in the general area they found a fair 
number of mines. The bridge on the outskirts of VOORSTE STEEG was 
found to be blown. The proposed Div axis (SKYE route) was fast 

 



becoming a quagmire. A Sqn got over the canal at HELENAVEEN at 
midday and obtained much useful infm regarding the approaches to 
SEVENUM from the WEST. They encountered one A.Tk gun but again 
their main difficulties were mines and the bad going on the 
tracks. This Sqn was withdrawn by 46 Bde to their old area of 
LIESEL for the night. C Sqn were ordered to remain in the area of 
BROEK in the open for the night as the rds were so bad that it 
was not practicable to return to BERINGEN. The main infm of the 
day was of only slight resistance but mines, craters, and mud in 
plenty. 

 22  A Sqn less one tp reverted to comd of the Regt. The one tp did 
patrols in the area of AMERIKA on the line of the VENLO - HELMOND 
rly for 46 Bde. Remainder of the Sqn remained at LIESEL. B Sqn 
remained as Regt res at BERINGEN. RHQ moved over the canal and HQ 
were established BERINGEN (754058) C Sqn. This was a grand day 
for this Sqn. By 1000 hrs they were in SEVENUM and reported the 
town clear apart from demolitions (the Church steeple blown 
across the rd) and general mining of all the exits from the town 
towards the R. MAAS. By midday they had reached the rly crossing 
N of the town at 819157 and reported craters and slight enemy 
opposition from the area of the rly stn. This was successfully 
dealt with. At 1200 hrs Div ordered a patrol to investigate HORST 
(8318) and HEGELSOM. By 1600 hrs the Sqn had completed this and 
reported both towns clear. A grand day by C Sqn of quick adv, but 
of mines, demolitions and again, only slight enemy opposition. 
Nine weasels had been obtained before this op started which we 
found invaluable for supplying the Sqns. By nightfall today all 
the Inf were trying to borrow these from us. 

 

 23  The Regt was given four priority tasks for today by the GOC which 
were to be carried out by C Sqn. First, to report on the village 
of KASTENRAIJ. Secondly, TEN RAIJ. Thirdly, BROCK, and fourthly 
the Woods just S of BROCK. Despite very hy mining especially on 
the northern exits of HORST, and demolitions and rd blocks, C Sqn 
reported the first priority, KASTENRAIJ, clear by 1215 hrs. This 
enabled the inf of the 3 Div to march down the rd and occupy this 
village. The third and fourth priorities of BROCK and the woods 
to the south, were reported clear by 1100 hrs, and on the second 
priority TENRAIJ they made contact at 1500 hrs with MGs dug-in 
along the line of the rly. This patrol carried out foot recce 
about 500 yards from the village itself and reported all that was 
necessary to Div by 1500 hrs, namely that the village was held; 
and reported the pinpoints of several enemy posns. Another very 

 



good day by C Sqn, who had obtained a vast amount of 
extraordinarily accurate infm, especially regarding mines, 
craters, rd blocks, and demolitions. 

 24  C Sqn were again ordered to patrol to TENRAIJ and to confirm that 
the enemy was still there. Patrols progressed well despite hy 
mining and demolitions and without any assistance from sappers or 
of scissors tk-br, both of which were requested. They made 
contact about 1,500 yds from TENRAIJ itself which disclosed that 
the enemy had seeped fwd standing patrols about 1,000 yds during 
the night. By 1400 hrs the Corps Comd told the Regt that C Sqn 
patrols could withdraw as they had got all the infm he desired. 
Patrols withdrew having done another very good job. 

 

 25  RHQ moved up to VOORST STEEG (805128) and HQ established there. 
This was a day of local patrolling by C Sqn mostly on behalf of 
the inf who had not the experience to really patrol on their own 
behalf. Our own inf took over in TENRAIJ and the towns of HORST 
and SEVENUM pushing up behind C Sqn along the line of the rly 
running into BLERICK. The MAAS pocket has shrunk considerably 
during the last few days largely due to C Sqn who have done 
terrific work and is now only a small strip along the river bank 
with pockets in the riverside villages and in the town of BLERICK 
which is the western suburb of VENLO. During the day the 
remainder of the Regt moved up, A Sqn to HORST and B Sqn to 
ULFERHOEK (825153). Plan for tomorrow. C Sqn in front of 227 Bde 
to recce the villages of WANSSUM - BLITTERWIJK - BROEK 
HUIZENVORST, and A Sqn in front of 46 Bde to make a firm base N 
of GRUBBENVORST and patrol N to BROEKHUIZEL, and flush the hun N 
so as to leave 49 Div clear to deal with BLERICK. 

 

 26  By 1030 hrs C Sqn has reached all three of their objectives and 
had reported all the infm necessary. A Sqn recced out in front of 
46 Bde and by midday the MAAS pocket on our front was only a very 
narrow strip which consisted of a few strongpoints along the 
river bank. The Div Inf moved up and took over from the Sqns 
ready to finish the Hun off during the course of the next day. 
The Sqns returned to their harbour areas for the night. 49 Div 
closed in preparatory for their attack on BLERICK. 

 

 27  The Regt had no op role today. C Sqn started a much and well 
deserved rest. 
Locns. RHQ - VOORST STEEG, A Sqn - HORST, B Sqn - ULFERHOEK, C 
Sqn - HORST. 

 

 28  No change from yesterday.  



 29  There was regrouping on a Corps level; 15 Div to deal with 
BLERICK and NOT 49 Div. The Regt was given commitment of one Sqn 
who were to act as left flank protection to the attack on BLERICK 
and to dominate the W bank of the MAAS by observation. The Sqn 
area was S of GRUBBENVORST with posns along the wood (8193) and 
the rly line running N from VENLO. B Sqn took over this 
commitment and were in posn by the early afternoon. Sqn HQ was 
established at 869124. RHQ, A and C Sqns remained in same locns. 

 

 30.  RHQ, C and A Sqns in same locns. B Sqn in posn S of GRUBBENVORST. 
They had nothing to report during today except occasional arty 
and NBW fire. 
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B.L.A. 1    'B' Sqn in the line holding from excl GRUBBENVORST to 8112, with 
Sqn HQ at 869134. RHQ located at VOORSTE STEEG 805129. A quiet day 
apart from some NBW and Arty fire. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

2    Situation unchanged. 'C' Sqn preparing to take part as Gap and 
Traffic Control for Operation "GUILDFORD" (44 (L) Inf Bde attack on 
BLERICK). The Regiment is running the Control layout which was 
worked out on Exercise "BLACKCOCK" in ENGLAND last year. There are 
to be 6 lanes, one for wheels, one for tracks, and one spare on each 
of the two main routes fwd, and we are having three control points 
on each lane, an entrance party, a mid-way party and an exit party. 
Officers are to be in charge of the entrance and exit parties on 
each lane and Sqn HQ are to be Regulating HQ. It was represented 
that to enable this task to be carried out satisfactorily, better 
protection than an Armd Car or Carrier would be required. Four 
Churchill Tanks were therefore lent to us, much against the wishes 
of the Tk Bn Comd concerned. 
  'B' Sqn in the fwd area were in the centre of a dummy FUP, but 
despite the carrying out of deception on a fairly large scale, incl 
the noise of tanks, and activity to simulate the forming up of inf 
and arty, they did not suffer any real enemy "stonking" during the 
day. 

 

 3    Situation unchanged. 'C' Sqn Gap Control party worked very 
smoothly and to the satisfaction of all concerned, the G.O.C. 
sending a congratulatory message thanking Major MILLS, his Officers 
and ORs for a good job of work. 'C' Sqn party suffered no casualties 
in spite of exceptionally heavy shelling, which proved the value of 
the Churchills. 'B' Sqn had a very quiet day with nothing to report. 

 

 4  Situation unchanged.  
 5    'A' Sqn relieved 'B' Sqn. 'A' Sqn made their HQ at 869134. 'B' Sqn 

returned to rest, establishing their HQ at 834182. 
 

 6    Situation unchanged.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 
B.L.A. 

7    Regt Harbour rep sent to LIEROP 573156 to recce a suitable harbour 
area for RHQ, 'A' Echelon and for the two Sqns not committed to the 
role on the banks of the R. MAAS. 

 

 8    Harbour area at LIEROP confirmed.  
 9    'A' Sqn relieved by 'C' Sqn, to come under comd 44 (L) Inf Bde. 

RHQ and 'A' Echelon moved to new location, passing S.P. at 1000 hrs; 
locations as under:- 
  'A' Sqn - 834182.        'B' Sqn - 824153. 
  'C'  "  - 869133             RHQ - 573156. 

 

 10    'A' Sqn moved to LIEROP. The accn is very poor, billets being in 
barns and the attics of the farms, but the advantage of being near a 
centre of entertainment at HELMOND, and well out of range of enemy 
shell-fire out-weigh this. 

 

 11-12.    Situation unchanged.  
 
 

B.L.A. 

13    Situation unchanged. Field Marshall Sir Bernard L. MONTGOMERY 
visited the Div to present medal ribbons to recipients of awards 
granted to date. He presented medal ribbons to 5 Officers and 7 ORs 
of the Regiment and afterwards spoke to the assembled recipients of 
the Div on the War in general, and later to the Comds and 2 i/c's of 
the Bns and Regts in the Div on the War in more detail. 

 

 14    'B' Sqn relieved 'C' Sqn. 'C' Sqn moved to LIEROP.  
 15-19.    Situation unchanged.  
 20    'A' Sqn relieved 'B' Sqn and came under comd 44 (L) Inf Bde. 'B' 

Sqn returned to LIEROP. Over the last 7 days there has been a 
certain amount of enemy patrol activity on our front. The Sqn is, in 
fact, holding the line opposite two of the seven most likely 
crossing places on the Div front. 

 

 21    Situation unchanged. During the night one of their posts was 
ambushed by a fairly strong enemy patrol and 9 ORs reported missing. 
The post ambushed were in houses and would appear to have been taken 
more or less by surprise. 

 

B.L.A. 22    Regt commitment is changed. The area of GRUBBENVORST is now to be 
held by an Inf Bn and the Regt commitment is to be the village of 
HOUT BLERICK, which is to be taken over today. 'A' Sqn was relieved 
from the commitment at GRUBBENVORST by 6 RSF and 'C' Sqn took over 
the new posns in the village of HOUT BELRICK from 6 KOSB. RHQ & 'B' 
Sqn remain at LIEROP. 

 

 23-27    'C' Sqn in the area of HOUT BLERICK under comd 44 (L) Inf Bde. 
During this period they had nothing to report except for the cold 
and damp. Remainder of the Regt at rest and maintenance in LIEROP. 

 



'A', 'B' & 'HQ' Sqns each in turn were able to organise a Christmas 
Dinner, 'A' & 'B' Sqns holding theirs in HELMOND. 

 28    'B' Sqn relieved 'C' Sqn. 'C' Sqn to LIEROP.  
 29-30.    Situation unchanged. 'C' Sqn Christmas Dinner in HELMOND on 30 

Dec. 
 

 
B.L.A. 

31.    Regt has one Sqn committed in the line. i.e. 'B' Sqn under comd 44 
(L) Inf Bde at HOUT BLERICK. Two Sabre Sqns are resting; 'A' & 'C' 
Sqns in the village of LIEROP; RHQ & 'A' Echelon static and located 
at LIEROP 573156. 'B' Echelon has remained the whole month in the 
Div RASC area at ZOMEREN 598107. 
  The following courses were run during the month:- 
   Wireless Cadre.  Commenced 11 Dec. Finishes 7 Jan 45. 
   Gunnery Cadre.   No. 1. 11 - 24 Dec. 
                    No. 2. Commenced 27 Dec. Finishes 4 Jan 45. 
   NCOs Cadre.      No. 1. 11 - 13 Dec. 
                    No. 2. 16 - 18 Dec. 
                    No. 3. 19 - 21 Dec. 
                    No. 4. 27 - 30 Dec. 
                    No. 5. Commenced 30 Dec. Finishes 2 Jan 45. 
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B.L.A. 1  Regiment deployed and located as under:- 
  RHQ & 'A' Echelon - static and located at LIEROP 573156. 
  'A' & 'C' Sqns - resting in village of LIEROP. 
  'B' Sqn under comd 44 (L) Inf Bde and in the line at HOUT BLERICK. 
  'B' Echelon static in Div RASC Area at ZOMEREN 598107. 
  L.A.D. with 'A' Echelon at LIEROP. 
  'B' Sqn have nothing to report from the line except a very quiet 
day, but with the remainder of the Regiment saw the enemy air 
activity which took place over the whole Div area, and, in fact, 
over the whole of the Western Front. No casualties or damage were 
suffered by the Regiment and no hits were claimed on enemy aircraft. 

 

 2    Locations as yesterday. Nothing to report.  
 3    'A' Sqn relieved 'B' Sqn at HOUT BLERICK, 'B' Sqn returning to 

rest at LIEROP. The remainder of the Regiment - locations unchanged 
and nothing to report. 

 

B.L.A. 4    Locations unchanged. During the day thaw set in and road 
conditions worsened considerably. Road Thaw Precautions were taken 
into effect during the day, Class 5 traffic being the only type of 
traffic allowed on the roads. 

 

 5    No change from yesterday.  
 6    No change from yesterday.  
 7    Operationally, no change. A Regimental Church Parade was held in 

the morning, and the Regiment was inspected by Major General C.M. 
BARBER, DSO, GOC 15 (S) Inf Div. 

 

 8    Regiment given a further commitment in that one Sabre Sqn was to 
be in mobile reserve to the Div and was to be located under comd of 
the Bde Group in the ROGGEL area. The tasks of this Sqn were:- 
   (i) To recce the advance of the counter-attack force. 
  (ii) To be available as a mobile column in the event of the enemy 
       attempting to cross the MAAS in any strength. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



B.L.A. 9    'A' Sqn relieved by 'C' Sqn at HOUT BLERICK. Nothing further to 
report. 

 

 10    In view of the commitment of two Sqns, RHQ moved up from LIEROP to 
the area of DE HEIBLOEM. The Res Sqn ('A' Sqn) moved up to the same 
area. Locations now as under:- 
  RHQ, 'A' Echelon, LAD - Hutted Camp, DE HEIBLOEM. 
  'A' Sqn resting - Monastery at DE HEIBLOEM. 
  'B' Sqn - Counter attack role at ROGGEL. 
  'C' Sqn in the line at HOUT BLERICK. 

 

 11-14.    Nothing to report.  
 15.    'B' Sqn relieved 'C' Sqn at HOUT BLERICK. 'A' Sqn took over 

Counter attack role and 'C' Sqn returned to rest and maintenance. 
 

 16-19.    Locations unchanged. Nothing to report.  
 
 

B.L.A. 

20    During the day orders came in for elements of the Div to be 
relieved by 6 Airborne Division. Harbour party from 6 Airborne Div 
arrived at Regimental location in the afternoon. Otherwise no change 
and nothing to report. 

 

 21    'B' Sqn were relieved by 'A' Sqn of the commitment at HOUT 
BLERICK. Regiment was relieved of the counter-attack reserve. 'B' & 
'C' Sqns therefore remained at rest in existing locations. 
Regimental Harbour parties were sent to new location of BOISCHOT 
(Ref BELGIUM Sheet 4, 1/100.000) 923766. 

 

 22    Regiment, less 'A' Sqn who remained in the line at HOUT BLERICK, 
moved to new location BOISCHOT. Locations as under:- 
  RHQ, 'A' Echelon, LAD - BOISCHOT. 
  'B' Sqn - Chateau 934775. 
  'C' Sqn - GOOR 916748. 
  'A' Sqn under comd 44 (L) Inf Bde in line at HOUT BLERICK. 
  'B' Echelon - Div RASC Area at ZOMEREN. 

 

 23-25    No move. Regiment still located at BOISCHOT.  
B.L.A. 26    Orders were received at 2000 hrs last night for the Regiment to 

move to new location near TILBURG 191305. Regimental Harbour parties 
had already reconnoitred the area and the Regiment moved off at 0900 
hrs along icy roads and, initially, in quite thick fog. Move was 
completed by 1400 hrs, with no serious vehicle casualties on the 
route. Regiment located as under:- 'A' Sqn having been relieved of 
commitment at HOUT BLERICK yesterday moved up under Div control to 
R.V. with the Regiment at TILBURG. Regiment now located as under:- 
  RHQ, 'B' & 'C' Sqns, L.A.D. - Monastery 193306. 
  'A' & 'B' Echelons - 199308. 
  'A' Sqn billeted on the SOUTH edge of TILBURG in civilian billets  

 



  The whole Regiment to spend the next days in maintenance, rest, 
and preparing for future operations. 

 
 

B.L.A. 

27-30.    Nothing to report, the Regiment remaining at rest. Slight enemy 
activity in the way of V.1 weapons on TILBURG. No casualties 
suffered by the Regiment; otherwise a quiet and uneventful period. 

 

 31    Regimental Wireless Scheme "Exercise SNOGGER" was held and brought 
out several points, which were righted. Locations unchanged, as 
under:- 
  RHQ, 'B' & 'C' Sqns, LAD - Monastery 193306. 
  'A' & 'B' Echelons - 199308. 
  'A' Sqn billeted on the SOUTH edge of TILBURG in civilian billets  
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B.L.A. 1  Regiment located as under:- 
  RHQ, 'B' & 'C' Sqns, LAD - Monastery, TILBURG (191305). 
  'A' Sqn billeted in TILBURG. 'A' & 'B' Echelons - 192304. 
  A further wireless exercise was held today - Ex SNOGGER II. The 
points noted yesterday were brought out and righted. 

 

 2    Regt static and in same locations. Regt Harbour party sent to 
NIJMEGEN to recce conc area for Op VERITABLE. 

 

 3-5.    Regt static.  
 6    Regt moved up to conc area for Op VERITABLE. Time past SP 1900 

hrs; time of arrival at NIJMEGEN - 'B' Sqn 0300 hrs, 'C' Sqn 0345 
hrs, RHQ 0345 hrs, 'A' Sqn 0600 hrs. 

 

 7    Regt static. Maintenance and preparation for Op VERITABLE. 
  'C' Sqn Gap Control party join 46 & 227 Bdes at 2300 hrs ready to 
move off with Bde columns at 0400 hrs on 8 Feb. Full details of this 
Gap control organisation and how it worked, with lessons, is given 
at Appx 'A'. 

 

B.L.A. 8    Regt (less 'C' Sqn gap control party) static in NIJMEGEN. 
Op "VERITABLE" started. Tanks of Regt:- (i) Regt to endeavour to 
pass through inf and recce advance of two mobile columns - (a) Axis 
CLEVE - CALCAR, (b) Axis CLEVE - UDEM. (ii) Regt to recce route 
between CLEVE and the REICHSWALD FOREST to allow 2 HCR to pass 
through and recce towards GOCH - "flood the country with Armd Cars". 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9    Regt static in NIJMEGEN, waiting for off! (a) 'B' Sqn allotted 
task of passing through inf and reconnoitring route through or 
around CLEVE and to carry on if possible as far as the rly line, and 
then if possible to push on towards UDEM. (b) 'A' Sqn are to be 
ready to pass through CLEVE and push towards CALCAR. (c) 'C' Sqn, as 
the majority of officers and senior NCOs were on Gap Control and it 
will take them some little time to re-organise once released, in 
reserve. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

  The going was deplorable and the tracks cut up badly, which 
resulted in the attack proceeding slower than was anticipated. 'B' 
Sqn ordered to send an offr patrol to recce routes NIJMEGEN - 
KRANENBURG. Reports were as follows:- 
  Northern route through WYLER under 2'6" of water - Southern route 
fair but very heavy traffic. 
  At 1445 hrs Regt was given orders by GOC to move off, the Southern 
Route to be cleared for Regt's move. Order of march - 'B' Sqn, RHQ, 
'A' Sqn, 'C' Sqn. 'A' Echelon to remain at NIJMEGEN. 
  The Northern route was not a practicable proposition as it was 
2'6" under water, and the accidents through vehs going off the road 
straight into flooded country-side would be considerable, and the 
C.O. decided the risk was not worth taking. The Southern route was 
still heavily congested with traffic moving in every possible 
direction, and this seriously delayed the fwd mov of the Regt and 
resulted in the leading patrol of 'B' Sqn arriving at the X Rds in 
NUTTERDEN at 1715 hrs. The light was beginning to fail and 'B' Sqn 
were ordered to push on with the greatest possible speed to make the 
most of what little daylight was left. Pushing SOUTH from NUTTERDEN 
'B' Sqn patrols ran into tks and buffaloes returning, having placed 
the inf on their objectives. This made fwd mov of our patrols 
impossible and by 1800 hrs little or no progress had been made, and 
it was then dark. Div HQ were asked what was required of the Regt 
during the night, and we were ordered to continue in the dark in an 
endeavour to find routes through CLEVE and to move as far as the rly 
line. Mov light, i.e. searchlights, were in the area and gave a 
little assistance. 'B' Sqn carried on all night and gained some most 
valuable infm, but, of course, infm could not be guaranteed as 
accurate. During the night several recce parties from 43 Div called 
in at RHQ. These recce parties appeared to be under the impression 
that CLEVE was in our hands and it was merely a matter of motoring 
through and signposting routes without any form of protection 
whatsoever. The majority of these recce parties were persuaded that 
there were large quantities of the enemy still in the area. At 
approx 2330 hrs a Bn Gp of 43 Div moved up to CLEVE area with a 
patrol of 'B' Sqn in front of them. This Bn Gp made quite good 
progress, meeting a certain amount of enemy opposition, but 
unfortunately at about 0130 hrs they halted and made no further mov 
during the night, although it did not appear to our patrols that 
there was anything to justify their stopping. It is considered that 
had this Bn Gp carried on energetically, giving 'B' Sqn patrols 
adequate sp, it would have been possible to have been est on the rly 



line at first light. Without this Bn Gp following up it was not a 
fair risk of war to ask the patrols to push on alone, particularly 
as the opposition was beginning to stiffen. 
  During the night 'B' Sqn patrols collected some 2 Offrs and 50 OR 
POW who had no idea of what the sit was and thought that they were 
arriving to reinforce the fwd defs of the SIEGFRIED line. 
  The Regt, less 'B' Sqn, harboured in the area of NUTTERDEN for the 
night. 

B.L.A. 10    Sitrep at 0730 hrs, based on infm obtained by 'B' Sqn, was as 
follows:- "In CLEVE there only appeared to be a few disorganised 
enemy, but no definite conclusion should be drawn until it is 
lighter. The Bn Gp of 43 Div is now on the outskirts of CLEVE where 
they are static, and have been there for some hours without being 
fired at". 
  At 0810 hrs 'A' Sqn was ordered to move off and pass through CLEVE 
and recce towards CALCAR, but at 0900 hrs 'B' Sqn reported confused 
fighting had broken out in the centre of CLEVE, and 'A' Sqn was 
stopped. During the day 'B' Sqn continued to patrol in the area on 
their original task of trying to get out to the SOUTH. Some pockets 
of enemy were encountered and some SP guns located. One Scout Car 
was knocked out. 
  During the day 'C' Sqn Gap Control party came in by bits and 
pieces, having been very badly bogged down. They should have joined 
us as the Regt passed through KRANENBURG the evening before. 

 

 
B.L.A. 

11    'A' Sqn relieved 'B' Sqn and continued patrolling, but found the 
sit was very much the same as the day before, and it would appear to 
be an inf task to soften up the enemy before there was any hope of 
us getting out, and therefore at 1200 hrs 'A' Sqn was drawn in to 
NUTTERDEN again. 
  At 1700 hrs Div HQ ordered the Regt to send a Sqn forthwith to 
CLEVE and try to push out onto the CALCAR Rd as CLEVE was now firmly 
in our hands. 'A' Sqn was allotted this task and managed to get tps 
away in ¼ hr despite the fact that they had been stood down. 'A' Sqn 
managed to get patrols through the fwd inf in CLEVE and very shortly 
came under fire. As it was getting dark it was quite impossible to 
carry out any further recce, so 'A' Sqn was withdrawn. 
  Orders were issued during the evening for a mobile column, with 
the Regt, less one Sqn, leading to push out in the direction of 
CALCAR. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

12    At 0730 hrs 'A' Sqn moved out from CLEVE across an improvised Cl 
12 br and proceeded to fan out on the far side. The Cl 40 br was not 
ready before 1030 hrs and so no tanks or inf in Kangaroos could pass 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 
 
 

before this hour. The Regt, less one Sqn ('B' Sqn) was under comd 7 
Seaforths, who were mounted in Kangaroos, with a Sqn of tks also 
under comd Seaforths. By 1100 hrs it was clear that the enemy were 
holding in some strength on the outskirts of CLEVE and that it was 
an inf and tk battle and not a Reconnaissance Sqn's job. On the infm 
given by 'A' Sqn the Force Comd decided to push his van-guard 
straight through and destroy the enemy which we had encountered. At 
approx 1230 hrs the van-guard passed through CLEVE onto the CALCAR 
Rd. The inf with tk sup fought their way fwd, 'A' Sqn patrols 
passing through whenever there was a pause, but it is becoming 
perfectly clear that the enemy was going to fight all the way back, 
and therefore our patrols were withdrawn back along the main axis to 
the outskirts of CLEVE. As it was getting dusk the inf reached 
HASSELT and had a confused battle there, and eventually withdrew to 
the WEST side of QUALBERG for the night. Our patrols naturally 
withdrew at dark. 
  The Regt was now concentrated at CLEVE except for 'B' Sqn who were 
still in the NUTTERDEN area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

13    'C' Sqn relieved 'A' Sqn and carried out similar patrols. They 
found that the enemy had pulled back along the whole front. Mines 
were located at 938534 on the outskirts of HASSELT, but these were 
by-passed and HASSELT reached at 1100 hrs and found to be clear. A 
carrier tp was left to hold HASSELT until relieved by the inf. A 
patrol pushed fwd, but contacted enemy inf in the wood 948531. Enemy 
were also encountered on the southern outskirts of ROSENDALL 9452. 
Very hy and accurate fire was brought down on these patrols and it 
was necessary for them to withdraw. A further patrol was 
endeavouring to make for HURSBERDEN but could get no further than Rd 
Junc 940557, where it came under fire from SP Guns. A patrol working 
northwards from HASSELT could only reach the line of the rly where 
it also came under fire. It was quite obvious that the enemy was 
still prepared to fight hard. 

 

 14    'C' Sqn were ordered to repeat the patrols of the previous day to 
check up whether there had been any alteration during the night. 
Considerable flooding was found both on the CLEVE - CALCAR Rd and on 
the CLEVE - KELLEN rd. 'C' Sqn endeavoured to find some way round 
the floods keeping to the NORTH of CLEVE - CALCAR Rd as the inf were 
fighting SOUTH of it. They found it quite impossible; even the rly 
CLEVE - CALCAR was flooded to anything up to 6'. Efforts were made 
to test the depth of water by use of Recce boats. 'A' Sqn were moved 
up to BEDBURG sanatorium in case there should be a break to the 
SOUTH. 'B' Sqn moved up from NUTTERDEN in place of 'A' Sqn. 

 



 15-18    Locations:- RHQ, 'B' & 'C' Sqns - CLEVE. 
              'A' Sqn - BEDBURG. 
              'A' Echelon, LAD, - NIJMEGEN.  'B' Echelon - GOIRLE. 
  On 16 Feb 'A' Echelon were ordered up from NIJMEGEN to NUTTERDEN, 
but flooding was so bad that only 3-tonners could get through, and 
therefore 'A' Echelon was split and small vehs returned to NIJMEGEN 
eventually joining up on 18 Feb 45. 

 

 19    RHQ moved to BEDBURG to be close to Div HQ. 'A' Sqn were ordered 
to send patrols to discover the sit in GOCH and to see if there was 
any possibility of pushing through the town with our patrols. The 
fighting, however, in GOCH was still extremely hy and it was quite 
out of the question for any patrols to get through. 

 

 20    'A' Sqn were again ordered to send contact patrols to GOCH, but 
again the sit was found to be quite unsuitable for us. 

 

 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

21    The Regt was ordered to find out the posn at the Southern end of 
the wood 9542, which was reported to be clear of enemy by an inf 
patrol. 'B' Sqn were ordered to move up from CLEVE to PFALZDORF and 
given the job of finding out the posn at the bottom end of this wood 
and to est themselves there to prevent infiltration through the 
wood, so giving left flank protection to our inf attacking 
southwards. All the tracks in the area were found to be almost 
impassable, having been badly churned up by the tks. A tp of 
carriers was pushed through the inf at BUCHOLT and soon came under 
considerable arty and mortar fire from UDEM. This tp pushed on and 
came under S.A. fire from the houses in area 958431. As a result of 
hy Besa fire and setting a haystack on fire they collected from 
these houses 30 POW, incl the crew of a Panther tank. It was clearly 
quite impossible to get a mounted patrol down to the bottom of the 
wood, and therefore it was decided to get down a dismounted party 
during the night. The Assault Tp of 'C' Sqn was placed under comd 
'B' Sqn. At about 0300 hrs 'B' Sqn was est at the X Tracks 957424. 

 

 
 

B.L.A. 

22    At first light 'B' Sqn pushed out dismounted patrols to discover 
the exact posn at the bottom of the wood. These patrols soon ran 
into trouble, encountering mines and coming under fairly hy spandau 
fire. An SP gun also opened fire, bursting the rounds in the trees. 
'C' Sqn Assault Tp Leader, who was in comd of the party decided it 
was not on to stay at the X Tracks and withdrew his whole party back 
level with the inf coys in the area 951428. 
  This wood was under very hy shell-fire all day and personnel were 
not properly organised for a protracted stay in slit trenches. 'A' 
Sqn Assault Tp was therefore placed under comd 'B' Sqn to enable 
reliefs to take place and troops to be rested and re-organised out 

 



of range of this hy shelling. 'C' Sqn were moved up from CLEVE to 
PFALZDORF and later into GOCH, 'B' Sqn having moved across to the 
farm at 944445 the previous evening. 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 

23    The inf were ordered to relieve us in the posns in the wood. Again 
the shelling was very hy all morning and it was not possible to 
commence this relief until approx 1400 hrs. During the morning 'B' 
Sqn filtered back by troops to GOCH, where they harboured. 'C' Sqn 
were ordered to send out carrier patrols to give left flank 
protection to 44 Bde during their attack to the SOUTH. They were in 
posn at 1030 hrs and were relieved by inf at 1800 hrs. They were 
under very hy shell fire all day, losing 1 killed and 3 wounded; 5 
vehs ditched or burnt out. The going was quite impossible owing to 
softness of the ground, which had been cut up by tks. 

 

 24    Harbour parties sent to LOUVAIN. Shortly after they had left fresh 
orders came for harbour parties to proceed to TILBURG. Locns:- 
  RHQ, 'A' Sqn - BEDBURG.   'B' & 'C' Sqns - GOCH. 
  'A' Echelon, LAD, - CLEVE. 

 

 25    Regt crossed SP at GOCH at 0740 hrs and reached TILBURG 1200 hrs. 
The Regt was accommodated in civilian billets in the town. 

 

 26-28    TILBURG. Maintenance and re-organisation.  
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B.L.A. 1  Ref Maps 1/100,000, Sheets P.1., Q.1. 
  Regt concentrated and accommodated in TILBURG, HOLLAND. 
Maintenance and re-organisation. 

 

 2-4.    Maintenance and re-organisation.  
 5    Regt Harbour rep sent to BOURG LEOPOLD.  
 6    Regt & LAD arrived in BOURG LEOPOLD, and were accommodated in 

barracks. T.P.M. received to say that change over from HUMBER to 
DAIMLER Armd Cars was to take place forthwith. 

 

 7-10.    Re-organising. DAIMLER Armd Cars collected from Second Army 
Vehicle Park and HUMBERS handed in. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

B.L.A. 

11    In view of the change over from HUMBER to DAIMLER Armd Cars, Regt 
D & M and Gunnery Cadres were arranged. Attached as Appx 'A' is 
programme and layout of gunnery & D & M courses, also a statement of 
the instructors lent to the Regiment by other Units. No arrangements 
for any training were made by Higher Authority, but all had to be 
made by mutual arrangement with Units concerned, which entailed 
motoring some 500 miles. 

 

 12-20.    Maintenance, re-organisation and Cadres (D & M and Gunnery).  
 21    Regt left BOURG LEOPOLD at 2300 hrs for concentration area for 

Operation "TORCHLIGHT" (the RHINE crossing), arriving at WINNEKDONK, 
GERMANY, (MR     ) in the early hours of the morning 22 Mar 45. 

 

 22    Regt concentrated at WINNEKDONK and briefed for Operation 
"TORCHLIGHT". In the initial stages of the crossing each Sqn to 
supply six half-tracks for the towing of storm-boats and bridging 
materials. In addition six carriers were to be supplied to tpt Mil 
Government personnel over the RHINE. Two carriers to be supplied to 
RASC to act as wireless link to RASC Dump on EAST bank of RHINE. 'C' 
Sqn were to supply five officer patrols to recce the immediate 
vicinities of the bridge-head, to be passed over the RHINE as and 
when the situation warranted. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



B.L.A. 23    The Assault Crossing of the RHINE started at 2130 hrs by 
Commandos, followed by the 51st (Highland) Division and our own 
Division at 0200 hrs on 24 Mar 45. 

 

 24    'C' Sqn patrols called forward to marshalling area at 1500 hrs to 
cross the RHINE, but remained in the area until the early hours of 
25 Mar 45, except for one carrier patrol which crossed the river at 
approximately 1500 hrs and proceeded to patrol to contact the 
Airborne Division. 

 

 25    Officer patrols of 'C' Sqn moved over the RHINE and began to 
reconnoitre in front of 44 Bde. RHQ, 'A' & 'B' Sqns moved to 
Marshalling area STAR ready to move across the RHINE when called 
forward, leaving WINNEKDONK at 2300 hrs. 

 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 

26.    Regt began to move across Cl 9 br at 0600 hrs, RHQ crossing at 
0700 hrs, and concentrated in the area 103472. 
  'A' and 'B' Sqns concentrated. 'C' Sqn under comd 44 Bde. In the 
late afternoon 'B' Sqn in support of 227 Bde to secure the left 
flank and link with 51 (H) Division at REES. 

 

 27    RHQ and 'A' Echelon same area. 'C' Sqn under comd 44 (L) Bde 
reconnoitring the approaches to BOCHOLT. 
  During the afternoon 'A' Sqn were sent out to hold a gap between 
44 and 46 Bdes, 'B' Sqn remained in support of 227 Bde on the left 
flank. RHQ moved in the evening to the village of HABERN. 

 

 28    'C' Sqn remained under comd of 44 Bde, and the Regiment, less one 
Sqn, were made responsible for the whole of the left flank as from 
1800 hrs, as 227 Bde were withdrawn to take part in the operation to 
clear HALDERN tomorrow. 'A' Sqn were moved back from the gap between 
44 and 46 Bdes to assist in flank protection. 

 

 
 
 

B.L.A. 

29    'C' Sqn still under comd 44 Bde. 'A' & 'B' Sqns on the left flank. 
'B' Sqn were ordered to carry out a shoot to assist 227 Bde to get 
on to their objective. It was obvious to us from observation that 
the enemy had withdrawn from the general area, and during the 
advance of 227 Bde towards their first objective, other British tps 
were observed advancing from the WEST towards HALDERN (227 Bdes 
final objective). This was checked up and it was found that HALDERN 
was already in possession of troops of 3rd Br Division. This 
information was immediately passed back to Divisional HQ and a 
disaster averted as the 15 (S) Inf Div had been ordered to capture 
HALDERN at all costs and they had no knowledge of 3rd Div being in 
possession. 

 

 30    The Regt was ordered to concentrate and moved up to 150486, except 
for 'C' Sqn who remained in the area of HAMMENKELN. 

 

 31    Regt located as under. RHQ, 'A' Echelon, LAD - 150486.  



  'A' & 'B' Sqns - 150486. 
  'C' Sqn & 'B' Echelon - HAMMENKELN. 
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B.L.A. 1    Regt static ALLERN 1549. Maintenance and interior economy.  
 2    As above. Received warning order of a possible move.  
 3    The Regt moved. Harbour parties found the route ordered was 

impassable, and there was a delay of about 2½ hrs while the Regt got 
onto a new route. Regt harboured at school at WINTERSWIJK (HOLLAND) 
3176. 

 

 4    Regt moved at 0530 hrs. Route BOCHOLT - BERKEN - OSTERWIJK - 
ALTENBURG - 8795 (between MUNSTER and RHEINE). Arrived 1200 hrs. 
  Regt placed under comd 6 Airborne Div and moved off again at 1600 
hrs to harbour in their area. Route GREVEN - LENGERICH - IBURG. 
Harboured area MUNDROP 2703 at 2100 hrs. 
  The Commanding Officer went ahead to contact 6 Airborne Div. 

 

 5    Regt moved via BISSENDORF - RABBER - OLDENDORF at 0800 hrs and 
came up with 6 Airborne Div at 0900 hrs. 'A' Sqn was given the task 
of reconnoitring across the EMS - WESER Canal towards the R. WESER 
supported by elements of 6 Gds Tk Bde. Opposition was light. 
  The speed with which the Airborne moved compared with an ordinary 
Div was most illuminating. This force kept up something like an 
average of 15 m.p.h. including stops to brush aside resistance. 
  RHQ moved across the EMS - WESER Canal to harbour area SOUTH of 
DESTEL 6219 at 1800 hrs. 

 

 6    Regt concentrated in area WEGHOLM 7621 ready to move across R. 
WESER next day. 

 

 7    Task. The Regt was to adv on a 2-Sqn front covering elements of 6 
Airborne Div. On the right 'C' Sqn was to protect the right flank of 
the spearhead of 6 Airborne Div (5 Para Bde), and on the left 'B' 
Sqn to (a) route recce on the one centre line of 5 Para Bde, (b) 
recce along the SOUTH side of the STEINHADERMEER ZEE, and (c) one Tp 
to push ahead and try to seize and hold the crossings over the R. 
LEINE at BORDENAY and at NEUSTADT. 'C' Sqn to contact the AMERICANS 
on their right. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
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  The original route chosen by 6 Airborne Div was a circuitous one 
mainly through woods and along cross-country tracks, as far as 
possible avoiding the main rds. 'B' Sqn moved out at approx 0500 hrs 
to contact elements of the Airborne B'head Tps (6 Air Landing Bde) 
and then they moved in a NE direction towards the town of WINDHEIM 
8725. The town was held and covered by mines across the rd. The 
situation was a bit confused and after a certain amount of shooting 
to get a 'B' Echelon of the Airborne out of trouble which had gone 
astray, the Sqn withdrew into the B'head again. 
  At 0700 hrs 'A' Sqn was ordered to take over WINDHEIM, and 'B' Sqn 
pushed out of the B'head on the Airborne main centre line in a due 
Easterly direction. At ROSENHAGEN, the centre patrol contacted 
bazookas and 50 or 60 enemy. The leading Airborne inf (12 Para 
Regt), tank-borne, was quickly on the scene and there was 
considerable shooting before the village was cleared up. At 0730 hrs 
'C' Sqn reported the village at 9120 held. 
  As soon as ROSENHAGEN was cleared, 'B' Sqn pushed on, one tp 
recceing the main rd to the NORTH. The selected centre line, owing 
to the bad nature of the tracks, was found unsuitable. The Sqn stuck 
to the metal rds to avoid being bogged; the Airborne Tps followed 
up. 
  On the request of 11 Armd Div 'A' Sqn cleared WINDHEIM and the 
next village to the EAST, and at 1035 hrs reported the village of 
DOHREN 8926. At 1130 hrs they reported ROSENHARD 9223 and NEWCLICK 
9126 clear, also the classification of the brs - Cl 40 at 919280 and 
Cl 12 at 910238. 11 Armd Div then passed though 'A' Sqn but would 
not move until these villages had been cleared. 
  When ROSENHAGEN had been cleared 'B' Sqn went forward, meeting 
little opposition until HAGENSBURG 080272, where 2 Tps got inside 
the village and could not get out on the far side. 12 Para Regt with 
its tanks cleared up the village and 'B' Sqn pushed on. 
  'C' Sqn was moving up against opposition of varying strength, but 
mostly small arms, and an occasional bazooka. Each village had to be 
cleared 'A' Sqn were ordered to clear NEWKINK 985273. 
  On the aerodrome on the outskirts of WUNSDORF 1556, 'B' Sqn again 
ran into trouble. They initially shot up several Germans, but some 
20-mm and rather heavier A.A. guns opened up on them. At this point 
the tank-borne paratroops cut straight across from this rd to a 
parallel rd which led up the side of the river to BORDENAY Br. There 
was then a mad helter-skelter for the Br at BORDENAY, and after 
considerable firing the leading tks and the Armd Cars crossed in a 
bunch. The enemy were observed pulling out at the back of the 



village in half a dozen lorries. A small B'head was quickly formed 
by the paratroops, and the charges drawn out of the Br. 'B' Sqn sent 
a patrol NORTH to try and take the NEUSTADT Br from the EAST, but, 
owing to the delay likely to be caused by clearing of BORDENAY 
village itself and by a certain amount of shelling of this area, the 
patrol was diverted to move up the Western bank. When it got approx 
1 mile off the Br it was fired on. A foot patrol was sent fwd to see 
if the Br was blown. This patrol reported there was no indication of 
it being blown, but that the Br surroundings appeared held. That 
night 'B' Sqn harboured in the BORDENAY B'head at about 2000 hrs. 
  'C' Sqn's progress was slow, having no tank and inf support. There 
were repeated diversions because of non-existent or very bad tracks. 
'C' Sqn finally ended up with their fwd tps in the area 923283 - 
922184. 3 Para Bde were ordered to move up behind 'C' Sqn at 1500 
hrs. 
  'A' Sqn continued their clearing ops on the Northern flank, and 
cleared MUNCHENHAGEN where they spent the night. RHQ remained for 
the night in an S.S. Camp at 865215. 

 8    'C' Sqn continued their adv towards the LEINE at RECKLINGEN, 
supported by 3 Para Bde and tanks: 'B' Sqn at rest in the BORDENAY 
B'head. RHQ moved at 0700 hrs to KLEIN HEIBORNE. 
  The Regt received orders (a) to patrol to a depth of approx 2000 
yds to the EAST of the BORDENAY and NEUSTADT B'heads, and also 
between them: (b) to patrol SOUTH to the RECKLINGEN Br and find out 
if this br was intact, and if so to hold it until the arrival of 'C' 
Sqn with 3 Para Bde - estimated time 3 hours. 
  These tasks were allotted to 'B' Sqn. The patrols sent up in a 
circular route to NEUSTADT and out 1000 yds from there, and then 
back to the BORDENAY B'head, reported all clear except for one area 
directly in front of the BORDENAY B'head, which was an A.A. site 
with guns and inf. 
  Meanwhile one Carrier Tp and the Assault Tp with one A/Tk gun were 
despatched at 0900 hrs to the Br at RECKLINGEN 202272. At about 1030 
hrs the Tp Comd reported the Br intact. German Engineer personnel 
were found completing preparations to blow the Br but they were 
seized and forced to cut the wire, and draw the charges. At about 
1130 hrs there was a certain amount of shelling of the Br area of 
RECKLINGEN. 'B' Sqn called for a medium stonk on the wood due EAST 
of RECKLINGEN. 
  At about 1240 hrs 'C' Sqn's leading elements were on the outskirts 
of LUTTHE, some 3 miles WEST of the RECKLINGEN Br. Civilians 
reported three tks carrying inf in this village. 

 



  At 1315 hrs the shelling started again on the RECKLINGEN Br area, 
and there appeared to be movement from the wood towards the village 
of RECKLINGEN of an SP gun. Shortly after 'B' Sqn reported three 
enemy tks carrying inf and some half-tracks moving towards the 
village, and asked for support. 
  By 1400 hrs 'C' Sqn was definitely held up outside LUTTHE, and the 
inf and tks had taken over the job of clearing the village. 
  At approx 1415 hrs the enemy attacked 'B' Sqn in some strength 
from the EAST of RECKLINGEN with tks carrying inf and more inf in 
half-tracks. 'B' Sqn succeeded in shooting the majority of inf, but 
in spite of firing all their PIAT amn could not stop the tks, who 
played havoc with the vehs. The A/Tk gun was placed to face WEST as 
tks were known to be in LUTTHE. When the tks attacked from the EAST 
it was impossible to re-position the gun. This battle continued for 
approx 1 hr, when 3 Para Bde supported by tks appeared and the enemy 
withdrew, but continued to shell the area. 3 Para Bde in fact ran 
cross country for the last 2 miles to help us out. Total casualties 
suffered by 'B' Sqn were:- 
 
             Personnel - 2 wounded, 4 missing. 
             Vehicles - 7 Carriers, 3 half-tracks. 
 
  'C' Sqn were ordered to contact AMERICAN tps who were clearing the 
wood 2025. 
  At 1635 hrs further infm was called for of the NEUSTADT B'head 
area. 'A' Sqn was allotted the task of reconnoitring EAST in front 
of the NEUSTADT B'head and to contact 11 Armd Div. 
  'C' Sqn reported that owing to the Brs on the AMERICAN front all 
being blown the AMERICAN forces were switching NORTH and going over 
the RECKLINGEN Br. 
  'A' Sqn found about 12 enemy in the houses in the village of 
SUTTORF. The Br at 2551 was blown, and contact was made with 11 Armd 
Div. Troops of 'A' Sqn not on patrol were moved up to KLEIN 
HEINDORN. 'B' Sqn were also pulled back to this area. The Regt was 
concentrated by dusk in area KLEIN HEINDORN. 

 9    No task was given to 6 Airborne Div. 
  At 1500 hrs 'A' Sqn were given the task of a limited recce to the 
NE of the BORDENAY B'head. They repeatedly ran into 11 Armd Div and 
also into AMERICAN patrols. By 1640 hrs they were in the outskirts 
of the village of NIGGENBORNE and had not contacted any enemy. 'A' 
Sqn was withdrawn to the previous nights harbour. 

 



 10    Tasks. The Regt had to recce the limited adv of 6 Airborne Div who 
were increasing their b'head to take in the high ground due NORTH of 
HANOVER in the area BISSENDORF - ELZE - WEITZE. In addition the Regt 
was to keep contact with the AMERICANS on their right and to recce 
on a limited scale towards the town of CELLE. 'A' Sqn was on the 
left and 'C' Sqn on the right. Contact with the AMERICANS to be 
established by 'C' Sqn. RHQ were to follow up behind, eventually 
getting into an area around SCHERENDOSTEL. 'B' Sqn in reserve in the 
area of NIGGENBORNE. 
  To begin with the going was slow, largely owing to poor visibility 
caused by mist. On the left 'A' Sqn reported one village after 
another clear and there were no signs of the enemy, and finally 
reached FUHRBERG without a shot being fired. By this time they 
collected some 6 Offr and 90 OR PW. They est their HQ in this area 
and from here on their adv was slowed up owing to a Br at 482462 
being blown, and there being thick woods on either side so that it 
was impossible to loop. It was at this point that they met their 
first active enemy opposition in the form of two or three bazooka 
teams, which they shot up. The bazooka teams disappeared into the 
woods. These teams were obviously making for FUHRBERG but had been 
forestalled. 
  'C' Sqn on the right flank had had rather the worse of the going 
because of poor tracks which continually petered out into fields and 
woods, but there was not much opposition, and AMERICANS were 
contacted. A Royal Tiger Tank was discovered abandoned at one point, 
and attempts were made by the Sqn to get this tk back to our lines, 
but the AMERICANS who were taking NO chances, blew it up. 
  'C' Sqn, in addition to advancing EAST, had been tapping SOUTH, 
and their first contact was gained at the village in 3553.  There 
was the usual crop of civilian reports and Ex PW reports of little 
groups of enemy lying up in the woods, but in many cases these were 
found to be wrong. Civilians reported that the area of UNTERLUSS was 
a gun testing area and there were large stocks of amn dumped 
there. 'C' Sqn again reported a contact in the area just NORTH of 
366305, and here a rd block was found to be manned by about 30 inf 
and a Q.F. gun of a light calibre. After taking 15 POW 'C' Sqn 
withdrew this patrol to a position of observation, the rd block 
being obviously manned by a fairly determined force. The AMERICANS 
took over this area and 'C' Sqn concentrated behind 'A' Sqn in the 
area of FUHRBERG. It was clear that opposition was light to the 
EAST, but that the Northern approaches to HANOVER were held. 

 



  This was the last day that the Regt was to work with 6 Airborne 
Div.  The Regt were to continue the next day with 15 Div. 

 11    The Regt reverted to comd 15 (S) Div who had come up from the 
RHINE. Tasks for the Regt were to recce the adv of 15 Div to 
CELLE. The Div object was to get 227 Bde into CELLE from the WEST 
supported by 'A' Sqn on the main rd FUHRBERG - CELLE, while 46 Bde 
were to move along SOUTH of CELLE on a centre line to be recced by 
'B' Sqn, with the object of coming into CELLE from the SOUTH and 
EAST. The Div had elements of 6 Gds Tk Bde in support and were 
starting approx 60 miles behind our present locns. 'A' Sqn left to 
push out due EAST. 'B' Sqn centre axis of adv BISSENDORF - Gr. 
BURGROEDEL - RAMLINGEN - EHLERSHAUSEN. 'C' Sqn to tap SOUTH towards 
HANOVER and thus protect the right flank of the Div. It was 
estimated that the Div would be in a posn to give close support to 
the Regt by 0930 - 1000 hrs. 
  By 0820 hrs 'A' Sqn had contacted the enemy in the area X Rds 
483463 where they had reported demolitions the night before, and 
considered that that area would have to be cleared up by the inf 
before the Engineers could get properly to work. They had tapped out 
to the NORTH but had found the rds bad and the woods thick and 
impassable, while on the SOUTH of their centre line they had a 
little more success, but contacted enemy in the wood at 501460. They 
were finally held up by a blown Br in the area 4714 covered by enemy 
fire. 
  227 Bde had reached 'A' Sqn by this time (about 1300 hrs) and the 
Sqn reported that the tks were piling up in the bottle-neck. At this 
point 'A' Sqn were ordered to hand over to the inf, and to re-
organise and prepare to tap due EAST, NE and SE and get all possible 
infm on the ground, and possible diversions, as it was obvious that 
this area was rather enclosed and lacked facilities for switching 
troops. By 1330 hrs the inf had taken over from 'A' Sqn and were 
proceeding to clear the area. From here on there was little that 'A' 
Sqn could do - it was mainly an inf and tk battle to clear either 
side of the rd and clear the demolitions. 
  'B' Sqn moved off, and after a short delay they reported clear as 
far as 5337. Then there was a very rapid advance with little further 
infm until at 1021 hrs they reported contact, two cars being knocked 
out by bazooka fire at approx 560390 in the area about 400 yds short 
of the station at EHLERSHAUSEN. There appeared to be a considerable 
number of enemy in the station area covering all approaches. Loops 
on either flank gained more contacts. The enemy started infiltrating 
through the woods round the fwd troop, who withdrew and observed. 

 



'B' Sqn then made a firm base at RAMLINGEN and watched for enemy 
movement round the flanks to the SOUTH. Their route report showed 
that although the rds were quite first-class main rds, some of the 
Brs were only Cl 12 (RE classification), but it was thought by the 
Sqn that, in fact, they would take tks. The enemy that 'B' Sqn had 
contacted were identified as S.S. and estimated at over 100, with 
bazookas, small arms and possibly some guns. 'B' Sqn remained in 
observation until the recce parties of 46 Bde arrived at approx 1630 
hrs in the afternoon followed by the main body at about 1700 - 1800 
hrs. 
  'C' Sqn tapped SOUTH and contacted the AMERICANS, who did not 
appear to be going to adv that day. They also found some enemy back 
in the area of the rd block 366305. They took 9 POW and handed them 
over to the AMERICANS. An SP or A/Tk gun was reported at 577382. 
This was reported to be one of the pair which had been causing 
trouble to 'B' Sqn. 'C' Sqn thus came up behind 'B' Sqn. They had 
managed to get further SOUTH and formed a firm base for 'B' Sqn in 
the village due WEST of RAMLINGEN. Here 'C' Sqn remained for the 
rest of the day, less 2 patrols under comd 'B' Sqn watching 'B' 
Sqn's SE flank. By night-fall RHQ and 'A' Sqn locns were unchanged. 
'B' Sqn were at RAMLINGEN with 'C' Sqn in the village due WEST of 
RAMLINGEN. 

 12    During the night the Div had been clearing the enemy located by 
the Regt and were still fighting in CELLE. 'B' Sqn sent patrols from 
RAMLINGEN NORTH towards the town and were everywhere held up by 
blown Brs. 'A' Sqn were ordered to patrol NORTH and NE to 
CELLE. They were considerably hampered by bad going and close 
country, also by the Div traffic moving into CELLE. They contacted a 
bazooka and spandau at 488509 - one car knocked out. The remainder 
of the day was uneventful and consisted of moves to the EAST and NE 
of CELLE as and when the Brs over the rivers were completed. The 
Regt was concentrated as follows by dark:- 'A' Sqn - CELLE 5951. 'B' 
Sqn - 600512. 'C' Sqn - 611511. RHQ approx 621522. 

 

 13    The regtl task for 13 Apr was to recce on a wide front ahead of 
the Div to UELZEN 8989. The Regt was deployed 3 Sqns up: 'A' Sqn on 
the left with centre line SHEWEN 5856 - Track Junc 6061 - RABER 6463 
- Track junc 685680 - UNTERLUSS 7374 - HOSSERINGEN 8077 - BAHNSEN 
8084: in the centre 'B' Sqn on the main rd through ESCHEDE 6962 - 
WEYHAUSEN 7969 - UELZEN: on the right 'C' Sqn approx centre line OHE 
6656 - HOFER 7656 - BEADENBOSTEL 7052 - LUTTERN 7355 - ELDIGAN 
859631 - BOKEL 8971 - NETTELKAMP. All Sqns had elements of the Div 
and 6 Gds Tk Bde behind them. 

 



  Throughout the day all Sqns were handicapped by demolitions and 
thick wooded country. 
  On the left 'A' Sqn proceeded with only minor opposition until 
they reached the area of UNTERLUSS where considerable opposition was 
met. At UNTERLUSS 'A' Sqn reported a large enclosure of girls at 
686681 and a large enclosed Ordnance dump in the area 592567. At 
UNTERLUSS the estimated strength of the enemy was a minimum of a 
company and it required inf and tks to deal with them. By the time 
the inf had cleared UNTERLUSS it was getting dark and 'A' Sqn 
remained there for the night. 
  'B' Sqn proceeded without hindrance as far as the pond at 667601 
where they came across a crater. They tried flanking left over the 
rly and were greeted by a couple of shots from an SP Gun. After a 
certain amount of delay they flanked right and continued up through 
ESCHEDE as far as Br 709646 where they were again shot at by an SP, 
and simultaneously the Br blew up under their noses. It was at this 
point that the aged Field Marshal Von MACKENSEN was found. After the 
tks and inf had cleared this opposition the adv continued to the 
next crater at 770686. On the way there was a short battle at 
SCHELPLAH. Up to date the inf had been somewhat skeptical of the Sqn 
reports of the enemy, and getting impatient they pushed on ahead 
merely to draw fire on themselves. At this crater there was a 
considerable delay and eventually a way was found round the left 
flank to X Tracks 771709, up to HESSERINGEN and then back to the 
centre line again, but this again was opposed in the area of the X 
Tracks because the enemy retreating from 'A' Sqn's area of UNTERLUSS 
ran into 'B' Sqn and 227 Bde as they were coming down to WEYHAUSEN, 
which was held both by inf and arty. 
  'C' Sqn on the right made their first contact of the day at rd 
block 660560, but this they speedily cleared and the adv continued, 
the chief impediment being bad sandy tracks. In the area 801622 - 
681614, 'C' Sqn reported an Armd Car and Volkswagen with some men on 
it, and the main impression that this was a mobile rear-guard to 
hold up the adv. By 2100 hrs they had reached ENDGERHOLST 7461. 
  'B' Sqn were located for the night at SCHELPLAH and RHQ at ESCHEDE 
6962. 

 14    The centre line had been by-passed during the night by 227 Bde, as 
in the area of the crater at 770686 several unexploded time-bombs 
had been found. The main rd to UELZEN was therefore impassable. 
Everything had to go around forest tracks behind 227 Bde. 'A' and 
'C' Sqns were employed continuing up their previous centre lines. 
'A' Sqn's further task was to recce due NORTH when they reached the 

 



area of the rly line by GRAULINGEN 8182 and HAMERSTORF 8383. 'C' Sqn 
were to continue up to NETTELKAMP and if possible to get round the 
right flank of UELZEN. 227 Bde had got up during the night to approx 
HOLDENSTEDT 8783 where they were held up by considerable opposition 
assumed to be the outer defences of the UELZEN Garrison. 
  At 0815 hrs 'A' Sqn were ordered to recce the following routes:- 
7275 - 7877 - DREILINGEN 7683 - BAHNSEN 8084 - BARGFELD - then the 
main rd back to LINTZEL 6990. 
  'C' Sqn made their first contact at 1130 hrs at 695631 and were 
bazookad by Hitler Youth. Thereafter they reported periodical small 
contacts with bazooka teams and odd parties on the ground, but they 
pushed on. By 1610 hrs they reported the village of BOKEL clear and 
had collected 170 PW. They appeared to have caught these people 
completely by surprise. Later in the evening a released PW reported 
that the village of NETTELKAMP 920799 was held by S.S. Troops and 
that one tk and 6 half-tracks had left the village heading NORTH to 
the village of WRESTEDT 7092. 'C' Sqn followed up to this village 
and found WRESTEDT clear. They were ordered to concentrate for the 
night and selected the village of NETTELKAMP. 
  'B' Sqn were brought up to give left flank protection to the Div 
between RABER 8079 incl to UNTERLUSS 7874 inclusive. 
  'A' Sqn patrolled NORTH without any operational contacts and by 
the evening had their HQ at BAHNSEN 8084. 

 15    By first light the Div was containing the Garrison of UELZEN and 
preparations were being made to clear the town. 'C' Sqn were 
supposed to be in NETTELKAMP with the Glasgow Highlanders at 
STADENSEN 9079. No contact on the air could be gained with 'C' Sqn 
by first light, and rather alarming reports had been telephoned 
through from one of the Bdes that they had picked up a Sgt survivor 
who stated that the Sqn had been counter-attacked in the night and 
the Sqn wiped out. 'B' Sqn were thereupon ordered to send an Officer 
patrol out at once to try and find out the situation. Their route 
was to be SUDERBURG 8381 - X Tracks 867804 - STADENSEN - 
NETTELKAMP. A liaison officer arrived at about 1020 hrs from 
STADENSEN who stated that the Glasgow Highlanders have also been 
counter-attacked during the night and there had been considerable 
confusion. Some of their pls had been overrun, but that the 
situation was under control. He stated that NETTELKAMP was believed 
to be in enemy hands. Meanwhile contact had been gained at last with 
'C' Sqn who confirmed that there had been a heavy counter-attack 
starting at about midnight and continuing until dawn. After holding 
out until dawn the village was evacuated. 

 



  The counter attack was put in with tks, SPs and half-tracks. The 
attackers must have either been drugged or drunk, as many of them 
took crazy risks, howled and screamed like Red Indian tribesmen. The 
attack was led by inf in rubber boats who had very detailed 
information of our posns, followed by half-tracks with 20mm cannon 
who came down the centre of the main street, and supported by SP 
guns which circled the village and fired into it. Part of this enemy 
force must have been detached to NETTELKAMP while the remainder of 
the force went on to the 2nd G.H. at STADENSEN. The strength of the 
force can be gauged from the fact that one member of the Sqn counted 
no less than 3 Mk IV Tks, 8 SPs and 29 half-tracks going through the 
village to STADENSEN. It was obvious that the local inhabitants had 
given detailed locns of all the tps to the Germans, because as soon 
as the men left their billets to take up action stations on the 
alarm being given, Spandaus opened up on all exits, and almost at 
once SPs started shelling the buildings that were occupied by our 
men and set them alight. This meant that it was impossible for the 
men to get to their vehs, as these had been parked tactically around 
the houses that we had occupied. 
  The 'B' Sqn patrol, after observing for some time from the edge of 
the woods in area 833802, pushed fwd into the village of NETTELKAMP 
with some inf carriers. Here they found considerable chaos, and 60 
enemy gave themselves up from a school-house cellar without a shot 
being fired, in spite of having large quantities of weapons and 
bazookas still at their disposal. It is admitted that the village 
had been heavily shelled by our own guns, but even allowing for this 
it seems difficult to account for this docility in the demons of the 
night before - possibly the drug(?) had worn off. 6 half-tracks were 
also found abandoned in the village. The only opposition to the 'B' 
Sqn patrol and the inf carriers was a certain amount of shelling 
from the area of the woods about 9380 - 9480. 'C' Sqn casualties in 
this operation were:- 
   Personnel:-    Killed - 5.   Wounded - 14.   Missing - 39. 
   Vehicles:-  Carriers - 8.   Armd Cars - 4.   Half-tracks - 1. 
  
  'A' Sqn's orders were to recce NORTH and EAST of the rd 
HOLDENSTEDT 8884 - UELZEN. They began in the village of WRESTEDT 
reporting that it was bigger than on the map and that it would take 
some time to clear. Released PW reported that the enemy and possibly 
tks were in STEDERDORF 9283. The inf took on the job of clearing 
these villages and 'A' Sqn pushed NORTH towards NIENDORF. 



  One of 'A' Sqn's patrols got as far NORTH as HALLIGDORF 9186 where 
they contacted and withdrew. The enemy appeared to be all along the 
main rd between ESTERHOLZ and UELZEN. There seems little further 
that 'A' Sqn could do as the inf appeared to be permanently in 
contact and it was a pure inf task. 

 16.    Little happened until late in the evening. 'B' Sqn's task and locn 
same as before. 'A' Sqn located same as before: 'C' Sqn & RHQ at 
SUDERBURG. Most of the day was spent in re-organising and sorting 
out veh casualties, etc. However, late in the afternoon 'B' Sqn were 
ordered to patrol on the Northern flank round the Western edge of 
the UELZENER Forest to contact the enemy and also make any contact 
possible with the advancing 11 Armd Div. 'B' Sqn moved up to 
HOLTHUSEN 8188. They found that the edges of the forest were held, 
but that the roads round the outside were not held except at BARNSEN 
8290 and BOLSEN 8389. 'A' Sqn moved up to HANSEN 8587. That evening 
11 Armd Div cleared both these villages and drove the enemy back 
into the forest. 

 

 17    Sqns were in the same area. 'A' Sqn verified 'B' Sqn's patrols of 
the day before and in addition verified 'B' Sqn's patrol through the 
UELZENER Forest up to Track junc 871911 and found no organised enemy 
resistance. RHQ moved up to Kl SUSTEDT 8585 in the evening. 
Otherwise the day was uneventful. 
  Contact was made with 2nd S.A.S. Regt at BOHLSEN, about 6 km WEST 
of UELZEN. As this force, (FRANK FORCE) was an independent command 
under Lieut. Colonel B.M. FRANKS, DSO, MC, it was decided that he 
should work in support of the Regt for mutual advantage during 
further operations. 

 

 18    The task for today was for the Regt to find the form NORTH and NE 
of UELZEN and if possible to get as far NORTH as possible. 'A' Sqn 
were employed on this task. They again recced the UELZENER Forest 
from SOUTH to NORTH and from WEST to EAST to the outskirts of the 
town itself. They reported the only enemy were those being chased 
out of the town itself by the advancing inf, and that these were in 
great disorder. They then went on NORTH to WESTERWEYHE 8793, 
KIRCHWEYHE 8397, and then up the main rd with the ultimate objective 
BEVENSEN 9002. 'A' Sqn's only opposition came from a few Spandaus in 
the area of EMMENDORF 9095, otherwise they continued up the rd and 
found great confusion amongst the enemy who were obviously trying to 
pull out as best they could. It appeared as if the village of BARUM 
was a collecting post for them as they kept coming in and the 
patrols there got a good bag. In the area of EMMENDORF 11 Armd Div 
personnel coming down from the NORTH met 'A' Sqn. From here they 

 



motored on to BEVENSEN which they found to be clear. The remainder 
of the Regt was ordered to concentrate in BEVENSEN. Sqns were moving 
into BEVENSEN when the Germans attacked from the air, there were no 
casualties or damage. 

 19    The Regtl task was to recce fwd on two main routes towards the R. 
ELBE with 'B' Sqn on the right, 'C' Sqn on the left. 'A' Sqn to 
remain in reserve and bound up with Regtl Echelons behind Tac 
RHQ. The SAS remained with 'B' & 'C' Sqns for this role. 
  'C' Sqn on the left reported the villages of SECKLENDORF 9205 and 
EDDLESTORF 9309 clear by about 0930 hrs, and progressed very rapidly 
up the centre line through BAVENDORF, THOMASBURG and NEETZE without 
meeting any real opposition. A number of PW were taken, and a large 
PW camp of both AMERICANS and BRITISH was discovered just WEST of 
BAVENDORF 9415. 11 Armd Div on our left took over the responsibility 
of this camp. The Sqn continued to tap out from NEETZE towards the 
R. ELBE but on approaching the banks contact was made on the 
approaches to the small town of BLACKEDE 985248. It was clear that 
fairly strong outpost posns were established on rds running into the 
town. 'C' Sqn set up their HQ at NEETZE and remained in posn of 
observation on the rds running into BLACKEDE. 
  RHQ bounded up 'C' Sqn centre line and set up temporary HQ at 
BAVENDORF about midday. A small party of HITLER JUGEND wearing 
Volksturm arm-bands attempted to stalk RHQ in the hopes of using the 
Panzerfaust with which they were equipped. They were spotted, fired 
on, and one PW taken, who on interrogation stated that they were in 
fact a small recce party which had been sent out to find any infm 
about the British posns, etc, and if they could, of course, to brew 
up HQs. Nothing further was seen of the remainder of this party 
during that day. 
  'B' Sqn on the right met far more opposition, on all the rds 
running into the large forest of GOHRDE. They made contacts in the 
following villages: STOITZE 0401, HIMBERGEN 0004, and Gr. THORNDORF 
9807. That, in conjunction with civilian reports of enemy mov, made 
it clear that the Germans were using the forest as some sort of a 
collecting place for his remnants prior to getting them across the 
ELBE. In the late afternoon orders from Div HQ were received to the 
effect that the Regt was to protect the right flank of the Div from 
incl GARZE to incl BAVENDORF, a distance of some 14 miles. To do 
this the Regt was deployed as follows: 'A' Sqn, RHQ, and HQ SAS at 
NEETZE. 'C' Sqn at THOMASBURG, and 'B' Sqn BAVENDORF. The main 
difficulty was the disposal of PW which had been collected during 
the day, being some 10 miles ahead of the Inf who were in BEVENSEN 

 



9002. However, we sent them down the rd under their own steam, 
walking towards the inf. 
  The Div plan for tomorrow was for 46 Bde to adv up on the right 
flank along the general centre line of 'B' Sqn's axis and to seize 
the town of BLACKEDE. 227 Bde on the left to close up to the ELBE in 
the area of AHRENSBURG. The Regt spent a quiet night with nothing to 
report. 

 20    'B' Sqn were pushed out to recce the adv of 46 Bde and made 
contact as we thought on the main approaches into BLACKEDE from the 
SOUTH. 46 Bde making a plan for a 7 phase attack to reach the same 
posns as our fwd patrols. 'A' Sqn patrolled out from NEETZE and made 
contact again in the same sort of area as 'C' Sqn had yesterday on 
the approaches to BLACKEDE from the WEST and NW. The remainder of 
the day was quite uneventful, and apart from standing patrols in the 
approaches to BLACKEDE the Regt concentrated as follows:- 'A' & 'B' 
Sqns, RHQ, Echelons & LAD at NEETZE. 'C' Sqn THOMASBURG 9519. 

 

 21    Regt static. Nothing to report.  
 22    Locns unchanged. Nothing to report.  
 23    Command of the Regt devolved on Major P.T.I. MACDIARMID, MC, 

Lieut. Colonel K.C.C. SMITH going to the UK on a course and 
Privilege Leave. 

 

 24-27.    Locns unchanged. Nothing to report.  
 28    In conjunction with the Div plan for crossing the ELBE, the Regt 

was ordered to take over the area of 46 Bde on the ELBE bank. In 
view of the fact that there had been practically no enemy activity, 
'A' Sqn were given this commitment, and took up their posns along 
the line of the ELBE. At about 2100 hrs in the evening a further 
force was asked for to relieve 227 Bde at TEPSE. A small mixed force 
from 'HQ' Sqn and the residue 'B' Sqn were sent up under Capt GRAY, 
MC. A quiet night with nothing to report. 

 

 29    During the night the Div made the assault crossing of the ELBE. 
'C' Sqn Tac HQ and two patrols were standing by ready to cross the 
ELBE and recce from the B'head as soon as called fwd by Div. By mid-
afternoon 'C' Sqn Tac HQ and patrols were across. They had a very 
unpleasant time in the marshalling area and crossing, due to enemy 
aircraft, and shelling. Both veh and personnel casualties were 
caused through enemy air activity. The Regt with under comd 2 Sqns 
2nd SAS Regt were given the task of reconnoitring out from the 
B'head next day, and the Regt was allotted timing to cross the Cl 9 
Br at first light on the 30th. Nothing further to report. 

 

 30    Regt with under comd 2 Sqns 2nd SAS Regt crossed the ELBE Br at 
0630 hrs without incident and met up with 'C' Sqn and proceeded to 

 



recce. 'C' Sqn on the centre line KOLLOW - SCHWARZENBECK. 'A' Sqn on 
the left - centre line HAMWADE - WORTH 7545. RHQ est at JULIUSBURG. 
  'C' Sqn progressed very well and by 0930 hrs were sitting in 
SCHWARZENBECK, having taken a fairly large number of PW. 'A' Sqn on 
the left made contact in HAMWADE and were generally held up in that 
area. 'C' Sqn held the southern half of SCHWARZENBECK and made 
contact with various enemy troops, incl S.S., in the Northern part 
of this town, on the left in BRUNSTORF 7847 and on the right in the 
small village 843480. Due to some fast talking on the part of a 
Troop Comd of 'C' Sqn and the I.O. of the SAS, negotiations were 
made for the surrender of some 1800 S.S. troops in the general 
area. These negotiations dragged out during the whole day and did 
not in fact come to fruition, but quite a large number of S.S. 
troops and offrs did surrender, although in fact the major part did 
not. By evening the Regt was relieved by 2 Inf Bns of 44 Bde in 
SCHWARZENBECK and an Inf Bn of 227 Bde came up to help. 'A' Sqn on 
the left flank. The Regt concentrated - RHQ & 'C' Sqn in KOLLOW, 'A' 
Sqn in HAMWADE, with the task of protecting the Div centre line up 
to SCHWARZENBECK during the night. 
  During the day some four to five hundred PW were taken. The Regt 
by night-fall was located as under:- 
    RHQ, 'A' Echelon & 'C' Sqn - KOLLOW 814445. 
    'B' Sqn (Residue Sqn) & LAD - NEETZE. 
    'B' Echelon in the Div Adm area BAVENDORF. 
  Orders were received that night for patrolling NORTH and NW from 
the Corps B'head tomorrow. 
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B.L.A. 1  Regt located as under - 
      RHQ         KOLLOW 814445 with C Sqn and A Ech 
      A Sqn       HAMWADE 
      B Sqn (Residue Sqn) and LAD    NEETZE 
      B Ech in Div Adm Area BAVENDORF. 
The main task today was to patrol outside the perimeter of the Corps 
brhead and to seize, if possible, the village of BRUNSDORF and to 
patrol out westwards from HAMWADE towards HAMBURG. C Sqn patrolled 
northward and finally took the village of BRUNSDORF at approx 1800 
hrs, where they were relieved by 6 KOSB. 
A Sqn with under comd two patrols SAS patrolled westwards from 
HAMWADE and made contact in the general area of the woods some 5 
miles further on. They had to withdraw for the night as the inf had 
not come up but remained static during the day. 

 

 2  Local patrolling from the brhead westwards to HAMBURG and northwards 
on the main axis towards LUBECK. Very little to report during the 
day except on the western side where A Sqn was approached by German 
Officers with the initial surrender of forces within the small town 
of BERGDORF. In point of fact this finally developed through various 
channels to the complete surrender of the German Armies in the NW of 
GERMANY. 
Otherwise this was a fairly uneventful day. 

 

 3  Ordered today to push on if possible to cut the HAMBURG - LUBECK 
Autobahn in the areas of BARGTEHEIDE 6673 and AHRENSBURG 6667, when 
we would be followed up by 44 Bde on the rt and 44 Bde on the 
left. Sqns set out at first light with two tps SAS in support; A Sqn 
on the rt and C Sqn on the left. By 1000 hrs A Sqn had cleared the 
general area in which the Bde was going to lie up, that is, TRITTAU, 
LUTJENSEE, C Sqn on the left had cleared up as far as PAPENDORF and 
LAGELAKE 6858. A Sqn made rapid progress on the rt and cut the 
Autobahn at HAMMOR at about 1130 hrs. They had a certain amount of 
trouble with a fair number of stragglers and one or two organised 
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posts of SS who appeared to be holding the general line of the 
Autobahn. 
C Sqn on the left, having cleared PAPENDORF and area were going to 
continue on to their objective when they were approached by a German 
Staff Officer with a Stop Line which he said had been arranged by 
Treaty and which briefly was a line drawn round the outskirts of the 
suburbs of HAMBURG. This was referred to Div for their guidance and 
after some delay it was finally found that this was in fact the 
initial surrender of HAMBURG. C Sqn were therefore unable to 
progress any further. A Sqn continued on the rt and captured 
BARGTEHEIDE, and C Sqn then side-stepped behind A Sqn so as not to 
interfere with the demarcation line and continued and captured 
AHRENSBURG. Up until about 1600 hrs the Regt had taken some 5 - 600 
PW. About this time the Commander 2nd SAS Regt was called to Corps, 
and he and the CO motored up the Autobahn as far as LUBECK, and were 
able to report the whole line of the Autobahn clear. The remainder 
of the day was spent with the Sqns patrolling in a westerly and 
northwesterly direction from firm bases at BARGTEHEIDE and 
AHRENSBURG. 
No enemy were found within 7 to 10 miles from these firm bases. 
Contact was made with 11 Armd Div at BAD ODESLOE. The Regt harboured 
for the night, A Sqn BARGTEHEIDE, C Sqn AHRENSBURG, RHQ and HQ 2 
SAS, A Ech at GROSS HANSDORF. Orders were received from Div to hold 
BARGTEHEIDE and AHRENSBURG for the night. 
At about 1900 hrs a flying patrol was sent to FRIEDRISK SRAH 730512 
to guard documents of importance to the Allies which were located in 
the Schloss at this town, which was being used by the SWEDISH and 
NORWEGIAN Legations. 

 4  Regt remained in situ until Bdes took over from us at BARGTEHEIDE 
and AHRENSBURG, when the Regt less B Sqn, A Ech and LAD, were moved 
to ELMENHORST 669776. Regt spent a quiet day on maintenance, until 
at about midnight Comd 2 SAS, who had harboured his Regt at BORSTAL 
some 2 miles from ELMENHORST, came in to state that one of his jeeps 
had been ambushed in the area HEIDERFELD 6489. The Burgomaster of 
that village had come down by bicycle to tell him that a number of 
SS Tps had set up in the village and ambushed his jeep, and were 
remaining in the village. OC 2 SAS Regt requested assistance for an 
early strike tomorrow morning before the "cease fire" came into 
effect at 0800 hrs. Arrangements to this effect were made. 

 

 5  The striking force under the CO of 4 car patrols with mortars and 
A/Tk guns, and 2 Sqns SAS, RVd at LEEZEN 6588 at 0530 hrs. Patrols 
pushed into HEIDERFELD and met no opposition, but a jeep was found 

 



abandoned and shot up. On enquiries locally it was confirmed that 
about 60 SS had been in the village the night before when the driver 
and co-driver of the jeep had been very badly wounded, if not 
killed. The remaining two occupants of the jeep were slightly 
wounded. The enemy had withdrawn from the village about 2 hours 
before we arrived. Patrols then pushed on through TODESFELD 6091 to 
BARK 6193 where they caught up with about 10 SS who were taken 
prisoner.  They stated that the main force had withdrawn into the 
forest at SEGEBURG with strong posts in the villages of WITTENBORN 
6395 WANSTEDT 6398. As the Armistice came into effect whilst we were 
clearing up the 10 SS in BARK it was decided that no further action 
could be taken and the force returned to LEEZEN. The remainder of 
the day was uneventful. 

 6  Nothing to report.  
 7  Locns as above. One Sqn required for force consisting of 46 Bde Gp 

who were to go and occupy KIEL. A Sqn were put under comd 46 Bde Gp 
and proceeded with them to KIEL. The occupation was entirely 
uneventful; the Sqn seized and held the various brs in the harbour 
area required of them without any opposition at all. Sqn HQ was est 
in KIEL. 
B Sqn (Residue Sqn) and the LAD were brought up from KOLLOW and were 
harboured at NERITZE 6880. 

 

 8  A further Sqn was required to form a stop on the brs over the KIEL 
CANAL to control the remainder of the German Armies from DENMARK who 
were coming South towards HAMBURG to surrender. C Sqn were sent out 
on this and seized and held without opposition the line of the KIEL 
CANAL from BRUNSBUTEL 5290 - br 0416, where they formed crossing 
patrols on all crossing places between these two points. 
Locns of the Regt for the night - 
         RHQ, A Ech, LAD      ELMENHORST 6777 
         A Sqn                KIEL 
         B Sqn                NERITZE 6880 
         C Sqn                BRUNSBUTEL 5290 

 

 9  No change in locns. During the day the CO was called to Div for an O 
Gp when it was stated that by arrangements with 8 Corps a GERMAN 
Force was to attempt to clear the forest of SEGEBURG of the SS who 
were still holding out in that area. Steps were required to ensure 
that the main axis BAD SEGEBURG 6896 - NEUMUNSTER 4711 was not 
interfered with, and the residue Sqn was put out to do this! They 
took up posns on the morning of the 10th. 

 



 10  Locns - "A" Sqn - KIEL. "B" Sqn - stops in the Wehrmacht - SS battle 
on the main SEGEBURG - NEUMUNSTER Rd. RHQ, A Ech and LAD - 
ELMENHORST. "C" Sqn - BRUNSBUTEL. 

 

 11  Nothing to report. B Ech joined RHQ at ELMENHORST.  
 12-13  Nothing to report.  
 14  C Sqn relieved from commitment on KIEL CANAL and returned to 

previous locn at ELMENHORST. 
 

 15  B Sqn relieved from commitment on axis BAD SEGEBURG - NEUMUNSTER and 
returned to NERITZE. A Sqn remained at KIEL. 
RHQ, A Ech, B Ech and LAD at ELMENHORST. Warning Order received from 
Div that the Regt would be required to take over a PW staging camp 
commitment on the BALTIC Coast, probably on 16 or 17 MAY. Orders to 
this effect were confirmed that evening. 

 

 16.  Lt. Col. K.C.C. SMITH returned from UK and re-assumed comd of the 
Regt, Major P.T.I. MacDIARMID reverting to 2 i/c. 
Regt less A Sqn moved to TIMMENDORFER STRAND 9905 preparatory to 
taking over PW Staging Camp Commitments in that area. Recces were 
made and camps set up in the large woods 9806 - 9905. Final 
arrangements were made to meet the PW who were supposed to arrive in 
US PW Tpt. 

 

 17  Locns - RHQ, B & C Sqns, A & B Echs and LAD - TIMMENDORFER STRAND 
        A Sqn - KIEL 
The IO was sent to a co-ordinating conference at LUBECK and arrived 
back at RHQ at approx 1600 hrs with two LOs from the American 8 Div 
(18 Corps) with the infm that the PW were not now arriving by rd, 
but would, in fact, arrive by train. A complete re-shuffle of the 
staging area was therefore necessary and arrangements had to be made 
to receive PW from the trains and take them into the staging camp 
and then continue as before, marching to NEUSTADT. It was quite 
apparent that as the train had to be on to NEUSTADT to complete the 
circuit that it would be very much easier to detrain, if possible, 
in NEUSTADT and hand the German PW straight to the German control 
instead of staging them in TIMMENDORFER and continue to march them 
up the already overcrowded rd, overcrowding being caused by a very 
considerable number of DPs in the general area. Arrangements to 
second the motion with US 80 Corps to bring this about. 

 

 18  The first batch of 23,000 PW arrived by train without major incident 
and were staged for the night in the prepared camps. Permission was 
obtained during the day to change the plan and to detrain at 
NEUSTADT and hand PW straight to German Control without staging. 
Recces and arrangements were accordingly made for this. It was 
decided that the staging camp would be emptied as follows - 

 



    3,000 - 19 MAY.   10,000 - 20 MAY.   10,000 - 21 MAY. 
A Sqn were relieved of commitment at KIEL and reverted to comd of 
the Regt. They were located at NIENDORF 0401. 

 19  Detraining commenced at NEUSTADT 0116. The vehs of the German PW 
arrived by rd and had to be passed by us into the German area. 

 

 20-23  Regt continued with PW commitment at NEUSTADT.  
 24  Two Sqns ordered to take over from RA in the northern part of KREIS 

STORMAN in the towns of BAD ODESLOE and REINFELD 8185. A and C Sqns 
were ordered for this task and moved that day. 

 

 25  Regt located as under - 
   RHQ, A and B Echs, LAD - TIMMENDORFER STRAND 
   A Sqn                  - BAD ODESLOE - commitment of VPs and DPs. 
   B Sqn                  - TIMMENDORFER STRAND 
   C Sqn                  - REINFELD - commitment, control of DPs in 
                            that area. 

 

 26-27  As above with extra commitment of C Sqn producing 3 tps of Armd Cars 
to escort SS PW to Second Army SS Camp. 

 

 28-30  Nothing to report.  
 31  Nothing to report.  Locns of Regt as under - 

   RHQ, A and B Echs, LAD, B Sqn - TIMMENDORFER STRAND. 
   A Sqn                         - BAD ODESLOE 
   C Sqn                         - REINFELD. 
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STEYNING 1 -5  Final Waterproofing.  
Sussex. 6  D Day. Code word 'Adoration' received.  

" 8  Received code word 'Greyhound'  
" 9     "      "    "   'Bunch'  
" 10 1220 

1530 
Received message to move 159 Battery. 
159 Bty proceeded to London Marshalling Area T1. 

 

" 11  159 Bty vehs loaded and Bty moved to S 54  
" 13 1430 

0430 
159 Bty embarked on SS Samont M.T.11. 
161 Bty proceeded to London Marshalling Area Embarkation Camp 'T' 

 

" 14  159 Bty lay at anchor off Southend.  
" 15 1030 RHQ and 346 Bty proceeded to London Marshalling Area and were 

split between S 3 and S 6. 
159 Bty arrived off Gold Beach and anchored. 
161 Bty vehs loaded on S 80 M.T. S. 

 

 16  RHQ and 346 Bty vehs loaded on SS Emp Lankester. 
159 Bty still at anchor off French Coast. 
161 Bty sailed to anchorage. 

 

 17  RHQ & 346 Bty sailed to Southend. 
159 Bty partly unloaded. 
161 Bty set sail 

 

 18  RHQ and 346 Bty left anchorage at Southend. 
159 Bty completed unloading and went to Concentration Area. 
161 Bty anchored off 'Gold' and moved later to 'Juno' 

 

 19/20  No change RHQ, 346, 161 & 159. 286 Bty moved to C 3 Camp 
Southampton. 

 

 23  RHQ and 346 Bty disembarked on J Beach Gold Area and concentrated 
Vaux Sur Seulles. 
161 Bty commenced to disembark. 

 

 24  RHQ and 346 Bty moved to area 'Colly'. 
161 Bty completed disembarkation and concentrated area St Gabriel. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



B.L.A. 25  Preparation for Exercise Epsom. 159 Bty under Comd 44 Bde, 161 Bty 
under Comd 46 Bde and 346 Bty under Comd 227 Bde. 

 

 26  
1515 

H Hour Op Epsom. 
RHQ moved to Putot-en-Bessin. 

 

 27  159 and 161 Btys report each have destroyed 1 Pz Kw V  
 29  

1530 
286 Bty arrive in theatre of operations. 
286 Bty do recce for deployment. 

JM Ockleshaw 
     Lt RA A/ADJ 
cv Lt Col 
    97 A/T Regt RA 

 30  286 Bty deploy. 
 
 
Appx 'A'  159 Bty War Diary. 
Appx 'B'  161 Bty War Diary.) 
Appx 'C'  286 Bty War Diary.) Not here KLB            1/8/44 
Appx 'D'  346 Bty War Diary.) 
Appx 'E'  Summary of Events 26 Jun - 1 July 44 161 Bty) Not here 
Appx 'F'  Summary of Events 26 Jun - 1 July 44 161 Bty)      KLB 
Appx 'G'  Copy AFs W 3008 and W 3009 
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Field 1 1400 RHQ moved to new location 920746. During the day 159 Bty moved 
back into area BRONAY 8872 - PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 9072 - BRETTEVILLE 
9272. This is the reserve position. 346 Bty went into harbour at 
914740 

 

 2 1200 159 Bty ordered to harbour in area SECQUEVILLE-EN-BESSIN 9274  
 3 1700 Lt Col K.L. Beddington R.A. retained in CCS.  
 6 1200 

1430 
CRA spoke to all officers and NCOs re lessons of recent ops. 
2IC to conference under General Montgomery. 

 

 7 1330 Notice of move of 44 Bde received and 159 and two tps of 17 pr 346 
Bty. 

 

 8 0200 
 

1200 
 

2000 
 

2200 

159 Bty with 346 Bty less K Tp under comd came under comd 59 A Tk 
Regt and at the same time in support of 44 Bde. 
At 1200 hrs above came under comd 71 A Tk Regt and remained in 
support of 44 Bde in TOURVILLE area. 
Minor adjustments required to close gap between 21 A Tk Regt at ST 
MAUVIEU and 286 Bty in NORREY-EN-BESSIN area. 
Above adjustment completed by moving one 17 pr into ST MAUVIEU 
area 

 

Field 10 1805 286 BC forward with Brig for recce Verson Area. 286 BHQ moved to 
923729 

 

 12 0900 
0400 

 
1100 

 
 

1600 

161 Bty withdrawn to area 9173 less 1 gun. 
Major P.R. Henderson R.A. appointment as Commanding Officer 
confirmed 
Commanding Officer tried to arrange 159 and 2 Tps 346 relief. 
Major R.T. Ashby R.A. appointed Second-in-Command. Capt T. Fleming 
RA assumes command 161 Bty. 
Message received from 71 A Tk Regt 346 Bty can leave without 
relief. 

 

 13 0800 
 
 

Priority residue arrive under Lieut Edwards.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



0800 
 
 

0900 

Reported that 159 Bty and two tps of 346 Bty had withdrawn and 
were remaining on wheels NE of SECQUEVILLE-EN-BESSIN. Commanding 
Officer to CRAs 'Jurga' 
Demonstration and trial of Churchills towing 17 pdrs. 

 14 0800 Move to 936677. 161 in reserve. 159 Bty in support of 44 Bde. 346 
Bty in support of 46 Bde. 286 Bty in support of 227 Bde. 

 

 15/16  1st Phase of 'Greenline'  
Field 16 1200 286 Bty report 2 17 pr guns knocked out. 159 Bty report 1 17 pr 

gun knocked out. Also 5 Quads, 2 Carden Loyd Carriers, 1 Jeep and 
1 MC. Missing at least 23. Battle continues. 

 

 17 0200 Remnants of G Tp return.  
 18 0930 RHQ locations now 898698. 346 Bty deployed overnight in area S of 

GRANVILLE SUR ODON. 286 Bty withdrawn with 227 Bde to New Area in 
action LE HAUT DU BOSC. 159 Bty to be withdrawn. 

 

 19  159 Bty being relieved by 71 A Tk Regt with 44 Bde.... to be 
completed by 1600 hrs. 

 

 21 1000 346 Bty still supporting 46 Bde, 159 Bty recce posn in reserve 
with 44 Bde, 286 Bty deploy still with 227 Bde. Major N.P. McLeod 
R.A. Bty Comd 159 Bty left for England to attend course No 14 at 
Camberley Staff College. Capt R.E. Wheatly RA assumed Temp Comd. 

 

 22 1200 Commanding Officer, 2 i/c and BCs to conference with CRA re taking 
over from U.S. Army. Div area E of St Lo. 

 

Field 23 1330 
 
 
 
 

2215 

RHQ move to 692692. 159 Bty move to 692690 in reserve. 
161 Bty move to 682617 in support of 44 Bde. 286 Bty move to 
702644 in support of 227 Bde. 346 Bty move out with 46 Bde to rest 
area La Bette 7370. 44 Bde relieve 10 US Regt. 227 Bde relieve 11 
US Regt, 46 Bde rest. 
Capt T Fleming RA called to say 44 Bde reorganising and regrouping 
their positioning tomorrow which might necessitate moving guns. 
Present posn one tp in, other two going in after dark. 
Lieut M.I. Hore RA joined 161 Bty. Lieut C.T. Gillespie RA joined 
RHQ. 

 

 25 1100 Capt T Fleming RA reported that 46 Bde were taking over from 44 
Bde on 26th. 1 bn at 1600 hrs 2 bns at night. 44 Bde joined by 
Combat Tp with two bofors and Recce with 4 6 pdrs. 

 

 26  46 Bde take over as above. 
159 Bty deploy in area of 69 Grid line between Northings 59 & 64 
in independent role. 

 

 28  Capt J. Carr R.A. posted to 161 Bty as Capt 'Q'  



Field 29  Preparation for operation Blue Coat. 159 Bty in reserve with 44 
Bde. 161 Bty in support 46 Bde. 286 Bty in support 227 Bde. 346 
Bty in reserve. 146/91 S.P. Bty under command and given to 46 Bde. 

 

 30 1200 RHQ move to 716626 completed. 
 
        Appx 'A' 159 Bty War diary. 
        Appx 'B'  161 Bty War Diary. 
        Appx 'C'  286 Bty War Diary. 
        Appx 'D'  346 Bty War Diary. 
        Appx 'E'  Copy AFs W 3008 and W 3009 
        Appx 'F'  June Copy War Diary 
        Appx 'G'  Intelligence Summary 161 Bty for 23 Jul 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. Sharp Capt. RA. 
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Field 1  E Tp, 161 Bty claim 2 tanks knocked out, and 1 tank disabled.  
 2  

1300 
Major Gordon joined and took over command of 159 Battery 
RHQ moved to 685554 

 

 3  Continued advance all fronts  
 4 1600 RHQ moved to 682510  
 7  Capt Carr evacuated and off strength. Jeep accident. Lieut 

McGregor, RA posted to 286 Bty. Capt McDonald attached as Capt "Q" 
161 Bty. 346 Bty relieved 161 Bty. 161 Bty in reserve. 346 Bty in 
support of 46 Bde. 

 

 8 1200 
1600 

RHQ moved to 682425 
RHQ moved to 696463. 286 Bty G Tp claim two Mk IVs 

 

 10  Capt Carlisle R.A. posted to 161 Bty as Capt "Q". Capt McDonald now 
spare. 

 

 11  146 SP Bty who were under command 227 Bde and were going to 46 Bde 
on Code Word "Dunhill", now under command 3 Div. 

 

 
 

Field 

12  Capt Masters RA promoted to Major and to be Battery Commander 346 
Bty. Lieut Graham RA promoted to Capt "Q" of 286 Bty. Capt Sharp RA 
appointed Adjutant. Major Mason, RA posted to 159 Battery and to be 
Battery Commander 159 Bty. 346 Bty withdrawn from line. 

 

 13 1415 C.R.A's "O" Group attended by Commanding Officer. Lt. Gillespie, RA 
attached to 346 Bty in lieu of Lieut Whitby, RA who was admitted to 
Hospital sick, not battle casualty. 

 

 14 1245 RHQ move to new area 962577 Amaye-sur-Orne. Concentration Area. 161 
Bty in support of 46 Bde who move to Corps Reserve Area on the 
15th. 346 Bty in support of 44 Bde. 286 Bty remain in support of 
227 Bde. 159 Bty withdrawn from line. 

 

 16  CRA inspected 159, 286 and 346 Btys. HQ 15 (S) Inf Div & HQRA 15 
Div move fwd to 007542 but RHQ remained in same location. 

 

 17  161 Bty deployed in support 46 Bde, area St Martin-le-Mieux.  
 18 1600 RHQ and 159 Bty moved to area Fresney-le-Vieux 0048  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 19  HQRA move to area Le Hamel. Major Murphy, RA posted to the 
Regiment, surplus to establishment. Lt Ockleshaw evacuated sick, 
not battle casualty. 

 

Field 20  HQ 15 Div and RHQ move to Le Hamel (0939) plus 286 and 159 Btys 
held in Div Reserve. 161 and 346 Btys remain in support of 46 and 
44 Bdes respectively. 129 SP Bty placed under command of Regiment. 
11 O.R's posted as reinforcements. 

 

 21  Col Fletcher commanding 86 Anti-Tank Regt RA calls re employment of 
SP Bty under command of this Regiment. Orders received that 227 and 
44 Bdes were to move to concentration area east of Falaise. 

 

 22  All moves for 227 and 44 Bdes cancelled. Authority received to draw 
an extra 30 r.p.g. HE for 6 and 17 pdrs. AP to be given in 
exchange. 

 

 23  227 and 44 Bdes move to concentration area east of Falaise, 
together with 286 and 346 Btys in support. Orders received for move 
of 129 SP Bty to concentration area, 2 Tps and BHQ in support of 44 
Bde, and 1 Tp in support of 227 Bde. HQ 15 Div and HQRA move to 
area 252332. Orders received for Operation "Gallop". RHQ, 159 and B 
Echelons move on Sun Route. 

 

Field 24  RHQ, 159 Bty and B Echelons move up to area 252332. Div moving on 3 
routes. Star Route 44 Bde and 346 Bty. Sun Route 227 Bde and 286 
Bty, Div HQ and RHQ. Moon Route 46 Bde and 161 Bty. RHQ established 
at 185334 1900 hrs. Advance delayed due to demolitions. 

 

 25  Advance continues. RHQ, 159 Bty and B Echelons change to Star 
Route. Position at 2200 hrs, - 227 Bde and 286 Bty in area 022740. 
44 Bde and 346 Bty in area 025838. 46 Bde and 161 Bty in harbour 
area 885769. RHQ established at area 834752. 

 

 26  HQ 15 Div and HQRA 15 Div move to Cambon 0078. 159 Bty and RHQ 
established 011786. 44 Bde and 346 Bty area 019838. 46 Bde and 161 
Bty area 007727. 227 Bde and 286 Bty area 022740. 

 

 
 
 
 

Field 

27  HQ 15 Div and RHQ move to area 185888. 44 Bde and 346 Bty area 
206890. 46 Bde and 161 Bty 297844. 227 Bde HQ and 286 Bty BHQ area 
245886. 10 HLI and 2 Gordons cross Seine. Attack starts 1830 hrs 
supported by 6 and 17 pdrs Tps 286 Bty from H.E. Crossing 
accomplished between bridges 2690 and 2788. 129 SP Bty to Div 
Reserve and harboured 159891. 

 

 28  HQ 15 Div, RHQ, move forward of Louviers prior to move over Seine. 
RHQ established 1900 hrs 246891. 159 Bty established 248919. 129 SP 
Bty and B Echelon remain in area 159891, 161 Bty 297844, 286 Bty 
260895, 346 Bty 261921. 

 

 29  44 Bde and 346 Bty cross Seine and deploy in area 320953. 46 Bde 
and 161 Bty cross Seine and deploy in area Cuverville. 227 Bde and 

 



286 Bty cross Seine and deploy in area 3390. RHQ, 159 Bty and B 
Echelon remain same location. Lt Ockleshaw RA rejoins from 
Hospital. 

 30  HQ 15 (S) Div, RHQ, 159 Bty cross Seine. RHQ established 329905, 
159 Bty 325898, 161 Bty and 46 Bde area 367927. All other locations 
remain the same. 

 

 31  HQ 15 (S) Div remains same location. Orders received for Div to 
provide one General Transport Coy. (97 A.Tk Regt, RA providing 17 
3-tonners, 1 Jeep, 3 M/cs). 

Appendix A B C D 
War Diaries of 159, 161, 
286 & 346 
Appendix E Copy of 
Returns 
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 1  Warning Order received for Div move to area SW Amiens preparatory 
to further operations across R. Somme. 346 Bty under comdin 
support 44 Bde. 161 Bty under comdin support 46 Bde. 286 Bty under 
comdin support 227 Bde and 159 Bty in reserve. 

 

 2.  Div Recce and harbour parties leave for area 503136  
 3.  Div HQ and RHQ move to area 503136 - 503137 - established 1800 

hrs. H Tp 286 Bty and 2 A.S.H. across R. Somme. 44 Bde and 346 Bty 
in area 492162. 46 Bde and 161 Bty in area 511147. 227 Bde and 286 
Bty area Le Tranques. 

 

 4.  Div move to area Harcourt 6133  Btys regroup  44 Bde and 159 Bty  
46 Bde and 161 Bty  227 Bde and 346 Bty  RHQ established 1500 hrs 
601325 

 

 5.  Div HQ and RHQ plus 286 Bty move to area 095049 San Pol  Btys 
remain with Bde groups with the exception of 161 Bty who return to 
Div reserve. 

 

 6.  Orders received to move to area Thielt Roulliers Courtrai 8657. 
RHQ move to 890449 159 Bty 824510 with 44 Bde  161 Bty 882444 
(Unattached)  286 Bty 905432 (unattached)  346 Bty remain in old 
location with 227 Bde  46 Bde ordered to join 7 Armd Div 

 

 7  161 Bty in support 278 Fd Coy R.E ordered to assist in mopping up 
SW of Alvelghen. Deployed with orders to use HE amn when required. 
129 SP A Tk Bty placed under command this regt. 

 

 8  Regrouping for ops. 44 Bde and 159 Bty. 227 Bde and 346 Bty. 161 
and 286 Btys Div reserve. 227 Bde and 346 Bty deploy in area 
Chrurshauten 0060. Div HQ established in area Petergen RHQ at 
061564  159 and 44 Bde 947632  227 Bde and 346 Bty  161 and 286 
Btys all in Div reserve. 

 

 9/10  Preliminary orders received for move of Division to area 5164. 
Lieut Gillespie posted from 346 Bty to RHQ. Div moves to area 
Ramsdonck 6174. RHQ established 625766. 44 Bde and 159 Bty area 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and 
for Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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645726. 46 Bde and 161 Bty area 5975  227 Bde and 346 Bty remain 
old location. 286 Bty remain in Div reserve. 

 11  227 Bde and 346 Bty move up to area Ramsdonck. Preliminary orders 
received for move on 12 Sep to area of Gheel. 129 SP Bty now to 
support 46 Bde. 
Capt Carlyle R.A. evacuated. 

 

 12  Div move to area Gheel 0888. RHQ established 041810  159 Bty 
055843 with 44 Bde deploy SW of Gheel over Albert Canal. 161 Bty 
at 040845 with 46 Bde deploy over the Albert canal South of Gheel. 
286 Bty go to harbour area 058778. 346 Bty remain in old area with 
227 Bde. 

 

 13  227 Bde move up with 346 Bty to area Meerhout over Albert Canal. 
159 Bty move to 058878. 129 SP Bty (under comd) one troop to each 
Bde 

 

 14  RHQ move to 092845  286 Bty to 093846  
 15  159 Bty and 161 Bty and 129 SP Bty engaged targets with H.E. amn. 

Orders received to expend no further HE amn. Capt MacDonald R.A. 
posted to 37 RHU. 

 

 16 0200 Frequency changed. B Echelon move to 085842. 346 Bty move to 
179898. 159 Bty move to 080905. 161 Bty move to 058871. Lt 
Gillespie R.A. posted to 159 Bty from RHQ. Lieut Slater R.A. 
promoted to Capt and interposted from 159 Bty to 161 Bty. 

 

 17  346 Bty move to 109896  
 18  159 Bty move to 150913  
 20 0200 Fire Plan  Two 17 pdrs from 346 Bty fire 60 rds HE into area 

Casterle. 
Capt Clarke R.A. attached to RHQ 

 

 20/21  227 Bde withdrawn from bridgehead North of Gheel.  
 21  44 Bde with 159 Bty move to area Steensel. 46 Bde with 161 Bty to 

West of Eindhoven  RHQ and B Ech to area South West of Eindhoven. 
 

 22  227 Bde less 10 HLI with 346 Bty move to Veldhoven 3713. 46 Bde 
less 9 Cams force bridgehead over Wilhelmina Canal short of Best. 
286 Bty to be in support 227 Bde. 346 Bty in Div reserve. 

 

 23 0930 Second in Command visits HQ 227 Bde at Veldhoven 3714 plan 
ascertained to be 227 Bde less 10 H.L.I. with in support 286 Bty 
and 129 SP Bty to concentrate in area Mensvoort 4123 in Second 
Army Reserve. 

 

 24  CO attended 'O' Group where it was decided that 46 Bde would 
slightly better the posn and that 44 Bde would then go through 
supported by armour fanning out North to North West on the road to 

 
 
 
 



Boxtel 3335. 227 Bde placed under Army Command to proceed to 
Schindel (Move not made) 
Lt Firth Tp Comd of 129 SP Bty reported as wounded whilst being 
employed on HE shoot with 46 Bde. 

See Trace No1 
(44 bde and 159 bty 
A/T layout) 

 25  Plan changed - 227 Bde to go through other Bdes. Further changes 
of plans not yet received. RHQ move to 405163 under cover as last 
two nights were very wet. 129 SP Bty to be in support of 46 Bde 
instead of one Tp in support of 46 Bde and two Tps in support of 
227 Bde. 

 
 
See Trace No2 
(161 Bty and 46 Bde 
A/T/ layout) 

 26  First light Coy KOSB Plus J Tp 346 Bty went to bridge ZON 4425 to 
defend it against counter attack. 

See Trace No3 
(J Troop layout) 

 27 1700 RHQ move to Windmill 403228, HQRA 405225. Counter attack beaten 
off. 129 SP Bty uses HE in support of 9 Cams. 

 

 28  
 
 

1000 

Lieut Bickerton RA reported killed in action by enemy mortar fire 
in early morning while accompanying RS into attack. B Ech move to 
area 3721 
Second in Command visited J Troop 346 Bty deployed in def of Br 
over Wilhelmina Canal at ZON 4425. Coy KOSB had been relieved 
yesterday by one bty 119 LAA Regt who had 9 guns deployed in br 
area. In addition there are 18 LAA guns of an Army regt in the 
area but no inf. J Tp have been undisturbed since their arrival in 
the area and have no incidents to report. 

 

 29 0900 
 
 

1230 
 

1700 
 
 
 
 

2400 

Major Fleming RA Comd 161 Bty called at RHQ and reported no enemy 
patrolling or activity on 46 Bde front during the night. Inf are 
thinning out to-day to permit men to attend baths and cinema. 
Warning order that a move Northwards is probable in late afternoon 
or early evening. 
RHQ move to 464313 Div HQ to 395227. 346 Bty move to 465302 286 
Bty move to 406294  B Ech move to 439299  278 and 336 Bty of 71 A 
Tk Regt RA put under Command this regt for ops. 278 BHQ location 
at 439307  336 BHQ located at 447344. Lieut (QM) Burgess R.A. 
reported wounded by mine and evacuated. 
LO from 278 Bty arrived asking for SPs as two Btys of SPs 
withdrawn by formation on our right. One Troop 17 pdr sent to 
cover this. 

 
 
 
 
 
See Trace No5 
(158 Bde A/T layout) 

 30 2230 'A' Troop report small counter attack and engaged with brens.  
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In the Fd 01  
0950 

A Troop report taking two prisoners. 
L.O. 161 Bty called. He had nothing to report except a certain 
amount of mortar and MG fire during the night. No casualties. 
153 Bde, 51 (H) Div relieve 44 Bde, 159 to Harbour Area 4631. J 
Troop 346 Bty relieved and withdrawn to Bty Area. 
C.O. recces Div Arty Rest Area with Staff Captain, in vicinity of 
Gemert. Btys of Regt allotted sub-areas. 

 
 
See Trace No 1 
 
 
 
See Trace No 1 

 02  "K" Troop take over position from 71 A.Tk Regt for two days area 
4232. 346 Bty move to 609286. 159 Bty move to map ref 584307. 

 

 03  5 Interpreters sent to Regt. L. Visser to 161 Bty, J. Brouwers to 
286 Bty, P. Deon (NCO) to 159 Bty, A. Beunger (NCO) to 346 Bty, Wim 
Van der Wal to RHQ. 227 Bde and 286 Bty withdraws, 286 Bty move to 
area 571298. SP Troop given job of knocking down two factory 
chimneys. As from 2400 hrs, 129 SP Bty, 278/71 and 336/71 Anti-Tank 
Regt, RA cease to be under command. 
46 Bde and 161 Bty relieved, 161 Bty move to area 596292 to rest 

 

In the Fd 04  Div HQ and RHQ move to Rest Area. RHQ located map ref 591294 
(Gemert). 

 

 05 1000 
1500 

C.O. attends Planning Conference 
Capt. J.P. Lane and RQMS T. Robson attend Q Conference in re Q 
matters in Germany. 

 

 06 1000 
 

1630 

Adjutant attends Conference at Div HQ on Administration and 
Documentation 
All officers addressed by Div Commander at Helmond. 

 

 07 1430 Div Commander addresses all ranks of the Regiment at RHQ. 
144 SP Bty and 344 Bty of 91st Anti-Tank Regt to come under Command 
when they move into Area. Major Geddes, BC of 144 Bty. Two DRs 
attached from 144 and 344 Btys. 

 

 08  Nothing to report  
 09  Two DRs attached from 144 SP Bty and 344 Bty returned to their 

respective Batteries. 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



HQRA move to Area St Anthonis 7138 plus Div Arty less 97 Anti-Tank 
Regt, RA 

 10 1130 C.O is seen by Army Commander at Div HQ  
In the Fd 11  Nothing to report  

 12  Nothing to report  
 13  RHQ recce party plus 346 Bty recce party visit area Weert  
 14 1000 

 
1100 

 

Capt Aitken of 144 SP Bty informs us that he is in support 46 Bde 
and will move with them to new area Weert not before 151200A. 
Conference at 46 Bde on future plans. 46 Bde to force bridgehead 
over canal East of Weert. 46 Bde to go through in Armoured vehicles 
plus 161 and be prepared to be cut off for a day or two. S.Ps to be 
left in troops along the 46 route guarding the North approaches. 

 

 15 1615 C.O. 91st Anti-Tank Regt called to say he is prepared to supply 
Crusader drawn Bty for 46 Bde job. He thinks that SP Bty should not 
undertake lone role, but accompany 227 Bde and that he does not 
want to move S.Ps up to join the Regiment here, but will supply DR 
and subsequently join us in new area. 

 

In the Fd 16  
1130 

C.O visits C.O 91st Anti-Tank Regt ref future plans. 
46 Bde rehearsal for operation attended by C.O and 2 i/c. 
All Interpreters returned to their homes. 

 

 17  Future operations with 8 Corps cancelled. Div reverts to 12 Corps. 
Btys of 91 Anti-Tank Regt no longer under command. 
Lieut Van den Brenk, Dutch Army attached plus batman. 
Warning order received for move of 44 Bde and 159 Bty subsequently 
cancelled 

 

 18  Orders received for move of 286 Bty on 19 Oct to Best area with 227 
Bde, with 9 Cameronians under command, to take over from 51st (H) 
Div, sector Best - St Oedenrode. 
C.O and Adjt visit 286 Bty. 
Dutch batman exchanged for L.P. Van Kugen 

 

 
 
 

In the Fd 

19  
 
 

1000 
 
 
 

1600 

286 Bty moves to Best area with 227 Bde. G & I Tps (less one gun) 
deployed Boschkant and Donderdonk. G Tp in support 2 Gordons. I Tp 
in support 10 H.L.I. H Tp in harbour area with 2 A & S.H. 
C.O attends Planning conference at HQRA. 
C.O holds planning conference at RHQ for 159, 161, 346 Batteries. 
Lieut C. Chicken, RA posted this Regt from 102 Anti-Tank Regt, RA 
and interposted to 159 Bty. 
C.O visits 51st Highland Division and 61st Anti-Tank Regt RA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Trace No 2 

 20  C.O visits 227 Bde and inspects G & I Tps, deployed in action  
 21 1030 C.O attends CRAs "O" Group. C.O and Adjt visit G & I Tps, 227 Bde 

HQ and 286 Battery HQ. 
 



Two deserters arrested from 1st Bn KOSB. 14420177 Pte Curtis E and 
6203711 Pte Beetlestone A.F. 
See Trace No 3 for Anti-Tank gun dispositions on 227 Bde front. 

 22  C.O visits HQRA. 2 i/c visits 286 Bty. Nothing to report.  
 
 

In the Fd 

23  C.O visits G & I Troop, 286 Bty and 227 Bde. Nothing to report. 2 
i/c procured five Welfare Wireless Sets on payment for the Regt. 
C.O discussed the proposed employment of 17-pdrs on Op Eric II with 
O.C. 190 Fld Regt RA. 

 

 24 1330 
2130 

C.O. attends CRAs "O" Group. 
159 Bty move to area STEENWEG 3827 with 44 Bde. 
161 Bty move to concentration area Aacht 3724. 286 Bty remain 
present location although 2 Gordons and 10 H.L.I. advanced clearing 
woods to north of Bde position. RHQ move slightly to map ref 
385285. RHQ move to map ref 465515, 346 Bty move to area 466514. 
All these moves are for commencement of Op Eric II. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In the Fd 

25  
 
 
 
 

1610 

Recce party for RHQ and B Ech, area Oirschot 3125 find factory for 
new location. As no orders for move come through and 44 and 46 Bdes 
have advanced with their Anti-Tank Batteries in support and are too 
far forward, a Tac HQ consisting of the C.O, Asst Adjt, Rear Link, 
Z, Z2, and a D.R are sent forward to map ref 316258. 
Orders received at Tac HQ to move 346 Bty and RHQ complete past 
start point X-rds Best 3726 by 1730 hrs. 
The C.O learns that 129 S.P Bty is under command and that RHQ has 
to administer them. They are placed in support 4th Gds Tank 
Brigade. 46 Bde with 161 Bty advance with little opposition. 227 
Bde with 286 Bty move up short of Oirschot 3125. 

 

 26  161 Bty in support 46 Bde in area Oirschot - Moergestel 2330. Lieut 
M.I. Hore, RA wounded and evacuated in morning; two O.Rs killed and 
4 wounded in afternoon. E Tp in support of 2 Glas H. 
286 Bty harboured Moergestel area. 159 Bty harboured Houtakker area 
2126. 

 

 27  161 Bty in support 46 Bde. 159 Bty in support 44 Bde in assault of 
Tilburg, but were not used. 286 Bty in support 227 Bde harbour in 
Hilvarenbeek area 1924. Tac HQ move to Laagspel area 1923. 

 

 
 

In the Fd 

28 0845 
 

1730 
 
 

1900 
2000 

346 Bty and RHQ move to area Laagspel. Area recced near HQRA who 
moved to Tilburg. 
C.O instructed to move whole Regiment to area Geldrop - Heeze less 
286 Bty who have moved with 227 Bde to area Asten. Whole Regiment 
to be in support 227 Bde. 
Recce Party leaves RHQ. 
Regiment passes S.P. and proceeds to new area. These moved to meet 
threat from Venloo area. 

 



129 SP Bty ceases to be administered by the Regiment. 
 29 0600 

0830 
1100 

 
 
 
 

1800 

346 Bty moves to area Asten. C.O visits 286 Bty. 
Tac HQ moves to Asten. 
As 46 Bde have moved to Deurne, 161 Bty moved to same area in 
support. 44 Bde and 159 Bty move to Asten. HQRA and Div move to 
area Helmond. RHQ instructed to join them as soon as possible by 
C.O. 
286 Bty and 346 Bty deployed area Asten. 
RHQ move to area Helmond 567234. 146 SP Bty come under Command. 

 

In the Fd 30  
 
 
 
 

1700 

Whole Regiment deployed 
RHQ move to 594123 near Zomeren where HQRA and HQ 15 Div are now 
located. Tac HQ withdrawn to RHQ area. 146 SP Bty - 1 Tp in support 
of Coldstream Gds, 1 Tp in support of Grenadier Guards, 1 Troop in 
support of Scots Guards. 
2 i/c visited CCA, 7 US Armoured Div at Weert which is the 
formation on our right. Americans stated that co-ordination of A.Tk 
defence is not centralised within the Div, Coys of the Tk Destroyer 
Bn being placed under Comd and NOT in support. C.O of Tk Destroyer 
Bn said that he was not permitted to exercise Comd over his Bn when 
in action. S3 of CCA confirmed this, and both seemed in agreement 
that decentralisation of Comd had not proved satisfactory during 
recent ops. 2 i/c considered that tie-up between 15 (S) Div and 7 
U.S. Armd Div was adequate, but suggested that liaison between the 
two formations regarding A.Tk defence should be closer. S3 agreed 
to visit 97th A.Tk Regt on 31 Oct with this object. 2 i/c gave copy 
of our gun trace to CCA and obtained approx US dispositions. He 
returned to RHQ at 1900 hrs. 

See Trace No 4 

In the Fd 31  Lt. T.J. Hogarth, RA and Lt. G. Simpson, RA plus two Gun Fitters 
leave for Courses in England. 
46 Bde plus 6 KOSB, less 2nd Glas H advance S.E against stiff 
opposition. 159 Bty report one O.R killed and one wounded. 161 Bty 
report one O.R killed, Carden Loyd Carrier burnt out and a Quad 
heavily damaged by shell-fire. 159 Bty report a Quad damaged by 
shell-fire. 
See Trace No 5 for 159 Bty's new position. 
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In the Field 1 Nov  46 Bde continue advance SE and reach hamlet of 6812 Hutter. 159 
Bty move to 666148, 161 Bty to Loon 6615. 44 Bde "O" Group 
attended by Major Mason on next days proposed attack. 

 

 2 Nov  44 Bde advance to take all objectives and reach MOOSTDIJK 6908. E 
Tp encounter minefield in their position and lose one OR and a 
carrier 

 

 3 Nov  K Tp owing to U.S. advance on right, were in effect "L.O.Bd", but 
remain in situ. No further changes. 

 

 5 Nov  Major Napier leaves for course at HAIFA. 44 Bde attack against 
very stiff opposition and owing to boggy country make very little 
headway. Major Fleming R.A. suffering from slight concussion is 
rested. The following interpostings of officers took place - Lt 
Raby R.A. to 161 Bty as L.O. - Capt Lane R.A. to 286 as Capt (G) 
- Lt Geary to do Lieut Q - Lt Middlemiss R.A. D Tp - Lt McGregor 
H Tp. The following Tps were concentrated in reserve:- A C E I J 
K L 
Capt Lywood R.A. (203108) posted Regt, attached HQRA for all 
purposes 

 

In the Field 7 Nov  Major R.T. Ashby R.A. leaves for Staff Gunnery Course and is 
struck off strength 
146 S.P. Bty under command are left in reserve at 630133. First 
intimation of probable reorganisation to include 12 S.P. 
Valentines. 

 

 8 Nov  F G H and L Tps only are deployed, other tps resting. 159 Bty 
less A Tp still at 645148, resting area Deurne. 346 Bty HQ move 
to 159 Bty billets 

 

 10 
Nov 

 159 Bty HQ returns to old location. Lieut Raby R.A. returns to 
159. C Tp relieves L Tp. 

 

 11 
Nov 

 Lieut Horries R.A. (217547) attached from 3 Div and interposted 
to 161 Bty. B.C's conference. Adjt to Brussels on duty. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 12 
Nov 

 2i/c 61 A Tk Regt of 51 (H) Div calls for information of future 
ops 

 

 13 
Nov 

 C.R.A's "O" Group attended by C.O. 346 Bty relieve 159 Bty and 
take over their BHQ. 159 BHQ to Deurne. J Tp relieve C Tp. 346 
Bty in support 44 Bde. G Tp relieved by I Tp 

 

 14 
Nov 

 51 (H) Div attack on our right. D relieve F Tp.  

In the Field 15 
Nov 

 I Troop concentrating in Troop Area. C.O. and A/Adjt attend 
demonstration of devices for dealing with German Schu Mines. G, 
I, and J Tps out of line. 

 

 16 
Nov 

 D Tp relieved. 286 Bty move to 663098.  

 18 
Nov 

 T/Capt Hunt R.A. (226892) to 161 - T/Capt G.G. Griffiths (92118) 
to 346 - Lt. A.S.H. Telfer R.A. (258490) to 159 - Lt. A.M. 
Cameron (242556) to 286 attached from RHU. 346 Bty to 601149, 159 
Bty to 664148. 

 

 19 
Nov 

 Lieuts Middlemiss, Shaw, Bates, and Sture attached 8 Corps ATk 
Regt for SP experience. 1 Tp moved with HLI to Beringen. 

 

 20 
Nov 

 RHQ move to DEURNE 652198, 286 Bty to 754066. 146 SP cease to be 
under command. 0900 hrs 

 

 21/22 
Nov 

 No great change, all formations advance in Mud and rain. 161 to 
area Hilvareen 

 

 23  H Tp with 227 Bde to Horst. Major Masters and Lieut Ockleshaw 
attend demonstration of 17 pr D/S and APCBC at Bourg Leopold 
Ranges. Mud and Rain still hold up speed of advance. T/Capt Hunt 
posted to 43 Div 

 

 24/25  227 Bde and 46 Bde continue slow advance on Maas meeting only 
mines and mud with little other opposition. 286 Bty and 161 Bty 
do not deploy but move in rear of Bdes 

 

In the Field 26  Tac HQ move to area SEVENUM on line to HQRA. C.O. and Major 
Masters visit Bourg Leopold on reorganisation and Heppen 
Demonstration of Windsor Carrier, T 16 and Carden Loyd. No 
material change in situation, but advance continues. 

 

 27  CRA gives permission for Regt to be concentrated as Tank threat 
this side of Maas deemed negligible. 161 Bty to area Liesel. 
A/Adj attends Welfare Conference at Rear Div. Tac HQ withdrawn. 

 

 28  227 Bde relieved by 9 Bde. Div now with 12 Corps.  
 29  Orders received that 97th Anti-Tank Regt is to be disbanded and 

is to join 50 (N) Div. 
 

 30  Div Commander addresses all ranks giving his farewell.  
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 1.  1000 hrs. RHQ moved from OOSTERHOUT to the Barracks in NIJMEGEN to 
join 99 Bty preparatory to the move to DEURNE area. 
At 0930 hrs Lt F. MOORE L.O. at HQ RA 50 Div arrived at RHQ with 
the last instructions to the Regt from them. Everyone is feeling 
rather sad. 
The C.O. leaves at 0945 hrs to contact HQ 97 A Tk Regt RA and HQ 
RA of our new Division. 
2000 hrs. Column consisting of RHQ and 99 Bty leave NIJMEGEN for 
new area. Fine moonlight night. Arrive area LIEROP 5715 at 0115 
hrs. Good journey down. Park vehicles round farm buildings and 
settle for the night. Men in barns. Area does not seem too bad and 
the hot tea waiting for us cheers everyone up. Good work by Major 
BARNETT, Lt QM HUTCHINSON and RHQ B Echelon. 

 

 2.  Changeover with 97 A Tk Regt has been postponed for 24 hrs. So 
there is little to do except remain in our incredibly 
uncomfortable concentration area, apart from recce of the areas 
occupied by 97 A Tk Regt. 
Filthy wet day. Everyone is naturally rather depressed including 
97 A Tk Regt. It is always sad when necessities of war make it 
imperative for moves which have recently come about to take place. 
Attached Appx gives account of the recent changes. 
Major-General BARBER DSO Commanding 15 (S) Div paid an informal 
visit with his AQ - Lt-Col LETHBRIDGE. 

 

 3.  RHQ moves from area LIEROP 571156 to DEURNE and is located at 
650199. 97 A Tk Regt pulled out of Div area at 0900 hrs today. 
288 Bty move from area LIEROP to area 
Locations are as follows :- 
           RHQ Main/B Ech/LAD    ...    650199 
           99 Bty                ... 
          107 Bty                ... 
          288 Bty                ... 
          289 Bty                ... 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will 
be prepared in manuscript. 



The Regt is at the moment concentrated in these areas. Troops are 
all under cover but areas are not comfortable. 44 (L) Bde is today 
clearing BLERICK and up to R. MAAS at VENLO. The Regt is not 
taking part in the battle as the area is waterlogged and not at 
a11 suitable for employment of tanks. Tank threat is nil. 
HQ 15 (S) Div is situated at PANNINGEN 7704. 
It is a very long time since the Regt was in a Division having a 
battle which it was not in, it is doubtful if it ever happened 
before. It is nearly as long since RHQ was as far from Div HQ (18 
miles) during operations. 
Today has been spent settling in and trying to find out the 
workings of our new division. Much running about has been entailed 
for everyone and there is not a lot to show for it. 
Filthy wet day - with very odd bright intervals. 

 4.  Today has been taken up in settling in and getting to know the 
form in our new Division - 15 (S) Div. Already we have noted many 
differences from 50 (N) Div, which is only natural. 
It has not been decided yet what area the Regt is to occupy but 
the general form for the next few weeks seems to be that the Regt 
will remain in the rear of the Divisional area to rest and train. 
288 Bty set up an Officers and Sgts Mess for the first time since 
landing (almost six months to the day). 

 

 5.  288 Bty find themselves concentrated and able for the first time 
since landing to lay on a Bty parade and to see all the men and 
vehicles in one place at one time. An orgy of maintenance and re-
drilling is begun. 

 

 6.  C.O. visits range near BOURG LEOPOLD and sees Valentine SP Tp of 
107 Bty shoot. OC 107 Bty and Capt F.R. ROBERTS accompany C.O. 
Maintenance in full swing. 

 

 7.  Nothing fresh to report. Second-in-Comd still trying to find an 
area for the Regt where we will have a roof over our heads and be 
able to do some training. So far the search has been exhaustive 
and fruitless. 
C.O. spends day co-ordinating B.Cs answers to the SP questionnaire 
preparatory to discussing the matter with representatives from 
Army tomorrow. For questionnaire and answers see Appx "A". 
Raining today. 

 

 8.  C.O. endeavouring to make arrangements for at least two Btys and 
Cadre Class to be accommodated in the Dutch Refugee Camp between 
LIESEL and DEURNE. This is an excellent camp and if we can get it 
we will be able to settle down in comparative comfort to training. 

 



Accommodation is terribly short in the whole Div area and up to 
date the 2 i/c, I.O. and even the C.O. himself have spent the best 
part of five days recceing the area and having meetings with the 
AQ and his Staff in an endeavour to reach a solution. 
Lt-Col KING visits C.O. and the questionnaire on SP eqpts is 
discussed. 
Brig L. BOLTON (CRA 15 (S) Div) also attends. 
288 Bty M.10 Tp depart for Re-organisation Centre at BOURG LEOPOLD 
for change-over to Valentines. 

 9.  It is now decided that the following moves will take place 
tomorrow. RHQ will move from present location in DEURNE to nearer 
HQ RA at PANNINGEN and 289 Bty will move from present location to 
RHQ's present location at DEURNE. L.A.D. will move from DEURNE 
into what we call the wilderness in area 7508. 
A bit of a crisis has also arisen in 99 Bty's area. The 15 (S) 
Recce Regt have to pull into that area and so we shall have to 
move 99 Bty and also 107 Bty. It is decided to move 99 Bty to the 
wilderness on 11 Dec and to try and find a place to put 107 Bty. 
C.O. visits AQ and is given the area of VOSBERG. It is decided to 
put 107 Bty in VOSBERG but meantime on a previous arrangement OsC 
107 Bty and 289 Bty are out today looking at areas outside the Div 
area as also is Lieut MARRIOTT. After all these officers have done 
their recces they are to report to RHQ this evening at 1700 hrs. 
1700 hrs. B.C's Conference about moves. Both Majors TRIPPIER and 
STALLARD have found excellent places for their Btys outside the 
Div area and Lieut MARRIOTT has found billets and good 
accommodation for whole Regt in VALKENSWAARD. However, we must not 
now go outside the Div area. 
It is finally fixed up 289 Bty move to DEURNE tomorrow. RHQ move 
to PANNINGEN and on 11th 99 Bty will move to wilderness and 107 
Bty to VOSBERG. 
288 Bty remain in present location during all this. 
After these moves have taken place it is still not firm that we 
will remain in these areas. 

 

 10.  RHQ move from DEURNE to PANNINGEN 781050. 
289 Bty move to DEURNE 650198. 
LAD move to wilderness area 7508. 
There is a lot of work to be done in both RHQ and LAD's new areas 
as there are no lights and no heating. If there were lights there 
is no blackout!! Everyone now concentrates on getting stores of 
every description out of ADOS, AQ, EME etc. 

 



 11.  99 Bty move to wilderness (751086). 107 Bty move to VOSBERG 
(7706). Both areas are pretty bloody and there is a lot of work to 
be done to make them "liveable in". 
C.O. is still working on the Dutch Camp idea and sees innumerable 
AQ people to find out whether or not we are to have the Camp. It 
is a case of one day "Yes", another day "No", next day "Part". 
Nothing is definite in this world we know, but .......... ! 

 

 12.  Major-General BARBER DSO, Cdg 15 (S) Div does an informal tour of 
the Btys accompanied by CRA (Brig L. BOLTON) and C.O. 
The General addresses the men in each Bty and welcomes the Regt to 
the Div adding that he expects us shortly to be wearing tam-o-
shanters ! 
Shape of things to come. 
New Div signs for our arms arrive - 7¼d per pr ! These new signs 
become quite expensive as this is the fourth Div the Regt has been 
with. 
         Greece 1941        ...    2 Armd Div 
         Western Desert 1941-42    7 Armd Div 
         Western Desert/Tunisia 
         Sicily/Europe 1942-44     50 (N) Div 
         Europe 1944               15 (S) Div 
288 Bty can add more being with 4 Indian Div for a time as well 
and also for a very short time with 1 Armd Div, to mention two. 
We received news today that Major R. TAYLOR DSO MC who commanded 
288 Bty has been promoted Lt-Col and is assuming comd of 8 Corps A 
Tk Regt which is being re-formed. 
Regt paints out its TTs and adopts the 15 (S) Div sign - Scottish 
Lion. 

 

 13.  Field-Marshall Sir B.L. MONTGOMERY held a presentation today at 
ZOMEREN. Sgt WHERRELL R.J. of 99 Bty received the M.M. for the 
BEMMEL party. C-in-C's Certificates arrived by post for the C.O. 
to present to Lieut GARNER, (289 Bty), S/Sgt BATES (RHQ) and L/Bdr 
GIFFORD (288 Bty). 
The C-in-C addressed officers of the DIV down to Second - in - 
Comd after the presentation. 
C.O. still endeavouring to get an answer about the Dutch Camp. 
Arrangements are made to go ahead and put the Cadre Class into the 
accommodation in the camp which is spare at the moment. 
C.O. is invited to spend the night with Lt.General BARBER at 8 
Corps HQ near HELMOND. 

 



 14  C.O. goes straight from 8 Corps HQ to BOURG LEOPOLD to spend day 
with 288 Btys M.10. Troop which is at the RA Reorganisation Centre 
being reorganised into a troop of 3 SP 17 pdr Valentines. 
B.C. 107 Bty accompanied by Capt. E.R. ROBERTS visits Brigadier of 
44 Bde. 

 

 15  Positions remain unchanged. 
C.O. Major G.R. BALFOUR MC and Capt. W.S. BRAMELD DSO visit 288 
Bty SP troop at BOURG LEOPOLD and watch practice shoot with 
Valentines. 
B.C.'s conference at RHQ 1730 hrs on subject "Blighty" Leave. 
Officers ballot for leave. 

 

 16  Owing to general manpower shortage Regt has to post off as Inf 
reinforcements 29 men. These men must be A.1 and under 30 and must 
not hold a campaign medal. They will probably be replaced by A.2 
personnel over 30. 
Draw for "Blighty" Leave. 

 

 17  Good deal of Air Activity over DIV area. DEURNE bombed. 
289 Bty suffer a casualty and have a couple of vehicles damaged 
(A.P. bomb splinters). 
289 Bty recce an area in LIESEL as they may have to move into that 
area. 

 

 18  It is now thought DIV will move from this area and concentrate 
10/15 miles North of ANTWERP in V 1 & V 2 alley and fair ground. 

 

 19  Regtl Recce parties under Major R.A. BARNETT MC RA proceed to 
recce area North of ANTWERP. 
B.C. of 107 Bty and Capt ROBERTS do a recce in BLERICK area prior 
to shooting up two houses on other side of river suspected of 
being occupied by enemy HQ's. 
Fairly heavy shelling in BLERICK. 
289 Bty moved to LIESEL 6714. 

 

 20  Regtl recce parties report on new area is very depressing. 
Buildings very badly damaged and not a pane of glass to be found 
anywhere. Heating arrangements nil. 
Major BARNETT MC RA was constrained to say a few pertinent words 
to a local Town Major who found that "troops coming out of the 
line did not mind what sort of area they occupied as any change 
was usually for the better". 

 

 21  Inf A/Tk plns of 46 Bde visit 288 Bty and arrangements made for 
them to use Miniature Range. 
All Btys now have a miniature range going. 

 

 22  Dull Foggy day. Slight drizzle.  



C.O. visits HQ RA at 1200 hrs to discuss local defence with Lt-Col 
YOUNG and BMRA. 
Officers i/c Bty Recce parties visit RHQ and report result of 
their Recce's North of ANTWERP to 2i/c. 
2i/c makes a trace of area and writes a description of the billets 
which is forwarded to HQ RA. 
Move to area North of ANTWERP now considered to be fairly 
definitely off. DIV taking over a bit more frontage. This is no 
doubt due to RUNSTEDTs unexpected and large counter offensive 
against the 1st American Army in the ARDENNES. It is rumoured that 
C-in-C 21 Army Group has now taken over Command of all operations 
in the threatened area and things are beginning to happen on a 
large scale. 

 23  C.O. leaves RHQ with Capt. C.S. SPENCE to see the Valentines of 99 
Bty do their shooting. 
Major BARNETT goes to see CRA at 1000 hrs. DIV are worried about 
enemy patrols crossing the river and infiltrating. A mild flap. 
Major BARNETT sees OsC 99, 288 & 289 Btys and gives them areas to 
recce in case of enemy infiltration. Btys are to keep a Duty Troop 
with necessary tpt at short notice to move out in an Inf role. SP 
Troops are to be held available for special jobs and crews of SP's 
not to be used for the Inf role of the Duty troop. 
CRA visited and addressed the senior NCOs Cadre Class accompanied 
by Major R.A. BARNETT MC RA. A good show was put on and CRA 
expressed his pleasure. The following Officers arrived to be 
attached to the Regt. 
             Major. TURNBULL MC ) 
             Capt . LANE        ) both late 97 A/Tk Regt RA. 
The idea behind the attachment is to keep them from rotting in 
RHUs. They will also be useful when leave starts. We are now 
considerably over-strength in Officers as follows:- 
 99 Bty   2   Subalterns 
107 Bty   1       " 
288 Bty   1   Captain 
289 Bty   1   Subaltern 
and we understand still another Capt is on his way. Major. K. 
TURNBULL MC goes to 107 Bty and takes over from Major. A.T.F. 
STALLARD posted to 190 Fld Regt. 

 

 24  Cadre Class breaks up. Btys preparing for Xmas celebration. 
1500 hrs. CRA thinks the enemy may definitely try something on 
over the festive season and it is decided by DIV that we had 

 



better have at least the equivalent of 2 full strength Plns per 
Bty standing by at short notice to move. 
1700 hrs. BC's conference and C.O. lays on the plot with Bty 
Cmdrs. 
C.O. inspects 289 Bty. 
289 Bty play LIESEL at soccer and win 9 - 0. 

 25  C.O. visits Christmas dinners of 289 & 288 Btys. 
Major RA BARNETT MC visits Christmas dinners of RHQ 99 & 107 Btys. 
Rations are excellent. 

 

 26  Training carries on as usual. 
No change in location. 

 

 27  Second senior NCO's Cadre Class assembles in Maria School ASTEN. 
Other Training goes on as usual. 
Foggy frosty weather continues. 

 

 28  Division are still worried about the thinness of the Infantry on 
the ground. DIV front covers some 30,000 yards from 899148 
(GRUBBENVORE) to 777942 (BUGGENUM). Positions are to be recced in 
the 3 Bde fronts for the Regtl or individual Bty (platoons) to 
take up and hold in event of a flap. BCs are to do recces and 
contact the Bde Cmdrs. Major BARNETT is to tie up the day after 
BC's have done their recces. 

 

 29  BC's conference 0930. Defensive positions for Regt1 or Bty Plns 
have been recced in 46 Bde Area (288 Bty) and 227 Bde area (289 
Bty). BCs point out areas which are in squares 7496 & 7397 for 46 
Bde and squares 8001 and 8405 for 227 Bde. 
Brig. of 44 Bde does not allot areas as he does not know 
definitely where threat will come from nor definitely that we will 
be available and in what strength if a threat does come. 

 

 30  C.O. visits A/Tk Range in LOMMEL near BOURG LEOPOLD and arranges 
for the Regts shoot on 4, 5, 6 and 7th of Jan. 
289 Btys M.10 Troop (the last in the Regt for reorganization) is 
at the RA reorganization centre. 
Lt. MARRIOTT finds billets to be occupied by the Btys during the 
forthcoming practice camp. 
Second-in-Command recces Regtl defensive localities with B.C. 288 
Bty in the morning and B.C. 289 Bty in the afternoon. 

 

 31  C.C.R.A. is going to visit Regt tomorrow at 1415 hrs to present C-
in-C's Certificates. 
Regtl parade of 42 OR's per Bty and 12 from RHQ is laid on to take 
place on the Football ground at PANNINGEN at 780047. 
Shells continue to land in the general PANNINGEN area at the usual 
daily rate of about 12. 

 



We are gradually finding our feet in our new surroundings but it 
is going to take us a while to get used to the new administrative 
ideas. 
The amount of paper seems to be terrific and peace time accounting 
the rule rather than the exception. 
This hits us particularly hard after Regts long period away from 
England. The six months in England prior to the invasion were 
rather too busy to learn up all multifarious orders, instructions, 
systems on administration and we just could not compete, so we 
really are hardly equipped to compete now.  
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 1.  Considerable enemy air activity over Div area. 119 LAA Regt have a 
goodish day and get five certainties. Three of them quite near our 
HQ from which a good view was obtained. 
Major GR BALFOUR MC RA of 288 Bty is evacuated with malaria. This 
is his third attack. We are all hoping he will be back soon. 
CCRA 8 Corps, accompanied by Brig BOLTON CRA 15 (S) Div, visits 
Regt. 
A ceremonial parade of 4 offrs and 42 ORs per bty is laid on on 
the football ground in PANNINGEN. CCRA inspects the parade and 
presents C-in-C's Certificates to 980513 S/Sgt BATES CE and 
1091029 L/Bdr GIFFORD JRC. Parade was at 1415 hrs and was a great 
success, the 'Noodles' living up to their reputation for "putting 
something on". 
Three Valentine SPs of 107 Bty were on parade for the CCRA to look 
at, which he did with interest. 
RHQ turned out 24 chaps and 4 officers including CO. 
CRA and HMRA visit RHQ Mess for dinner at 1915. Very pleasant and 
happy evening spent. 

 

 2.  Major RA BARNETT MC RA with Lieut JD MARRIOTT go off to LOMMEL 
(near BOURG LEOPOLD) to watch 289 Bty's SP Tp shoot their 
Valentines. 
Lieut QM goes off to BRUSSELS to do many routine jobs and pick up 
some welfare goods, boot polish etc. He takes with him the second 
deserter of 97 A Tk Regt and hopes to get rid of him to his own 
RHQ. 
G.1 rings up and signifies his intention of calling on C.O. at 
1415 hrs. A Capt from Battle Research Section 21 Army Group to see 
the C.O. who was not available. He came to ask the following 
questions. How many tanks had been knocked out by the Regt in this 
campaign and what guns did the knocking out? What were our 
casualties in guns, vehicles and personnel? How many guns were 
deployed on the floor at the time of the battle? 
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He was given Appx 'A' to read and told as regards the last 
question that battles were so seldom set-piece that it was 
impossible to answer, and even more so months after. He was 
referred to the War Office records of the Battle of MEDENINE for 
answers to the last question. 

 3.  CRA visits NCOs Cadre Class at ASTEN. 
288 Bty depart for MOLL for practice camp. C.O. departs for MOLL. 
Div Comd rings up and signifies his intention of visiting the 
range practice on 5 Jan. 
Thaw precautions instituted. 

 

 4.  289 Bty depart for MOLL. 
Foggy day. No shooting. Arrangements altered. 288 Bty with 46 Bde 
are now going to shoot on 5 Jan. 289 Bty with 227 Bde are going to 
shoot on 6 Jan. 107 Bty with 44 Bde are going to shoot on 7 Jan. 
99 Bty are to try and shoot their 6-prs on the same day as 
Valentines are to shoot, i.e. 9 Jan. Recce Regt shoot cancelled. 
Great flap on because owing to thaw precautions being instituted 
we should not have allowed any tracked vehicles or 3-tonners on 
the road. Unfortunately one of 289 Bty's Carriers towing a 6-pr 
got lost and rolled into 8 Corps HQ to ask the way!! 

 

 5.  288 Bty and 46 Bde get their shooting in. 
Div Comd and CRA visit the range and watch the shooting. Brig of 
46 Bde also visits range. 
Major BARNETT goes down to see how things are going. 
Move down of 107 Bty and 44 Bde guns is postponed 24 hours. 

 

 6.  107 Bty and 44 Bde move down to ranges at LOMMEL.  
 7.  107 Bty and 227 Bde shoot on ranges at LOMMEL.  
 8.  99 Bty moves down to LOMMEL.  
 9.  99 Bty shoots on ranges.  
 10.  Adjt and T/Adjt leave for rear areas to collect bits and bodies. 

C.O. returns lunch-time from MOLL and LOMMEL. The shooting has 
been quite successful in spite of snow, frost and fog, and the 
A/Tk pls of inf bns, as well as all our own detachments, had a 
shoot. 
In the absence of the CRA on leave, the CO is acting CRA. 
C.O. and 2 i/c dine with 2 Gordons. 

 

 11.  A four days course for all the subalterns of the Regt assembles at 
ASTEN. 

 

 12.  C.O. spends most of the day at Junior Offrs Course at ASTEN.  
 13.  Adjt and T/Adjt return, bringing with them L/Bdr Cox RHQ, who was 

wounded on 3 Sept. C.O. lunches at 227 Bde and meets Corps Comd. 
 



 14.  C.O.2 visits 44 Bde to discuss Regts emergency infantry role. 
B.C's Conferenoe at 289 Bty HQ : the following were discussed :- 
  (a) The deployment of four guns. An SS Bde is coming to relieve 
      each Bde in turn. It has no A Tk guns of its own. It is 
      decided to deploy two half troops with it as under :- 
         99 Bty  ...  18 - 25 Jan      288 Bty  ...  1 - 8 Feb    
        107 Bty  ...  25 Jan - 1 Feb   289 Bty  ...  8 - 15 Feb 
  (b) Training in indirect fire with 17-pr Valentines. It is 
      decided to ask Fd Regts to assist. 
  (c) Future NCOs Cadre Classes. It is decided to hold another 14 
      Day course, assembling at ASTEN on 17 Jan. 
  (d) Other domestic matters. 
Lieut. M. DAVIES (288 Bty) falls on ice and breaks his ankle and 
evacuated. Lieut J. MARRIOTT returns from leave. 

 

 15.  Cold weather continues. Roads most treacherous. 
C.O. lectures to all W.Os and Sgts of the Regt on all duties 
required from them, then proceeds to Junior Officers Course, which 
is a great success. 
AQ coming to meet C.O. at 1730 hrs, later cancelled. 
Regt informed that the Inspectorate of Army Equipment will pay a 
visit in the near future. 
Demonstration of 17-pr SABOT at LOMMEL ranges postponed owing to 
weather. 

 

 16.  C.O. meets AQ at HQ RA. 
Major BARNETT holds conference with Capts Q and EME to discuss the 
visit of the Inspectorate of Army Equipment. 
C.O. is visited by Lt-Col STUART CO 131 Fd Regt and 2 i/c of Recce 
Regt. 
C.O., Major BARNETT and a number of other officers from the Regt, 
attended a lecture given by Lt-Col ANDERSON DSO on the eqpt of 79 
Div. 
Lt-Col BAKER-BAKER comes to lunch. 

 

 17.  Weather continues bad after thaw of previous afternoon, sharp 
frost takes place, roads a sheet of glass. 
The A.S.H. cancel the arrangements regarding our instructors being 
loaned to them, reason their A Tk personnel being used as inf. 
Capts MASTERS and SPENCE call in RHQ to see C O. after making a 
recce of the front of 227 Bde. They state impossible to do 
anything with four guns - need at least a Bty. 
C.O. and Capt SPENCE go to see G.1. Arrangements made for the 
Valentine Tp to be moved further up in case of emergency. 

 



Suggested 289 Bty go under care of 107 Bty at their location. 288 
Bty to 99 Bty - same rule. 

 18.  C.O. with Col YOUNG and BM RA go to LOMMEL ranges to watch 
demonstration of VT Fuze in ground role - very successful. 
Major BARNETT visits 44 Bde. 
Leave allotment for U.K. first 14 days Feb disgraceful. 2 Offrs 
and 35 ORs. 50% cut on Jan figures - everyone mystified. 
Lieut K. JARVIS to be despatched to 33 RHU. 
289 Bty report no accommodation for SP Tp in the area of 107 Bty. 
Start of NCOs Cadre Class. 

 

 19.  First day cancellation of leave to U.K. owing to gale in Straits 
of Dover. 
Bad weather continues, gale with sleet and snow. 
C.O. visited by Lt-Col FITZ-LEIGH and Lt-Col BATESON. 
289 Bty's SP Tp move to accommodation in 99 Bty area. 
Leave for second part of Feb is 2 Offrs 31 ORs - receive long 
letter from HQ RA explaining why so few. 
NCOs Cadre have moved from ASTEN on AQ orders, go to billets 
vacated by 289 Bty SP Tp. 

 

 20.  C.O. visits CRA to glean any news of Major PUMPHREY and Major 
DUNKERLEY whose return would be a great help to the Regt. Learned 
that the former has passed medical board and has been instructed 
now to spend two months on A Tk course in U.K. before joining 
Regt. It is very mysterious trying to fathom out how the "Back 
Boys" in England work out such instructions. 
No news of Major DUNKERLEY. 
C.O. visits 289 Bty to see Lieut WILLIAMS and also to see Cadre 
Class in new accommodation. 288 Bty SP Tp now not to move. Rumours 
of move. 

 

 21.  Move now certain. The whole Regt less two SP Tps to move 22 Jan - 
rather short notice. Recce parties set off for BOOM 20 miles North 
of BRUSSELS. Instructors for inf cancelled. Artillery course 
cancelled. Cadre Class postponed. Considering the amount of re-
fitting of vehicles, move in one is impossible. 
C.O's conference in connection with move with the following 
results :- 
Regt will move at 0730 hrs. Two SP Tps who remain behind under 
comd Lt O'NEILL. Route for move - MEIJEL - NEDERWEERT - DIEST - 
BOSCH - HAMONT - LOMMEL - MOLL - GHEEL - LIERRE - MECHLIN - 
WILLOEBROCK - BOOM. 
Order of march - 99 Bty, 107 Bty, RHQ, 288 Bty, 289 Bty. 

 



First amendment arrives at 2130 hrs move postponed for 1¼ hours. 
Route changed, delete HAMONT, LOMMEL read HECHTEL, BOURG LEOPOLD. 

 22.  Duty Officer phones at 0400 hrs - plan once again changed. Major 
BARNETT who is at BOOM to report to Div Check Pt at HEINTHALS at 
1530 hrs. Lt QM despatched to BOOM with this information. 
Regt moves at 0845 hrs, conditions bloody, roads like glass, will 
be tough going for carriers and SP guns have to be towed behind 
wheeled vehicles. We pass many vehicles in ditch, expect to have 
many vehicle casualties on arrival. March of Regt excellent, 
arrive at 1545 hrs, distance covered 96 miles, good going under 
conditions. 
Casualties to vehicles (RHQ Nil 99 Bty 2 carriers; 107 Bty 1 
Carrier 1 15-cwt; 288 Bty 1 SP Gun 1 Carrier; 289 Bty 1 Slave. 
All Regt in BOOM, people of town excellent, everyone knows by past 
experience that Regt could not stop in such a spot for many days. 
Message from Major BARNETT who is attending Div Conference, Bty 
Comds to be at new Mess at 2000 hrs. 
Later, Div Conference now at 2100 hrs instead of 1530 hrs - Bty 
Comds to be at RHQ at 2300 hrs. 
Never has there been such a C.M.F.U. 
Major BARNETT arrives back at 2330 hrs, details as follows :- 
Btys will go with Bdes, 99 Bty and RHQ at HILVARENBEEK; 107 and 
288 Btys at TILBURG; 289 Bty at POPPEL. Recce parties for new 
positions off at 0800 hrs on 23 Jan. 

 

 23.  Major BARNETT off to recce at 0800 hrs, a very trying and tiring 
four days for him. 99 Bty recce away at 0830 hrs. 107 and 288 Btys 
away at 0600 hrs. 289 Bty away at 0700. 
Major BALFOUR visits RHQ for information. 
Major BARNETT holds B.C's Conference at 2100 hrs, we shall perhaps 
move on the night of 24th. Considering state of roads this would 
be most difficult. An officer to be sent to TILBURG for details of 
move. 
Div say at Conference that rations are to be drawn at TILBURG - 70 
miles away. Arrangements trying to be made to draw at ANTWERP. 
EME goes back to sort out vehicles left at PANNINGEN. 

 

 24.  Lieut JONES goes to Div Conference, returns at 1400 hrs. No move 
now before 26th. 
Good baths at 99 Bty location - all Regt got through. 
We draw 2 days rations and petrol from ANTWERP. Div cannot 
understand how we manage to get rations not going through them. We 
also manage to get one ton of coal - good work by 2 i/c and Lt QM. 

 



Big scare in RHQ - one of our billets is occupied by girls 
returned from Germany with V.D. Officers' Mess is once again in a 
collaborator's house - pity we don't want any Mess equipment. 
Lot of work caused by changing money back into Belgian francs, 
bearing in mind that we shall need Guilders again in a couple of 
days. 
Two or three days lost through the fear of having to move any day. 
Recce parties are left at new area, getting everything squared up 
for move. No news of the two SP Tps we left behind. 

 25.  No fear of moving so the Regt got down to some real work. 
Still without news of the C.O. 
At 1830 the bomb falls, L.O. arrives at RHQ from Div, carrying 
enough bumph to sink a battleship, and also the orders for move, 
which were :- 
   The Regt will move in Bty gps starting at 0830 hrs on 26 Jan. 
   Most personnel were enjoying well-earned entertainment, so once 
   again Major BARNETT was loaded with tons of work. 

 

 26.  Regt moves to new location, route ANTWERP, BREDA, TILBURG, 
HILVARENBEEK. Order of march: RHQ, 288, 99, 107, 289 Btys. Good 
progress was made and the first party arrived at 1230 hrs. 
Excellent organisation by recce parties, all personnel in civvy 
billets, which are very good. 
Btys with Bdes: 107 Bty with 44 Bde: 288 Bty with 46 Bde: 289 Bty 
with 227 Bde: 99 Bty in reserve with RHQ. 
Locations: RHQ and 99 Bty at HILVARENBEEK: 107 Bty at TILBURG: 288 
Bty at TILBURG: 289 Bty 143283. C.O. at new location on arrival. 
The two SP Tps are on the way to us. 
SP Tps arrive plus 4 M/Cs left behind by RHQ. 

 

 27.  C.O. attends secret conference at Div. 
Orders received for disposal of Lieut JACKSON. 
At last we are in touch with Div with line although they are 30 
miles away. 
All personnel very cold - Lt QM unable to supply any fuel. 
C.O. and the C.O. of 119 LAA Regt return to RHQ after conference. 
Everyone greatly impressed by Russian progress, a lot of money 
being laid on the end of the war. 
T/Adjt busy with Accident Reports owing to our long marches on bad 
roads. 
Lieut WILLIAMS sees G.O.C. 

 

 28.  C.O's conference on future operations. Subjects discussed :- 
Getting prepared for future operations. 
Dumping of M/Cs which are useless on these roads. 

 



Have we to dump any more kit? Bty Comds think we can move in one. 
C.O. gets the changing of 6-pr Tps for 17-prs 'put off' for time 
being. 
We are supposed to receive 9 Valentines for BCs and Tp Comds. 
Impossible to cope with these at this stage. 
New W.E. discussed and we put in for amendment. 
C.O. goes to HQ RA, returns in good spirits, told he will fly home 
on 30 Jan. 
Lieut WILLIAMS sees the C.O. for compassionate leave and is sent 
to Second Army. 

 29.  C.O. goes on leave. Major RA BARNETT MC RA takes over comd. 
Div trying to take L.A.D. 15-cwt from us. Impossible to move 
without it so we put up a fight, many of our vehicles having been 
in wksps for many weeks and we are below W.E. 
Acting C.O. goes to HQ RA. 

 

 30.  Major WARD reports to RHQ to assist while the C.O. is away. 
Capt ROBERTS visits RHQ for maps etc for coming operations. Maps 
not yet received. The amount of 'bumph' being received is 
terrific, orders coming in one day to be amended or cancelled the 
next results in a lot of unnecessary and hard work. 
Bdes putting their Btys in full picture for coming events. 
EME and T/Adjt chasing new engines etc to get all vehicles on the 
road. 
RSM ROCKETT and BSM McCREEDY attend demonstration of blanket 
drying in 3-ton lorry. 

 

 31.  Complete change in weather, raining and nearly all the snow 
disappears. Major BARNETT goes to HQ RA for a ruling on a TOP 
SECRET letter, returns just the same in the dark, the reason being 
the staff could not explain their own letters. 
C.O.'s conference on future operations. Subjects discussed were 
what personnel and vehicles could L.O.B. in next operations. 
Lt QM collects three Tabbys, which are TOP SECRET, something to do 
with lighting in the dark. 
289 Bty unable to attend conference as they are at a Bde 
Conference. 
Major BARNETT attends bottle party given by G.O.C. at TILBURG. 
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 1  Transport still causing trouble. Unable to get vehicles from 
Wksps. Regt offered a quantity of champagne at 130 Belgian francs 
and white wine at 50 Belgian francs. 
Capt ROBERTS called to see Major BARNETT to discuss future 
operations. Sgts SPOWART, CULLEN and HYNES called to say goodbye - 
a sad blow to the Regt after such long and good service. 
SCRA visits Regt to put us in the picture - we still find we are 
looking through dark spectacles after he has gone. 
C.O. goes to HQ RA. 
Adjt returns from leave after being A.W.O.L. one day. 

 

 2  Locations unchanged.  
 3  Major RA BARNETT accompanied by Major TA WIGGLESWORTH went off and 

did a recce of the area allotted for our two SP Tps which are 
taking part in the "Pepperpot" fire plan. Rather unsuccessful as 
the area had already been allotted to Fd Regts in the Gds Armd 
Div. 
Major FW WARD recced assembly area for Tac/Main RHQ and A Bty. 
This is in the middle of a town and is going to be very cramped. 
Space for the forthcoming operations is going to be at a premium, 
and as much as possible is to be left back in the Admin Gp area 
which is being established for the Div in this area. 
We are leaving personnel and vehicles behind as follows :- 
       RHQ/LAD    12 Vehs   21 O.Rs        107 Bty  3 Vehs 12 O.Rs 
       99 Bty      3  "     12  "          288 Bty  3  "   15  " 
                      289 Bty    4 Vehs 19 O.Rs. 
Until some progress is made with the battle it is going to be very 
difficult. 

 

 4.  Lt—Gen HORROCKS Comd 30 Corps addresses all officers in 15 (S) Div 
in the ENSA Cinema, TILBURG, at 1030 hrs. He outlines the plan for 
future ops. This is the first time 15 (S) Div have been in 30 
Corps. Maj—Gen BARBER gives a short address after the Corps 
Commander. Major BARNETT holds a B.C's Conference at 107 Bty HQ in 
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TILBURG at 1200 hrs. (After Corps Comd's talk). Major BALFOUR of 
288 Bty tells Major BARNETT detailed plan for 46 Bde's effort. 288 
Bty are moving up to assemb1y area tonight. 
Capt ROBERTS outlines 289 Bty's part in 227 Bde's effort. 
Arrangements for the Admin Gp are laid on. 
Still no sign of the Regt getting the various vehs of which it is 
deficient, i.e. 4 Carriers, one 3—tonner, 2 Jeeps. This is rather 
serious as we now no longer carry spares - having reduced our 
spare vehs over the past couple of months since joining 15 (S) 
Div. 
288 Bty move off with 46 Bde Gp to assembly area in NIJMEGEN. 
Night move. Regt is still short of 4 Carriers Mortar, 1 Carrier 
AOP, 1 Jeep, 1 3-tonner 4x4. 
This is now getting serious as time is short. The position is 
aggravated by the fact that 3 of the Regt's 4x4 15—cwts are now 
only 4x2 because of shortage of spare parts of Cdn 4x4, which is 
chronic. 

 5.  Preparation for move. Move order received from HQ RA stating RA Gp 
and HQ RA move tonight. There is doubt as to whether this includes 
RHQ and 99 Bty. I.O. goes off to HQ RA, to find out. Meanwhile we 
prepare to move. I.O. returns from HQ RA and announces that we do 
not move until Div Tps move tomorrow night. 
289 Bty with 227 Bde Gp move during night to assembly area in 
NIJMEGEN. Release for 1 Jeep and 3 Carriers (2 Mortar and 1 AOP) 
came through. 
Capt LESLIE spent the whole day getting them. The AOP had no 
towing attachment. It is disgraceful that in the sixth year of war 
vehs are still being issued to units about to go into action 
without towing attachments. 
As we are still short of 2 Carriers and 1 3-tonner 4x4 it is 
decided to send Capt LESLIE with the necessary driver to Veh Park 
at 30 Corps to wait for release coming through, while EME goes to 
Rear Div ADOS to sit there and wait for the release. Everyone is 
moving or has moved and it is now imperative to get these vehs. 
All the Regt's spare carriers etc have been handed in and if these 
vehs do not come through before the battle starts we may have to 
begin with a gun short. 

 

 6.  Major BARNETT leaves RHQ at 1100 hrs to attend a CRA's Co-
ordinating Conference at NIJMEGEN. 
107 Bty goes to NIJMEGEN with 44 Bde Gp. 
RHQ and 99 Bty leave HILVARENBEEK at 1900 hrs and proceed to 
NIJMEGEN, arriving at 0700 hrs 7 Feb. 

 



 7.  Concentration of the Regt now effected in NIJMEGEN. 
EME and Capt LESLIE report to RHQ at 1840 hrs having brought 
remaining 2 Carriers from OFP. Unfortunately these are Lloyd 
Carriers and are likely to be more trouble than they are worth. So 
far the Regt had succeeded in avoiding these gun towers like the 
plague. 

 

 8.  1030 hrs. 288 Bty move with 46 Bde. SP Tp is moving with 2 Bn 
Glasgow Highlanders. 289 Bty move with 227 Bde. The roads are in 
very bad condition and it is almost impossible to move 6-prs. 
Lt L.B. BATES of 289 Bty SP Tp is wounded and 2 O.Rs are also 
wounded. Valentine of 289 Bty is written off on a mine. Lt WRIDE 
takes over SP Tp. 
107 Bty move to forming-up area. Bty HQ at SCHILDBROEK 783554. 
2345 hrs. Plan of attack for 44 Bde changed and Axis switched from 
'AYR' route to 'PEARL BLACK' route. 'AYR' is impassable owing to 
mud. Tp of 289 Bty 6-prs gets completely bogged. 

 

 9.  Lt WARD collects a replacement Valentine for 289 Bty at GRAVE at 
0800 hrs. Major BARNETT goes off at 0730 hrs to visit Btys 
forward. He found the going very bad indeed - the roads are in bad 
shape. 
Lt WRIDE of 289 Bty badly wounded in the head by mortar splinter. 
289 Bty also have 2 O.Rs wounded. 
288 Bty HQ established in GROESBEEK MR 745560. 
2200 hrs. 107 Bty HQ established in NUTTERDEN 8455. 

 

 10.  Major BARNETT goes off at 0745 hrs to visit Btys. Going now worse 
than ever. Major BARNETT goes off at 1315 hrs and visits 107 Bty, 
288 Bty and 289 Bty, who are located at :- 
              107 Bty     ...    843577 
              288 Bty     ...    742566 
              289 Bty     ...    835554 
One 6-pr Tp of 289 Bty is completely bogged in the middle of a 
minefield and is unable to move. 
43 Div start to pass through 15(S) Div. 
1500 hrs. 44 Bde with 107 Bty in sp ordered to take CLEVE. 

 

 11.  C.O. arrives back from leave at 1330 hrs. 
Tac RHQ moves forward to area NUTTERDEN 8455 at 1000 hrs. 
Main Div and HQ RA move at same time but HQ RA only allow us to 
send a Tac. Tac consists of Maj BARNETT, Lt MARRIOTT and 10 O.Rs, 
M.14 and 2 Jeeps. 
C.O. leaves RHQ at 1500 hrs to take over from Major BARNETT at Tac 
HQ. Situation in CLEVE is still obscure. 

 



An attack is laid on to take place this afternoon. 227 Bde with 
289 Bty attacking from NW and 44 Bde with 107 Bty from West. 46 
Bde with 288 Bty are moving up this afternoon to take over the 
ground East of NUTTERDEN. 
Usual heavy rain falling in intermittent showers of about 2 hours 
duration. Conditions for movement very bad. All roads from 
NIJMEGEN to KRANENBURG impassable except for the main road 
NIJMEGEN - CLEVE. 
6 German Para Div has put in an appearance at CLEVE and is 
fighting well. 
Message received from Tac to send recce parties from Main RHQ and 
99 Bty to Tac at 0930 hrs tomorrow. 
Div is being relieved by a Cdn Div and is going into Corps 
reserve. Regt is going to concentrate in NUTTERDEN/KRANENBURG 
area. 
288 Bty HQ established in NUTTERDEN 854555. 

 12.  Only 3-tonners can now make the journey from NIJMEGEN to 
NUTTERDEN. Floods across road are up to 3 ft deep. Recce party 
consisting of 15-cwt, Jeep and M/C set off. 15-cwt just managed to 
get through the flood. Jeep, M/C had to come back. 
Move now out of question owing to floods. 15-cwt unable to come 
back because of floods. Water rising 1" per hour. Recce party 
except for driver of 15-cwt hitch-hike their way back on 3-tonners 
and DUKWs. Tac RHQ have a few requests. 2 i/c of 119 LAA Regt who 
have borrowed a Weasel take up a few things for us. Lt QM sets off 
in a 3-tonner with various things they require but after spending 
5 hours on the road is turned back because floods are now 
impassable even by a 3-tonner. 43 Div, who have passed through 15 
(S) Div and gone South of CLEVE, bump into 116 Panzers who have 
come up from VENLO area. 
Major APT MASON arrives. He has been posted to us from 31 RHU. He 
is ex-97 A Tk Regt RA. There is actually no vacancy for him as 
both Majors DUNKERLEY and PUMPHREY have been posted back by War 
Office and will arrive at end of this month. 
Capt J. LESLIE (T/Adjt) leaves for a 6-weeks course at RHYL 
followed by his leave. 
288 Bty SP Tp moves under comd Coldstream Gds (Tanks) for a mobile 
column role. 288 Bty HQ at CLEVE 876553. 
116 Panzer Div identified on 43 Div front in area of CALCAR and 
HAU. 
107 Bty recce area of BRESSERBURG as long stop. 
289 Bty deploy round 227 Bde HQ area 8656. 

 



 13.  Water still rising. 3-tonners not able to negotiate the floods. 
Amphibious vehs only. Locations as follows :- 
     Main RHQ ) NIJMEGEN               Tac RHQ   NUTTERDEN 
     99 Bty   )                        107 Bty   NUTTERDEN 
                                       288 Bty   882570 
     Regtl Residue GOIRLE nr TILBURG   289 Bty   DONSBRUGGEN 8657 
Battle going reasonably well in spite of floods. 
289 Bty have a 15-cwt stolen in NIJMEGEN. 
289 Bty 6-pr Tp at last gets out of bog and rejoins Bty. 

 

 14.  Still cut off by road from Tac RHQ in NUTTERDEN. Official mail 
received from HQ RA by DUKW DRLS. Amphibious vehs only able to 
maintain service between the forward tps and echelons, but it 
looks as if "peak flood" has been reached. 288 Bty move East of 
CLEVE 916537. 
44 Bde with 288 Bty in sp attack towards MOYLAND. Bty deployed on 
right flank of Bde as flank protection. Very heavy mortaring and 
shelling by enemy. 288 Bty have an SP knocked out by a direct hit. 
No casualties. 107 Bty HQ move to CLEVE. 

 

 15.  Orders received from HQ RA via 119 LAA Regt that RHQ and 99 Bty 
will move up from present locn NIJMEGEN area to area of CLEVE. 
Owing to flooding route will be MALDEN - MOOK - HEKKENS - 
MATERBORN - CLEVE. At 1640 hrs further order received stating no 
move today but to be ready from 1800 hrs on 16 Feb. 
A detachment of 288 Bty surprise a party of Boche and take 17 
prisoners. Enemy still shelling and mortaring heavily. 
288 Bty lose a 6-pr from shell splinters. 

 

 16.  Leave to U.K. postponed further 24 hours. 
Leave parties assemble at RHQ at NIJMEGEN and are despatched to 
Residue at GOIRLE. 
Orders received that we shall move off past SP in NIJMEGEN at 2245 
hrs. We follow 119 LAA Regt. We move off at 2245 hrs and are met 
at DP by Major BARNETT and Lt MARRIOTT. Arrive in new location at 
0315 hrs. RHQ and whole Regt now in GERMANY less for residue 
parties at GOIRLE. 288 Bty take a further 7 prisoners. 288 Bty 
lose another 6-pr, this time mortar splinters. Shelling and 
mortaring continue on a heavy scale. Valentine of 289 Bty goes up 
on a mine. Detachment get out but SP unapproachable owing to heavy 
MG fire. 
227 Bde with 289 Bty in sp given outline plan to capture GOCH, but 
this is later cancelled. 

 

 17.  Locations as follows :-  RHQ 888560   :    99 Bty 893566 
                     107 Bty   -      :   288 Bty 915537 

 



                                 289 Bty 863567 
GOCH is to be assaulted tomorrow afternoon and we are to supply 
two SP Valentine Tps to take part in the "Pepperpot" shoot. Tps 
concerned are 99 Bty's SP Tp and 289 Bty's SP Tp. 2250 rds reduced 
charge HE 17-pr are to be dumped on gun posns. 
Majors MASON and WIGGLESWORTH attend conference at HQ 119 LAA Regt 
(who are also shooting) during afternoon. 
Major MASON attends final conference at HQ 119 LAA Regt at 2100 
hrs for final laying of pepperpot party. 

 18.  46 Bde is to take MOYLAND. 288 Bty's SPs in sp. Party called off 
and Bde Gp concentrate in CLEVE area. 44 Bde start attack on GOCH 
with 107 Bty in sp. 289 Bty's SPs fire an indirect shoot. Two guns 
fire 260 rds each. 99 Bty's SPs also fire indirect shoot. 

 

 19.  288 Bty organising and doing maintenance in CLEVE. Bty area 
heavily shelled. Trucks are parked very close together and several 
amn and petrol dumps in area go up along with half a dozen Cdn 
vehs. 
288 Bty personnel O.K. as there are good cellars, but B.C. decides 
vehs must be moved and moves Bty to an area 2 miles away. 
44 Bde clear GOCH. 
99 Bty relieve 289 Bty and 289 Bty go to CLEVE area and take over 
99 Bty's billets. 
99 Bty in sp 227 Bde for an attack to area of SCHLOSS CALBECK 
941430 and rly crossing (941422). 
99 Bty HQ established by 1200 hrs at 922471. 

 

 20.  288 Bty SP Tp takes part in an indirect shoot and fire 350 rds HE 
in sp 44 Bde. 107 Bty remains in area of GOCH. Mortaring and 
shelling fairly heavy. 227 Bde attack towards SCHLOSS CALBECK 
starts at 1030 hrs. 
Lt GERRARD of 99 Bty is slightly wounded but remains at duty. 
Heavy shelling and mortaring. 

 

 21.  A dry sunny day !! 
44 Bde area have good deal of bombing by jet-propelled fighter 
bombers. 
M.O. inoculates a large number of 289 Bty. 

 

 22.  46 Bde attack woods East of GOCH with 288 Bty in sp. 
Major GR BALFOUR MC slightly wounded but remains at duty. 44 Bde 
with 107 Bty in sp prepare for an attack through 46 Bde. Objective 
GOCH - UDEN roads. 

 

 23.  It is now known that 15 (S) Div is to be relieved by 3 Brit Div 
during the period 24 - 26 Feb.  It is anticipated that the Div 
will move to TILBURG area where for a period of 14 days it will 

 



rest and re-fit. It is considered likely that the regt will re-
organise on to an establishment of one Bty SP Valentine and three 
Btys of two Tps of towed 17-pr and one SP Valentine 17-pr_Tp. All 
Tps will be three-gun and the number of guns in the Regt will be 
reduced to 36. 
No-one is pleased at the idea of either three-gun Tps or towed 17-
prs. 
44 Bde pass through 46 Bde. 288 Bty concentrate guns in Tp areas. 
107 Bty Valentines get a few shots at a Panther and an SP gun but 
results not observed. 
107 Bty area subjected to fairly heavy shelling and mortaring all 
day. 
99 Bty and whole area round SCHLOSS CALBECK heavily shelled. 
Several guns of 99 Bty have to be withdrawn slightly owing to the 
shelling and mortaring. 
Recce party from 45/20 A Tk Regt arrives in 99 Bty area. 

 24.  107 Bty area still being heavily shelled and mortared. A 15-cwt of 
Bty HQ gets a direct hit from an 88mm. 
Recce parties of 20 A Tk Regt (3 Brit Div) move in to start taking 
over from us. One casualty in 107 Bty. 289 Bty revert to 227 Bde 
for move out of area. 

 

 25.  RHQ, 99 Bty and 289 Bty leave CLEVE/GOCH area at 0930 hrs and 
proceed to TILBURG area via S'HERTOGENBOSCH. Village of 
HILVARENBEEK is to be Regtl Area and RHQ will be returning once 
more to billets. We left on 6 Feb to take part in the attack on 
CLEVE and the breaching of the Siegfried Line. We have now 
returned after "hanging up our washing" and arrive in HILVARENBEEK 
at 1700 hrs. 
Flying bombs continue to fly over regularly with the odd one 
dropping in the neighbourhood. TILBURG seems to be one of the 
objectives. Lt J. DAY joins Regt as a reinforcement and is posted 
to 288 Bty. Three casualties in 107 Bty during morning. Area still 
under heavy shell and mortar fire. Relief of 107 Bty completed by 
nightfall by Bty of 20 A Tk Regt. 

 

 26.  288 Bty move out with 46 Bde and proceed to DIESSEN in HOLLAND, SW 
of TILBURG. 
107 Bty move off with Bde Gp to DIESSEN. 
99 and 289 Btys in HILVARENBEEK. Maintenance. 
B.C's Conference at RHQ in HILVARENBEEK. C.O. tells BCs of the new 
establishment, i.e., one bty of nine SP Valentines and three btys 
of one tp of three Valentines and two tps of three towed 17-prs. 
99 Bty is to be the reserve and SP Bty. 

 



 27.  The unanimous opinion of all officers of experience in the Regt is 
that it is not a good establishment to say the least. 
The towers for the 17-prs are to be M.14s. This would seem to be 
an improvement on quads. The present period is to be one of rest 
and maintenance. It is hoped to get every-one in the Div off for 
48-hrs to BRUSSELS. 

 

 28.  Locations remain unchanged.  
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 1.  Regt gets large allotment of 48 hours BRUSSELS leave. It is hoped 
to get everyone through in a week. 

 

 2.  Rest, maintenance, Brussels leave. 
C.O. visits 1 Cdn Army to arrange release for M.14s. 

 

 3.  Rest, maintenance, Brussels leave.  
 4.  Maintenance still in full swing. 

Massed pipes and drums of the Div play in TILBURG. Wet day, of 
course. 

 

 5.  Information received in the early hours that 289 Bty are moving 
with 227 Bde to area LEUTH 602628. 
289 Bty move off to new area with 227 Bde at 1545 hrs. 
Recce parties from Regt go to new area. 
Major G.W. DUNKERLEY MC RA having at last succeeded in breaking 
out of England arrives back in the Regt to take over 107 Bty. 
Major DUNKERLEY was wounded in the early NORMANDY days. He has 
been fit to return for some months but could not break loose. He 
tells us that Major J.M. PUMPHREY is also on his way back to join 
us. Tpt is immediately despatched to pick up Major PUMPHREY but as 
he is an ex-P.O.W. and not ex-B.L.A. he is not allowed to rejoin 
until the necessary forms have been filled in and the truck 
returns empty. 

 

 6.  107 Bty move to LOXBERGEN near DIEST. 
RHQ move to MOLL (near BOURG LEOPOLD). 
99 Bty move with RHQ. 

 

 7.  289 Bty have to vacate present area and recce party goes to area 
of NEERHARAN. 
Regt gets down to re-equipping and try with new equipment as it 
becomes available. Carriers have to be handed in and all 6-prs. 
Regt has to re-organise on the new W.E. 17-prs and M.14s have to 
be drawn and also 6 Valentine SPs. 
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All this is accompanied by the usual order and counter order - 
avai1ability and non-availability. 
The Regt is well concentrated for just such work being scattered 
over about 300 square miles of BELGIUM!! Communication except by 
D.R. is practically out of the question. 
Major J.M. PUMPHREY rejoins the Regt. Major PUMPHREY was taken 
prisoner at MSUS Western Desert in 1942 and escaped from ITALY 
last year. 

 8.  289 Bty move to NEERHARAN. 
17-prs begin to arrive and are issued to Btys. 
C.O. carries out a detailed inspection of 99 Bty. 

 

 9.  Major G.W. DUNKERLEY MC RA goes to 107 Bty and assumes comd. 
99 Bty having drawn an additional 6 SP Valentines now begin 
intensive training, instructors being provided by the old SP tp of 
the Bty. 

 

 10.  C.O. C.O.2 and B.Cs attend a briefing conference at 12 Corp HQ. 
Subject - forthcoming operations. 
Training continues. 

 

 11.  B.Cs conference at MOLL. 
C.O. goes through the new establishment with B.Cs and appointments 
and promotions are brought up to date. Shortage of tpt in the Regt 
is a source of worry. We are six 3-tonners short. Workshops main 
pre-occupation seems to be rather more inclined to the trade of 
clerks than that of engineering and all our vehicles seem to be 
"Beyond local repair" although all that is wanted in most cases is 
the fitting of a new engine. It is decided that amount of 1st line 
amn carried can be reduced from 90 rds per gun to 60 rds per gun 
for towed 17-prs and 90 for SPs. 

 

 12.  289 Bty practice boating drill on the Meuse with M.14s and 17-prs. 
Lieut H.W. SMITH comes to RHQ from 107 Bty as I.O. 
Lieut J.D. MARRIOTT goes to 289 Bty from RHQ as L.O. 

 

 13.  Boating exercise on the Meuse. Regt supplies a composite tp of 
three 17-prs towed by M.14s and-three SP Valentines. The 
detachments are made up by personnel from all Btys so as to spread 
the knowledge. Lieut J. LANE who has been attached to the Regt 
from 31 RHU is absorbed into W.E. and is posted from 288 Bty to 
107 Bty as L.O. 

 

 14.  Boating exercise continues and regtl composite tps under comd OC 
289 Bty get on board Cl 50/60 rafts and are ferried over the 
Meuse. 

 

 15.  Night exercise cancelled for composite tps.  



Lieut SAUNDERS is posted from 289 Bty to 107 Bty and takes over 
17-pr tp. 

 16.  Maintenance and painting of new vehicles and guns. 
Major G.R. BALFOUR MC comes to RHQ from 288 Bty where he has been 
relieved by Major J.M. PUMPHREY. Major BALFOUR who has more than 
four years of actual fighting service to his credit is being 
posted to Home Establishment. 

 

 17.  Practice shoot at LOMMEL for all Btys. Towed 17-pr detachments use 
288 Bty's guns. Performance of 288 Bty's guns brings up need for 
zeroing. 
Recce parties depart for area of SONSBECK to recce concentration 
area prior to Regt taking part in assault across RHINE. 

 

 18.  All Btys (less SP Bty) take their 17-prs to LOMMEL range and zero. 
BC's conference at RHQ at MOLL. C.O. puts BCs in the picture 
regarding the next operation which is to be the assault crossing 
of the RHINE. We are the assaulting Div of 12 Corps with the 
Highland Division (30 Corps) on our left assaulting REES and the 
Commando Bde assaulting WESEL on our right. 15 (S) Div assault is 
to take p1ace between BISLICH (1342) and VYNEN (0845). It is not 
anticipated that any A Tk guns will be across before D plus 2. It 
is decided to press for much earlier priority for at least one Bty 
which it is decided will be 99 Bty (SPs). The operation is to be 
carried out according to "12 Corps Assault Crossing Technique" 
which is no doubt an excellent and bulky volume. The Regt however 
is quite confident it will be able to compete and the pamphlet is 
not indented for. 
Lieut McGREGOR who has volunteered for airborne ops is posted from 
107 Bty to 99 Bty while awaiting the result of his application. 

 

 19.  Orders are received that the Regt will be required to provide 2 
offrs and 20 O.Rs to take over the job of running the Vehicle 
Marshalling Areas (SUN and STAR) which are to be established 
between the MAAS and the RHINE and through which all vehicles will 
pass and assemble on their way to the ferries. Capt E.J. BONSALL 
MM and Capt R.E. WHEATLEY are the officers who are to take on 
these jobs. 
SP 17-prs of Regt are to take part in the fire plan for next 
operation and gun posns are recced by C.O.2. 

 

 20.  Capt C.S. SPENCE goes up to new area (SONSBECK) to arrange for the 
deployment of SPs in their gun area for the PEPPERPOT shoot. 
SP Tps move off to new area. They are concentrating in area South 
of SONSBECK. Route is via MAESEYCK, VENLO, GELDERN to SONSBECK. 

 



 21.  Regt less SP Tps moves to concentration area South of SONSBECK. 
Leave MOLL at 2130 hrs with 288 Bty joining in column at BOURG 
LEOPOLD. 107 Bty at HECHTEL and 289 Bty at MAESYCK. Arrive in new 
area at 0600 hrs. 
Locations :-   RHQ    -  048341 
               99 Bty -  047341      288 Bty  -  049344 
              107 Bty -  0734        289 Bty  -  0734 

 

 22.  Capt BONSALL MM and Capt WHEATLEY go off to Div HQ to fix up the 
Marshalling area job. It now transpires that each of these 
officers requires a party of one subaltern and 30 O.Rs including 
cooks, DRs, wireless operators etc. Capt ROBERTS of 107 Bty is 
required to report to CRE with 12 M.14s and 24 men for the purpose 
of towing sledges containing raft bldg material from Rear down to 
fwd Bdes and thence on night of D-1/D Day to the river bank for 
assembly. 
It now looks as if all the initial A Tk work will be done by SPs. 
We have had and are having a lot of trouble with the Valentines - 
chiefly burnt out clutches. Unfortunately the Div Workshops are 
not able to effect repairs and when one goes to Div Workshops it 
is necessary for us to send in Craftsmen from our own L.A.D. 
The position at the moment is that 99 Bty are complete and all on 
the road. 107 Bty are one deficient in Workshops and have lent one 
complete with crew to 288 Bty. 289 Bty have two off the road and 
have lent one complete with detachment to 288 Bty who have two off 
the road. 288 Bty can therefore put a complete troop of three in 
the field but 107 and 289 have only a one-gun SP Tp each. In any 
case as the Marshalling Area parties have been found by 107 and 
289 and also the M.14 sledge party 107 and 289 are out of the 
battle. 

 

 23.  This is D-1 and the assault is due to start at 2130 hrs tonight. 
It is now arranged that 99 Bty's SP guns will cross on first 
priority on the Cl 50/60 rafts. It is hoped to start getting them 
across about H + 10 hrs and not on D + 2 as originally estimated. 

 

 24.  289 Bty get one of their SPs back on the road and it is ordered to 
report to 107 Bty. 
SPs return to Bty areas after taking part in fire plan. 
H Hour for 15 (S) Div is 0200 hrs. 
Assaulting Bdes are 44 and 227 Bdes. 
At 0930 hrs the Airborne forces sail overhead and the sky is 
filled with aircraft all day. About 8 are seen coming down in 
flames from RHQ area. 
At 1100 hrs BC of 99 Bty and L.O. cross the RHINE. 

 



See Appx "A" for account of 99 Bty's part in the RHINE battle. 
 25.  Orders are received from Tac that the Regt will move over the 

RHINE probably tomorrow. 
107 Bty will concentrate on the other side in area of BERGEN with 
RHQ. 288 Bty will report to 44 Bde, 99 Bty echelon to 46 Bde and 
289 Bty to 227 Bde. 
A Residue will be left to deal with U.K. leave personnel and 
L.A.D. will concentrate Bty sections in present Regtl area where 
they will finish the work in hand and rejoin Regt later. Regt is 
to cross the RHINE over a Cl 12 Br. 

 

 26.  Regtl column consisting of 107, 288, 289 Btys, RHQ and 99 Bty 
echelon move off at 1100 hrs. 
RHINE crossed between 1600 and 1700 hrs. Column got split up on 
the move and the Cl 12 br turned out to be a Cl 9 so the Regt had 
to cross at a different place over a Cl 40. 
107 Bty goes off in sp of 157 Bde of 52 (L) Div. This Bde was put 
under comd 15 (S) Div and arrived without its supporting arms. 
           289 Bty location  MR 122477 
           RHQ location BERGEN 1445 (Tac and Main join up again). 
           289 Bty SP Tp made up with an SP from 288 Bty which had 
been in L.A.D. move up from SONSBECK. 
           288 Bty location area 1147. 

 

 27.  289 Bty maintenance and preparation to sp a 227 Bde attack laid on 
for tomorrow. 
289 Bty SP Tp Sgt reports to RHQ that his Tp have bedded down at 
side of road on this side of RHINE for night. 
Lt SMITH sent out to contact Tp Comd of 289 Tp SP and to tell him 
to join his Bty at first light. 
288 Bty assist 44 Bde to clear woods at 170505. Day of fierce 
close quarter fighting and heavy mortaring and SP shelling on Bde 
front. 

 

 28.  289 Bty move to area MR 143497. SP Tp from 107 Bty joins 289 Bty. 
227 Bde attack at 1400 hrs after 46 Bde had secured their 
objectives. 
227 Bde on their objectives by 1800 hrs. 
107 Bty take over from 99 Bty with 44 Bde in area NE of 
HAMMENKELN. 
Relief completed and all guns in action before dark. 

 

 29.  107 Bty SPs return from 289 Bty to 107 Bty.  
 30.  New Valentine SP issued to 289 Bty bringing their SP Tp up to 

strength. 289 Bty concentrate in 227 Bde area 1449. 
 

 31.  No change. Nothing to report.  
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 1.   Locations unchanged except that 107 Bty Echelon moved up and 
joined the rest of 107 Bty. 
 CRA 15 (5) Div visited Regt1 HQ at 1045 hrs and addressed a Regtl 
parade of about 300 strong. The CRA spoke for about 6 minutes in a 
b1inding rainstorm. 
 The Regt has been given an area in which to collect and return 
all salvage. 

 

 2.   GOC 15 (S) Div visited RHQ and inspected and addressed a Regtl 
parade about 400 strong. Windy, dull day with occasional showers. 
Fortunately it remained dry during GOC's visit. 
 GOC turned out and inspected the Regt1 Guard provided by 99 Bty. 
 GOC thanked Regt for its efforts since joining the Div and 
regretted that we had had no tanks to shoot at since we joined the 
Div. He complimented the Regt, and particularly 99 Bty, for its 
part in recent assault across the RHINE. He then went on to point 
out the dangers of fraternization and to urge us to keep the Boche 
well and truly under during the military occupation. The CRA 
arrived just behind the GOC and accompanied him round. 

 

 3.   Locations unchanged. 
At 0830 hrs HQ RA inform us that Div is going to move to a 
concentration area prior to taking over a bridgehead over the 
DORTMUND - EMS canal in the area of IBBENBUREN (about 10 miles due 
West of OSNABRUCK). 
 227 Bde with 289 Bty in support are going to move up to a 
concentration area West of the canal and the remainder of the Div 
less Div HQ and HQ RA are going to concentrate in area NE of 
BOCHOLT. Div HQ, HQRA and a small Tac from us is going to area. 
 Recce party for Tac leaves RHQ at 1030 hrs. 
Recce party for Main RHQ and 99 Bty leaves RHQ at 1300 hrs. 46 Bde 
with 288 Bty set off for their area NE of BOCHOLT at 1400 hrs. 
 At 2300 hrs BMRA speaks to Adjt on phone and says that plans have 
been completely altered. The Div is leaving 12 Corps and coming 
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under comd 8 Corps forthwith. No moves are likely to take place 
tomorrow. 
 46 Bde with 288 Bty plus the recce parties for Tac and main will 
be warned of change by Div. 
 107 Bty with 44 Bde are moving to area BOCHOLT - RHEDE. 

 4.   0020 hrs. Duty Officer at RA speaks to Major BARNETT on phone and 
announces the fact that moves are likely to take place today. Div 
will be moving to area GREVEN 9288 to concentrate. 46 Bde with 288 
Bty will move today and so also will 227 Bde with 289 Bty. 44 Bde 
with 107 Bty will not move until tomorrow. 
 Main Div and HQRA will be moving at about 0930 hrs. RHQ will 
probably move with them. 99 Bty will move with RHQ. Recce parties 
for the above moves to meet at GREVEN at 0930 hrs. 
 Recce party laid on with 99 Bty to meet 2 i/c at GREVEN at 0930 
hrs. Bdes and supporting arms are moving as Bde Gps. 
0800 hrs. RA phone over move table and order of march. RHQ and 99 
Bty pass SP in HAMMINKELN at 1630 hrs. 
1545 hrs. RHQ move off and arrive in new area at 2100 hrs. 
Route DINGDEN 2253 - RHEDE 2860 - GENEN 4063 - RAMSDORP 4366 - 
VELEN 4866 - GESHER 5073 - DARFELD 6881 - LAER 7484 - ALTENBERGEN 
8283. 288 Bty move with 46 Bde to area North of MUNSTER. 288 Bty 
locn 795920. 

 

 5.   Wet day with bright intervals. Intervals getting less bright and 
considerably shorter as day progressed. 
 44 Bde with 107 Bty move to new area arriving 1600 hrs 
 Locations as follows: RHQ 897919: 99 Bty 901889: 107 Bty 767915: 
                                  288 Bty 789931: 289 Bty 8898. 
 Capt ROBERTS of 289 Bty visits RHQ at 0900 hrs and informs us 
that 289 Bty are moving up with 227 Bde to area LENGERICH 0899. 
The inf of 227 Bde are today combing the woods West of LENGERICH. 
 It is thought that 46 Bde will clear the woods and ridge NE of 
LENGERICH tomorrow. 
 Capt BRAMELD of 288 Bty visits RHQ at 1100 hrs. 
 RHQ send out patrols to surrounding woods and by 1500 hrs have 
collected 1 offr and 34 O.Rs. 
 On one occasion only were shots exchanged. 

 

 6.   Recce parties from RHQ and 99 Bty recce area North of MINDEN. 
Main axis North blocked with traffic all day. 
 RHQ and 99 Bty leave present area at 2345 hrs and after a slow 
all night journey arrive at new area BRAMKAMP at 1000 hrs. Woods 
not clear of enemy so parties are despatched to beat them. A few 
prisoners taken. 

 



 7.    99 Bty take a party of seven prisoners including three very 
arrogant officers and all heavily armed. 
  Locations remain unchanged. Beating the surrounding woods 
continues. Recce party from 107 Bty leaves BERGHORST area and 
recces area round LAVESLOH. 
  288 Bty move to HOLZ HAUSEN 749162. 

 

 8.    Locations unchanged. Maintenance. 
  G.A.F. does a little road strafing. Odd sniping from woods, 
beating continues. 
  107 Bty arrives LAVESLOH. 

 

 9.   Locations unchanged. Maintenance.  
 10.   Recce party recces area of HAGENBURG. 

107 Bty move to JOPPEN across river WESER. 
288 Bty move to ROSENHAGEN 930231. 

 

 11.   RHQ and 99 Bty leave BRAMKAMP at 0700 hrs. Cross WESER at 0800 
hrs and arrive HAGENBURG at 1100 hrs. Pull into a field at 
HAGENBURG. Recce parties go off again to recce FUHRBERG area and 
main parties pull out at 1500 hrs arriving FUHRBERG at 1800 hrs 
after usual slow journey. 
107 Bty moves to MEITZE with 44 Bde. 288 Bty move to area of 
THONSE. 

 

 13.   RHQ and 99 Bty move to ESCHEDE. 
 Progress of Div slowing down owing to demolitions and small 
rearguards covering them. 
 Div directed on UELZEN. 
 107 Bty moves to CELLE with 44 Bde. 
 288 Bty in sp of 46 Bde prepare to clear routes running NE to 
UELZEN. 
 288 Bty HQ at 805625. 

 

 12.   RHQ and 99 Bty move from FUHRBERG to CELLE. 
Ghastly sights seen in a local concentration camp. 

 

 14.   RHQ and 99 Bty move to HOSSERINGEN. 
 107 Bty moves to SUDERBERG. 

 

 15.   RHQ and 99 Bty move to HAMERSTORT 8383 arriving at about 1600 hrs 
and find themselves on the extreme left flank of the Div. Weapon 
pits are dug and a 50% stand-to is ordered during hours of 
darkness. 
 Patrols are sent out and a few prisoners taken. 
288 Bty involved in a strenuous night party at STADENSEN. Capt WS 
BRAMELD DSO distinguishes himself. Appx A attached describes 
action. 
 Div held up at UELZEN which appears to be strongly held. 

 



 The first news received by RHQ of the battle in STADENSEN was at 
about 0930 hrs on the morning of 16 Apr at HQ RA, and nothing was 
said or appreciated that the attack concerned had any significance 
apart from a vi11age skirmish. This of course was not the case and 
the German plan was to push through STADENSEN and cut the main Div 
and Corps axis. Fortunately the attack was held in STADENSEN as 
otherwise the Germans would have broken right through and cut the 
axis. Our reserve SP Bty (99 Bty) was not deployed to meet the 
attack, had it pressed on further because (a) No infm came to us 
until the party was almost over and (b) The object of the 
STADENSEN attack was not appreciated. 
107 Bty move to MOLDERSTAR. 

 16.    Locations unchanged (RHQ and 99 Bty). 
  107 Bty sp 44 Bde's attack on GT LIERDEN and UELZEN. 
  288 Bty in sp 46 Bde attack UELZEN at 1900 hrs. 

 

 17.    Locations unchanged (RHQ and 99 Bty).  
 18.    RHQ and 99 Bty locations unchanged. 

  107 Bty with 44 Bde established East side of UELZEN. 
  288 Bty with 46 Bde move to UELZEN. 

 

 19.    RHQ and 99 Bty move up through UELZEN to BARUM. 107 Bty move to 
area EMMENDOR 9095. 
  288 Bty move North to area of BEVENSEN 905020. 

 

 20.    RHQ and 99 Bty move from BARUM at 0930 hrs and arrive at 
SCHARNEBECK (North of LUNEBURG) at 1130 hrs. Div concentrating for 
assault of ELBE river. 227 Bde at present deployed on the river 
bank round RAVENDORF and HOHNSTORF. ARTLENBURG on South bank still 
held by enemy. 
107 Bty move to area ROLSTORP. 
288 Bty in sp of 46 Bde who are ordered to take BLECKEDE 901260. 
288 Bty HQ at SUTTORF 938210. 

 

 21.   Locations unchanged. 
 107 Bty moves to area LUNEBURG. 
 288 Bty move to VOGELSANG 9429. 
 Enemy inf counter-attack during a bn relief broken up by Lt DAY 
firing HE. Enemy retire leaving a 20mm gun knocked out. 

 

 22.   Locations unchanged.  
 23.   Locations unchanged. 

 Major J.M. PUMPHREY MBE is leaving the Regt to take up an 
appointment in SHAEF. 
 Lt-Col R. TAYLOR DSO MC, Major J. COWEN MC and Major J.M. 
PUMPHREY MBE dine in Mess. Farewell dinner to Major PUMPHREY. Lt-

 



Col R.W. JELF leaves the Regt to take up an appointment as Col GS 
8 Corps. 

 24.   Static. Major J.M. PUMPHREY MBE leaves Regt.  
 25.   Static.  
 26.   Proposal to cross R. ELBE today abandoned.  
 27.   Static. Usual lack of information on forthcoming ops.  
 28.   Operation ENTERPRISE for crossing of the ELBE to take place at 

0200 hrs tomorrow. 
 Regt to fire a PEPPERPOT with towed guns. 
 99 Bty to be in sp of 44 Bde for the initial assault. 
 SPs to be rafted over when Cl 40/50 rafts built. 
 Arty fire plan starts at 2350 hrs. 

 

 29.   D Day for ELBE crossing. 
 PEPPERPOT successfully fired by one Tp each from 107 and 289 Btys 
and two Tps from 288 Bty. 
 99 Bty's SPs and SP Tp of 289 Bty cross ELBE in evening. 
 Opposition slight but a fair amount of shelling of crossing 
places. 

 

 30.   Bridgehead expanded. RHQ, 288 and 289 Btys plus SP Tp of 107 Bty 
cross ELBE by Cl 40 bridge at ARTLENBURG. Some shelling on far 
bank while head of column crosses bridge brews up six amn 3-
tonners just ahead and brings column to a standstill. 
RHQ arrive at JULIUSBURG. 
It is thought that a PEPPERPOT shoot will be required in sp of 158 
(W) Bde's attack on GEESTHACHT. 107 Bty recce positions to fire 
from near bank of ELBE. Shoot later cancelled. 288 Bty cross ELBE 
during the afternoon and join 46 Bde in area of LAUENBURG. 

 



Appx 'A' to War Diary, 102 (Northumberland Hussars) A Tk Regt RA 
 

An account of the part played by C Battery 
Northumberland Hussars when an enemy column 
attacked the village of STEDENSON during 
the night of the 14/15 April, 1945. 
------------------------------------------- 

 
 In the early hours of 15 April 1945, the battalion group of the 2 Glasgow 
Highlanders which was concentrated at STADENSEN was attacked by an enemy column 
of about 15 SP guns and 30 half-tracks. The enemy attacked from NETTLEKAMP (a 
little over a mile to the East) after surprising a squadron of the Recce Regt. 
The force in STADENSEN consisted of the 2 G.H., a troop of towed 17-pr guns and 
Bty HQ of C Bty Northumberland Hussars (in charge of Capt W.S. BRAMELD DSO), one 
tp of 63 A Tk Regt (M.10s), one bty of 190 Fd Regt, one pl of 1 Mx, one sqn 
Coldstream Gds Churchill tanks, and some R.Es etc. 
 

The Bty received no warning of the attack and at about 0400 hrs half-
tracks entered the village from East and South, infantry coming in from N.W. 
Until firing began they were thought to be American as they were shouting "O.K. 
Sarge!" and using other American slang. Capt BRAMELD went out of Bty HQ to get 
the 17-pr troop into action but found them cut off. The guns, which had not been 
sited to fire in the NETTLEKAMP direction, as this was held by the Recce Regt, 
could not be brought to bear and were over-run. The personnel of the troop 
joined and fought with the infantry. Capt BRAMELD then went to see what the 
tanks could do, and found that they were parked in a long double line. The front 
tank had been put out of action by a bazooka and they were unable to move. Capt 
BRAMELD next went to the M.10s of the 63 A Tk Regt, who were leaguered with the 
tanks. The officer of this tp had earlier become a casualty and so Capt BRAMELD 
took command and led one gun up to a position on the East side of the village 
where the infantry had said there was an enemy SP gun towing a damaged one. 
There were found to be several enemy SPs in the area and the towing one was 
engaged and knocked out first shot. The M.10 then pulled back and waited for 
half-an-hour and then went out again and shot up two half-tracks. Capt BRAMELD 
then left this gun, and went to make another attempt to contact the N.H. 17-pr 
tp, but found the enemy still in possession. On the way he met a Sgt-Major of 
the Glasgow Highlanders who was trying to get the assistance of another of the 
M.10s of 63 A Tk Regt to deal with some enemy SP guns on the N.E. side of the 
village. After some difficulty they brought the gun into position and killed two 
SPs. Capt BRAMELD then returned to the first M.10 and arrived just in time to 
see it reverse into a wood-pile and turn over after knocking out an enemy SP gun 
at 20 yds range. The third M.10 of the tp had meanwhile caught fire from a 
neighbouring house and jammed its turret. The driver could not be found, so Capt 
BRAMELD roped in a Sgt-Major of the Coldstream Gds to drive it. He then 
collected together the gun crew, put out the fire and sited the gun in a 
position where it could fire. He then went back to the other M.10 still in 
action and, personally directing its fire, accounted for three more S.Ps and 
some probables. 

 
By 0900 hrs what was left of the enemy column had withdrawn. A captured 

map revealed that its objectives were far-reaching and that it was intended to 
take the whole division in the rear and then to disrupt the L of C. Capt 
BRAMELD's initiative in taking control of and directing all and every anti-tank 
resource in the village had been largely instrumental in foiling this ambitious 
plan. In a period of 5 hours he had been responsible for the destruction of at 
least 7 SP guns and 2 half-tracks. 

 
The crews of the towed guns which had been destroyed also assisted greatly 

in clearing the enemy infantry from the village. The personnel of Bty HQ, under 
Lieut M.A. MAY, after finding an enemy SP gun parked outside their front door, 
left by the back entrance, carried out a patrol and, taking the enemy in the 
rear, accounted for a considerable number of Germans. 

-----------------------



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 102 (NH) A/Tk Regt R.A., 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required) 
Month and Year MAY          Commanding Officer Major.R.A. BARNETT M.C. 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

 1  107 Bty less SP troop cross ELBE and proceed to SCHWARZENBEK where 
they relieve 99 Bty with 44 Bde. 
158 Bde of 53 (W) Div come under comd 15 (S) Div and march into 
GEESTACHT which surrenders. 
It is announced that HITLER is dead. 
RHQ moves to BRUNSTORF. 
288 Bty moved to GULZOW (8342) 

 

 2.  Continuous expansion of Bridgehead. SACHSENWALD cleared. Germans 
in Italy surrender. 
Negotiations started by 227 Bde for surrender of HAMBURG reach a 
high level. 
99 Bty deployed eastern outskirts of SCHWARZENBEEK. 
107 Bty moved to KASSEBURG. 
288 Bty SP tp captured DASSENDORF by mistake - on false 
information from Tk Cmdr who they were supporting. 

 

 3.  HAMBURG surrenders. Div concentrates N.W. of SCHWARZENBEK. 
99 Bty & RHQ on road ready to move at 1500 hrs when urgent message 
sent for C.O. to visit C.R.A. Major Barnett goes off to see C.R.A. 
and is told RHQ & 99 Bty are to move forthwith to LAUENBURG where 
about 10,000 P.W. are out of hand. 
RHQ & 99 Bty arrive at LAUENBURG and at P.W. collecting Centre 
find complete shambles. Prisoners are quite docile but wounded, 
women, DPs POWs etc are all completely mixed up, and there is no 
food or water at the same time more are streaming in. Eventually 
by dark some order is restored and rations have been issued. 
107 Bty to RAMSDORF  288 Bty to TRITTAU  289 Bty to WARSEBURG 

 

 4.  Numbers in P.W. cage at LAUENBURG have now reached about 50,000. 
C.O. of 92 Fd Regt of 5th Div arrives and says they have been sent 
to take over from us. It is decided to hand over tomorrow. RHQ & 
99 Bty are then to proceed to rejoin 15 (S) Div. 
         107 Bty to KL HANSDORF 
         288 Bty to FRANZDORF 
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         289 Bty to area of AHRENSBURG at WITZHAVE. 
 5.  RHQ & 99 Bty leave LAUENBERG at 1100 hrs and proceed to Div conc 

area in BARGTEHEIDE N.E. of HAMBURG. 
Btys static, capturing prisoners. Fighting ceased. 

 

 6.  Major R.A. Barnett MC attends a COs conference at HQ RA at 1400 
hrs. He is told some of the future form and comes away most 
depressed at the prospect before us of peace time soldiering. 
Everyone is rather depressed at what the future holds for us. The 
div is being divided into 4 Bdes i.e. 3 Inf and 1 R.A. RA Bde area 
is to be HAMBURG. 

 

 7.  Locations unchanged. Orders still awaited for moving to occupation 
area. 

 

 8.  V.E. Day celebrated by general holiday.  
 9.  Locations unchanged.  
 10.  Lt.Col P.R. Henderson D.S.O. assumes comd of the Regt.  
 11  C.O. visits 289 Bty  
 12          -  
 13          -  
 14  289 Bty move to BARGTEHEIDE.  
 15  107 Bty move to BARGTEHEIDE.  
 16  CRA inspected 288 Bty and 289 Bty  
 17  Regt given an area around BARGTEHEIDE and everybody settles down 

to organise German POW Camps DP Camps and restore law and order. 
               ( see Op - Eclipse No. 1 N.H. attd) 
                   288 Bty to BARFELD 
                   289 Bty to WESTEDT 

 

 18  Two Tps 99 Bty move to RUMPEL, rest of Bty to FISCHBEK. 
C.O. held BC's conference to clarify policy of organising Russian 
and German POW and administering the Regtl area. Btys 
concentrating on making themselves comfortable and doing 
maintenance. 

 

 19  Burgomasters are co-opted by all BCs to prepare nominal rolls of 
DPs, PWXs in their local areas. 
289 Bty had slight trouble with Russians who are now beginning to 
revenge themselves on the Germans. 

 

 20  Regtl Church Parade held at BARGTEHEIDE. It got lost and went to 
the wrong Church. 
289 Bty had 2 Germans shot by Russians. 

 

 21  Regtl Recce Parties sent to MOLLN but CRA had not finished his own 
recce, so recce party returned. 

 

 22  Regtl Recce parties go to MOLLN once more.  



 23  Regt prepares for move to MOLLN on 24th May.  
 24  Regt moves to new area. RHQ to MOLLN. 99 Bty to ROTHENBEEK, 107 

Bty to SCHRETSTAKEN, 288 Bty to MOLLN 289 Bty to NUSSE. The 
reorganisation of the new area starts all over again. Nominal 
rolls of DPs, PWXs etc are made, wrecked or otherwise Wehrmacht 
vehicles are gathered in a central dump, and the area searched for 
hidden arms etc. Masses of German eqpt collected and disposed of. 
Capt E.R. Roberts appointed Regt Town Major of MOLLN. 

 

 25  A DP Camp (no 528) is started in MOLLN under LT PACKHAM - A 
polyglot mixture of DPs and PWXs. 
Stop Line of bridge over ELBE - TRAVE Canal started. 

 

 26  The NH Cinema opened in MOLLN but the Regtl commitments are so 
great that the audience is very small. 
C.O. holds BC conference on recreational training, and came to the 
conclusion that the Regt too busy for any play. 

 

 27-31  General admin of area. ELBE-TRAVE stop line gave a lot of trouble, 
holding up crowds of Germans wishing to return home or fleeing 
from the Russians. These were simply turned back. 
All Germans, discharged from the Wehrmacht after 1 May were sent 
to the POW Cage run by 119 LAA. 
Lt Col Henderson flew home on priv leave on 30 May. 
Major Barnett assumed command of the Regt. 
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Lancing 1  Training & preparing for impending operations.  
Sussex 2  Nothing to report  

 3     "     "   "  
 4     "     "   "  
 5  Special code word for wireless silence sent to Btys 2300 hrs.  
 6  Soon after midnight 5/6 large numbers of gliders and tp carrying 

a/c passed overhead towards French Coast. About 0130 hrs LO 
returns from ADGB and with message that operations had 
commenced. All gunsites notified of special recognition features 
of friendly a/c. At 1700 hrs C.O. briefed all officers on 
operations. 

JY 

 7  Nothing to report  
 8     "     "   "  

Lancing 10  Just before midnight 10/11 message received calling for LO to 
Sussex Dis on behalf OC SP Tp. B Tp 390 Bty moved off to 
Marshalling Area 1315 hrs 11 June. 

 

 11  Message recd calling for LO to Sussex Dis 1200 hrs 11 June. 
Orders received for G Tp & F Tp to move 0430 12th. RHQ BHQs 391 
& 392 to move with ACDHI Tps at 0600 hrs 13th. 

 
 
JY 

 13  Moved to Marshalling Area 18th arrived evening  
 14  Still in Marshalling Area   Weather fair  
 15    "    "     "        "       "       "  
 
 
 

London Docks 

16  Moved in two groups to Docks and embarked 
RHQ, 391 BHQ & A, C, D tp on MT 76 (S81) and 392 BHQ with I tp 
and a few extras on S.59. 
Sailed during night to SOUTHEND, waited for convoy which moved 
off 17th. 

 

 17  Weather perfect no excitement arrived off French Coast near 
COURSEULLES at 2100 hrs. 

 

 18  Weather deteriorated high seas cannot land 
Enemy bombing slight at night 
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 19     "     "     "   "    "  
 20     "     "     "   "    " JY 
 21     "     "     "   "    "  
 22     "     "     "   "    "  
 23  Weather improved transferred to an LST and landed at approx 1800 

hrs. Some vehicle casualties. German pilotless plane passed over 
in direction of German lines at 1740! 
RHQ established at St. Gabriel Esquay sur Seulles. 

 

France 24  Moved RHQ to Cully at 1435 hrs. Weather good. Much friendly a/c 
activity. 

 

 25  Still at Cully. 2i/c (Maj Murphy in charge of mixed party 
recceing & clearing path for Bty to move fwd. Weather uncertain. 

 

 26  Div committed to attack. One officer (Lt Neate) wounded by 
mortar while working with 2i/cs party. One OR killed & 3 
wounded. Rained hard during evening & night 26/27. RHQ 
established Putot en Bessin 1630 hrs 

 
JY 

 27  Weather changeable. Some enemy air activity  
 28  Still at Putot en Bessin. One SP 40mm of G Tp received direct 

hit from mortar. 3 ORs killed, one wounded. B Tp disposed of 3 
enemy snipers and captured another. 

 

Putot en Bessin 29  Heavy gunfire at 0300 presumed directed at SW flank. Heavy enemy 
counter attack in CHEUX area repulsed, fwd sub unit withdrawn 
into A TK posns. 

 

 30  Tps redeployed in former posns. Indications that enemy was to 
counter attack again. One ME 109 hit and believed to have 
crashed. Two tps 392 Bty moved fwd to protect air OP. Enemy conc 
S of ODON successfully engaged by Fd Arty with no interference 
by E/AC. 

JY 
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BWEF 1  RHQ still at PUTOT EN BESSIN with tps deployed as before 
Weather very changeable. 

 

 2  Regt relieved by 116 Laa Regt. RHQ moved to rest area near 
Secqueville with Btys harboured nearby. 
Weather poor with rain. Some minor shelling. 

 
FEL 

 3  Still in rest. Quiet day. Rain followed by better weather in 
evening. Total battle casualties to date 1 offrs wounded. 4 ORs 
killed, 4 wounded 
Div Comd addressed all available tps at 1500 hrs with letters of 
congratulation from Army Comd & C in C 21 Army Gp. 

 

 4  Resting nothing to report.  
 5     "      "       "  
 6     "      "       "  
 7    

BWEF 8  Arty Tps move fwd with Div arty to area ST MAUVIEU 
Counter Mortar Scheme practiced. Single E/A over at night 

 

 9  C.O. prepared to move fwd with Tac HQ. No orders received by 
1100 hrs 

 

 10  Tac HQ at St Mauvieu. Main HQ still at Secqueville. Weather poor  
 11  No change. Counter Mortar organisation working well. Eleven 1st 

line reinforcements arrived 1530. Btys almost complete. 
A Tp destroyed two ME 109s in Verson area 

JY 

 12  Weather improving nothing to report.  
 13  Nothing to report. Weather uncertain  
 14  RHQ moves to La Mare. Fair amount of hostile shelling. LT COOMBS 

wounded 
 

 15  RHQ moves back to St Mauvieu area  
St Mauvieu 16  RHQ still in St Mauvieu area. Weather improves.  

BLA 17  Nothing to report  
 18  RHQ moves at 1000 hrs to SOUTH of LE MESNIL PATRY  
 19  Cloudy, quieter in this sector.  
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 20  Residue arrives from England. Weather dull, rain at 1700 hrs.  
 21  Nothing to report  
 22    "         " JY 
 23  RHQ & Bty move u/c 15 Div in 30 Corps to BALLEROY  
 24  Nothing to report  
 25     "    "    "  
 26     "    "    "  
 27  Special deployment of A A Gps known as A/A islands.  

BLA 28  Nothing fresh to report  
 29     "      "        "  
 30  RHQ moves to area 2 miles NE CAUMONT JY 
 31  Nothing to report  
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BLA 
CAUMONT AREA 

1.  Day opens with heavy mist after very quiet night. Trouble with 
enemy patrol near La Homme. Capt HOLDEN wounded, two ORs killed, 
two wounded. Total days casualties 3 killed nine wounded. 

 

 2.  R.H.Q. moves to new location just S of Sept Ventes 
Enemy shelling during night. 

 

 3.  Misty early, little activity up to 1000 hrs. Later nothing  
 4  RHQ & B ECH move to ST MARTIN DES BESACES LPG 
 5  Weather hazy still in situ. No activity. 54 ORs despatched to 38 

RHU, authority 8 Corps TPM, & struck off strength 
 

 6  Nothing to report  
 7  Order received from 8 Corps that all 20mm Tps & one tp each Bty 

40mm were to be despatched to UK via 38 RHU & struck off 
strength 

 

BLA 
ST MARTIN 
DES BESACES 

8  RHQ moved to ST PIERRE TARENTAINE. Tps affected by Corps order 
harboured with respective Bty HQs at ST MARTIN DES BESACES 

 

 9  Nothing to report early, but evening orders received to delay 
departure of tps to UK by 48 hrs pending reconsideration 
concerning whether each bty should be left with 2 SP tps or one 
SP and one tractor drawn. Decision to be made at Army level. 

 
 
LPG 

 10  Nothing to report  
 11  Message from RA 15 (S) Div, timed 101730B, received about 1200 

hrs ref departure of three 40mm & three 20mm tps, to the effect 
that the details of original order were in no way to be departed 
from. CO checked with HQRA who could only inform him that this 
latest order had been received from 8 Corps. CO ordered B D H 
tps (40mm) and X Y Z tps (20mm) to prepare to move forthwith, in 
accordance with original instructions, viz - to despatch tps to 
38 RHU on 10 Aug 44. At 1850 intimation from RA 15 (S) Div that 
tps should NOT have been dispatched. LO from each bty sent off 
to harbour tps at earliest moment, but tps NOT contacted till 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War 
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after reaching RHU, where eqpt had begun to be handed in. All 
further action frozen. 

LPG 

 12  Ref departure of tps, message from RA 15 (S) Div to effect that 
all action to be postponed from 12th to 13th August. 

 

 13  Ref departure of tps, message from RA 15 (S) Div that original 
programme to be restarted on 14 Aug. Capt FE Lywood [Adjt] to HQ 
RA 15 (S) Div as Counter-Mortar Officer. Lieut LP Gerrish 
[Orderly Officer] takes over duties of Adjt. Lieut A.S. 
Partridge [392 Bty Subaltern] takes over duties of Orderly 
Officer. Orders received, late evening, for move a.m. on 14 Aug 
to area Amaye-sur-Orne 

 

 
 

AMAYE-SUR-ORNE 
9657 

14  0600 hrs, the regt, in column with remainder of 15 (S) Div 
passes under comd 12 Corps. 1215 hrs Regt & bty A echs move off, 
joined on route by B echs, to area of AMAYE-SUR-ORNE arriving 
1520 hrs. Sound of very heavy bombing to the South & SE heard 
during journey. Enemy air attacks seen and heard on areas SE and 
NE of location about 2400 hrs and intermittently till first 
light 15 Aug. 

 
 
 
 
LPG 

 15  Nothing to report till 2300 hrs when dog, attached to member of 
RHQ, ran out into middle of field round which Regt A ech was 
parked, and remained barking at something unknown; immediate 
investigation revealed nothing. 2345 hrs shots fired by sentry 
of 390 bty (at top of field) after challenging at movement in 
bushes. BSM & 4 OR patrolled immediate area, and during gunflash 
saw what might have been 4 figures crouched in long grass. CO 
organised systematic sweep across whole field; nothing found. 

 

 16  0100 hrs Regt A ech stood down. Approx 0130 hrs 3 anti personnel 
bombs in close vicinity of regt B ech. No damage or cas. C tp 
also report suspicious sounds in cornfield and woods adjoining 
site about midnight 16/17; nothing revealed by immediate 
investigation or later by day. 

 
LPG 

LE HUTRAY 17  1530 - 1700 A ech moves in small groups to area LE HUTRAY, 0054.  
FRESNEY-LE-

VIEUX 
18  1700 - 1800 A ech and B ech move to area FRESENY-LE-VIEUX 0048  

LE HAMEL 19  1900 - 2000 A ech moves to LE HAMEL 0939  
 20  1600 - 1700 B ech moves to VILLERS-CANIVET 1040. 2345 - 0030 hrs 

21 Aug, air attack, with flares, seen and heard a few miles to 
NW NORTH and NE of location 

 

 21  As a result of air attack on previous night, when one bn of the 
div had 7 men killed and 4 injured, local relaxation of 
restriction on night firing by LAA authorised by 12 Corps. Now 
allowed to fire by night within div area at seen & unseen 

 
 
 
 



targets provided hostile act committed and master gun 
(controlled by officer) appointed for each defended area, other 
guns to fire only when master gun fires. Flares to be engaged at 
40° angle of sight or over. G tp 366 bty and C tp 364 bty of 112 
LAA regt (12 Corps LAA) come under comd, but C tp 364 bty 
subsequently ceased to be under comd, during the day. 

LPG 

 22  Ref revised rules for LAA night firing. C.O. lays down that when 
tp is deployed in normal manner, 3 points shall be fixed, in or 
around the VA, to which AA fire from all guns can be directed - 
bearing & elevation for each point being worked out beforehand 
for each gun; fire to be in bursts of 8 rounds fast single shot, 
and the master gun to give the lead to the others. When tp is 
deployed in 2 'islands', i.e. 2 sections, each of 3 closely-
sited guns, an officer at each island to control the fire of one 
gun, and the remaining 2 guns to direct their fire accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LPG 

 23  One tp 344 SL bty and a second tp 112 LAA Regt RA come under 
comd for operation GALLOP  Op GALLOP to begin 0830 hrs 24th, 
LAA tps moving with bdes, fd regts & div HQ, and Regt A and B 
echs independently at H + 8 hrs 45 mins together with SL tp. 

 

FALAISE AREA 24  1735 hrs regt A & B echs move to area EAST of FALAISE, 172343 
arriving 1950 hrs. C.O. forms tactical HQ consisting of C.O., 
I.O., 2 dvr-ops, batman, to be with and move with HQRA. 

 

BERNAY area 25  0745 hrs regt A and B echelons move EAST along given route to 
unspecified location. Ordered to harbour at 674741, arrived 1520 
hrs. Ordered to move on to St Clair d'Arcey, left 1825 hrs, 
arrived (841766) 2020 hrs. CO and tac HQ rejoin A echelon. 2245-
2315, enemy bombing attack visible several miles to the NORTH. 

 
 
 
 
LPG 

COMBON 26  1145 hrs A and B echelon move through BEAUMONT LE ROGER to 
COMBON, 0076. 

 

LOUVIERS area 
 
 
 
 

LOUVIERS area 

27  1250 - 1430 hrs, A and B ech move through LE NEUBOURG to area of 
LE PARC, 1887, two miles WEST of LOUVIERS. Individual guns carry 
out ground shooting during evening and early part of the night 
at targets on right bank of R. SEINE. B tp / 344 SL bty, under 
comd, illuminate all night the area within loop of river SEINE 
at 3090. All guns and SLs operated from left bank. Both ops 
highly successful; complimented by Brig COLVILLE (OC 227 (H) Inf 
Bde) and Brig BOLTON (CRA 15 (S) Div) 

 

 28  Further ground shooting during the morning from left bank to 
targets on right bank of SEINE. 1750 hrs A ech moves to 247901, 
1½ miles NE of LOUVIERS, followed at 1845 hrs by B ech, both 
echs moving in groups of 15 vehs, or less, to avoid impeding 

 
 
 
LPG 



movement of bridging materials. At night B/344 SL tp illuminate 
axes of adv EAST from SEINE. 

 
 
 
 

LOUVIERS area 

29  1200 hrs one offr (Lieut FLINN) and 8 ORs go back to 8 Corps 
Rest Centre for 3 days  1800 hrs, C/364 and G/366 tps of 112 
LAA Regt cease to be under comd, as 67 med regt and fd regt of 4 
Armd Bde (to which the tps were in sp) ceased to be under comd 
15 (S) Div  B/344 SL tp illuminate from 2200 hrs axes of adv 
EAST of R. SEINE and road from VENABLES 3186 to PT. ANDELY 3990 

 

 
 

MUIDS area 

30  B/344 SL tp ceases to be under comd, and is placed under comd 4 
Armd Bde  1215 hrs A and B echelons leave to cross R SEINE and 
take up new location at 3190  Much traffic congestion at start 
pt and at RE bridge across river  R SEINE crossed at approx 
1930 hrs and new location entered at 1955 hrs  Weather dull 
and rainy, ideal for ops by ground-strafing fighter aircraft, 
but none seen operating against 12 Corps' densely-packed columns 
 15 (S) Inf Div believed passing into 21 Army Group reserve. 

 
 
 
 
 
LPG 

 31  Tps remain deployed in div area but bty comds withdraw tac HQs 
from bde HQs and rejoin regt A ech  In view of improbability 
of any move in near future, CO orders time to be devoted to 
thorough maint of vehs, eqpt, clothing, etc. 
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LOUVIERS area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ap
 
 
 
 
 

LOUVIERS area 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prox) 

 
1030 

 
 

1100 
 

1430 
 

1800 
2000 

Regt A and B echelons remain at 317906, near MUIDS  
Orders received from RA by 'phone to increase amount of petrol 
carried in vehicle reserve in view of likelihood of long move 
shortly  
C.O. discusses with BCs and tp comds problems of ground-shooting 
with QF 40mm guns, using SP for demonstration 
Notification received that 15 (S) Div remains in 12 Corps and is 
to move towards R SOMME on 2 Sep 44  Postponement of move, 
later learned by CO at HQRA  
Decision taken by CO in conjunction with SCRA and Lieut QM to 
attach tps as follows for supplies, in view of future likelihood 
of lengthened comns  A & C tps, 390 bty tac HQ, 3 REME 
personnel (in jeep), att to 181 Fd Regt (44 Bde group)  E & F 
tps, 391 bty tac HQ, 3 REME personnel, att to 131 Fd Regt (227 
Bde group)  I tp & 392 bty tac HQ & 3 REME personnel, att 190 
Fd Regt (46 Bde gp) w.e.f. drawing rations 3 Sep 44 for 
consumption 4 Sep 44  G tp (protecting Div HQ) remain based on 
regt B ech 

 
 
Appx H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx H 

 2 1230 
 
 

1400 
1630 

 
1920 

Notification from HQRA of move tomorrow, NE; SP 406950, route 
via ECOUIS (4298) to dis P 471084  Regt to pass SP 1230 - 1300 
hrs 3 Sep. 
2IC and recce parties report to Div HQ to recce new area. 
Confirmation by phone from RA that NO aircraft are to be fired 
on during 3 Sep 44 (infm already received by BCs via bde HQs) 
Written message (ref above) that restriction on AA fire applies 
only to daylight hours of 3 Sep 44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx E 

 
Area LYONS- 
LA-FORET 

 
 

3 1130 
 

1730 
1845 

Regt A and B echs left for new location  Met by recce party at 
dis P 471084 at 1315 hrs  arrived 1345 hrs at 524132 
Message from HQRA prohibiting AA fire by day till further notice 
Orders received for move on 4 Sep 
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Area LYONS- 
LA-FORET 

During the day, bty comds each with small tac HQ attach 
themselves till further notice to HQs of inf bdes to which their 
tps are in sp:- viz OC 390 to 44 bde, OC 392 to 46 bde, and OC 
391 bty to 227 bde 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ap
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SELINCOURT 
(18 miles WEST 
of AMIENS) 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prox) 

0920 
 
 
 
 
 

1220 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1700 
 
 
 
 

2100 

CO called for interview with CRA  Informed that on arrival in 
new location later same day, regiment is to be concentrated and 
guns and stores to be grounded, while load-carrying vehicles of 
regt are withdrawn to form supply-transport, and signal vehicles 
are withdrawn for traffic control duties  CO arranges to give 
detailed orders at new location 
Regt A and B echelons moved along AYR route (see appendix E) 
until met by personnel of recce party and guided to harbour area 
at 622337  Tps and bty HQs, after moving with fd regts and inf 
bdes, also harboured at same location  2IC fwd to recce 
location in area HORNOY 8154 for regt to dump its guns and 
stores  CO gives orders to BCs etc concerning provision of tpt 
as follows:- 
  1  For supply-tpt column, regt provides 23 3-tonners and 10 
Tractors, LAA, for loadcarrying, each with driver and mate; also 
two 15-cwt trucks and one water-truck, each with driver and 
cook; also 3 motorcyclists  Offr in charge, Capt BEATTIE [bty 
capt 391 bty] travelling in Jeep with batman and clerk  In 
addition, one sjt, six bdrs, and 21 men for loading work  
Total, one officer and 106 OR, to report to RASC offr at 2130 
hrs at RV 808541 near HORNOY 
  2  For traffic control, nine 15-cwt trucks fitted for 
wireless, each carrying an offr, 2 driver operators and a 
batman/cook  Offr in charge, Lt Col YOUNG travelling in Jeep 
with Orderly Offr and driver operator  In addition, one spare 
WT vehicle with dvr-op and batman, one water truck with driver 
and cook, one 15 cwt truck with driver and sjt for Q duties, one 
15 cwt truck with driver-mech, instrument-mech, and electrician 
signals; and 3 motorcyclists  Total, eleven offrs and 40 OR, 
to be ready at present harbour area (8233) at 1800 hrs 
  3  All personnel to have 2 days res rations and the day's 
ration as issued 
  Vehicles and personnel NOT concerned in traffic control org, 
move off to area HORNOY and harbour in grounds of CHATEAU DE 
SELINCOURT 810582 about 1915 hrs  Vehs required for supply-
transport are unloaded, and stores, amn, etc, placed in stables 
and outhouses. 
Sup-tpt vehicles under Capt BEATTIE leave for RV 

 



Major A.T.W. MURPHY, second-in-command, is given powers of det 
comd in absence of commanding officer. 

SELINCOURT 
(AMIENS 
district) 

5 1000 
 
 
 

1145 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 

1915 

OC det holds conference of all offrs  Lays down period of 48 
hrs intensive work on cleaning and maint of guns, vehs and all 
eqpt incl clothing, small arms etc; to be followed by a period 
of work in mornings and recreational training in afternoon 
CO and Orderly Officer arrive en route to new div location in 
area HAUTE COTE, 1204, approx 11 miles NORTH of DOULLENS  
Accompanied by I.O.R.A. and by S.C.R.A. to finalize adm details 
 IORA & SCRA leave, 1215 hrs  CO and Orderly Offr leave, 1315 
hrs  
Lieut FLINN and 5 OR return from 8 Corps Rest Centre, having 
been delayed in returning through tpt difficulties  Remaining 
3 OR, travelling independently to rejoin div in new area, could 
NOT be diverted to regt's harbour-area location  
Call for help in fighting fire in village of AUMONT, 838592, 
caused by explosion of amn on passing Bren carrier of 6 KOSB  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Appx. J 

SELINCOURT 6  
 

1200 
 
 

1945 

Maint of guns, vehs, weapons, eqpt, stores, continues. 
QM experiences difficulty in obtaining rations & supplies 
2IC leaves to contact C.O.  Finds him moving with 15 (S) Div 
towards area ROULERS - THIELT - COURTRAI, but expected to 
harbour for the night, short of that area  
2IC returns  
During the day, Entertainments Offr & Sports Offr make local 
contacts, to arrange welfare matters for the men  

 
(See Appx. J) 

 7 0600 
 

1700 
1800 

QM leaves to contact CO and 15 (S) Div, and to attempt to draw 
rations from div sup pt 
Regt football team plays a team from HORNOY & wins 3 - 1 
Ration lorries return with supplies drawn from RASC 12 Corps 

 

 
 
 

SELINCOURT 

8 0200 
 

0800 
 
 

2300 

QM returns  Message from CO that regt vehs being used for sup-
tpt may be expected to return tonight 
OC 391 Bty leaves to contact CO at div HQ  Meets him midway 
and both return to regt location approx 1730 hrs, followed by 3 
bty HQ subalterns from traffic control party 
Tpt hitherto on sup-tpt duties returns to regt location  One 
truck and driver missing - believed to have lost his way 5 miles 
NORTH of ARRAS 

 

 9  Day spent in reloading stores etc on to tpt and preparation for 
move next day  Search for missing truck & driver unsuccessful 
 Restriction on AA firing (see appendix E) 

 

 
J 610755 

10 0700 Regt moves by tps followed by regt & bty A ech followed by B 
ech, all at ¼ hour intervals; route - DOULLENS - ARRAS - LENS - 

 



area of 
MALINES 

AUDENARDE - ALOST - ASSCHE - MERCHTEN - WOLVERTHEM - new area 
(see Appendix A) 
Enthusiastic welcome by local inhabitants, especially on BELGIAN 
side of border  Temporary relaxation of ban on AA fire (see 
Appendix E) 
Remainder of traffic control party also moved and joined up with 
main body of regt at new location 

 
MALINES area 

11 1300 
1730 

 
 
 
 

2000 
 
 

2350 

CO attends CRA's conference 
CO holds conference for BCs  Ref move of div next day, orders 
2 tps for defence of fd arty area, one tp for div HQ, 3 tps in 
support of bdes (one each)  bty comds to recce for 
opportunities of ground-shooting in area of Albert Canal (I 08) 
 2IC to coordinate tps with fd arty 
LO called to HQRA to receive orders for move following day as 
follows: SP X rds 599665 at 0855 hrs, via VILVORDE, DIEGHEM, 
HAECHT to Dis P at AERSCHOT (J 9669) 
HQRA order recce parties to Div HQ by 0730 hrs tomorrow 

 

 
 
 

WESTERLOO area 
 
 
 

WESTERLOO area 

12 0715 
 

0830 
 

1730 
- 

Recce parties leave  Tps subsequently move with fd regts, 
bdes, HQs, etc, to which they are in support 
Regt A & B echs leave, and move, on route as ordered, to I 
042798 near WESTERLOO 
Order received lifting ban on AA fire; transmitted to btys 
During the day, CO in charge of traffic control party (offr and 
wireless set at each) on Cl.40 bridge 045855 and Cl.9 bridge 
073842 over Albert Canal 

 
 
 
 
(see Appx E) 

 13  
 

1200 
 

1945 
 

2100 
2200 

 
- 

 
 

2315 
 

Gun of E tp stood by for groundshooting across Albert Canal, but 
no target presented itself 
OC 392 led a patrol across the canal into 3 villages, area 0189 
- 0086 - no enemy encountered 
Orders received from HQRA for recce parties to RV at 0800 hrs 
tomorrow for move of regt with div HQ 
5 enemy aircraft, and flares, engaged by A and I tps 
CO decides to leave B ech in situ when A ech moves, because 
supply pts will remain SOUTH of the canal 
During the day A & I tps move across canal with fd regts to area 
of GHEEL, 0888, and E tp and 391 tac HQ with 227 bde group to 
area of MOLL, 1790 
Orders received from HQRA to move tomorrow crossing SP [bridge 
0485] head 1015 hrs, tail 1025 hrs, via X rds 080882 to dis P at 
rd junc 093860 

 

GHEEL area 14 0745 Recce parties left  0945 Regt A ech moved, via route ordered, 
to new location 100852, crossing Albert Canal 1015 hrs & 

 



arriving 1040 hrs. During the day tps moved with fd regts, bdes, 
and div HQ and guns of C and G tps carried out groundshooting 
across the MEUSE-ESCAUT canal at targets on the NORTH bank  
Local inhabitants continue everywhere to be enthusiastic in 
their welcome and extremely generous with gifts of fruit, eggs, 
etc, which they insist on being accepted despite firmest 
refusals 

(ap
GHEEL area 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

prox) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1830 
 
 

2200 

Tps remained deployed  Guns of C and G tps sited singly or in 
3s carried out groundshooting tasks with considerable success at 
targets on far (NORTH) bank of MEUSE-ESCAUT canal, incl 
harassing fire, observed fire on MG nests and OPs, and conc fire 
in support of inf attack  E tp prepared to give directional 
fire in sp of 227 bde attack, night 15/16  Several tps 
reported unidentified plane, believed enemy jet-propelled, in 
area GHEEL - HERENTHALS flying EAST-WEST at 15-20,000 ft, 
estimated speed 600 mph. 
B ech, less certain vehs, joins A ech at 100852 

 

16  
 

1740 
 

1815 

Tps remain deployed  Considerable groundshooting by A C E and 
G tps using both direct and indirect fire 
Officer called for by HQRA, to report at 1815 hrs with Jeep, 15 
cwt, NCO and 5 men. 
Capt SARGEANT (390 bty capt), detailed for above assignment, 
briefed at HQRA (with reps from fd and A tk regts) for task of 
laying out fluorescent strips by 1200 hrs 17 Sep along line of 
main rd from LOMMEL (K 3095) - rly crossing (1791), thence line 
of rly - 0789 - thence cross country to HOOGBUUL (0187)  
Strips to be taken up by 1430 hrs  119 allotted right hand 
sector, up to rly crossing 1791  Purpose: indication of area 
to tactical air force on occasion of large-scale attack  
Forward gun positions to be warned to display yellow celanex 
strips from 1200 - 1430, 17 Sep 44.  

 

GHEEL area 17 0845 
0900 

 
1300 

 
 
 
 
 

1700 
 

Instructions received ref op 'GARDEN' limiting AA fire 
Party leaves under Capt SARGEANT to lay fluorescent panels as 
ordered 
- 1345 Waves of DAKOTA aircraft passed over location approaching 
from WEST and veering to NE  each wave consisted of 30-45 
aircraft, the last few waves towing HADRIAN (WACO) gliders  
very considerable fighter support, mostly LIGHTNINGS and 
MUSTANGS  One DAKOTA crashed at 058886 and was burnt out  E 
tps 391 bty mounted guard over wreckage 
266565 Capt J.M.B. POOLEY, RAMC, leaves regt to go to 6 RSF, 
from whence 131304 Capt RJG HOGG RAMC comes to take his place. 

(see appendix E) 



- Groundshooting during hrs of darkness along line of road running 
from Albert Canal at K 0792 to CASTERLE 0697, one gun on duty 
each hour, firing 50 rounds 

 
GHEEL area 

 
 

18 0001 
0130 

 
- 
 

1600 
 

2130 

Orders received ref restriction on amn expenditure 
hrs onwards, E tp guns came under MG fire each time they opened 
up on harassing fire task 
During the day groundshooting continued  Subunits moved with 
bde groups when 227 bde relieved 44 bde in bridgehead at 0793 
Ju 88 observed over I tp area 1091  No firing, in accordance 
with orders 
Harassing fire tasks during hours of darkness, as for previous 
night  

(see appendix H) 

 18/19  One gun of tp damaged through firing with defect which caused 
side door of breech casing to open  sent to unit wksps 

 

 19 0600 
 
 

1430 
 
 
 
- 

Maj COPELAND, T.C. (97992), OC 392 bty, to 110 LAA Regt RA, 43 
Inf Div to take up post as 2 IC in accordance with instructions 
from BRA, 2nd Army. 
- 1500 hrs considerable allied airborne force passed overhead 
from SW to NE  DAKOTAS, some towing HADRIAN gliders; and 
STIRLINGS, some towing HORSA gliders  some fighter cover seen 
 
During the day CO helps to evolve fire plan in sp of night 
attack, incorporating Bofors fire in ground role (Op CRABS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(see Appx E). 

GHEEL area 20 0005 
 

0200 
0930 

 
0930 

 
1215 

 
1405 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from HQRA prohibiting fire on 064926 and AART (0893) 
after H + 20 
H hour for Op CRABS 
CO orders no further groundshooting on harassing fire tasks till 
further orders owing to amn shortage in 2nd line 
Infm received from HQRA that Maj COPELAND may return from 110 
LAA to 119 LAA Regt RA under arrangement by 12 Corps. 
Permission given by HQRA to dismount E tp guard on crashed 
DAKOTA at 058886. 
CO receives orders from RA (by telephone) for future LAA tasks 
 Detailed orders on visiting HQRA 1430 hrs  Holds own O Gp 
(BCs 2IC Adjt QM) 1630 hrs as follows:- 
  Three SP tps to accompany 15 (S) Div on advance tomorrow, 
mainly for use in ground role  To be controlled and 
administered by Tac HQ consisting of C.O., Orderly Officer, one 
subaltern, 5 driver operators and batman (in Jeep, WT veh and 
spare), 3 signallers in WT veh (rear link to HQRA), 3 15 cwts 
(with BQMS, cook, 3 drivers, one gnr), water truck (with driver 
and electrician signals), and Jeep with fitter from REME and veh 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 

mech REME  Total 3 offrs & 19 ORs, to form up in RHQ lines 
(100852) at 0800 hrs 21 Sep 44 
  Tpt for RASC duties to be organised under Capt BEATTIE and 
Lieut LIDDLE with clerk & batman in comd veh  21 3-ton lorries 
and 9 tractors LAA each with driver and mate, 2 15 cwt GS and 
one water truck, each with driver and cook, 3 MCs, and loading 
party of one sjt and 15 ORs  Total 2 offrs and 87 ORs to form 
up at 115887 at 0800 hrs 21 Sep 44, & report 093860 at 1030 hrs. 
  Tractor drawn tps to be relieved on present commitments by SP 
tps and to deploy at bridges 200928 (2 tps) and 193892  bty 
HQs to be established (with bty B ech) in neighbourhood of now 
SP tps  RHQ to be est in area MOLL (1790) 
hrs onwards, tps, btys, and RHQ arrange dumping of stores under 
guard at new locations, to leave required load carrying vehs 
empty 

GHEEL area 
 
 
 
 
 

EINDHOVEN 
and MOLL 

21 - 
 
 

1030 
 

1210 
 

1500 
1700 

During the morning the org of RHQ & bty HQs into A and B ech 
ceases and bty HQs move off, each with their own B ech, to 
locations in the area of MOLL 1790 
Capt Beattie reports with load-carrying column, as detailed, to 
RASC offr at 093860. 
CO and tac HQ move off with three SP tps, previously harboured, 
in div column to area EINDHOVEN 4218 
RHQ (incl wksps) moves to 172910 arriving 1640 
Orders from 12 Corps via CO to redeploy one tractor-drawn tp at 
bridges (Cl 40 & Cl 9) at 308978  Other 2 tractor-drawn tps 
remain deployed at bridges 200928 and 193892 

 

 22 1200 
 

1500 

CO and tac HQ perform traffic control duties in connection with 
bridge 389249 
OC 391 leaves, in response to message, to go fwd with tac bty 
HQ, to act as CO's rep at HQRA [CO & tac RHQ being on traffic 
control task] and to be ready to act as OP to Bofors firing in 
ground role 

 

 23 2045 
 
- 

Notification by DR from CO that restriction, imposed on AA fire 
at the time of first airborne landings 17 Sep, is now lifted 
CO & tac HQ continue traffic control duties  load-carrying 
vehs continue to work as sup-tpt column 

 

EINDHOVEN 
and MOLL 
areas 

24 
25 
26 

) - 
) 
) 

CO and tac HQ continue as traffic control; & load-carrying vehs 
as sup-tpt coln  C E & G tps, fwd with main body of div carry 
out extensive groundshooting by day & night  A F & I tps 
remain deployed area MOLL 

 



 
 
 
 

EINDHOVEN 
- ZON area 

27 1000 
 
 

1130 
1230 

 
 

2100 

CO returns to order A and I tps to take over ground defence of 
canal bridge at ZON (E 4425) under 2IC and 390 bty HQ, relieving 
inf coy there by 1600 
Vehs used since 21 Sep for sup-tpt return to regt. 
- 1500 hrs RHQ, bty HQs and A F and I tps leave MOLL area for 
new area EINDHOVEN - ZON  RHQ A ech joins tac HQ, while RHQ B 
ech [incl wksps] remains with 391 & 392 bty HQs 1½ miles away 
Directional fire given in sp of attack by bn of 44 bde 

 

 28 1500 CRA visits LAA OP at factory 380240 to see effects of Bofors 
shooting at ground targets with indirect fire. 

 

 
 
 

ZON - ST 
OEDENRODE area 

29 1445 
 
 

1640 

Inspector of Arty, with BRA CCRA & CRA visits LAA OP 380240 to 
see ground-shooting by Bofors  Expresses himself favourably 
impressed by results 
RHQ and 391 & 392 bty HQs leave for area 4329 arriving 1730 hrs 
 HQs (less 390) reconstituted into A and B echs, both sited in 
same area  390 bty HQ with under comd A and I tps still 
remains in (ground) defence of ZON bridge (4425) 

 

 30 1100 
 

1800 

- 1130 hrs, LAA OP at 380240 shelled intermittently  One fatal 
DR casualty  Groundshooting continues 
Orders from RA ref relief by 51 (H) Div 1 to 2 Oct 44 

 
 
See Appx E 
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ZON - ST. 
OEDENRODE area 

 
 

ST. OEDENRODE 
and GEMERT 

areas 

1 0713 
1400 

 
1730 

and 0800 hrs, groundshooting on harassing fire tasks 
G2AA 12 Corps visited LAA OP at 380240 to see groundshooting 
(indirect fire) 
390 bty HQ with A and I tps under comd, relieved of ground 
defence of ZON bridge 4425 by tps of 51 (H) Div, moved to 
harbour areas 5829-5830  C tp moved to same area at 1735 into 
harbour 

 

 2 0530 
 
 
 

1000 

2 guns of G tp engaged suspected mortar posn at 1200 yds range 
 same target, engaged at 1400 hrs, flew white flag  However, 
no sign of enemy coming out to surrender  Signal was therefore 
ignored 
390 bty resumed comd of C tp, and 392 bty of G tp 

 

 
 
 
 

ST. OEDENRODE 
and GEMERT 

areas 

3 1030 
 
 
 

1645 
1700 

Three Dutch (civilian) interpreters picked up from HQRA for att 
to regt  2 to rank as Lieuts, one as sjt  All to be clothed, 
armed, rationed and paid by unit  One (Lieut) to be att 390 
bty and one RHQ  sjt to be att B ech 
B ech moved to harbour area at GEMERT 
Orders to move remainder of regt tomorrow at 1115 hrs via 
NIJNSEL, LIESHOUT and BEEK to GEMERT area (E 5730) 

 

 
 

GEMERT area 

4 1105 RHQ and bty A echs with E tp moved to harbour in GEMERT area  
F tp moved independently with 131 fd regt and G tp independently 
when relieved by tp of 51 (H) Div LAA 

 

 5 - 
 
 

1505 

Start of period of rest to be devoted to cleaning and maint of 
all eqpt incl clothing and personal eqpt, with as much as 
possible of recreational trg, baths, concerts, etc. 
Orders from HQRA to provide AA protection at HELMOND 5622 where 
div comd is to address all offrs of div pm 6 Oct 44  CO 
detailed A and I tps, 2IC to coordinate 

 

 
 
 

6 1000 
 
 

C.O. discussed groundshooting with offrs  1430 hrs C.O. spoke 
to dvr-ops on new arrangement for regimental wireless nets: all 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War 
Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is 
not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 
 

GEMERT area 

 
 
 

1645 

tps and bty HQs to be on one net to RHQ, and BC and tps to flick 
off on to bty when required, for fire orders, etc 
1500 hrs A and I tps in action at HELMOND till last light 
GOC 15 (S) Div addressed all offrs in HELMOND  Massed pipe 
bands of div sounded retreat in grounds of HELMOND castle, after 
GOCs address 

 7 0745 
 

1415 
- 

10 3-tonners, 4 tractors, 2 DRs reported to FMC to assist in 
dumping programme of fd arty 
GOC addressed regiment at RHQ ref discipline, turnout, etc 
Vehs used for dumping fd arty amn returned later same day when 
operation concerned was indefinitely postponed 
Lieut R.S. MADDOCK returned from 31 RHU  Posted to I tp 392 
bty as tp leader 

 

 8 1300 CO left to contact 43 div in NIJMEGEN area to find Maj COPELAND 
(392 bty) at 110 LAA Regt RA  Found that Maj Copeland was not 
to return to 119 LAA as had been supposed hitherto, on infm of 
15 Div  CO reported to CRA 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GEMERT and 
OPLOO area 

9 0815 
 

1100 
 
 
- 

10 3-tonners, 4 tractors, 2 DRs reported to fd arty reps for 
moving of dumped 25 pdr amn to new gun area near OPLOO (E 7136) 
Orders from HQRA to redeploy four tps, partly for AA, partly for 
ground defence of new gun area & of HQRA in new location approx 
E 6939 
For this op in sp of div arty, A & G tps under comd 390 bty; C 
and I tps remain harboured under comd 392 bty  391 and RHQ 
send fwd tac HQs, sited with E & A tps respectively 

 

 10 1130 G.O.C. comd 2nd Army at HQ 15 (S) Div to meet regt comds  2IC 
attended in place of CO absent on duty 

 

 11 - Considerable intermittent shelling & mortaring of fwd tps  
 12 - 390 bty sends fwd tac HQ, sited with A tp  
 13 1245 Parties leave to recce locations in area WEERT 5897  
 14 0715 

1000 
3 gunners leave for 48 hrs BRUSSELS leave 
The 3 attached Dutch interpreters called to Town Hall EINDHOVEN 
for interview by Dutch authorities  Only one allowed to remain 
with unit, the other two being required in other capacities. 

 

 15 1430 Groundshooting task begun but cancelled before completion  
 16 - 

 
1415 

 
2100 

Two sections from fwd tps move to new posns when fd arty 
leapfrog fwd 
Major J.B. LIDDELL (166986) from 105 CRC to take up appointment 
of OC 392 bty (posted 11 Oct 44) 
(approx) 3 gunners return from 48 hrs BRUSSELS leave 

 



GEMERT area 17 1115 Regt and bty tac HQs and A,E,F and G tps return from OPLOO area 
to harbour in GEMERT area  C tp reverts to under comd 390 bty, 
G tp to 392 bty 

 

 18 - Nothing to report  All tps in harbour carrying out maint  
 19 1000 2IC attended orders gp at HQRA: the regt to deploy 9 guns in AA 

role and 15 guns in islands of 3 guns for ground defence, in new 
arty area centred round 4544: also one tp for AA defence of 
bridge over canal at 389249: deployment to begin 20 Oct 44 

 

GEMERT, DINTHER 
and BEST areas 

20 - 
 

1130 

A and I tps deployed in arty area, E tp at canal bridge  391 
bty sent forward tac HQ 
- 0330 approx, E tp gun posns heavily shelled intermittently, 
esp posns NORTH of bridge at 389253  2 fatal cas (1 sjt, 1 
gnr), 2 wounded (1 gnr, 1 dvr-mech)  fatal cas occurred during 
attempt to evacuate one of the wounded 

 

 
GEMERT, DINTHER 
ST. OEDENRODE 
and BEST areas 

21 0600 E tp posns again shelled  Fresh posns subsequently dug a few 
hundred yards to the NORTH. 
RHQ, 390 and 392 btys sent fwd tac HQs  C and F tps deployed 
in arty area, G tp harboured near future deployment area 

 

 22 - G tp deployed in ground role in DONDERDONCK area  Extensive 
and successful indirect groundshooting by E tp guns 

 

 23 - Nothing to report  
 24 1600 

 
2330 

Rep called to rear div HQ, received orders for A and B echs to 
move, at unspecified time next day to approx area 4022 
Orders from div HQ to move past SP 578300 at 1100 hrs. 

 

ACHT area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OIRSCHOT - 
ACHT area 

25 1040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1640 

Tac HQ, A ech and B ech moved to 400226 arriving 1245  CO 
reorganized echeloning of regt as follows  A ech to consist of 
RHQ (less QM MO and Padre and their vehicles) and 3 bty HQ 
subalterns each with batman and jeep  Duties of subalterns, to 
keep contact with tps and with own bty tac HQ (at bde HQs), and 
to take turn with Adjt & RHQ subaltern in manning wireless by 
night  B ech to consist of bty HQs (less BCs with their tac 
HQs, and less bty HQ subalterns), QM MO and Padre 
A ech left, arriving 313245 at 1730 hrs 

 

 26 0715 
 

1000 

2IC and Lieut Newton (with driver) left for 48 hrs BRUSSELS 
leave 
hrs onwards, B ech moved up in small groups to area 340257 

 

HILVARENBEEK 
- OIRSCHOT 

areas 

27 1010 
1205 

A ech moved in two groups to HILVARENBEEK 1924 
- 1235 Successful groundshooting by C tp guns, in support of 44 
(L) Inf Bde attack on TILBURG, firing as a tp of 5 guns 

 

 
 

28 0900 
 
B ech moved to DIESSEN 2222  



 
 

TILBURG - 
DIESSEN 

1500 
 

1530 
 

1800 
 

2215 

F tp and 391 bty tac HQ moved with 227 bde gp to go under comd 8 
Corps  E tp placed under operational comd 392 bty 
A ech moved to TILBURG 158332  5 tps [in secs] for AA defence 
of TILBURG 
Maj MURPHY (2IC) and Lieut NEWTON (C tp) returned from 48 hrs 
BRUSSELS leave 
I.O. called to RA, received orders to send off recce party at 
0500 hrs to GELDROP 4816  Main Body to pass Start Pt in 
HILVARENBEEK (1923) at 1600 hrs, thence via MIDDELBEERS, VESSEM 
and EINDHOVEN 

 
 
 

HELMOND (5521) 

29 - 
 

1515 
 
 

1910 

48 hrs leave for ORs, at the rate of 2 or 3 every 2-3 days, 
commenced again. 
A ech left location, joined by E tp at outskirts of TILBURG and 
by B ech at DIESSEN  Arrived HELMOND area 1830 hrs  Other tps 
moved with units to whom they were in sp 
- 1930 Tps engaged enemy aircraft which dropped bombs and flares 
in HELMOND area  One bomb which fell in B ech location set 
fire to amn lorry, caused leg wounds to one DR and damaged 
several vehicles 

 

LIEROP - 
ZOMEREN 

30 1415 A ech moved to ZOMEREN, and 1500 hrs B ech (less wksps) to 
LIEROP and VLERKEN 

 

 31 1500 
2200 

- 1600 hrs, groundshooting on harassing fire tasks and:- 
- 0500 hrs, harassing fire programme in conjunction with fd arty 
14 out of 18 NCOs and men, hitherto attached to HQRA for 
counter-mortar duties, now posted to 15 (S) Div as from 2 Sep 44 

 
See Appx J 
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ZOMEREN - 
LIEROP - ASTEN 

area 

1 - Fwd tps carried out groundshooting tasks during the day in sp of 
fwd Bde's attack, and, in conjunction with field arty, an 
extensive harassing fire programme by night, 2200-0500 hrs 

 
 
See Appx J 

 2 - Tps remained deployed and in some cases moved forward, but owing 
to advances by fwd inf and restriction of arty fire on certain 
areas, no groundshooting targets within range 

 

 3 - C tp in redeploying one sec of 3 guns in fwd area, found new 
posn to be in minefield  The sec located and lifted 47 
Tellermines and reported to RE coy who swept and checked area 

 

 4 1520 CO received orders by phone from CRA to fire in ground role in 
fire plan in sp of div attack next day 

 
See Appx J 

ZOMEREN - 
LIEROP - ASTEN 

area 

5 0730 C tp guns carried out task in above fire plan  Attack was held 
up and Task 16 was continued, fire being kept up intermittently 
until darkness about 1800 hrs, approx 1800 rounds expended 

 

 6 1940 Flares and bombs dropped in ASTEN - ZOMEREN area  Aircraft 
engaged by all troops  Three flares shot down, no planes  
Aircraft not seen, believed 3 Ju 188s 

 

 7 1200 - 1700 hrs C tp groundshooting  Nothing further to report  
 8 1200 C and E tps harboured for 48 hrs rest  2 tps at a time to be 

at rest for 48 hrs during next six days in accordance with div 
arrangements to have each bde rested for 48 hrs in that time 

 

 9  Nothing to report  
 10 1200 C and E tps relieved A and F tps who harboured for rest  
 11  Nothing to report  
 
 
 

ZOMEREN - 
LIEROP - ASTEN 

area 

12 1200 
 
- 
 

A & F tps returned to previous tasks  C and E tps relieved G 
and I tps which harboured for rest 
3 tps of 121 LAA Regt (8 Corps tps) came under comd for 
operational purposes only. These 3 tps were deployed in gun 
areas and, together with the 3 tps of 119 LAA Regt engaged on 
task of AA protection of div arty, were linked by WT to a GL Mk 
II linked in turn to 151 AAOR  Duty officer at the GL to order 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



the appropriate one of sixteen prearranged barrages to be fired, 
according to the course of the plane as plotted by the GL  
Duty officer at GL provided alternately by 119 and 121 LAA 
Regts. 

 13 1000 CO attended CRA's O group to receive infm concerning future ops 
 In consequence, ordered G tp to recce posns protecting arty 
in 6414 area for occupation following day  E tp when relieved 
by I tp on 14 Nov to be held in harbour ready for groundshooting 
task, if necessary, in sp 227 bde. 

 

 14 1200 I tp returned to previous task relieving E tp to harbour, as 
above  G tp deployed area 6414 

 

ZOMEREN - 15 - G tp incorporated into barrage-fireplan, making 7 tps in all  
LIEROP - ASTEN 

area 
16 1600 

 
 
 

1905 

Harassing fire task detailed by CRA allotted to one gun of G tp; 
to fire 60 rounds per hour, 1900-2200 and 0500-0700 hrs, along 
line of double canal from 719090 to 729073  Gun positioned at 
693112 
Harassing fire programme cancelled [enemy pulled out] 

 

 17 1400 
1530 

(approx) E tp deployed round Cl 9 bridge 710039 
Accident to jeep of A tp in area 6908  Schu-mine blew wheel 
off jeep, and after replacement of wheel, another Schu-mine 
injured seriously Gnrs Burren and Hugill  While the casualties 
were being carried on stretchers into an ambulance, a third mine 
exploded injuring Lieut MARSDEN and killing a medical orderly of 
181 Field Regt RA, who was giving assistance  Gnrs Burren and 
Hugill evacuated, Lieut Marsden remained at duty, with injury to 
hand 

 

ZOMEREN - 
LIEROP - ASTEN 

area 

18 - 
 
- 

Lieut Marsden, injured previous day, evacuated for minor 
operation on injured hand  Expected to return shortly 
Lieut RS Maddock posted to 20 LAA Regt via 46 RHU to fill 
captain vacancy 

 

 19 1910 Orders from RA to move A ech at 1100 hrs tomorrow via ZOMEREN br 
and ASTEN to DEURNE area 

 

 20 1030 
1100 

Water trucks of I tp blown up by mine, no casualties 
RHQ A ech moved to VREKWIJK area, arriving 1145 hrs 

 

DEURNE - 
HELENAVEEN - 
BERINGEN area 

21 1000 
- 

Regt and bty B echelons moved to DEURNE area 
The 3 tps of 121 LAA Regt ceased to be under operational 
command, and tps of 119 LAA Regt ceased to be linked to GL 

 

 22 - Bad weather making movement difficult, except on main rds  
 23 - Movement increasingly difficult, especially in HELENAVEEN area 

and in fd arty area (approx 7708). 
 



 
DEURNE - 

24 1830 Permission from RA to take part of RHQ to HORST area on 25 Nov 
when Div HQ and HQRA move there 

 

HORST area 25 1100 Operational half of RHQ moved to 804175 arriving at 1355 hrs  
Joined by remainder of RHQ about 1630 hrs 

 

  1545 1555, 1730 hrs and subsequently, launching of rocket-bombs (V2) 
visible from vapour trails & flash, bearing 64° magnetic. 

 

HORST area 26 1400 
1400 

 
2215 

B ech moved up to join RHQ in area 8071 
- 1630 hrs, guns of I tp successfully engaged targets on EAST 
side of R. MAAS 
Small no. of enemy fighter bombers flew over area, machine-
gunned roads and dropped few bombs  All tps engaged with 
harassing fire  No hits recorded 

 

 27 1400 - 1600 hrs, guns of E and G tps engaged enemy OPs on EAST bank 
of MAAS  Hits observed  Retaliatory enemy fire caused no 
casualties to own tps 

 

HORST area 28 1400 Enemy OPs on EAST bank of MAAS successfully engaged by guns of G 
tp  Operation curtailed when steady rain caused prematures in 
area held by own tps 

 

PANNINGEN area 29 1100 
1400 

- 

Regt A ech moved to PANNINGEN, arriving 1230 hrs 
Bty B echs moved to DE HEIBLOEM 7101 
15 (S) Div, including 119 LAA Regt RA, passed from 8 Corps to 
under comd 12 Corps 

 

 30 1215 
 

1500 
- 

CO attended at HQ 15 (S) Div when Gen O'CONNOR, hitherto comd 8 
Corps, bade farewell to senior officers of 15 (S) Div 
Regt B ech moved to DE HEIBLOEM 7101 
Henceforth A ech (viz:- G and A branches of RHQ, plus LO from 
each bty) to be known as RHQ  The bty HQ's (less BCs and their 
tac HQs) to be known as (bty) A ech  The remainder of the 
regt, less tp F groups (viz:- Q vehs of regt, btys & tps) under 
Lieut QM, to be known as B ech 
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PANNINGEN area 1 1300 
1400 
1500 

(approx) E tp deployed round Div HQ, Panningen, 7704 
1 sjt and 11 OR joined from 97 A tk regt (being disbanded) 
Future tasks allotted by CRA (1) neutralization of enemy OPs 
(towers, churches, etc) on EAST bank of R MAAS, to begin 2 Dec, 
(2) harassing fire tasks on likely enemy supply routes leading 
towards EAST bank of R MAAS, to begin at H hour (0745) 3 Dec  
For first task, one med gun (59 AGRA) and 129/86 (SP) A tk bty 
(12 Corps tps) placed in support 

 

 2 0930 
 
 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1230 
 
 
- 

W/Lt SHAW (and batman) joined from 97 A tk regt, to take up 
appointment as tp subn (and batman-driver) in I tp 392 bty. The 
11 OR, who joined on 1 Dec, returned to 97 A tk regt on orders 
from higher authy, in view of alteration in arrangements for 
posting personnel for training as infantry. 
hrs approx, engagement of enemy OPs commenced  Also 
registration with aid of Air OP on future harassing fire 
targets, but soon abandoned owing to bad weather 
approx, supporting med gun missed route, in looking for gun 
posn, and fell into enemy hands, in spite of warning delivered 
by own fwd tps. 
One gun of super heavy regt placed in support to deal with very 
strong tower at 876054, probable enemy OP  Subsequently fired 
and scored 7 or 8 hits causing damage and fire 
Regt groundshooting fireplan composed and issued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Appx J. 

 3 0745 
 
 

1150 

Groundshooting programme fired [subsequently extended for 
further 2 hours, and later extended until amn expended] in sp of 
44 Bde attack on BLERICK area 8908-8909 
Retaliatory enemy shellfire caused casualties (DC, L sjt & 4 
ORs) at E tp groundshooting position 
After amn expended, groundshooting guns withdrew to previous AA 
positions  Approx 5000 rds had been fired, and most successful 
results observed 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 4 1030 
 
 

1245 

G tp came out of action to harbour at B ech, and I tp to conc 
round 190 Fd Regt who had conc, since 46 bde gp (to whom they 
were in sp) were going back to rest area 
and 1810 hrs, shelling of C tp caused total of 3 cas 

 

 5 1200 
- 

1315 

I tp came out of action to harbour with 190 Fd Regt near ASTEN 
Lieut MARSDEN (A tp subaltern) rejoined 
2 Me 109s engaged by F, A and C tps  No claims 

 

 6 1100 
 
 

1630 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

CO attended CRA's conference and received orders for regt during 
the division's stay in the area (see RA 15 (S) Div Op Instr No 
17) 
CO holds O Gp to give BCs orders in accordance with those 
received from CRA  btys to spend two weeks (each) in the line, 
and one week back, changing over at the same times as the 
brigades to which they are respectively affiliated  Whilst in 
the line, one tp per bty to give LAA protection to fd arty area 
of bde gp, one tp AA protection of div HQ, and one tp in 
readiness for any groundshooting (esp. HF) which may be required 
 Whilst at rest out of the line, the first 3 days to be 
devoted to energetic cleaning, care, and maint of vehs guns & 
eqpt of all kinds; the last 4 days to be spent in training [gun-
drill, aircraft recognition, etc] in mornings and organised 
recreation after midday  System of regt echelons to be 
modified so that B ech, under Lt QM, consists of RHQ 'Q' staff 
and vehicles, and BQMS with minimum 'Q' vehs and personnel from 
each bty; remainder of bty HQ to find accn in respective bde 
areas (when in the line) as near as possible to RHQ  Accn for 
bty at rest to be found in PANNINGEN area, and for B ech also 
Posting order received for 307087 Lieut A MACPHERSON, but 
officer not joined 

 
See Appx J (of ORIGINAL 
only) 

 7 - Recces carried out in accordance with orders cited above  
 8 a.m. 

p.m. 
390 bty HQ moved to 784062 and B ech to 757057 
Line laid to 390 bty HQ and to E tp (at which also 391 bty tac 
HQ) and wireless closed down at 2215 hrs 

 

 9 a.m. 391 bty HQ moved to 786043, and 392 bty (less I tp) moved to 
798078  C tp ceased firing in area MAASBREE and harboured at 
EGCHELBOEK, prepared to send forward guns for HF tasks when 
required 

 

 10 a.m. OC 391 recced OP at 843023, at instance of OC 131 Fd Regt  
 11 1630 Shell hit building occupied by RHQ officers' mess and batmen's 

sleeping quarters at PANNINGEN  One gnr wounded seriously and 
evacuated 

 



391 bty OP manned from before first light till after dark, and 
to continue to be so manned until further notice 

 12 0955 Two Me 109s in area 8307, at approx 2000 ft, engaged by all guns 
of A and F tps  3 hits claimed and one plane last seen diving 
and emitting smoke  CO subsequently ordered every gun to be 
manned with minimum det from 0800-1100 hrs daily as planes 
during morning believed spotting for likely arty targets 
(normally only one gun per sec is manned with minimum det, and 
remaining guns in sec have air sentry on gun and det at close 
call) 

 

 13 - 391 bty OP ceased to be resourced  
 14 - Div Comd agreed to policy of leaving LAA (in ground role) to 

deal with enemy OPs, saving 25 pr amn 
(See Appx J) 

 15 1000 
 
 
 
 
- 
- 

CRA's O gp, attended by CO 119  Reserve bde gp to deploy 
shortly in area held by flanking bde of 53 div  LAA tp to 
accompany (190) fd regt to new deployment area, leaving only one 
LAA tp at rest, one harboured but ready to send guns fwd to 
groundshooting positions, remainder deployed in AA role 
140 rounds fired in ground role at OPs on EAST bank of R. MAAS 
One gun attached to B Sqn of 15 (S) Recce Regt for engagement of 
enemy OPs in area VELDEN 9014 

 

 16 1430 - 1630 hrs 144 rounds fired in ground role, particularly 
successful against VELDEN church (47 hits out of 51 rounds) 

 

 17 0800 
 
 

1000 
 
 
 
 
 

1100 
1100 

 
 
- 

2 bdrs, 2 L bdrs, 27 ORs left regt, posted to 46 RHU for 
training as infantry - all A1, aged 20-25 (or volunteers below 
32), to be replaced by lower category personnel 
onwards, considerable enemy air activity, Me 109s and 262s (jet 
propelled) in twos and threes flew over div area intermittently 
throughout the day, sometimes at zero feet  Me 163s also 
believed seen, but enemy aircraft were mainly Me 262s  Small 
number of bombs dropped  Approx 1500 rounds expended and 
several hits claimed 
I tp deployed in AA def of 190 Fd Regt, area 7698 
- 1600 hrs, 236 rounds fired in ground role, included 
registration by air OP on road targets, and 61 hits on BELFELD 
church, as well as many on other likely enemy OPs 
In view of increased air activity, CO ordered the period during 
which all guns deployed are manned by minimum manning det 
(hitherto 0800 - 1100 hrs), to be extended to include all hours 
of daylight 

 



 18 0930 
 
 

1200 
- 
 
 
- 

hrs onwards, considerable air activity but less than on 17 Dec 
 Me 262s (usually in small groups) were the main target, 
approx 700 rounds being fired, several hits claimed   
C tp deployed to increase AA def of PANNINGEN area 
During the day 237 rounds were fired in ground role; 76 hits 
scored on church at BELFELD, and nearby house set on fire; other 
enemy OPs and MG posts also engaged, and casualties caused 
Capt HOGG (Regt MO) left, posted to 31 FDS, replaced by 226544 
Capt WALKER, W.A. 

 

 19 - 
 

0930 
 
 
- 
 

1500 

Groundshooting cancelled owing to misty conditions making 
observation impossible 
C tp deployed one sec 7102 (later, 7294) in defence of guns of 
59 med regt engaged in calibration  Sec remained on this task 
till midday 20 Dec 
A tp officially credited with one Me 109 category 2 at 1000 hrs 
on 17 Dec 
Arrival of 18 gnr rfts, ex-116 LAA Regt  Few duty gunners 
(which was main requirement), mainly drivers, motorcyclists, 
storemen, etc 

 

 20 - 
 
 

1100 
 

1130 

Capt Walker (Regt MO) left, posted to 162 Fd Amb replaced by 
Capt Willbush [attached pending arrival of 306068 Lieut Hicks AC 
posted from 153 Fd Amb. 
Tps reverted to normal state of manning - one gun per sec, only, 
manned after 1100 hrs daily 
- 1330 hrs, E tp fired 50 rounds at road and rly targets in 
VENLO  Results not observed because of mist 

 

 21 1400 
 

1600 

B ech, forced to move owing to arrival of HQ 8 AGRA, joined 390 
bty HQ at 793078 
Five rfts arrived from 31 RHU, all either of rank or of trade 
such as to be surplus to regt WE. 

 

 22 - 
 
 
 
 
 

2030 

General concern owing to boldness of enemy patrols and raiding 
parties on WEST side of R MAAS  Defence plan for whole of 
PANNINGEN area coordinated at higher level  RHQ given a sector 
of village perimeter on which to dig [and, in emergency, to man] 
defence posns  Area of responsibility also allotted to 
scattered secs, bty & tp HQs  Work of digging was begun p.m. 
Maj HOOS and Lieut HOWARD injured when their jeep collided with 
bren carrier in SEVENUM area  Both officers evacuated through 
23 FDS  Replaced by Capt Sargeant and Lieut Goodman who, with 
det of G tp, att themselves to 181 Fd Regt for possible ground 
tasks 

 



 23 1015 
 
 

1700 

CRA 15 (S) Div presented C-in-C's certificates [for good 
conduct] to RSM Carr and Sjt Standen at a representative parade 
of all ranks from all sub-units 
- 2300 hrs RHQ and tps in immediate vicinity of PANNINGEN sent 
out patrols intermittently to round up civilians not in 
possession of passes authorising them to be out after curfew  
Civilians handed over to FSP 

 

 24 1000 
 

1300 
 
 

2215 
 
- 

- 1100 and 1530 - 1630 Groundshooting at targets on EAST side of 
R MAAS  100 rounds fired 
Orders from RA to maintain increased state of vigilance for 48 
hr period commencing 1600 hrs today, in view of possibility of 
enemy across R MAAS 
GOC, CRA and other offrs of Div HQ visited offrs mess and 
remained till 2330 hrs 
During the day Lt Partridge left the theatre to attend photo 
interpretation course at School of Mil Int, Matlock 

 

 25 - Excellent Christmas dinner enjoyed by all troops and HQs  
Civilians everywhere helped to give extra cheer by providing 
hospitality, etc  Nothing further to report 

 

 26 1415 All guns put on the alert when report was received of 300 enemy 
fighters approaching area  Fighters did not appear 

 

 27 0905 Two Me 262s, flying over area, at extreme range, engaged by C E 
& F tps without any hits being claimed 

 

 28 1030 CRA requested one section for demonstration of ground firing for 
CCRA 8 Corps on 1 Jan 45  Also directed two sections to be 
available as mobile reserve, with 102 A tk Regt, in case of 
enemy attack across R. MAAS 

 

 29 - Intermittent shelling of PANNINGEN - HELDEN area during 
afternoon and evening 

 

 30 1100 
 
 

1300 
 

1600 
1300 

Trial demonstration [for CRA] of groundshooting with sec of 3 
guns (ground and air OPs) in preparation for demonstration 
before CCRA, arranged for 1 Jan 45 
Three shells [122mm] fell behind buildings occupied by RHQ in 
PANNINGEN  One OR cas evacuated 
RHQ moved to join B ech at 793078 
One gun in ground role silenced enemy mortar, and engaged tpt 
(by sound bearing) during the day. 

 

 31 - Groundshooting during the day by one gun  
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PANNINGEN area 1 - 
 
 

0920 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1130 

During the first 20 mins of the New Year, considerable activity 
along the front - fd arty & AA arty fire, flares, small arms & 
MG fire, low-flying planes, etc. 
- 1000 hrs, considerable enemy air activity over the div area, 
mostly low-flying recce, but also low-level bombing and ground-
strafing  Me 109s, FW 190s, and jet-propelled aircraft were 
engaged by all tps  Six planes (Me 109s and FW 190s) were 
claimed shot down by the regt during the morning, and the CO 
later received congratulations, on behalf of the regt, from the 
GOC and from other units of the div 
A successful demonstration was given for CCRA 8 Corps - a sec of 
three guns engaging operational ground targets, as a section, 
and controlled by Air OP  CCRA met 2IC, BCs, QM and RSM before 
the demonstration 

 

 2 1500 
 

1530 

63401 T/Maj SUGDEN arrived to take up appointment as OC 390 bty, 
bringing batman, driver and jeep. 
20 rounds expended in ground role at target EAST of R. MAAS 

 

 3 ) - Slight thaw giving rise to mist which cut down groundshooting  
 4 ) - 

0700 
activities 
Thaw precautions caused limitation of all except light (and 
priority) transport  Restrictions relaxed later in the day 
(approx 1800 hrs) 

 

 5 1500 18 rounds expended in ground role at target EAST of R. MAAS  
 6 1430 17 rounds fired at ground target EAST of R. MAAS  
 7 1000 

 
1300 

 
1600 

onwards, CREME 15 (S) Div carried out inspection of vehicles of 
the regiment 
- 1415 hrs, groundshooting at targets EAST of R. MAAS  Direct 
hits included two on house, which caught fire and burned out 
Enemy SP gun engaged and hit by one 40 mm groundshooting 

 

 8 1340 Enemy strongpoint engaged  Buildings hit, but not set on fire  
 9 - Nothing to report  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 10 1000 
 
 

1400 
2135 

Groundshooting gun, hitherto deployed with 181 Fd Regt, 
withdrawn to harbour when 181 Fd Regt were relieved by 25 Fd 
Regt 
B ech moved to PANNINGEN 
Extreme frost warning received and passed on  Minimum 
temperatures of 5 - 10 degrees Fahrenheit expected 

 

 11 - Frost continued throughout day - slow thaw predicted for 12 Jan  
 12 1015 

 
- 

One gun fired 16 rounds into TEGELEN to test gun which had had 
minor defect repaired by unit wksps 
Slight thaw only in afternoon; low temperatures again by night 

 

 13 - Nothing to report  
 14 1415 

 
 
 
 
 

2130 

CO held conference of BCs to lay down training programme for 
coming 6 weeks  Policy-training on det and sec basis to bring 
rfts up to standard and to train reserve Nos 1 and layers  
Training and inter-det competitions to include gunnery, aircraft 
recognition and modelmaking, mechanism, general military 
knowledge 
Extreme frost warning received and passed on  Thaw predicted 
for following day 

 

 15 - Thaw did not materialize, but night slightly less cold than 
14/15 

 

 16 1930 hrs, 2020 hrs & 2135 hrs, concs of enemy shellfire in close 
vicinity of RHQ location, probably aimed at nearby med regt  
No cas in this unit 

 

 17 - Training periods, decided on 14 Jan, now functioning  
 18 - Wind rose considerably  Gale warning issued during evening and 

departure of UK leave party a.m. 19th cancelled 
 

 19 - 
1100 

 
 

1600 

Wind often at gale force until dropping during afternoon 
Lt-Col Ackland arrived from School of AA Arty, Manorbier, to 
spend 24 hrs with the regt to find out latest trends in tactical 
handling of LAA 
214250 Lt HE CRANE joined regt on attachment from 31 RHU  
Attached to E tp 391 bty 

 

 20 1830 Recce parties ordered to leave Div HQ at 0830 hrs 21 Jan for 
HERENTHALS - LIERRE area 

 

 21 1645 Orders from HQRA to move a.m. 22 Jan to area SOUTH of ANTWERP, 
leaving behind 3 tps deployed with fd arty, to follow later 

 

 
 

PANNINGEN and 
GHEEL - 

22 0915 Regt less 3 tps left PANNINGEN area for WAVRE ST CATHERINE (J 
7579) but were halted short of HERENTHALS by officers who had 
gone fwd to contact recce party in new area  Owing to change 
of div plan, future area now being TILBURG (E 13), regt 

 



HERENTHALS 
areas 

harboured in villages between HERENTHALS (J 99) and GHEEL (K 08) 
 Accommodated in small groups mostly in civilians' houses, 
great kindness shown by the inhabitants 

 23 a.m. Reconnaissance of TILBURG and HILVARENBEEK (E 1924) areas for 
concentration of regt by btys 

 

 24 0930 A and F tps ceased firing and moved to TILBURG area  On 
information (subsequently found to be false) that I tp were 
moving also, permission was obtained for 392 bty HQ & G tp to 
move into TILBURG, which they did 1500-1700 hrs 

 

 25 - 
2015 

I tp moved to TILBURG area, arriving 2030 hrs 
Orders received to move remainder of regt to TILBURG area a.m. 
26th in small groups 

 

TILBURG area 26 1010 Regt (less 3 tps) left GHEEL area for TILBURG - HILVARENEBEK - 
DIESSEN area; all in new locations by 1530 hrs 

 

 27 1000 C.O. attended conference at RA on future ops, followed by recce, 
lasting till last light. 

 

 28 - Wireless working period 281500A-291100A for deception regarding 
future op 

 

 29 - Confirmation from 8 Corps of 5½ out of the 6 category 1 claims 
made by the regt in respect of aircraft shot down on 1 Jan 45 

 

 30 - Nothing to report  
 31 0600 Wireless working period till 012200A for purpose of confusing 

enemy intercept with regard to future op 
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TILBURG - 1 1000 214250 Lt H.E. CRANE left to rejoin his present unit, 31 RHU.  
HILVARENBEEK 
and DIESSEN 

area 

2 1130 
 
 

1900 

260309 Rev J.P. MARSDEN, Ch Cl IV left unit for attachment to HQ 
Second Army tps, to be replaced by 266827 Rev L.R. EARNSHAW from 
HQ 8 Corps. 
BCs briefed for forthcoming op by 2IC (CO being on UK leave). 

 

 3 0900 2IC and reps carried out recce of future regt area and fd gun 
area to which the regt is to give LAA protection in future op. 

 

 4 1030 All officers attended a briefing by GOC 30 Corps and GOC 15 (S) 
Div given to all officers of the div in TILBURG 

 

 5 1600 Three tps affiliated to Fd arty joined fd regts and moved with 
them to harbour in new deployment area early on 6 Feb  Small 
regt residue formed to adm leave parties etc and guard 
unessential stores left at GOIRLE on Div Adm Gp for duration of 
op. 

 

 
 

NIJMEGEN 
area 

6. 1845 The regt, less 3 tps, moved from HILVARENBEEK - TILBURG area in 
div column via S'HERTOGENBOSCH and RAVESTEIN to NIJMEGEN area  
Many delays on latter part of journey where route went cross-
country on minor tracks  Arrived in new area approx 0545 hrs, 
tps to harbour close to future deployment positions 
Information received (via RA) of the award of BEM to 6350326 Sjt 
KEMPSTON, for gallantry in FRANCE 

 

 7 - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day of preparation for attack following day  OC 392 bty in 
charge of 7 traffic-control WT trucks for use on gaps in 
minefield and anti-tank ditch  One tp LAA (C tp) to take part 
in "PEPPERPOT", a mass of MMGs, Bofors, A tk guns, tanks, 
mortars, designed to neutralize selected areas of enemy FDLs for 
approx 5 hours before the attack  Remaining five tps of this 
regt to deploy over fd arty areas of 15 (S) Div and of Guards 
Armd Div, the LAA regt of the latter being entirely committed in 
a ground role in the Pepperpot 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



2235 CRA 15 Div rang up with infm that 94 LAA Regt (Gds Armd Div) 
would not now take part in Pepperpot  As many guns as possible 
of 119 LAA Regt would therefore fire Pepperpot tasks  OC 119 
LAA Regt conferred with OC 1 Mx (OC Pepperpot), ordered (1) E tp 
to take on tasks with one sec from present position (2) G tp to 
move immediately by night to new posn from which the majority of 
the pepperpot targets could be engaged (3) A and F tps to take 
on certain tasks at extreme ground range from present positions 
[N.B. Not possible for tractor-towed guns to move and redeploy 
by night under such difficult conditions]  C tp to make no 
alteration in Pepperpot tasks already allotted to the tp 

 8 0530 
 
 
 

1200 
 

1300 
 

1730 

- 1015 Pepperpot tasks fired as ordered  Later report by 
eyewitness in fwd OP stated that LAA fire appeared extremely 
effective and set ablaze one or more houses  Approx 13500 
rounds fired 
OC 392 reported to div HQ with LOs in jeeps fitted with WT, for 
traffic control duties 
Lieut PARTRIDGE returned from course and leave in UK having 
reported to 44 RHU (in UK) on 19 Jan 45 
Four SP guns of C tp moved fwd with 44 (L) Inf Bde to support 
tanks with directional fire through gaps in minefield, but not 
able to reach destination owing to roads being blocked and whole 
area badly bogged  Went into action in area BOERSTEEG where 
considerable numbers of AFVs were bogged down 

 

 9 1830 
 
 

2200 
 
 
 
- 

Traffic control posts were stood down, but to be held in 
readiness for employment again soon  Complimented on their 
work 
- 2230 Single enemy bombers flew over NIJMEGEN area, dropping 
flares and a few bombs probably aimed at moving tpt columns  
Damage not known  Engaged by A, E, F, G and I tps firing 
approx 450 rounds  No claims 
During the day 1/LT HEYBROCK, attached as interpreter since 3 
Oct, left to take up another appointment, and was replaced by 
FRANS VAN DRIEL, holding rank of sjt 

 

 10 1500 The 4 SP guns of C tp, deployed at BOERSTEEG, returned to 
original deployment position at 7457 & all tp harboured 

 

 11 1000 
 

1430 
2300 

2IC and I.O. left to establish tac HQ with HQRA in their new 
location at NUTTERDEN 8455 (first entry into Germany) 
C tp moved into quarters in NIJMEGEN 
Orders received from tac HQ to warn C and G tps to stand by for 
possible move on 12 Feb and for Adjt to take fwd RHQ office vehs 
to join tac HQ. 

 



 12 1255 Orders from RA by RT to cancel all today's proposed moves, 
timings for which were being brought back by 2IC in a "WEASEL". 
Reason for cancellation, flooding over 3 ft deep between WYLER 
and KRANENBURG preventing any vehs smaller than 3-ton trucks 
from getting through  C E & G tps (all SP) to be prepared for 
possible move 13 Feb if conditions permit 

 

 13 1400 
 
 
- 

E tp, to obtain shelter and some degree of comfort for the men, 
allowed to move from former fd gun area [now unoccupied] to SE 
outskirts of NIJMEGEN, keeping one section deployed 
No move fwd for SP tps 

 

 14 1030 
2130 

 
2255 

Again, warning order from RA for move of SP tps 
Orders received for SP tps to leave NIJMEGEN at 0600 hrs on 15th 
and travel via MOOK and HEKKENS to CLEVE area 
Orders received from Rear Div HQ for move of remainder of regt 
[less residue still in GOIRLE] not before 151800A 
Increased air activity during the day, owing to better weather 
 Small number of Me 262s engaged at 0830 & at 1630 hrs 

 

NIJMEGEN 
and CLEVE area 

15 0600 
1515 

 
 
 

2340 

Three SP tps moved to deploy around div fd arty fwd of CLEVE 
Orders received, no move before 161800A for remainder of regt, 
but 119 to be responsible for move of entire RA group still in 
NIJMEGEN area [incl 102 A tk regt less three btys, elements of 
131, 181, 86 fd regts], in the absence of any rep of HQRA 
- 0100 hrs, two guns of G tp gave directional fire for attack by 
46 bde 

 

 16 0700 - 0730 hrs, two guns groundshooting at wood 9650 
RHQ, bty HQs, A, F & I tps moved by night to CLEVE area arriving 
0230 - 0330 hrs at new locations 

 

 17 1000 OC 119 LAA ordered to be in charge of two 'pepperpots', of LAA 
MMGs & mortars, to fire in support of 15 (S) Div attack on GOCH 
early 19 Feb  Timing subsequently put fwd to p.m. 18th 

See Appx J 

 18 1300 
 
 
 

2145 

Pepperpots, incl C & E tps LAA firing in ground role, engaged 
targets as arranged  C tp engaged further targets after H hr 
and remained in situ when E tp returned to redeploy as part of 
LAA defence of CLEVE  Approx 8,000 rounds of 40 mm fired 
CO called to HQRA to arrange 'pepperpot' in sp of 227 bde attack 
p.m. 19th, to incl LAA, A tk & MMGs  Attack subsequently 
postponed to a.m. 20th 

 

 
 
 
 
 

19 0800 
 
 
 
 

E tp/391 bty moved into fwd area, ready for 'pepperpot' 
groundshooting  C tp engaged ground targets, during the day, 
from their 'pepperpot' location 

 



 
 

CLEVE - BEDBURG 
area 

1515 
 
 

1530 

WO II Morton, sjt-major of F tp/391 bty, killed by shellfire 
while travelling through CLEVE (the town & environs being 
constantly under intermittent shellfire) 
- 1700 RHQ moved in two sections to join Div HQ in area BEDBURG 

CLEVE - GOCH 
area 

20 1030 C & E tps fired in 'pepperpot' commanded by OC 119 LAA Regt See Appx J 

 21 - 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

Increased air activity (fine weather)  Raids by small groups 
of Me 262s at 1130 - 1145 and 1720 - 1745 hrs  Several small 
bombs dropped - no cas to this unit  Several hits claimed - 
one aircraft claimed destroyed and one severely damaged  Also, 
one Ju 188 engaged by moonlight at 2100 hrs - no claims  
Approx 2500 rounds expended in all 
CO 119 in charge of 'pepperpot' of LAA, MMG & A tk, to fire in 
sp 46 (H) bde attack on 22 Feb  A tk subsequently cancelled, 
as amn not available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Appx J 

 22 1400 'Pepperpot' fired, but in modified form, as decision had been 
made to reduce the depth of 46 (H) bde's attack in view of 
increased local enemy strength  Approx 2000 rounds 40mm HE 
expended  G & E tps (both SP) remained in situ after firing, 
available for tasks in sp of 44 (L) bde attack 23 Feb  3 guns 
F tp (non-SP) which had fired in ground role from 931431 
returned to original positions in fd arty area 9346 

 

 23 0930 
 

1600 
1825 

- 1010 hrs, E & G tps fired 750 rds at area targets in sp of 44 
(L) bde attack 
10 rfts arrived, including 8 much-needed trained gun-numbers 
C tp HQ shelled  Water truck damaged but no cas 

 

 24 0545 
 

1800 
 
 
 

1845 

- 0645 hrs, G & E tps fired 1675 rounds at ground targets area 
930390 in sp of attack by 53 (W) Div 
Orders received for move on 25 Feb, less 4 tps, to area TILBURG 
 Three non-SP tps to remain deployed with div fd arty and to 
come out of action with them later, one tp (SP) to remain 
deployed round div HQ 
F tp HQ shelled  3 gun tyres and 1 MC badly damaged  No cas 

 

 25 1000 Regt less 4 tps left BEDBURG for move to TILBURG area, passing 
SP in GOCH 1105 hrs  Some shelling in GOCH area - no cas to 
this unit  Arrived in harbour locations in OISTERWIJK (2334) 
and surrounding area approx 1615 hrs 

 

 26 - 
 
- 

C tp left GOCH area, when Div HQ moved, and arrived to harbour 
in OISTERWIJK approx 1615 hrs 
Remainder of the regt (less 3 tps still deployed with fd arty) 
began rest period to be devoted to thorough cleaning and 
maintenance of vehicles, equipment, etc 

 



 27 0900 RHQ occupied location vacated the previous evening by 92 LAA 
Regt (3 Brit Div), and btys and B ech adjusted their layout in 
the village and surroundings of OISTERWIJK 

 

 28 - A F & I tps warned for move not before 2000 hrs, from GOCH - 
CLEVE area to OISTERWIJK, when div fd arty pulls out 
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OISTERWIJK 1 0400 - 0700, A F & I tps arrived from GOCH - CLEVE area  
 2 - Training and care & maint of eqpt continued  Nothing to report  
 3  Nothing to report  
 4 a.m. 35 representatives sent to Div Church Parade at TILBURG  
 5 0900 

 
- 

Warning order received for move to MOLL - BOURG LEOPOLD - DIEST 
area  Recce parties despatched 1130 hrs 
Instructions received for probable conversion of two dets per 
troop to .5" MMG detachments instead of Bofors  One officer, 
two det comds and two layers despatched for course on .5" MG 
eqpt at 21 Army Gp Practice Camp (AA) MIDDELKERKE near OSTEND 

 

MOLL - BERINGEN 6 0830 - 1900 RHQ, btys & B ech moved to new locations  
- ZONHOVEN - 7 - Training and care & maint of eqpt continued  
DIEST area 8 - Instructions received for 5 detachments to report to 21 Army Gp 

Practice Camp AA for trg as .5" MG dets  Subsequently altered 
to 2 detachments only, to report on 14 Mar 

 

 9 - Preliminary instructions received for exercise BUFFALO (assault 
river crossing) to be held in near future  Training for this 
unit to include backing of vehicles on to mock-up rafts, etc 

 

 10 - Nothing to report  Capt Beattie (bty capt 391 bty) admitted to 
hospital 

 

 11 - Nothing to report  
 12 p.m. Two SP guns and two guns & tractors took part in loading trials 

with Class 9 rafts 
 

 13 a.m. 
 
- 

Two detachments despatched to 21 Army Group Practice Camp AA, 
for trg as .5" MG dets. 
CO received during the day preliminary infm at HQRA regarding 
future operation  Air photos received 

 

 14 0700 CO left with OC 391 bty for recce of area of future op, 
returning 1805 hrs 
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 15 1000 - 1100 hrs, C.O. and OC 1 Mx discussed "pepperpots" to be fired 
in support of future op  1215 - 1245 hrs, C.O. discussed 
details of future op with OC 102 (NH) A Tk Regt. 

 

 16 1800 CO gave preliminary briefing to bty and tp comds on LAA tasks in 
future op, as follows:- 3 tps to take part, one in each of three 
"pepperpots"; 1½ tps to gve directional aid for craft crossing 
river in darkness, 1½ tps to deploy in AA role over 3 AGRA area 
(Remainder of area being given AA defence by 100 AA Bde) 

 

 17 a.m. 
 

p.m. 

2IC contacted LVT comd ref location of LVT crossing points and 
tp comds carried out detailed recces for pepperpots 
Warning order received for harbour parties to go to new area on 
18 Mar 

 

 18 1000 
1030 

Harbour parties left for new area A 0738 
CO held coordinating conference of reps from all units concerned 
in "pepperpots", to fix siting of weapons and amn dumps 

 

 19 1000 
 
 

2000 

CO infm by CRA of fresh tasks for "pepperpots" and increased 
allotment of weapons  Fireplan accordingly extended and 
finalized, after discussion with OC 1 Mx 
Orders received from RA for move to new area by night 20/21 
March 

 
 
See Appx J 

SONSBECK - 
XANTEN area 

20 1800 approx - 0400, regt moved via MAESEYCK and VENLO to 
concentration area 

 

 21 1430 
 
- 

CO briefed all officers of the regt on plan and timings of 
future op 
Pepperpot fireplan extended, to include 9 guns 108 LAA Regt, but 
reduced, as to A tk gun tasks, owing to shortage of amn 

 

 22 1200 
1700 

A tp moved to lie up in future deployment area (u/c 3 AGRA) 0638 
C, E & F tps moved (4 guns each) to lie up close to Pepperpot 
areas 

 

 23 0800 
 

1400 
 
- 
 
 

1625 

approx, 3 guns each of G and I tps moved to positions from which 
to give directional fire for LVTs crossing RHINE by night 
A tp and 3 guns of I tp deployed in 3 AGRA area  Four guns 
each of C E & F tps deployed in Pepperpot areas 
During the day btys established tac HQs fwd, one to control 
directional night-firing, and two (with 2IC) to control three 
pepperpots 
Message from RA that the operation is to take place tonight 

 

 24 0100 
 
 
 
 

- 0145 & 0220 - 0330, pepperpot fireplan fired - 1347 rounds 40 
mm HE expended, in support of 15 (S) Div assault crossing of 
RHINE 

 



0155 
 
 

1000 
 

a.m. 

- 0215 Directional fire given by 3 guns each of G & I tps to 
guide 6 crossings of R RHINE [3 on 44 (L) bde front and 3 on 227 
(H) bde front] 
British & USA Airborne divisions passed overhead, followed up by 
supplies at intervals during the day 
Tac HQs of 392 bty & 2IC, and guns of G & I tps returned to 
harbour having completed their functions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARIENBAUM - 
BISLICH - 

SONSBECK area 

25 a.m. 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1430 
 

p.m. 

A, F & I tps joined 181, 131 and 190 Fd Regts ready to cross R 
RHINE with them and to be in sp  A tp crossed a.m. with 181 Fd 
Regt  I tp deployed in 190 Fd Regt area, as not likely to 
cross before 26 Mar 45 
CO received orders to send three tps [less 40 mm eqpts, vehs and 
drivers] to hold rd juncs at 158415, 159416, 158426, 160425 and 
161419, in infantry role, to protect bridge building operations 
in 1341 area from possible interference from any enemy still at 
large in woods 1742 - 1843  C E & G tps under comd 2IC took up 
positions, as ordered, before last light, having crossed river 
in Buffaloes (LVTs) 
- 1700 RHQ, 391 and 392 bty HQs and B ech moved by small groups 
to MARIENBAUM - WARDT area 
Single enemy aircraft overhead on several occasions after dark 
attacking probably gun area and bridging  One Ju 188 engaged 
by F and I tps about 2000 hrs - no claims  I tp also engaged 
approx 2300 hrs. 

 

 26. 0115 
 
 
 
 

1200 
1630 

Orders received from RA for move of 60 vehs of regt across R 
RHINE, 1100 - 1130  But timings subsequently put back, and 
cancelled for the day  Bty HQs and SP tps vehs nevertheless 
harboured at RHQ location in preparation for move  Recce 
parties crossed river to recce new area, 1147 
C E & G tps released from infantry role 
2IC established tac HQ with HQRA at BERGEN 

 

 
 

Near REE 

27 1000 
1400 

 
 

2130 

CO took tac HQ across R RHINE 
- 1540 RHQ, bty HQs, tpt of SP tps, B ech and REME moved by 
small groups to cross by Class 9 bridge at 090470 and harbour in 
fields 1½ miles beyond 
- 2200 hrs, personnel of C E & G tps who had been employed in 
infantry role rejoined tpt at regt harbour location  E and G 
tps moved off in preparation for groundshooting against woods at 
1352 in support of attack early 28 Mar  One gun of C tp also 
taken forward for possible use in ground role in sp 44 (L) Bde 

 

 28 0815 
 
E & G tps commenced ground firing in support of attacks by 46 
(H) bde a.m. and by 227 (H) bde p.m. to clear woods in area 1352 

See Appx J 



 
 

1015 
 
 

1100 
 

1730 

 Approx 2600 rounds expended, and all infantry objectives 
gained 
- 1200, one gun of C tp fired approx 60 rounds HE and SAP at 
church tower at 196537, scoring about 30 hits  Inf of 44 (L) 
bde who had been held up, subsequently advanced 3000 yds 
- 1500 RHQ, B ech and Wksps moved in small groups to LOH area, 
joined there subsequently by 390 & 391 bty HQs 
Recce parties left for harbour area, 1748, into which the regt 
is to move 29 Mar 45, when div has passed into Corps reserve 

BISLICHER 
WALD 

29 1400 - 1600, C E & G tps, all bty HQs, RHQ, B ech & Wksps moved to 
harbour area 1748  A tp remained deployed in area and F and I 
tps subsequently moved to same approx area with 131 and 190 fd 
regts respectively, F tp to harbour and I tp remaining deployed 

 

 30 - 
 
- 

Regt credited with one Me 262 damaged (Category II), and a share 
in one Me 262 destroyed, on 21 Feb 45 
Day devoted to maint of all eqpt, especially vehicles, in 
preparation for possible long move shortly 

 

 31 - Cleaning & maint of eqpt  
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BISLICHER WALD 1 1130 CRA 15 (S) Inf Div addressed the regt, to congratulate them on 
past achievements and to exhort them to an equally high standard 
when the fighting is over and the more tedious task of clearing 
up is still to be done. 

 

 2 1030 GOC 15(S) Inf Div, accompanied by CRA, visited the regt, 
inspected the men on parade and the 18 SP guns of the regt, 
which were lined up on the parade ground  He congratulated the 
regt on their turnout and past exploits [in both ground and AA 
role] and warned against the far-reaching dangers of 
fraternization 

 

 3 1800 
1500 

 
2240 

Regt recce parties left for WINTERSWIJK area 
(approx) I tp moved with 190 Fd Regt in 46 (H) Bde Group to 
harbour area south of WINTERSWIJK 
Move to WINTERSWIJK area cancelled owing to div coming under 
comd 8 Corps  Move to GREVEN area now probable for 4 Apr 

 

 
BURGSTEINFURT 
- GREVEN area 

4 a.m. 
 
 

1500 

A & F tps moved with fd regts in 44 (L) & 227 (H) Bde Gps to 
BURGSTEINFURT - GREVEN area  I tp also moved, with 46 (H) Bde 
Gp. 
Remainder of regt moved to harbour west of GREVEN arriving 
approx 2200 hrs 

 

 
 
 

GREVEN - 
TECKLENBURG 

area 
 
 
 
 
 

5 a.m. 
 
 
 

p.m. 
 
- 

F and I tps deployed by sections to give protection in combined 
AA and infantry role at bridges over RIVER EMS at 929948 and 
911886 and over DORTMUND-EMS Canal at 960027 and 978892  In 
action before 1200 hrs  One sec C tp added later at 960027 
A tp moved with 181 Fd Regt, and remainder of regt moved to 
harbour near TECKLENBURG 
Instructions received from Div HQ that future standard layout 
will be that Div HQ is surrounded by HQ A tk regt and one bty, 
HQ LAA Regt and one bty, HQ Recce Regt and one sqn, and HQ Sp Bn 
and D Coy [or one pl, if remainder committed]  Rep of 119 LAA 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 
GREVEN 

Regt [2IC] to sub-allot areas and coordinate defence 
arrangements 

LAVELSLOH and 
TECKLENBURG 

areas 

6 1100 RHQ, 391 & 392 bty HQs, E & G tps B ech & Wksps moved to 
LAVELSLOH area arriving approx 1830 hrs  E & G tps took up 
posns around & in defence of Div HQ area in conjunction with A 
Tk Regt & Sp Bn 

 

 
GREVEN - 

LAVELSLOH - 
PETERSHAGEN 

areas 

7 0115 
 
 
- 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 

2100 

Orders received from 8 Corps via RA 15 (S) Div to deploy 2 tps 
at first light in AA role over bridges across RIVER WESER at 
PETERSHAGEN  E & G tps detailed 
During the early morning C tp moved up to new area and took over 
ground defence task from E tp, and A tp moved up to remain 
harboured with 181 Fd Regt 
On orders from division, Regt & bty HQs carried out local house-
to-house search for arms & military personnel, while 2IC 
organised clearing of woods 2-3 miles SE of LAVELSLOH (FOREST 
MINDEN), in conjunction with tanks & SP guns of 102 A tk Regt, 
and rounded up eleven prisoners 
hrs approx, E & G tps [deployed at bridges at PETERSHAGEN] 
placed under comd 6 Airborne Div, ready to be moved fwd to 
newly-won bridges over RIVER LEINE 
hrs approx [last light] F and I tps relieved of tasks on bridges 
over RIVER EMS and DORTMUND-EMS Canal 

 

 
LAVELSLOH and 
NEUSTADT areas 

8 a.m. 
 

1000 
 

1415 
 
 
 
 
 

2000 

E & G tps moved to RIVER LEINE and deployed at bridges at 
BORDENAU [intact] and NEUSTADT [blown, and under reconstruction] 
- 1345 hrs, 390 bty HQ, F and I tps moved up to LAVELSLOH area 
and deployed in AA and ground defence respectively 
A tp provided party to reflush woods of FOREST MINDEN into which 
small numbers of enemy were suspected to have filtered back  
Task not completed owing to orders from RA to have RHQ and one 
complete bty [390 bty] at short notice to move under comd 6 
Airborne div (1515 hrs)  LO despatched to HQ 6 Airborne Div, 
returned 2130 hrs with orders for move next day 
Small numbers of enemy fighters engaged by E & G tps at bridges 
over RIVER LEINE  One FW 190 claimed destroyed by E tp - plane 
seen to crash in flames 

 

 
 

LAVELSLOH 
- STEINHUDE 
- NEUSTADT 

areas 

9 0800 
 
 

0830 
 

2000 

A & C tps moved fwd to take over AA defence of bridge at 
BORDENAU relieving E tp to deploy with G tp at bridge at 
NEUSTADT 
Regt HQ, 390 & 391 bty HQs, and a wksp det moved to STEINHUDE 
area 
- 2100, small numbers of enemy fighters engaged in area of 
bridges over RIVER LEINE  No claims [extreme range] 

 



ALTENHAGEN 
- STEINHUDE 
- NEUSTADT 

areas 

10 a.m. 
 
 

2000 

392 bty HQ, F & I tps moved fwd with HQ 15 (S) Div to ALTENHAGEN 
& tps deployed in AA role  B ech and remainder of wksp to 
follow next day 
- 2045, small numbers of enemy fighters engaged over and in rear 
of bridge areas, incl jet propelled  G tp claim one fighter 
destroyed  Pilot seen to bale out 

 

 
 
 
 
 

NEUSTADT 
- CELLE area 

11 0730 
 
 
 

a.m. 
1615 
1900 

 
 

2030 
 

2100 

F & I tps deployed at bridge at NEUSTADT, releasing E & G tps to 
advance with the leading elements of the division along northern 
axis in sp 227 (H) Bde and southern axis in sp 46 (H) Bde 
respectively. 
B ech and remainder of Wksp moved fwd to STEINHUDE 
RHQ, all bty HQs, B ech and Wksp moved to FUHRBERG 
approx, F & I tps relieved at NEUSTADT by bty of 121 LAA  Regt 
[8 Corps tps] but remained in action till after last light  
[Hoping for usual dusk targets] 
C tp claim hits on Ju 88 claimed destroyed by F tp jointly with 
tps of 121 LAA Regt. 
A & C tps claim one Ju 188 [or 88] destroyed - seen to crash 

 

CELLE area 12 a.m. RHQ, bty HQs, B ech & Wksp moved into CELLE; and all tps moved 
to CELLE and surrounding area to deploy in defence of bridges 
and tp concs 

 

 13 0730 
 

1200 
 
 

1500 
 

2200 

F & I tps redeployed in AA defence of Class 40 bridge across R. 
ALLER in CELLE 
E tp moved fwd in sp 227 (H) bde [leading bde, advancing NE], 
and regt less E, F & I tps and 392 tac HQ, crossed R. ALLER to 
harbour just NORTH of river  Wksp left in CELLE 
Regt [less dets mentioned] moved fwd to ESCHEDE where A, C & G 
tps deployed in primarily ground defence role of div HQ area 
- 2300, enemy recce plane heard  Engaged by A tp after 
commission of hostile act [MG fire]; no claims 

 

CELLE - UELZEN 
area 

14 a.m. 
1540 
1950 

 
2030 

- 

E tp (in sp 227 (H) Bde) deployed in AA defence of 61 Med Regt 
Regt & bty HQs, A, C & G tps, & B ech moved to HOSSERINGEN 
On arriving in new area, A C & G tps did a "crash-action" to 
engage jet-propelled enemy fighter plane on recce 
- 2100, small numbers of enemy fighters engaged 
During the day, I tp collected 15 PW in assisting to flush woods 
NORTH of CELLE 

 

 15 0700 
 
 

0730 
 

A tp spotted one offr & 4 OR enemy in vicinity, captured two and 
wounded one who escaped with remainder and evaded subsequent 
search 
- 1030, intermittent engagements by A C E & G tps of single 
enemy fighter planes, apparently on recce 

 



0900 
 
 

1545 
 

1700 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

- 1000, E tp engaged enemy OP situated in UELZEN, firing 37 
rounds & scoring 34 hits, of which 12 went into windows of the 
building concerned 
Regt & bty HQs, A, C & G tps moved to HAMERSTORF  Joined by 
Wksp 
- 1830, engagements mostly of single jet-propelled fighters over 
HAMERSTORF area by A, C & G tps, G tp claiming two hits on a 
Messerschmitt 262, and A tp claiming a hit on an ARADO 234  
Fighters also engaged over HOLDENSTEDT area by E tp, who 
destroyed one FW 190 [wreckage later found]  I tp claim hit on 
FW 190 in CELLE area 
Copy received of Supplement to London Gazette dated 20 Mar 45, 
notifying 'Mention in Dispatches' awarded to Maj. ATW MURPHY 
(2IC) and WOII KEMP [I tp sjt-major] 

UELZEN area 16 0730 
 
 
 

1945 
 
 
- 

F and I tps, having been released from commitment at bridge in 
CELLE, redeployed in 131 and 190 Fd Regt areas respectively  
Layout coordinated with that of E tp to give adequate protection 
to bde HQs in HOLDENSTEDT 
- 2030, spasmodic engagements in HAMERSTORF and HOLDENSTEDT 
areas, I tp claiming a hit which knocked a piece of structure 
from a FW 190 
Notification received of award of Croix de Guerre with gilt star 
to Capt. L.J. DIMOND (OC G tp) and Croix de Guerre with silver 
star to WOII KEMP (Sjt-Major, I tp), French decorations awarded 
for gallantry WEST of the SEINE 

 

 17 1130 
 

1230 
 
 
 
 

1630 
1730 

CO attended conference at HQRA to receive orders for support of 
div attack on UELZEN early 18 Apr  
Returned to give orders for one gun of A tp to give directional 
fire along axis of 44 (L) Bde attack on Eastern side of town, 
and for 3 guns of I tp to fire, during first phase of 46 (H) bde 
attack on WESTERN half of town, to deny enemy the use of roads 
leading from centre of town to enemy FDLs 
I tp guns registered on targets by means of Air OP 
Timings for 46 (H) Bde attack brought fwd to p.m. 17 Apr and 
fireplan as such [incl LAA task] abandoned 

 

 18 0400 
 

1915 
 
 
 
 

- 0445, one gun of A tp gave directional fire in support of 44 
(L) Bde attack on Eastern half of UELZEN 
CO held O Gp and gave orders as follows:- 390 bty to move at 
once to deploy by first light in AA defence of approaches exits 
and bridges of UELZEN  391 and 392 btys to harbour in area of 
regt HQ, ready at half an hour's notice to move under comd 11 

 



 
 

2130 
2135 

Armd Div, if necessary, to provide AA defence of bridge at 
LAUENBURG if captured intact 
Redispositions completed, as ordered by CO. 
Single enemy plane machine-gunned road in regt HQ area  
Engaged by G and I tps  No claims 

 
 
 
 
 

LUNEBURG area 

19 0630 
 
 

0830 
 

1000 
 
 

1530 
 
- 
 
 

2255 

Enemy fighters attacked without success 227 (H) Bde column 
moving just NORTH from UELZEN  390 bty, deployed in the town, 
shot down one FW 190 
F & I tps moved to rejoin 131 & 190 Fd Regts moving with 227 and 
46 (H) Bdes respectively 
Regt HQ, 391 & 392 bty HQs, B ech & Wksp moved through UELZEN to 
BARUM, guns of E & G tps being dispersed down the div column for 
move & deploying in div HQ area on arrival 
E tp moved to sp 227 (H) Bde, deploying at canal bridge 8427; G 
tp readjusted deployment to take in complete div HQ area 
390 bty left at UELZEN till morning in order to provide mil sp 
for Mil Govt, preventing looting rioting etc, till 5 Div take 
over town 
Orders from RA to move remainder of regt through LUNEBURG to 
SCHARNEBECK area 0900 hrs 20 Apr 45 

 

 20 0700 
 
 
 

0840 
 
 
- 
 
 
 

2020 
 
 
- 

390 bty were relieved of task in UELZEN  A tp moved fwd with 
181 Fd Regt, and C tp took over AA protection of canal br 8028, 
from which E tp had been taken to deploy with 131 Fd Regt while 
F tp had left 131 Fd Regt to defend canal br at 8826 
RHQ, bty HQs, B ech & Wksps moved to SCHARNEBECK, G tp guns 
being dispersed along the div column for movement and deploying 
in div HQ area on arrival 
I tp moved with 190 Fd Regt in sp 46 (H) Bde  During 
afternoon, groundshoot was begun against enemy strong-point, but 
called off after only 2 rounds had been fired since supporting 
tanks broke through on to objective 
Two FW 190, apparently on recce, engaged by C & E tps in 
BRIETLINGEN area  One plane shot down, pilot baled out and was 
captured [injured] & evacuated 
During the afternoon, woods in SCHARNEBECK area were flushed by 
HQ personnel  2 German soldiers taken, and one civilian with 
underground hoard of food and supplies [incl wireless], believed 
Obersturmbannfuhrer of SA, handed over to FSP 

 

 21 1530 
 

1500 
 

F tp ceased firing at canal bridge and redeployed in div HQ 
area, in addition to G tp 
- 1700, further flushing of woods in SCHARNEBECK area brought to 
light considerable quantity of explosives [enemy] apparently 

 



 
 
- 

hidden for later use by saboteurs or guerrillas, and 4 suspects 
of whom one proved to be soldier in disguise 
I tp also took 5 prisoners during the day, and moved with 190 Fd 
Regt 

 22 1515 A tp engaged two Me 109s and claim damage to one  
 23 0930 

 
1400 

 
 
 
- 

CO attended CRA's O Gp to receive preliminary briefing on 
proposed future op across R. ELBE 
CO briefed bty & tp comds on general plan of proposed future op, 
and detailed areas to be recced by night 23/24 Apr for possible 
ground-shooting positions close to R. ELBE to support assault 
crossing of river 
After dark tp comds carried out recces as detailed 

 

 24 1300 
 
 

1400 
2130 

Eight 3-tonners reported to amn pt to assist in RA dumping 
programme for future op  Expected to be required for latter 
half of each day for several days to come 
Tp Comds reported to CO on results of previous night's recces 
CO left to recce in river bank area with OC G tp returning at 
2300 hrs having made preliminary survey of 'pepperpot' areas 

 

 25 - Five enemy aircraft destroyed and two damaged [category II] 
during period 8 - 5 Apr - officially credited to the regt. 

 

 26 0900 
 
 
 

1700 
 
 

2125 
 
- 
 
 

2130 

CO visited CRA with plans for 'pepperpots'  Informed op 
possibly brought forward to night 26/27 Apr  Fixed details 
with BCs on return and presented finished plan to CRA at 1400 
hrs  Informed them that op would NOT be night 26/27 
Rep of 11 R Tks called on C.O. to ask for directional fire for 
'buffaloes' [LVTs] carrying assaulting infantry across R. ELBE 
for future op  Firing on three lines arranged 
E tp engaged Ju 88 at 3000 ft and A & C tps engaged a FW 190  
Small number of rounds fired  No claims 
During the day, unit tpt again assisted in RA dumping programme, 
and after dark bty capt 392 bty supervised dumping of 5000 
rounds of 40 mm HE for pepperpot on right of div front. 
I tp shot down one FW 190 which crashed at 970277 

 

 27 - 
 
 

1600 

During the day, unit tpt gave further assistance in RA dumping 
programme, and, after dark, bty capt 390 bty supervised dumping 
of 5000 rounds of 40 mm HE for pepperpot on left of div front 
CO attended CCRA's conference at HQRA; and, 2245 hrs, received 
from CRA details of tasks for pepperpots. 

 

 28 a.m. 
 

1400 
 

Fireplan for LAA and A tk of pepperpots prepared by this unit; 
Fireplan for mortars and MMG of 'pepperpots' prepared by 1 Mx 
Final conference of bty & tp comds to arrange last details and 
distribute fireplans 

See Appx J 
See Appx J 



1730 
 
onwards, tps began to move fwd as far as possible, but not so as 
to come under observation, and after last light moved right fwd 
to take up and dig in groundshooting positions 

 29 0100 
 
 
 
 
 

1230 
 

1300 
 
 

1315 
 
 
 
 

p.m. 

Pepperpot was fired in accordance with timed programme, and 
directional fire given to guide the buffaloes [LVTs] across 
river for initial assault  Harassing fire on railway bridge at 
899350 was continued until 0530 hrs, with the result that the 
bridge, although extensively mined for demolition, was captured 
intact 
- 1430, E & F tps fired in ground role in support of 227 (H) 
Bde's exploitation to NW from bridgehead across river 
- 1330 hrs, considerable enemy air activity over area of river 
crossings  Own fighters also up in force but enemy aircraft 
were engaged at this period and also about 1645 hrs 
In view of increased enemy air activity, CO raised the state of 
readiness to 4-man manning on every gun till further notice, and 
ordered C & G tps to deploy respectively on route protection of 
main axis SOUTH of river and on Class 9 bridging site at 
LAUENBURG 
E tp deployed in div HQ area, and A, F & I tps rejoined 181, 131 
& 190 Fd Regts respectively, crossing the river with their fd 
regts during the night 29/30 

 

 30 0645 
 

1400 
 
 

2000 

, 1015 & 1400 hrs, scattered enemy fighters were engaged, one Me 
109 being claimed Cat. 2 by C tp 
RHQ, 390 & 392 bty HQs moved with div HQ to JULIUSBURG where I 
tp adjusted layout to cover div HQ area  391 bty joined its 
tac HQ at AVENDORF, and B ech and Wksp moved to LUDERSHAUSEN 
- 2100, enemy fighters in considerable numbers attacked area of 
Class 9 bridge at LAUENBURG  Several bombs were dropped, 
without damage to bridge  F & G tps each claim one fighter 
shot down  AA fire caused remainder of aircraft to take 
evasive action 
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LAUENBURG area 1 0445 
 
 

1000 
 

1050 
 

2115 

G tp, released from bridge protection task at LAUENBURG, moved 
to JULIUSBURG to continue with I tp in AA protection of Div HQ 
area 
The increased state of readiness on the guns [brought into force 
29 Apr 45] was reduced to normal manning 
Enemy fighter, engaged by A, F, G & I tps, shot down over Div HQ 
and accredited to I tp 
- 2130, C, G &  I tps engaged enemy fighter-bombers which had 
dropped bombs to the south of div area, probably in vicinity of 
river bridges 

 

 2 0500 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 

1710 
1740 
2130 
2145 
2150 

391 Bty HQ, B ech & wksp crossed R ELBE to join regt HQ; and C & 
E tps crossed with them to go in sp 44 (L) and 227 (H) Bdes 
respectively 
- 1145, F tp carried out groundshooting task in sp 227 (H) Bde, 
engaged 2 strongpoints in edge of wood  Fires were started and 
subsequently infantry, who had previously been held up by the 
strongpoints, were able to march in 
Regt HQ, bty HQs, B ech & wksp moved with div HQ to BRUNSTORF, 
guns of G & I tps being dispersed along the length of the div 
column on the move 
FW 190 engaged by A and C tps ) 
Ju 88 engaged by G and I tps  ) 
Me 109 engaged by I tp        ) no claims 
Ju 88 engaged by A and C tps  ) 
FW 190 engaged by G tp        ) 

 

 3 - 
1600 

Information received of award of D.S.O. to Commanding Officer 
Regt HQ, bty HQs, B ech and Wksp moved with div HQ to GRANDE, 
with guns of G & I tp moving dispersed in div column 

 

KREIS STORMARN 4 1500 
 

1630 

Regt HQ, bty HQs, B ech and Wksp moved with div HQ to HAMMOOR, 
guns of G & I tps moving dispersed in div column 
C tp engaged single Me 109 - no claims 
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2050 News received via BBC of enemy's agreement to cease hostilities 
on all Second Army fronts w.e.f. 0800 hrs 5 May 45 

 5 0325 
 
- 

Official notification, by phone from RA, of cessation of 
hostilities at 0800 hrs on all Second Army fronts 
Notification received from RA 8 Corps of official confirmation 
of this regt's claims of one FW 190 destroyed on 19 Apr 45, one 
FW 190 destroyed on 20 Apr 45, and one Me 109 damaged (Category 
II) on 22 Apr 45 

 

 6 0945 
 

1400 

CO gave orders for each tp to harbour its guns under a double 
sentry at one tp location 
CO attended CRA's O Group on further activities of the div and 
the div arty 

 

 7 1400 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1500 

CO held conference of bty & tp comds, bty capts, QM, Padre, MO & 
EME, to give details of future moves of div and div arty in the 
coming 3 weeks approx, and to discuss programme for succeeding 
period of static occupation, during which the regt would be 
responsible for policing, enforcing mil govt, etc, in part of 
HAMBURG  Training, education & recreation discussed, and 
committees appointed for the various activities projected 
During the above conference, infm was received via BBC that all 
German forces in NW Europe had surrendered unconditionally 

 

 8 - Day celebrated as VE day. Padre held Thanksgiving Services at 
RHQ and troop locations. Recreation during the afternoon. All 
listened to Prime Minister's speech at 1500 hrs and HM the King 
at 2100 hrs 

 

 9 1730 CO attended address by GOC at Div HQ, receiving fresh details of 
future tasks 

 

 10 p.m. Bty HQ subalterns, hitherto retained at Regt HQ as LOs returned 
to their respective bty HQs 

 

 11 1050 
p.m. 

C tp, hitherto conc in 2 islands, concentrated at new tp HQ 
Orders received to conc regt in HAMMOOR, probably 14 May; move 
to final location not likely for further 30 days 

 

 12 0930 CO attended conference at HQRA on implementing of Army Education 
Scheme within the div arty 

 

 13 - 
- 
 

2030 

Thanksgiving Sunday, for cessation of hostilities in Europe 
Btys and tps carried out recce in village of HAMMOOR into which 
regt was under orders to conc on 14 May 
B ech moved into fresh accn in HAMMOOR 

 

 14 a.m. 
 

1430 
 

The regt, less C and F tps, moved into conc in HAMMOOR expecting 
to remain for approx 30 days 
RA and HQ of 15 (S) Div having left HAMMOOR, CO 119 LAA Regt 
became local comd of village and area 

 



1730 CO held conference on details of future trg, incl education 
 15 a.m. 

- 
C and F tps moved into conc in HAMMOOR 
Day spent in interior economy in newly taken-over accn, and 
beginning to set up semi-permanent installations [guard room, PW 
cage, etc.] 

 

 16 0940 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p.m. 

Fresh orders received from RA to take over new area, 
approximately a triangle incl LASBECK DORF (S 7374) - incl FORST 
HAHNHEIDE (S 7862-8161) - excl BERGEDORF (S 6546) 
CO held conference, dividing area into three parts, allotting 
northern sector to 392 bty, central sector to 391 bty and 
southern sector to 390 bty. CO explained details of duties, incl 
rounding up of German PW, and of itinerant Russians, listing of 
static Russian PW, PWX & DPs to enable future collection to be 
carried out at 24 hrs notice, collection of arms and amn, 
location of dumps of foodstuffs, maintenance of order, and 
enforcement of regulations by means of frequent and irregular 
mobile and static patrols 
Subunit comds carried out recces of new area 

 

 17 1300 - 1500, all btys and tps moved from HAMMOOR to new areas. B ech 
moved into fresh accn in HAMMOOR 

 

 18 - Occupation duties commenced. Static and mobile patrols organized 
to carry out duties as laid down 

 

 19 - Duties as above, and in addition all available load-carrying tpt 
given over for the day to assist in moving 227 (H) Bde 

 

 20 - 
2100 

Occupation duties. Load-carrying tpt used for moving PW. 
Notification of move to take over part of KREIS LAUENBURG 
probably 24 May 

 

 21 - 
1400 

Part of unit tpt utilised to convey German PW northwards 
2 IC carried out preliminary recce of new area 

 

 22 0830 
 
 
 
 
 

1730 

2IC and subunit comds carried out detailed recce of area to be 
occupied, approx as follows:- inclusive RATZEBURG (T 0071) - 
excl FORST RHENE (T 1273) - incl BERNSTORFF (T 1365) - incl 
TECHIN (T 1358) - excl GUDOW (T 0155) - excl MOLLN (S 9563); N 
and NE sector to 392 bty, West and Central sector to 390 bty, 
South and Eastern sector to 391 bty. 
Orders from RA to provide one subaltern, 2 bdrs on MCs, 4 dvr-
mechs & 14 dvrs 1C to go to NIJMEGEN, leaving 23 May with 
parties from other regts of div arty; pick up in NIJMEGEN a 
total of 59 3-tonners, and return to work as sup and tpt 
platoons under HQRASC 15 (S) Div, while RASC coy vehicles and 
personnel are away transporting large numbers of German PW being 
released for harvesting. 

 



 23 p.m. Adv parties despatched to take over accn in new area, and guards 
to relieve existing guards [of 15 Inf Bde] on VPs in area. 2IC 
also went to new area to take over duties of Town Major at 
RATZEBURG. 

 

RATZEBURG area 24 1100 - 1430, regt moved to RATZEBURG area, taking over area from 15 
Bde of 5 Brit Div. Tasks included establishing of check posts to 
prevent westward movement of unauthorized personnel [especially 
displaced persons], and control of camp containing 1300-1400 
German PW, in addition to routine occupation duties 

 

 25 1800 
 
 
- 

Duty tp (F tp) mounted guard at CRA's mess, KOGEL, 040647, from 
1200 hrs 26 May; this guard to be one of the normal commitments 
of the duty tp. F tp guard complimented by CRA. 
E tp moved during the day to the peninsula of STINTENBURG in the 
SCHAAL SEE, and tp areas of responsibility were adjusted 
accordingly 

 

 26 0915 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1700 

CO held conference of BCs to discuss local welfare amenities, 
including running of regimental canteen and rest rooms, to open 
tonight at 1900 and succeeding evenings at 1800 hrs 
CO attended conference at HQRA on government org of the Kreis, 
operational role and probable increased future area of 
responsibility for each regt. 
CO held conference of bty and tp comds with agenda as for CRA's 
conference at 1100 hrs. 

 

 27 2245 LT (QM) T BAKER (260551) accidentally wounded in the head by 
revolver bullet, and evacuated through 34 CCS 

 

 28 - Occupation duties continued. Nothing to report  
 29 0930 C.O. attended CRA's bi-weekly Mil Gov conference  
 30 - ) Occupation duties continued. Nothing to report  
 31 - )  
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Storrington June 
1st 

 2i/c to GHQ 2nd Ech to discuss personnel deficiencies. Informed 
would not be made up until Assault Corps completed & that no ops 
excavators could be expected. Lt Lodge to E St ref spares & 
deficiencies for ME. 

 
 
 
MDW 

 June 
2nd 

 4 mine detectors & various odd stores arrived MDW 

 3rd  Surplus clothing, 180 earth augers despatched. RE dump at 
Rowlands Castle visited & S.W.R. for tow ropes etc collected. 

 
MDW 

 4th  Workshops making 56 tow ropes for Div HQ MDW 
 5th  T.D.9 exchanged for D4 with 866 ME Park Coy. Spares for 

additional D4 ordered from War Office. Arrangements made to 
collect two sets Plastic Armour for D6 & D4 

 
 
MDW 

 6th  D day - news heard over wireless 0930 hrs. OC to HQRE 1430 to 
collect messages from Supreme Commander & C in C 21 Army Gp. 

 
MDW 

Storrington June
7 

 OC to London to buy Jacks for Br equipment. Work started on 
armouring D6. Mech Equip adviser from 8 Corps visited & advised 
throwing away of PCU fitted to new D4. Spares for D6 arrived. 4 
RAF bomb disposers perm att to unit. 

 
 
 
MDW 

 June 
8 

 OC to London to buy outstanding stores. Armouring of bulldozers 
proceeded with. 

 
MDW 

 June 
9 

 PCU returned to E. Stores, armouring of bulldozers completed. 
Mine Detectors collected. 4 op excavators arrived 

 
MDW 

 June 
10th 

 Bulldozers & Tech Stores trucks reweighed. MDW 

 June 
11th 

 Reloading completed. Awaiting orders to move. MDW 

 12  Still waiting. MDW 
 13  Weather foul until pm when cleared. Still waiting. 278 & 279 

away 
 
MDW 

 14  Weather better. Still waiting. 20 Fd Coy away MDW 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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 15  OC to District to see if any news available. Should have 
according to plan moved to-day. Appear to have missed boat. 

 
MDW 

 16  OC to District to receive orders for move MDW 
Emsworth 17  Coy moved to marshalling area A 2 - no casualties en route. MDW 

 18 
-25 

 Waiting in Marshalling Area split into 7 LCT 4 craft loads Appx B. MDW 

 26  All craft loads called to Embarkation Area. MDW 
Cully 27 0900 

 
1000 
1400 

OC's craft load (14 vehs) 2i/cs craft load (5 vehs) arrived. 
Dump taken over from HQRE. 
Lt Field's craft load (6 vehs) arrived 
ASM Brown's craft load (6 vehs) arrived with one in tow. Vehs 
under repair by evening. Various stores & equipment issued 

 
MDW 
MDW 
 
MDW 

 29 1130 One 15-cwt truck arrived in harbour area. Informed by dvr that 
other two vehs in Cpl Fairman's party were also disembarked but 
these have not yet arrived in unit harbour area. 

 
 
MDW 

 31 1900 Lieut Lodge's craft pty arrived in harbour area complete. 
Lieut Light's craft pty arrived, less one grillage lorry. 

 
MDW 

Cully 30 2359   Coy now complete, except for one grillage lorry. Stores Pl 
have been operating dump since arrival in this area. Workshop Pl 
not yet operating as Machinery Lorry arrived only this evening - 
will be operating tomorrow. 
  Coy up to strength in personnel. In a small number of cases 
deficiencies in Tradesmen are covered by men of other trades. 
  All inoculations and vaccinations completed. 
 
                                       M.D. Wilkinson Major RE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MDW 
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Cully 
(France) 

July 
1 

 Workshops Pl & Pet Pl now complete and in operation. Issue of 
stores continued. 

 
MDW 

 July 
2 

 Division drawn into reserve. All attached vehs (bridging & 
stores vehs) left this unit. Ordered to construct showers for 
division. 

 
MDW 

 July 
3 

 Orders re showers cancelled. Mobile Bath unit on way  Given 
task of repairing road N of Secqueville en Bessin 
Div Comdr addressed all ranks 1700 hrs. 

 
 
MDW 

 July 
4 

 Mobile Bath unit arrived & put under command  2500 baths given 
 work on road commenced. Workshop Pl making sign boards. 

 
MDW 

 5  Mob Bath unit - 3000  all coy had shower. Work on road 
continued. Workshops still making signs. 

 
MDW 

 6  Mob Bath Unit 2500  work on road continued  workshops making 
signs and stands for Provost. 

 
MDW 

 July 
7th 

 Mob Bath Unit 3000  Workshops making signs, grave crosses and 
cow identity discs (sic) and stands for signs  work on road 
continued. 

 
 
MDW 

 8  As above. Trial pit dug by D6 & D4 to give cover against shell & 
mortar splinters for Div HQ. Not a success 

 
MDW 

 9  Workshop Pl making signs, crosses, provost sign stands. Stores 
Pl making new entrance & exit to water point at Secqueville. 
Bridging continuing with road. 

 
 
MDW 

 10  Weather deteriorating. Stores continuing with entrance & exit to 
water point. Workshops on crosses. Bridging on road. 

 
MDW 

 11  Mech Equip to CARPIQUET area to dig in portions of new Div HQ 
area. Spr Westrop (op Ex) wounded by shellfire. 
Entrances to water point completed incl hardcore. Work continued 
on road. Workshops still making crosses and signs plus odd 
'comforts' jobs for Div HQ. 

 
 
 
 
MDW 

Cully July 
12 

 Work continued on new Div HQ at CARPIQUET. Work on road 
continued. Workshops pl on crosses and odd jobs. 

 
MDW 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Cully July 
13 

 Stores Pl formed adv dump area St MAUVIEU. Mech Equip own - 
digging in Div HQ plus one to 279  2 Armd D7's drawn from 25 
M.E. Sec. Priority residues arrived. 

 
 
MDW 

ST MAUVIEU July 
14 

 Stores Pl moved to another area St Mauvieu and dump formed 
(approx 40 lorry loads on ground, 12 on wheels + 15 tippers + 6 
empty Div RASC vehs). Remainder of coy moved up to new area 

 
 
MDW 

ST MAUVIEU 15th  Issue of stores continued. Mech Equip all issued to coys for 
Operation Green Line. 6 CONGERS drawn and being maintained 

 
MDW 

 16th  One arm D4 + 2 operators reported missing 0800 hrs. One sec 
Pioneers reported for duty. Congers being put in working order. 
D4 & operators reported safe 1500 hrs. 

 
 
MDW 

St Mauvieu 17  Issues of stores continued. 3 Bulldozers maintained & repaired. 
Petter engines of water supply equipt overhauled. New sec of 
Pioneers arrived to replace the other. Whole company out in 
evening stripping damaged houses in St Mauvieu to collect timber 
to provide overhead cover for inf in line. 2 lorry loads ready 
by 2200 hrs. 12 new S tanks arrived flown from England to meet 
urgent demand. 6 Congers ready less filling explosive. German 
bomb disposed of by RAF personnel - 50 Kg 55 Fuse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MDW 

 18  Div drawn back & relieved by 53 Div. All attached br vehs, 
tippers and Corps RASC vehs withdrawn. Pioneers withdrawn 

 
MDW 

 19  Coy resting. Further timber gathered from houses, workshops and 
stores continued with skeleton staff. 

 
MDW 

 20 
-22 

 Rest period  workshops & stores pl continued with skeleton 
staffs 

 
MDW 

St Mauvieu 22  Coy received orders to move next day to area S of Balleroy. MDW 
 23.  Coy moved to S of BALLEROY without incident leaving pty at St 

Mauvieu to guard stores which could not be lifted 
 
MDW 

BALLEROY 24  Convoy 22 vehs sent back to St Mauvieu to bring up remaining 
stores & congers. OC with CREME to recce veh washing sites. 

 
MDW 

 25  Two veh washing sites under constr by stores & br pls. Workshop 
pl constr showers, signs etc. REME inspection of all vehs. 

 
MDW 

 26  Veh washing sites completed. MDW 
 27  Shower bath (for Div RE) completed. Consignment stores collected 

Corps Fd Pk. ME all in use. 3 Lorry loads trees collected Forest 
de 'Cerisey' to rip down as no timber available thro' E channels 

 
 
MDW 

 28  Collection of stores continued  construction large number 
notice boards ordered 

 
MDW 

 29  Collection of stores  urgent constr of notice boards & 
duckboards (solid timbered) to provide overhead cover for inf 
against air bursts. 

 
 
MDW 



1 op excav injured, one sick, now only 4 left instead of 8. 
CAUMONT 30  Move to CAUMONT area  complete dump 150 tons moved with 6 RASC 

lorries  2 additional arm D7's collected. Move took 12 hrs due 
to large number of trips necessary & 'bank holiday' condition of 
roads. 

 
 
 
MDW 

 31  Issue of stores continued. Notice board production continued. 
6 Congers handed over to 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy RE. 
 
                                           M.D. Wilkinson Major 
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CAUMONT 1st  Issue stores continued  considerable difficulty is being 
experienced in getting mech equip operators' blankets and kit 
carried to their harbour area. Especially on small machinery (ie 
D6 & D4) there is NOT room for 2 operators kit and blankets  
they frequently work with different pls & units during one day 
and have not time to send back for their kit before moving on  
it is recommended that a small trailer (about size of a small 
handcart) be provided for each D6 & D4 so that when they are 
working for long periods away from their transporter they can 
take kit, blankets, rations, maintenance equip etc with them. 
This unit has captured a small German horse drawn trailer which 
is proving ideal. There is room to carry it on the transporter 
when the mech equip is travelling on the transporter. 

 

 
 

HERVIEU 

2  Coy moved complete with 150 tons stores from dump to area 
HERVIEU starting 1600 hrs and all being in by 2200 hrs. 
Loading pty 30 men & 20 RASC lorries provided. New design for 
tank track notice boards brought out  experience shows nothing 
less than 4' x 4' timber or 6' x 3' CGI is any good for size. 
The former takes an immense amount of timber and the latter is 
very slow to paint. Recommended large size notice boards 
(Provost type) be made an ord issue. These require tripod (like 
blackboard easel) each leg made out of 1½ angle iron pickets 
welded together, the three legs being wired together with snake 
lashing of 14 gauge wire. Large scale production of these 
tripods started but painters a serious bottleneck. 

 

 3  Painting new design signs  very unsatisfactory as CGI 
difficult and slow to paint  issue stores carried on 

 

 4  Orders received to move following day first light. 30 load 
stores returned to Corps Fd Pk. 15 loads sent fwd with CSM to 
form adv pty. RAF disposed of U.S. A/P bomb dropped Gordons 
during afternoon. Home made Div RE shower bath erected. 
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Le Tourneur 5  Coy moved during morning in 2's & 3's as roads very congested. 
RAF disposed 2 U.S. A/P bombs one at Main, one at rear div. Air 
strip completed. Jar air O.P. opposite coy locn. 

 

 6  Issue of stores continued  ME much in demand. 1½ pls Bailey Br 
from Br Coy RASC under command. RE 15 (S) Div Op Instr No 5 
received 0730 hrs. 

 

 7  Issue stores and ME continued up to 2200 hrs. Otherwise quiet 
day. Making and painting signs as usual. Could do with at least 
3 more painters permanently as painters are bottleneck in this. 
50 sheets 22 gauge sheet metal 6' x 3' arrived from Corps for 
experimenting as signs (see my suggestion on 2nd Aug). These 
require stiffening - experiments in hand. 

 

 8  Experiments successful with 2 battens down back. Started on 
production. Other types notices continued in production 

 

 9  Production signs etc continued  semi rest period - coy shower 
in full blast for 4 days now bathing other coys  ME, Stellar 
trailers and Petter pumps overhauled and repaired 

 

 10  1½ pls Bailey, FBE & 2 Arm D7's all reverted from under command 
this unit  Production of signs continued. Estimated signs made 
since arrival 6' x 3' - 100, 4' x 4' 300, 2'-3" x 2'-3" 500. 
Miscellaneous smaller signs 500. Since most of these were made 
of timber, the value of the circular saw has been enormous. It 
has seldom worked for less than 8 hours a day. 

 

 11  Painting signs, repairing ME & Stellars, & generally getting 
ready for next move fwd expected soon. 

 

 12  Received warning order to move near future as Div leaving 8 
Corps & joining 12 Corps. Returned certain stores & packed up 

 

 13  Move postponed one day - rested coy.  
AVENAY 14  Coy moved to AVENAY. 8 lorries sent back to lift remainder of 

dump 
 

 15  2 secs FBE under command for br over ORNE built by 279. 
2 - 500 lbs and one 1000 lbs (British) bombs removed by RAF 

 

 16  Resting, visit by Div Commander  
 17  OC recced new area near FRESNAY LE VIEUX. Half dump moved out in 

evening with adv pty under CSM. RAF disposed 4 Allied Bombs (one 
- 1000 lb British 3 - 500 lb British & American) 

 

FRESNAY 
LE VIEUX 

18  Coy moved new location arriving 1400 hrs  digging in not 
possible due to rock at depth 6"  however long way from front 
so not worried 

 

 19  One 500 lb bomb (Brit) removed by RAF. RE 15 (S) Div Op Instr No 
8 issued for next operations. One pl Bailey under command 

 



VILLERS-CANIVET 20  OC recced new area 0600 hrs, coy started moving 0900 hrs and all 
in incl extra 10 loads. 6 extra lorries from Div RASC, 4 Cl II 
angledozers and 2 tptrs. 4 Landing Stage units and 2 centre 
panel units under command. Operation postponed 48 hours. 

 

 21  Very heavy rain from midnight till late afternoon.  
 22  Received orders to make 20 brackets for assault boats, new 

General's caravan from a TCV (unfortunately the general is very 
tall), new G.3 I's office  fixed up details and ordered 
stores, received RE Op Instr No 10 allotting stores etc. 

 

 23  Issued br equip and stores to coys as follows: to 279 Fd Coy, 26 
Br Pl, 1 Arm D7, 1 Arm D6, 5 stores vehs, 4 Landing Stage Units 
& 2 Centre Panel Units FBE, to 20 Fd Coy, 1 Pl Bailey, 2 unarmd 
TD 18's, 4 stores vehs. Drew 6 more RASC lorries and was able to 
become fully mobile in one shift. Work proceeding on signs 
brackets & caravans 

 

 
FALAISE 

24  H hour for Op GALLOP 0830. Coy moved to 4 miles E of FALAISE. 
10 Assault Boat lorries under command plus 45 Seagull engines. 
Difficulty in keeping ME on move as one transporter did not turn 
up, one was bogged and one was lost. 

 

GRANDCHAIN 25  Coy moved 0750 destination being unknown. OC ahead & moved 278 
Fd Coy. Bridging equip (incl refilled 26 Br Pl and new pl from 
Br Coy picked up en route) & rest of coy in priority convoy to 
GRANDCHAIN. One pl Bailey immediately sent fwd 2 secs each to 
278 279 fd coys  new Bailey pl drawn & 2 secs FBE night 25/26 
 own Br pl in reserve 

 

ECANDEVILLE 26  Coy moved 1200 hrs to ECANDEVILLE  26 Br Pl moved 0700 hrs to 
LOUVIERS with pl 20 Fd Coy  additional 8 Panels 4 Decking 2 
Accessory from att br veh sent fwd 1800 hrs to same location. 
Mech equip collected & reissued 

 

 
 

QUATREMARE 

27  Empty br vehs returned  26 Br Pl made up from remaining loads 
of att 147 Br Coy vehicles  this pl returned to GRANDCHAIN and 
new pl 147 Br Coy drawn in lieu. Coy moved to QUATREMARE 

 

 28  Att Br Pl returned to 147 Br Coy. Empty Assault boat vehs 
returned 85 Can Br Coy. ME collected in 

 

 29  Weather broken - heavy rain. Maintenance of equipt whilst 
waiting to move across SEINE. 

 

HEUDEBOUVILLE 30  Informed not to move across until div relieved of responsibility 
of maintaining crossings. Coy moved to HEUDEBOUVILLE afternoon. 
Attached ME returned to 6 ME SEC 

 



 31  Coy at normal work. Collected assault boats from R Seine and 
decking from demolished German brs and transported to Cl 40 
Bailey Pontoon site 
Coy at full strength and with additional captured tpt, 1 - 15 
cwt, 2 3 tonners, 1 6 tonner, 2 trailers. 
 
                                       M.D. Wilkinson Major RE 
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HEUDEBOUVILLE 1  12 RASC Br vehs returned to RASC. Collected assault boats from R 
SEINE and decking from demolished German br transported to 
BAILEY PONTOON site. 

 

LORLEAN 2  Coy moved afternoon across BAILEY PONTOON br at LES ANDELYS to 
LORLEAN. Now leading unit in div by about 20 miles with no other 
tps near. 6 RASC stores vehs sent to RASC to transport 4 tippers 
returned to 265 Corps Fd Pk RE. Strong armistice rumours due to 
message received on NO account to open fire on enemy aircraft 
to-morrow. Enemy vehs acquired by coy during last 4 days stood 
journey successfully. 

 

 3  Days work got in on General's caravan. OC obtained permission to 
move ahead of Div following day instead of short move 

 

LE QUESNOY SUR 
AIRAINES 

4  Coy moved at 0600 hrs being in harbour by 1130 hrs. Work 
continued by workshops - remainder having rest. 

 

FREVENT 5  Coy moved to FREVENT arriving mid-day.  
NECHIN 

(BELGIUM) 
Sept 
6 

 Coy moved off 1230 hrs and travelled all day finally harbouring 
NECHIN just over frontier. Tremendous cheering crowds all way 
impeded progress. Distance approx 80 miles, no breakdowns 

 

 7  Composite pl under Lt Lodge under command 278 Fd Coy to guard 
bridge over canal at BOSSUYT in case of enemy break through 

 

AUDENARDE 8  Pl returned. Coy moved to AUDENARDE area  
 9  Remained AUDENARDE, bathed coy, work continued on General's 

caravan 
 

BREENDONCK 10  Moved to S of BREENDONCK  
 11  Remained BREENDONCK. Div Concert Party for Div RE, party allowed 

into BRUSSELS in liberty truck. Pay & NAAFI rations for first 
time for long period 

 

WOLFSDONCK 
 
 
 

12 1400 
 
 
 

Coy moved to WOLFSDONCK. On arrival proved to be totally 
unsuitable and inadequate area. 
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WESTERLOO 1800 Coy moved to WESTERLOO along verges of main rd running E from 
WESTERLOO. Told by CRE likely to remain several days. One FBE pl 
under command 2100 hrs. 

 13 0900 
 

2000 

One Bailey pl, one Assault pl under command. 
Baths erected, workshops LAD & stores all at proper work 
2 secs FBE issued 20, 2 secs FBE 1 close support raft, 3 loads 
assault boats 279, 2 loads assault boats 227 Bde, 1 46 Bde, 1 44 
Bde 

 

 14  1 Bailey sec less 1 Panel lorry to 279 Fd Coy. 2 Armd D7's under 
command & issued to 279, 20 Fd Coy 2 D4's to 263 Fd Coy (Corps 
Tps). Some FBE dumped at new site Albert Canal. Coles crane 
damaged, 1 Assault Boat lorry damaged & dvr killed. 

 

GHEEL 15  Coy moved 3 miles SE GHEEL across ALBERT CANAL. One Pontoon Pl, 
one FBE pl came under command. 

 

GHEEL 16  Issue of Br equipment, collection of spares from old sites in 
order to overcome shortage. Three separate columns prepared & 
despatched up to 0300 hrs 17. Far the busiest day so far for all 
concerned since we landed. 

 

 17  Collecting & sorting out br & re-issuing incl One Bailey Pl, One 
FBE pl & ½ Assault pl to 53 DIV. Refilling assault boats. Repair 
of assault boats & Cl 5 rafts & re-issue. One extra FBE pl under 
command. 
 Watched airborne tps passing overhead for 1½ hrs at lunch time 
on way to Rhine. Attached tps in morning brought numbers up to 
over 500. However exodus of br equip in afternoon reduced this 
to about 320. Fd Pk Coy working under these conditions 
definitely requires better communications, telephones or 
wireless to br col essential. All captured enemy vehs less 
trailers returned under protest to 2 Army. 

 

GHEEL 18 
- 19 

 Issue of br equip & stores continued. Collection of assault 
boats & repair. Repair to Cl 5 rafts. Refilling br equipment 
from salvaged parts 

 

 20  General's caravan finished & delivered. Issue of br equipment 
continued. Night 20/21 recovery of all possible FBE & assault 
boats from GHEEL bridgehead. Pontoon Pl to Corps Fd Pk. 

 

 
 

EINDHOVEN 

21 0300 
 

1100 
 

2300 

All odd loads FBE, all damaged assault boats, 4 loads stores to 
Corps Fd Pk ready for move. 
Coy moved to EINDHOVEN area with following equipt. 2 secs FBE, 1 
pl Bailey, ½ Assault Pl. Further equipment arrived in new 
location 1 Pl Bailey, ½ pl FBE 

 

 22 - 
27 

 Coy issued br equipment to 53 Div, 7 Armd Div & own Div + 12 
Corps tps. On 25th Major Christie RASC arrived to assist in 

 



controlling br equipt. On this only br under our control is 26 
Br Pl plus 2 secs Bailey Pl and one sec FBE pl. 
Workshops employed on maintenance work on equipt & assault boats 
plus work on G3(I)'s office truck. All members of coy to either 
cinema shows or ENSA concerts in EINDHOVEN. Coy living mainly on 
German rations. Amount of work eased night 25th on being 
relieved of control of br equipt. Up to then all ranks working 
all day & most of night for 5 days on end. 

 27-30  Workshops continued on notice boards, caravans & repair of 
equipt stores on issue of stores. All coy attended cinema or 
ENSA shows in EINDHOVEN. 
 
                                       M.D. Wilkinson Major RE 
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EINDHOVEN OCT 1  All attached Br Equip and ME reverted to Corps Fd Pk Coy RE 
OC on recce for new area 

 

GERWEN OCT 2  Coy moved to GERWEN. All ranks under cover in schools, barns 
etc. 5 Tippers returned to 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
Division now under 8 Corps. 

 

 OCT 
4-8 

 Period of overhaul of equipt. Cleaning up of men, vehs & 
equipment. All water supply stores called in 
Attached RASC vehs returned to RASC 

 

 9-13  Buying & preparing stores for 2 RSJ & timber bridges erected by 
278 & 279 Fd Coys. This greatly assisted by DUTCH interpreter 
acquired on 6 Oct - a Mr EYKELESTAM from EINDHOVEN. Permanently 
attached to unit & lives with officers. 

 

 14-16  Preparing br equipt & stores & ME for new operation in WEERT 
area. 

 

GERWEN 17  Operation at WEERT cancelled. Under command 12 Corps 
All attached stores & equipt returned to 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 

 

 18-21  Coy continued on normal works overhauling of equipt etc + fair 
number of entertainments etc 

 

 22-23  Preparing for next operation  collecting stores etc completing 
work in hand. 2 armd D7's & 12 Div RASC lorries attached. 

 

 24 0900 
2100 

Coy making & delivering fascines for AVRE Sqn 
Coy received orders to move early 25. Br Pl sent fwd to ACHT to 
r.v. with 279 Fd Coy 

 

EINDHOVEN 
 
 
 

BEST 

25 0730 
 
 
 

1630 

Coy moved to N. outskirts EINDHOVEN. Empty br vehs (4) sent back 
to reload. Remainder to 278 Fd Coy. Following came under command 
½ FBE pl + part assault pl, 1 Pontoon Pl. Workshops pl to 
EINDHOVEN to load BAILEY PL which reached us 1800 hrs. 
Coy moved to BEST. Lt LODGE + a Divisional RASC pl to BOURG 
LEOPOLD to load another BAILEY PL. Lt Meredith joined as OC Br 
Pl. 
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 26  Lt Lodge + Bailey pl arrived 0400 hrs. Unloaded & dumped. Other 
Bailey pl - ½ to 278 ½ to 279. Autopatrol arrived. Empty BAILEY 
PL reloaded from dumped equipt. 

 

 27  Recced & built Cl 9 130 ft D.S. Bailey Br at OIRSCHOT 
Recce pty arrived 0830, Adv & Main Pty 1000 hrs, Br Equip 1100 
hrs. Br completed & opened 2100 hrs. OC injured 

 

 
DIESSEN 

28  Wearing surface put on br & approaches improved. OC out of 
hospital. Coy moved 1400 hrs to DIESSEN. OC recced TILBURG for 
RSJs & wearing surface. Warning order to move back HELMOND area 
received late at night 

 

STIPHOUT 29  Coy moved to STIPHOUT having got rid of attached ME, Bailey Pl 
and odd BAILEY stores 

 

 30  Resting. Coy bathed.  
 31  26 Br Pl used on Bridge across canal E of HELMOND and refilled 

from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy RE at MILL. 
Weather very poor. Present location down long track which is 
rapidly breaking up. Trying to move Coy to HELMOND. 
 
                                     M.D. Wilkinson Major RE 
                                      OC 624 Field Park Coy RE 
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STIPHOUT Nov 1  Coy at normal works. OC recce for new billets in HELMOND area as 
rd to billets breaking up. 

 

HELMOND Nov 2  Move to HELMOND. All men under cover and workshops in proper 
workshops. Large scale sign production undertaken especially 
mine marking signs. 

 

 3  Part of br pl used for br over canal. Refilled. D6 out to 279.  
 4-7  Coy at normal works, maintenance etc. Billets made more 

habitable by building of brick fireplaces 
 

 7-13  Following works done. A mess caravan completed, CRA's new 
caravan started, made blowers for disclosing schu mines to work 
off compressor, made small spiked roller to detonate schu mine, 
signs and furniture for Div Club. Decorator to paint murals at 
Div club. Purchasing & supplying large quantity timber, nails 
etc to various units 

 

ASTEN Nov 
14 

 Move to ASTEN. Drew 30 tons Defence stores & with further 30 
tons miscellaneous stores formed dump. Demonstration of anti-
schu mine devices  compressor blower and roller fairly 
successful. New improved roller started on 

 

 Nov 
15 
-16 

 Following came under command - 1 Bailey Pl, 1 Ass Pl, 1 Tipper 
Pl, 2 D7's, 1 Autopatrol. 4 Congers fetched & delivered to 222 
Ass Sqn. Mobile Bailey parts fetched & delivered to 222 Ass Sqn. 

 

 17  Excavator to fill Tippers under command, ½ FBE pl under command. 
Ladders constructed for infantry. 

 

 18-22  40 RASC lorries attached for carriage of Sommerfeld Track and 
PBS & delivery to 278 & 20 Fd Coy. Loading & unloading proceeded 
thro' 24 hrs each day. 

 

 22  Congers & explosives returned to 508 Corps Fd Pk. RASC drivers 
got some sleep as roadmaking & carriage of S Track suspended for 
night 

 

 Nov 
23-24 

 Collection & delivery of S TRACK continued and issue of tippers 
to coys 
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 25  2 att Bailey pls fwd 2200 hrs  coy warned to be prepared to 
move next day 

 

 26  Unable to find area to move to due to swamps. Third Bailey pl 
sent fwd. 20 RASC vehs returned to their coy 

 

 27  Area recced BERRINGE  coy received orders move at 0730 28 Nov 
whether new area found or not to let infantry rest in our 
billets 

 

BERRINGE 28  Coy moved to BERRINGE. All br equip less FBE reverted from under 
command 

 

 29  2 secs tippers sent back. Order for 500 minefield signs on 7'-6" 
stakes received - to be ready by Dec 3 

 

BERRINGE 
 
 

GENERAL 
 

30  2 new secs tippers arrived. Started reclaiming unused Sommerfeld 
Track. 
 
  During the month coy received one reinforcements and lost no 
men. Strength 4 off. 112 ORs 
  During the month 24 men proceeded on leave to BRUSSELS and 6 
men to Div Rest Camp at TILBURG 
  Strength of 26 Br Pl    1 off 41 ORs 
              LAD         -     12 ORs 
  During the month total ration strength was seldom less than 
190 & usually about 230. Strong representations have been made 
about the grossly inadequate scale of cooks, cookers & cooking 
apparatus for both the basic fd pk & the br pl. The br pl is 
actually supposed to cook for 42 people when detached with 
nothing more than 2 camp kettles (no frying pans, no containers, 
etc) on 3 No3 cookers. Although the LAD is permanently attached 
it is not counted against our WE for scaling in regard to cooks, 
and as we have almost invariably a minimum of 20 - 40 other men 
attached the situation is further aggravated. 
  Further, the LAD recovery vehicle a Chevrolet Light recovery 
proved to be useless for 50% of its work and a Heavy Recovery 
Vehicle Scammel is being obtained. 
  Additional tentage for workshop pl was also obtained but an 
Aldershot shelter is really required so that vehs may be got 
under cover as one of our permanent tasks is building in vehs 
for commanders etc. 
 
                                        M.D. Wilkinson Major RE 
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BERINGEN Dec 1  Two Order Groups at H.Q.R.E. re Op GUILDFORD. Advance Dump site 
recced by O.C. 500 signs completed at 2130 hrs. 
1000 hrs Coys fetched from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy, other stores 
from 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy RE. O.C. told to take over 20 FD COY on 
departure of Maj Gillington to Staff College, & to take over 
before operation begins 

 
 
 
 
 
WA 

 Dec 2  O.C. handed over to Capt Archibald. Advanced dump of Mech Eqpt, 
Tippers, Sommerfeld TR, Culverting & Sandbags near Rooth. 
Advanced dump under periodic shell fire from VENLO. 

 
 
WA 

 Dec 3 1030 
 

1145 
1800 

Two vehs, loaded with culverting & mine warfare stores destroyed 
by shell fire 
Mine warfare veh repaired, culverting veh replaced from Coy Pool 
Personnel returned from Adv Dump to Coy locn 

 
 
 
WA 

 
BERINGEN 

Dec 4  Bailey Pl & ½ F.B.E. Pl left command. 
All Mech Eqpt less Autopatrol from 12 Corps returned to 6 M.E. 
Sec. 

WA 
 
WA 

 Dec 5  One Sec Tippers returned to 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy. WA 
 Dec 6 1400 

 
 

2345 

26 Bailey Br Pl placed under command 279 Fd Coy. 
Eqpt unloaded during darkness at Map Ref 889122 Map Sheet Q1 
ESSEN. 
26 Bailey Br Pl returned empty to Coy locn. 

 
 
WA 

 Dec 7  26 Bailey Br Pl reloaded at Army Dump in HELMOND. Large majority 
of Coy personnel employed in making road for Stores Dump & in 
repairing billets 

 
WA 

 Dec 8  Coy still employed on roads & repair of billets 
Annual dose of anti-typhus inoculation completed. 
First consignment of stores for repair of damaged houses fetched 
from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 

 
 
WA 

 
BERINGEN 

Dec 9 0900 Two secs tippers returned to 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
First allotment of stores for repair of buildings collected from 
508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 

 
 
WA 
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 10 Dec  First allotment of Defence Stores collected from 508 Corps Fd Pk 
Coy. Main items were Sandbags, Barbed Wire, Screw & Wood 
Pickets, Trench Boards, Camouflage Nets & Garnished Wire 
Netting. 
Autopatrol returned to 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 

 
 
WA 

 11 Dec  Issue of defence stores, & stores for repair of buildings 
commenced. 
2 no D7 Angledozers Armd returned to 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
All available personnel employed on road making & drainage of 
dump 
1 no Cl V Raft arrived from 106 Br Coy R.A.S.C. & 3 no Cl III 
Rafts. 66 ft KAPOK collected from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
Autopatrol collected from 25 Mech Eqpt Sec. 

 
 
 
 
WA 

BERINGEN Dec 12  Continuation of normal work & repair of billets. WA 
 Dec 13  As for Dec 12. A/O.C. to lecture & medal presentation by Field 

Marshall Montgomery 
 
WA 

 Dec 14  Experimental work on TROMBONE cooker commenced. C.R.E. ordered 2 
no hand operated snow ploughs to be constructed. 

 
WA 

BERINGEN Dec 15  100 no hand operated snow ploughs ordered by C.R.E. to be made  
" Dec 16  3 charges each of a 5 gal oil drum filled with explosive & 

sealed against moisture discovered in road beside Coy Office. 
Immediate steps were taken to remove these. 

WA 

" Dec 19  Cl V Raft returned to 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
Billet Recce Party sent to recce area GROBBENDONCK - ANTWERP 
Sheet 3, 9092. Suitable accn found & party returned same evening 

 
 
WA 

 Dec 20  Adv Party warned to stand by, but no movement orders received.  
 Dec 22  100 no hand operated snow ploughs completed. 20 no issued to 

each Field Coy & H.Q.R.E. 
WA 

BERINGEN 23 Dec  C.R.E. ordered 400 hand operated snow ploughs to be made for use 
by Inf Units. Also ordered two Assault Boats Mk II to be 
modified to accommodate 4 oarsmen & a cox. 

 
 
WA 

 24 Dec  26 Br Pl vehs unloaded & used for General Tpt duties. WA 
 25 Dec  Coy holiday  
 26 Dec  O.C. 48 hrs leave in Brussels. LT S.H. LIGHT took over command 

of Coy. 
WA 

 27 Dec  Large quantities of defence stores collected from 508 Corps Fd 
Pk Coy. These comprised Concertina Wire, Screw Pickets, Wood 
Pickets, Barbed Wire, Sandbags, etc. 
Modified Assault Boats tested in canal & found to be 
impracticable using paddles in lieu of oars. 

 
 
WA 



 28 Dec  Search of district made for oars suitable for modified Ass Boats 
- none could be found. C.R.E. asked to obtain F.B.E. oars which 
would be modified. Weather - foggy. 

 
 
WA 

 
BERINGEN 

29 Dec  O.C. returned from Brussels. Defence stores being issued 
continually to Inf Bns. Weather - frosty with slight thaw in 
evening. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BERINGEN 

30 Dec  C.R.E. ordered one snow plough, to be towed behind a 3 ton 4 x 4 
lorry, to be constructed. Design made out & work commenced. 
One 3 ton 4 x 4 lorry with snow plough permanently attached in 
front collected from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy. 
C.R.E. issued instructions that all R.E. personnel proceeding on 
leave should report previous evening to this Unit, have all docs 
etc checked & be despatched following morning in 624 Fd Pk Coy 
tpt to DIV Check Point. 
First Leave Party for U.K. arrived. 
Weather - frosty. 
Machinery lorry broke down. When stripped it was found that 
armature bearing on generator was faulty. Temp repairs carried 
out by reversing bearing, & new bearings indented for. Armature 
etc thoroughly overhauled. 
278 Fd Coy experimenting with Bosch Sign Light. They hope to 
replace carbon arc by an electric bulb. 4 no 70 volt 250 Watt 
lamps obtained from PHILIPS EINDHOVEN & issued to 278 FD COY.  

 
 
 
WA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WA 

 31 Dec  First leave party to U.K. despatched. 
Repairs on machy lorry continued. Welder with cutting apparatus 
sent to 20 FD COY, who are removing a demolished Girder Bridge. 
Large type Oxy-acetylene cutter received. This was obtained as 
it was found that type issued was not powerful enough for the 
cutting of large girders on demolished bridges 
Weather - frosty. 
 
                                          W.E. Archibald Capt 
 

 
 
 
 
WA 
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BERINGEN 1  C.R.E. visited Coy to watch tests carried out on Mk II Assault 
Boats converted to accommodate 4 no oarsmen & 1 no cox. Was 
satisfied with test & ordered 1 no additional Mk II & 2 no Mk III 
Ass Boats to be converted. Weather - Frosty. 

 

" 2  Large quantity of hardcore, cement, timber, poles etc collected 
from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy for use of 20 FD COY who are building a 
Bailey Br on timber piles. 

 

" 3  Snow plough to be towed behind 3 ton 4 x 4 lorry completed. 
Weather - thaw setting in. 

 

" 4  Maj J.B. Kelsall new O.C. arrived. 
Thaw precautions imposed on roads. Stores unable to be collected 
or issued 

 

 5    CREME inspected vehicles on charge.  
" 6    Concrete Mixer 10/7 delivered to KELPEN br site 647947 for use 

by 20 Fd Coy. 
 

BERINGEN 8    Received orders to make mobile shower bath for each Bde.  
" 10    Padre's Hour commenced also Church Service.  
" 13  OC visited DCRE EINDHOVEN and local firms to obtain timber.  
" 14    D4 and D6 A/dozers sent out to 279 Fd Coy.  
" 15    Misc craft incl rowing boats, FB w/propn unit, storm boat 

w/Evinrude motor and Asst Boats delivered to 20 Fd Coy at OBBACHT 
6272 for trg inf parties in watermanship on R MAAS. 

 

" 
 
 
 

BERINGEN 

17    4 Bailey Crib Sets Type "A" collected and delivered to KELPEN 
Br Site. 
  One 3 ton 4 x 4 winch lorry and one 180 galls water trailer 
collected from 8 Corps Veh Park for 26 Br Pl - these authorised 
by Amdt 3 to W.E. II/196/1 

 

" 18    2½ ton roller received from 508 Corps Fd Pk Coy and sent to 279 
Fd Coy. 
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" 21    Recce Party to new location near HERENTHALS 9790 - subsequently 
directed to TILBURG 1632 area and reconnoitred MOERGESTEL 2230 on 
23 Jan. 

 

" 24    Coy moved to MOERGESTEL  
MOERGESTEL 26    Remainder of stores arrived from BERINGEN - move now complete.  

 28    One Sec Br Pl used by 30 Corps Tps RE. 
  O.C. attended conference at H.Q.R.E. and was briefed for 
Operation VERITABLE - work required construction of 500 tripods 
with gap marking signs and notice boards. 

 

MOERGESTEL 29    Sec of Br Pl refilled. 
  Design for gap marking tripod approved. 

 

 30    Copy of Stores Demand for VERITABLE received - whole stores 
lift will require 27, 3 ton lorries 

 

 31    Special Int Summary for VERITABLE received 
  Admin Instructions for VERITABLE received - new locn in 
Assembly Area is MARIENBOOM HOTEL, NIJMEGEN 720601 
 
                                            JB Kelsall Maj R.E. 
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MOERGESTEL 1    O.C. recced new location at NIJMEGEN - MARIENBOOM HOTEL M.R. 
720601 - very short of space 15 sq ft per man - adequate veh 
standings and Stores Dump - no Workshop facilities - they will 
have to remain at MOERGESTEL and complete work in hand for ops. 

 

" 2    CSM and 2 men sent to new locn to start making place habitable. 
  4 Armd D7 A/Dozers arrived on tptrs. 
  Preliminary Movement Instructions received. Adv Party 3 Feb 
Main Body night 4/5 

 

" 
 
 
 

MOERGESTEL 

3    Adv Party of 1 NCO and 3 ORs sent off. 
  O.C. and 2i/c visited new locn and tied up details. 
  Release for first lot of stores for VERITABLE received. Will be 
collected when first 6 RASC 3 ton lorries arrive tomorrow. 
Collection from 1 Cdn Army Dump TILBURG - L.O. sent tonight to 
arrange details of collection. 

 

 4 1030 
 

1230 
1800 

  Offrs attended talk in TILBURG at which G.O.C. 30 Corps and GOC 
15 (S) Div gave the picture of the op "VERITABLE" 
  Conference at HQ RE attended by O.C. 
  Main Body left MOERGESTEL at 1800 hrs for new locn. Route 
OISTERWIJK 2234 - S'HERTOGENBOSCH 3246 - HEESCH 4751 - OSS 4754 - 
HERPEN 5554 - RAVESTEIN 5657 - WIJCHEN 6158 - BEUNINGEN 6464 - 
NIJMEGEN 7062. 
  Side lights only to S'HERTOGENBOSCH after there only 
differential lights. Rds well sign posted but surface badly 
broken up in many places. This made going very difficult. Whole 
convoy of 55 vehicles arrived at destination by 050100 hrs less 3 
vehicles and Mech Eqpt. Latter consisted of 2 Armd D7s A/Dozers 
with Hyster winches on 20 ton Albion semi-trailer tptrs and 1 D6 
w A/dozer and 1 D4 w A/dozer and Hyster winch each on 18 ton 
Carrimore Trailer towed by Mack 6 x 6 tractor. Classn of trains 
first two Cl 39, third Cl 37 and fourth Cl 34. These were refused 
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entry to a Cl 40 bridge at RAVESTEIN for purely psychological 
reasons as the Clns were marked on the vehicles. 

NIJMEGEN 5    Missing vehicles arrived. 
  Collection of stores and organisation of Dump began. 
  O.C. briefed all officers for VERITABLE 

 

" 6    Stores collection contd. Issues made to Fd Coys for loading on 
AVRE sledges and Kangaroos. 
  12 RASC 3 ton 4 x 4 arrived - total now 18. 
  2 Armd D7s w/Adozers arrived. 
  6 Sherdozers arrived and sent out to Fd Coys. 
  All special stores being made by Wksp Pl collected incl sand 
sprayer, gap marking signs, tripods, notice boards etc. 
  All culverting being made up into 10' lengths. 

 

" 
 
 
 

NIJMEGEN 

7    During day Fd Coys drew their stores allotments. Two loads 
culverting sent to 20 and 278 Fd Coys. They retain vehs - leaves 
16. 
  H.Q. RE 15 (S) Div Op Order No 4 received. 
  O.C. spoke to all O.Rs and briefed them. C in C's and Army 
Cmd's personal messages read out. 
  Received 18 tippers loaded with ballast. Sent out straight away 
to 20 Fd Coy for urgent work. Were out all night. 20 working nos. 
with shovels sent from Br Pl to load hardcore. 
  O.C. attended final conference at HQ RE at 1700 hrs. We are to 
send fwd 11 lorry loads of stores to an adv dump on night 8/9 
Feb. To consist of:- 5 logs, 2 culverting, 1 flexboards & logs, 3 
chespale - all RASC. Also one Mine Warfare Stores lorry. 

 

" 8  
1045 

 
 

0830 

  Wireless net opened 0800 hrs. 
  Div Res of Tools lorry ordered up to HQ RE. Lorry left at 1120. 
  Tippers 18 all returned and were re-sorted. Six went to 278 Fd 
Coy. 
  Br Pl returned to billets. 

 

NIJMEGEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NIJMEGEN 

9 0130 
 

0730 
1500 

 
 

1430 
 

1600 
 
 

  Received orders to send out vehs for Adv Dump at first light. 
To be at KRANENBURG STA 803558. All vehs already loaded. 
  Convoy for Adv Dump left. Arrived destination safely. 
  Fd Stores sent out 6 men to mark Tank Track "EGG" under 
supervision of F.E.2. This required for move through of tracks of 
43 Div at 1800 hrs. 
  O.C. at Adv Dump - mine warfare stores only items being issued 
so far - these will be replenished tomorrow. 
  O.C. met A/CRE at HQ RE and agreed to send out Br Pl to work on 
rly from level Xing at KRANENBURG 801558 towards GROESBEEK. Work 

 



 
 

1715 
1730 

is to fill northern pair of rails with ballast so that rly can be 
used for tracks. 
  20 Fd Coy collected 6 loaded tippers. 
  Br Pl left for KRANENBURG - personnel only. 

" 10 1700 
1730 
1800 

Br Pl returned having worked almost continuously 
Wksp Pl arrived from MOERGESTEL 
O.C. attended CRE's conference. 

 

" 11 2130 
2345 

Warned that 26 Br Pl will be required tonight. 
2i/c returned to say Br Pl reqd to report to 20 Fd Coy at 
KRANENBURG as soon as possible. 

 

NIJMEGEN 12 0400 
 

1200 
 

1300 

  Br Pl arrived 20 Fd Coy after difficult journey on flooded 
roads. 
  OC visited HQ RE after travelling in 4 x 4 winch lorry along 
rds flooded up to 2ft deep. 
  Adv Dump returned to this locn, having been flooded out of 
KRANENBURG Sta. 

 

" 13 0930 
 

1100 
2200 

  OC visited SO RE 30 Corps and got latest battle picture - now 
out of touch with HQRE except by wireless through 278 Fd Coy. 
  6 tippers despatched to 278 Fd Coy. 
  Part of Br Pl returned remainder came in later. 

 

" 14    Br Pl refilled from Army Dump.  
" 15 1400   Warning order to move received. OC with Adv Party left for HQ 

RE in CLEVE. Locn recced at DONSBRUGGEN E8757. 
 

DONSBRUGGEN 16 0830   Coy arrived after difficult journey through REICHSWALD FOREST 
and outskirts of CLEVE. Enemy shelling entrances to and exit from 
REICHSWALD. 
  Accommodation good on whole. 

 

" 17    Stores Pl went back to NIJMEGEN to collect and dispose of 
remainder of Dump. 
  D4 A/dozer and 3 loads of culverting sent to 279 Fd Coy. 

 

" 18    Stores Pl collecting Sommerfeld Track from Army Dump NIJMEGEN. 
  Br Pl collected a 15 cwt truck for completion of vehicle 
establishment. 
  Following eqpt from 86 Cdn Br Coy arrived under cmd 2 Secs FBE, 
4 Asst Boat Units, 2 Cl 5 Rafts, 2 Kapok Units. 

 

DONSBRUGGEN 21    O.C. and 2i/c did recce for new locn but no suitable site 
found. 

 

" 22 1200 
 
 

1600 

  LO from HQ RE arrived to say Coy must move. O.C. and 2i/c 
recced again and found harbour area in fields at E907459 North of 
GOCH. 
  CRE said Coy move at once. 

 



1930   Coy completed move - all men bivouac - no billets available. 
E907459 23    Lt Lodge Oi/c Fd Stores Pl posted to 20 Fd Coy. Lt Meredith at 

present Oi/c 26 Br Pl will take over Fd Stores and new officer Lt 
Thompson will be Oi/c 26 Br Pl. 
  Small amount of br eqpt sent out to 278 Fd Coy for br at 
E923432. 

 

E907459 24  
1400 
1730 

  Wksp Pl ordered to stand by to move to LOUVAIN as Adv Pty. 
  Wksp Pl ordered out to assist 278 Fd Coy with br at E932423. 
  Br completed Wksp Pl returned. 
  Ordered to send Adv Party to TILBURG tomorrow. Coy to move 
following day. 

 

" 25 0530 
 
 
 

2130 

  Adv Pty left. 
  Rep 3 Br Div RE arrived to arrange hand over of Dump stores, 
Mech Eqpt, tippers and attd br. 
  Orders received to move tomorrow at 1630. 
  OC visited CRE - move cancelled. 278, 279 Fd Coys, HQ RE and 
this Unit remain present locns to carry out rd work for 3 Br Div 
- approx 48 hrs work. 
  This Coy reqd to supply rubble on 6 tippers and baulks and 
planks on Br Pl vehicles. 
  In absence of Fd Pk Coy of 3 Br Div this Coy issuing stores and 
Mech Eqpt to Fd Coys of 3 Br Div. 

 

" 26  
 

1330 

  Wksp Pl providing rubble and loading tippers. Br Pl collecting 
and carrying timber for rd u/con by 278 Fd Coy. 
  Rep from 15 Fd Pk Coy, 3 Br Div arrived and took over stores 
etc. 

 

" 27    Wksp Pl again working for 278 Fd Coy. Br Pl completed delivery 
of timber. 
  15 Fd Pk Coy arrived. 
  Orders received to move at 0910 tomorrow to s'HERTOGENBOSCH 

 

E907459 28 0910 
1245 

  Coy moved off for s'HERTOGENBOSCH 
  Arrived new location. Accommodation in large Tech School - 
quite good. Vehs parked in streets. Great difficulty in keeping 
local civilians from pilfering. 
 
                                            JB Kelsall Maj R.E. 
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S'HERTOGEN 
BOSCH 

1  
 
 
 
 
 

1345 
1600 

Coy in rest area. Work to be done incl checking of all plant, 
eqpt and vehicles and necessary repairs, checking of individuals 
kit and making good, bringing inoculations etc up to date. Baths 
for all. 
  Propn of unit get afternoon off with tpt to TILBURG or other 
places within 30 mile radius. 
  Br Pl refilled 3 Panel & 2 Decking - complete now. 
  OC visited CRE - received orders re GOCs parade on 7 Mar - we 
must find parade ground and erect flag pole also get made a RE 
flag with Div sign. 
  Vacancies for Brussels leave received 1 or 2 offrs and 52 ORs 
every 4 days. 
  Now under 1st Cdn Army for RE stores etc. 

 

 
S'HERTOGEN 

BOSCH 

2 1630   CRE called - we are to collect Storm Boats and Mk III Asst 
Boats for trg of Inf Bdes. 
  Br Pl offloaded 6 vehs to provide reccy tpt for recreational 
journeys etc. 

 

" 3 1000   Stores Pl left for Army Dump at TILBURG to collect Boats and 
deliver to Bdes. Evinrude motors will be held here until required 
for actual use. 

 

" 4  
 

2315 

  First leave party left for BRUSSELS - 1 offr and 52 O.Rs - 
greatly depleted Unit's working capacity. 
  CRE called to say we would be moving on 6 Mar to DIEST area 
K16. Storm boats etc to be collected from Bdes and taken. Means 
using 6 Br vehs and returning for br eqpt. Will also have to 
allow for leave personnel returning from BRUSSELS pm 6 mar. 

 

S'HERTOGEN 
BOSCH 

5 0830 
1000 
1200 
2345 

  Stores Pl collecting in Storm Boats etc. Other Pls loading up. 
  Ordered to send Adv Pty to HQ 2 A Tps near LOMMEL K39. 
  Adv Pty left. 
  Orders for move received. Pass S.P. at 1330 tomorrow. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



" 6 1830   Coy arrived at new locn HEPPEN K2583. Delayed 2 hours at Dis Pt 
through not knowing exact locn. Rep had to go to Div HQ to find 
this. 
  Rear Pty left with 2i/c. 

 

HEPPEN 7 0800 
 

0900 

  Storm Bts etc off-loaded and vehs returned to s'HERTOGENBOSCH 
to collect their normal br loads and other stores. 
  Welding set (elec) left for 18 GHQ Tps Engrs - to be there 2 
days. 

 

" 10    Storm Boats and engines reissued to Bdes. 
  Preliminary instructions for Exercise "BUFFALO" received. 

 

" 11    Ordered to provide 2 offrs & 2 Sgts as umpires for Ex 
"BUFFALO". 

 

" 12    Ordered to make 20 Storm Boat sledges. Stores available from 
265 Corps Fd Pk Coy (12 Corps). Sledges to be completed by 20 
Mar. 

 

" 13    O.C. and others briefed at EELEN K6176. Visited sites for 
Exercise "BUFFALO". 

 

" 
 
 

HEPPEN 

14    O.C. and other umpires attended exercise "BUFFALO". Asst 
crossing by 2 Bdes of R MAAS in LVTs and Storm Boats, Cl 9 and Cl 
50/60 rafts. 
  Dutch Interpreter sent out to obtain stores for Storm Boats 
sledges - many items not available from 12 Corps e.g. sheet 
metal, bolts etc. All were requisitioned from LOUVAIN or 
BRUSSELS. 

 

" 15    Wksp machinery lorry not available. Timber for sledges cut by 
local contract. 
  Umpires went out for night version of BUFFALO. 

 

" 16    O.C. out all day - visited 508 Fd Pk Coy to obtain timber for 
sledges. 

 

" 17    OC and 2i/c recced new location near SONSBECK A0635 - very 
congested but found a possible site - on return asked Div to 
confirm and were told we had been given wrong locn. 

 

" 18    Oi/c Br Pl left early with small Adv party for new locn area 
A0164. 
  Oi/c Stores Pl left to collect 14 RASC lorries and then load 
stores at WEERT K5997 and take them to new locn. 
  Work on sledges progressing well. 
  Collected 7 weasels for Fd Coys & HQ RE. 
  Coy will move on 21 Mar. 

 

HEPPEN 19    Stores Pl collecting Storm Boats and engines from Bdes and 
delivering to 12 Corps Dump. 

 



  20 Storm Boat sledges completed - also navigation signs for 
Rhine ferries. 
  Move to new locn now 21 Mar - new locn will be near KEVELAER 
A0033 

" 20    Coy packing up & preparing for move.  
" 21    Move at 220040 - O.C. went on ahead.  

ALT WETTEN 
A0033 

22 0730 
 
 
 
 

1630 

  Coy arrived in new locn, after tiring journey. Two accidents 
Ramp Lorry of Br Pl and compressors of Stores Pl both complete 
write-offs. 
  Large programme of stores collection from 12 Corps Dump nearby. 
  Received 18 more RASC lorries - total of 24 now. 
  OC attended CRE's "O" Gp. 

 
 
 
See Appx "A" JBK 

" 23  
1200 

 
1400 

  Stores continued collection & preparation. 
  OC attended CRE's "O" Gp - received detailed instrs re sending 
fwd of stores vehs etc to far bank of RHINE. 
  40 RASC lorries arrived for loading with Br Eqpt from 12 Corps 
Dump as follows - 30 Bailey, 3 Asst Boats, 2 Kapok, 5 LSUs (FBE 
eqpt). 26 Br Pl organising this - completed by 2000 hrs. 

See Appx "B" JBK 

" 24 0200 
0600 
0730 
1300 
1330 

  Op TORCHLIGHT commenced. 
  Ordered to send fwd first 10 stores vehs. 
  Stores vehs left. 
  Next 5 stores vehs to go fwd. 
  Vehs left. 

 

 25 0130   Ordered to send up a LSU to meet rep 20 Coy at Cl 9 FBE Br at 
0600 - left at 0400. 
  Ordered to collect replacement veh for 26 Br Pl. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MEHR 
191248 

26 0200   Recd order to move across R RHINE. Head of col to pass Cl 9 
Bailey Pontoon br at M.R. A0846 at 0845 hrs. New locn in area 
A1248. 
  Large propn of Dump Stores to remain also Mack 6 x 6 tractors 
with Carrimore trailers, latter too heavy. 
  Collected in stores and lorries sent across river previously. 
  CRE called and gave verbal orders - Div Br Pl to 278 Fd Coy and 
Bailey Pl on 30 RASC lorries to 20 Fd Coy - also reallocation of 
Mech Eqpt. 

 

" 27  
 

2230 

  Br Pl returned - RASC Bailey lorries as emptied returned to Div 
Maint Area. 
  CRE called and gave allotment of stores & eqpt to 20 Fd Coy for 
tomorrow's task. 
  Wksp Pl erected Water Point. 

 

" 28  
 
  Div Br Pl refilled. All surplus br eqpt dumped at Corps Dump 
and empty vehs returned. 

 



1700 
 
 

2130 

  Recd orders to move to area 1648 - to be clear by 2359 tonight. 
  OC did recce - found locn in area but approaches sand & earth 
tracks in fair condition. 
  Coy complete in new locn - Mech Eqpt had returned. 

A1648 29    OC visited CRE - latter agreed to our returning all bulk stores 
and br eqpt still on RASC vehs - to retain 6 of latter only. 
  Water Point closed - had issued 34000 galls water in 2½ days. 

 

 30 0800   Br Pl went out to 12 Corps Tps to build a br at BOCHOLT A26. 
  O.C. visited 265 Corps Fd Pk Coy (12 Corps) and arranged to 
return surplus stores & br eqpt. Also to return refill Div Br Pl. 
  CRE said we could look for a locn with Coy accom under cover 
and if found move there. Locn found at A199571. 

 

 31    Coy moved to new locn. 
 
                                            JB Kelsall Maj R.E. 
31 Mar 45 
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BOCHOLT 1  O.C. Coy departed on U.K. leave 31 MAR. CAPT W.E. ARCHIBALD 
assumed command. Coy carried out maint on all eqpt. 

 

" 2  DIV R.E. inspected by G.O.C. 15 (S) DIV.  
" 3  Movement orders received - Coy packed up.  
" 4  Move cancelled.  

GREVIN 5  Coy moved to A851893 near GREVIN.  
" 6  All G1098 Bulldozers & two oxy-acetylene cutting teams attached 

to 278 Fd Coy for work on Br site at 960027 over DORTMUND-EMS 
CANAL. Bulldozers dammed & completed track across canal. 6 no 
attached tippers despatched to R.E. 8 Corps. 

 

HILLE 7  Coy moved to Map ref W685180 near HILLE  
" 
 
 

HILLE 

8  Cl III Armd bulldozer & Coles Crane despatched to 279 Fd Coy. 
Cl IV    "     "      despatched to 278 Fd Coy for work on Brs 
over R. WESER. 
Three German Trailers (3 ton) found & repair work carried out - 
now useful load carriers. 6 no R.A.S.C. lorries returned to 
C.R.A.S.C. 

 

" 9  Wearing surface for 400 ft Bailey Br obtained, cut, & delivered 
to 279 Fd Coy. Maintenance on Unit eqpt carried out. 

 

" 10  Br Pl & G1098 Mech Eqpt joined 20 Fd Coy & moved to WUNSTORF 
(W1527). Orders to prepare for move received by Coy. 

 

WUNSTORF 
 
 
 
 
 

WUNSTORF 

11 0600 
 

1330 

Coy moved to WUNSTORF (W1527) 
1 no Cl II Armd Tractor attached to Coy. 
Cl II Armd Tractor despatched to 20 Fd Coy. 
5 no Decking, 6 no Panel, 2 no Ramp, 2 no Accessory, 8 no Bow 
Pontoon, 3 no Centre Pontoon, & 6 no Floating Bay Units, 4 no 
Landing Stage Units, 2 no L.S. Centre Panel Unit, 2 no Asst 
Rafting Units attached to Coy. Br op in view - crossing of R. 
ALLER in area W5850 
17 no Mk III & 7 no Mk II Assault Boats collected from crossing 
site at W9132. Large number of bullet holes in canvas repaired. 
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Carrimore Trailer carrying bulldozer hit by mortar shell - 
Trailer rendered u/s. 

FUHRBERG 12    Moved to FUHRBERG X4343  
" 13    O.C. returned from leave. Coy moved to SCHARNHORST X7262  

SCHARNHORST 14    Recd one Cl II one Cl III one Cl IV dozers and two 10 RB 
excavators - all issued to 279 Coy and 100 Fd Coy of 8 Corps Tps. 
  Many prisoners taken from nearby woods and many came in 
voluntarily. 
  Greatly embarrassed by numerous freed Poles Russians and other 
nationalities. 

 

SCHARNHORST 15    Moved to near RABER X8079. 
  Br Pl returned and empties sent away to refill. 
  D4 dozer with Mack Tractor & Carrimore trailer destroyed by 
enemy action while attd to 278 Coy at STADENSEN X9079. All 
personnel escaped but lost all kit. 
  Wksp Pl repaired partially demolished Br near RABER. 
  Coy located on extreme left flank of Div - nothing on West of 
us - listening posts occupied at night. 

 

RABER 16    Br on vehs of 90 Coy RASC returned to this Coy - now hold equiv 
of RASC Pl. Wksp Pl assisted 278 Coy in building Water Point. 

 

" 17  
1200 

  Wksp Pl took over op of Water Pt. 
  OC attended CRE's "O" Gp - reallocation of Br Eqpt and other 
resources - this effective by evening. 

 

" 18    Standing by to move.  
" 19    Moved to EPPENSEN X8898 - good locn in large farms 

  Wksp Pl set up Water Pt at BUNSTORF X9199 - pt in last area 
dismantled. 

 

EPPENSEN 20    Moved to near SCHARNBECK S8626 - no covered accom - Coy 
bivouacked. 

 

" 21    Wksp Pl off-loaded and started to work normally. Fd Stores & Br 
Pl carrying out check and maint of eqpt. 6 attd RASC lorries 
ordered away during night. 

 

" 22    Coy almost back to normal employment. Off-loaded 6 Br Pl vehs 
for gen use. 
  2 3 ton lorries left to take leave party to GENNEP - they will 
be away at least 4 days. 
  CRE called in evening - we are to start making small fascines 
(2 man load) for crater filling in fwd areas. 

 

" 23    3 Br Pl vehs called away for 3 days to help produce a composite 
Pl for RASC - we are now completely immobile. 

 



" 24    Coy employed on maint & repair of vehs & eqpt. Also making 
small fascines for crater-filling, timber dogs, cutting wearing 
surface and 5ft pickets and making up culverting. 

 

" 26 2000   OC attends CRE's "O" Gp - outlines plan for crossing Elbe. 
  A fwd Mech Eqpt Park established at this locn for 11 AGRE. No 
less than 18 dozers of all types arrive here and are sent out. 
Incl are 4 Clark Cl V airborne dozers - very small and doubtful 
if they are of much value but they can be carried in L.V.Ts. Even 
so if they arrive on enemy bank of a river early in an asst their 
noise will make them conspicuous and there is no protection for 
the operator. 

 

 27    Nine vehs of Br Pl had dumped loads fwd during night for br to 
be built by 278 Fd Coy tonight. Br Pl now refills. 

 

" 28 0900   CRE's "O" Gp. Final orders received. We are to load 9 RASC 
lorries with stores for op ENTERPRISE due to start at 0200 hrs 
tomorrow. 
  All Mech Eqpt now disposed of except own three and two 
attached. 

 

" 29 1000   Five dozers sent fwd to cross ELBE by Cl 40 rafts at ARTLENBURG 
S8334. Last one crossed at 1745 after spending day under shell-
fire & bombing. 
  Considerable enemy air activity all day. 
  Br Pl and 15 cwts from Store Pl left at 2000 hrs to cross by Cl 
9 br. Remainder of Coy require Cl 40 on account of trailers. 

 

" 30  
 
 
 
 
 

2100 

  Br Pl still in Marshalling Area - do not cross till 1200 hrs 
today. Find locn in LAUENBURG S8835 to which Coy will move 
tonight. We are to cross Cl 40 br at 2300 hrs. 
  Much enemy air activity - several are shot down. A Spitfire 
makes a forced landing through engine trouble near us. Pilot OK 
and we take him to LUNEBURG. 
  Move cancelled as we are about to move off. 11 Armd Div have 
been given full use of br. 
 
                                            JB Kelsall Maj RE. 
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SCHARNEBECK 
S8525 

1    Standing by all day to move.  

" 2 0300   Coy left for GULZOW S8342 via Cl 40 br over ELBE. Great deal of 
traffic congestion - arrived locn 1030. 

 

GULZOW 4 0800 
2100 

  Coy moved to OTJENDORF S7268. 
  Wireless stated all resistance ceased on this front. 

 

OTJENDORF 7    Inf Maj arrived from 5 Br Div & stated he had to put 3000 P.W. 
in this area - not a pleasant prospect and we must move. 
  O.C., Br Pl offr and 18 ORs attend parade at LUBECK where Corps 
Cmd addresses all RE who took part in Elbe crossing. 

 

" 8    A new C.S.M. arrives for this Coy. This is VE day and the Coy 
has to move. We find a good locn at BARGFELD-STEGEN 

 

BARGFELD 9 1700   O.C. attends a conference at which Div Cmd sets out his policy 
for occupation. 

 

" 13    Started recce for new permanent locn for Coy. We must have a 
good workshop and carpenters shop, also a stores dump. 
  A suitable place found at BAD SEGEBERG, a very good metal 
workshop with lathes, forge, welding gear, drill, cutters and 
tinsmiths' tools. There is also a good carpenter's shop with 
adequate machinery. 

 

" 14    Detailed recce of new locn carried out. We decide it is the 
place. Wksp Pl to move on Wed 16 May and rest of Coy on 17 May. 
Only drawback Wksp Pl is a mile from rest of Coy and will have to 
be detached. 

 

BARGFELD 15    Visit HQRE - CRE has large order for manufacture of camp 
structures for 8 Corps. We shall have to carry out this 
programme. 

 

 16    Wksp Pl     move to BAD SEGEBERG S6997.  
 17    Rest of Coy   "   "  "      "  

BAD SEGEBERG 21    Stores Pl start collecting into the Dump hutting and other 
desirable stores. 
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  Wksp Pl still getting organised and putting new machines in. 
" 25    OC informed by CRE that he is being posted back to HQ 8 Corps 

as SORE (Tng). 
 

" 28    CE 2 Army and CE 8 Corps call to look at Wksp Pl. Production of 
Camp structures has just started today. 

 

" 30    Posting order for new OC received. 
 
                                            JB Kelsall Maj RE. 
31 May 45 
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Storrington Jun 1 0001 Still under command 624 Field Park Coy R.E. 
Second battle dress handed in. 

 
B.E.F. 

  "  2  Pl off collects mine detector from C.O.D. Greenford. B.E.F. 
  "  3  Sappers assist wksps platoon. B.E.F. 
  "  6  "D" day. All ranks delighted to hear news. 

Trucks loaded and ready to move at short notice. 
 
B.E.F. 

  "  7  3 jacks returned from Field stores pl. B.E.F. 
  "  8  Platoon on training. B.E.F. 
 15  Platoon made up to strength with sappers in lieu of drivers. 

Should have moved to day according to plan. 
 
B.E.F. 

 16  OC 624 Fd Pk Coy receives order to move. B.E.F. 
 17  Pl moves to marshalling area. B.E.F. 
 18  ) Waiting to be called to embarkation area.  
 - 25  ) Weather excellent. B.E.F. 
 26  Arrive embarkation area and embark L.C.T. 4 with part of LAD ATT 

624 FD PK COY. No difficulties in loading. Five hours wait in 
embarkation area. 

 
 
B.E.F. 

CULLY 
La Riviere 

Jun 
27 

1400 
 

1500 
1700 
2300 

Arrive beachhead. Landed on wrong beach. No transit area or signs. 
No beach group. 3 vehs drowned out of 6. 
Reach assembly area. 
Leave after putting bulldozer on trailer. 
Arrive map reference given. No sign of company. Middle of American 
area at Blay, W. of Bayeux. 

 
B.E.F. 
 
B.E.F. 
 
B.E.F. 

CULLY 28 0900 Arrived coy location at CULLY. Difficulty experienced with tractor 
and trailer in French lanes. 
8 trucks arrived all told. One requires towing. Remaining six 
missing. 

 
B.E.F. 
 
B.E.F. 

 30  5 of remaining six vehs arrive location. 
     STRENGTH    1 officer    40 ORs 
     Platoon ready for use. 
                                         B.E. Field Lieut R.E. 

B.E.F. 
B.E.F. 
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Shermanbury 1 1000 Lecture by 2ic to 1 & HQ Coys on 'Organization of Beaches, 
Transit & Assembly Areas' with aid of cloth model. 

LB 
LB 

do 3 1030 
1400 
1700 

Mines demonstration by C Section. 
Test of reception of MET broadcasts and ARTY/R 
AF W3008 & 3009 submitted to GHQ 2nd Echelon 

LB 
LB 
LB Appx 'A' 

 5 1000 
2000 

Lecture by 2ic to 1 & HQ Coys on Movements 
15 (S) INF DIV SIGS 'OVERLORD' SIG INSTR No. 1. 

LB 
LB Appx 'C' 

do 6 0200 
1000 

Code-word 'ADORATION' received - all wireless closed down 
EME lectured all drivers on 2nd stage waterproofing and driving 
through water 

LB 
LB 

do 
 
 
 
 
 

Shermanbury 

7 0900 
1000 
1500 
1600 
1000 
2000 

Letter from Supreme Comd recd & issued to troops 
Operational maps issued 
AMDT No. 3 to OVERLORD FREQ ALLOTMENT ISSUED 
OVERLORD SIGS INSTR No. 2 issued 
Code word 'EDINBURGH' - Advance Party on 2 hrs notice to move 
Code word 'CASTLE' - Advance Party concentrated at Div HQ 
Waterproofing of Sig Eqpt completed. 

LB 
LB 
LB Appx 'C' 
LB Appx 'D' 
LB 
LB 
LB 

do 10 1700 AF W3008 & 3009 submitted to GHQ 2nd Echelon LB Appx 'E' 
 

West Grinstead 
 

Southampton 

11 0015 
1000 
1200 
1800 

Orders to concentrate at Div HQ by 1000 hrs. 
Concentrated (Main Body) - Residue left at Shermanbury. 
Moved off to Marshalling Area 
Arrived at Marshalling Area. Stage 2 waterproofing commenced 

LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 

 12 1500 Stage 2 waterproofing completed. Officers briefed. 
Embarkation documents completed. 

LB 
LB 

do 
 
 
do  

13 1000 
 
 

1200 
1300 
2000 

Officers i/c Unit Parties chosen. Men formed up and checked. 
321 Officers & ORs (incl 14 Staff Offs & 16 attached ORs) 68 
vehicles 12 motor-cycles 
Left for Embarkation Area, arrived 1300 hrs. 
Completed Stage 3 waterproofing at dock-side 
Embarked on LST (American) 

LB 
LB 
 
LB 
LB 
LB 

do 
English Channel 

14 0100 
1130 

Sailed 
Anchored off LE HAMEL (O Sheet 7E/3 7786) 

LB 
LB 
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LE HAMEL 
 

BUHOT 
O 864850 

2200 
2230 
2400 

Disembarked - waded 3 feet of water. 
Air-raid alert - smoke screen laid 
Arrived Assembly Area - bivouac-ed. 

LB 
LB 
LB 

 
ST. GABRIEL 
O 880795 

15 1100 
1330 
1400 

Left for Concentration Area 
Established HQ. 
Picked up end of line to ST CROIX-SUR-MER O 9383 (Assembly Area 
'GOLDSMITH') 

LB 
LB 
LB 

do 16 1600 
1500 
1830 
1200 

Line laid to 44 Bde (BRECY 879782) 
Line laid to 46 Bde (Wood 886794) 
Line laid to 227 Bde (Wood 830784) 
Line to HQ 49 Div (CANCAGNY 8475) 

LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 

do 
 
 

ST GABRIEL 

17 1400 
1545 
1700 
0800 

Line laid to BUHOT (864850) Assembly Area SHELLEY 
Line laid from ST CROIX-SUR-MER to BANVILLE 0183 
AF W3008 & 3009 submitted to GHQ 2nd Echelon 
Commenced daily strength return to 'A' Branch. 

LB 
LB 
LB Appx 'F' 
LB 

do 18 1000 
1600 
1000 

C.O. visited 51 (H) Div Sigs 
Visit of S.O in C 21 Army Group and CSO 8 Corps. 
Established Wireless Comn 44 Bde 

LB 
LB 
LB 

 19 1200 
1800 

Established Wireless Comn with 181 Fd Regt, 62 Coy RASC 
Established Wireless Comn on all rear links 

LB 
LB 

 20 0900 
1800 
1900 
1800 
1900 

 
1400 

Corps R/T net on permanent listening watch. 
Line to Regulating Pt for dumping programme (876746) 
Three lines to CULLY (9176) 
Line into CULLY from 8 Corps HQ 
Switchboard now established at CULLY 
Line into CULLY from 8 Cdn Bde 
Rear W/T links opened for test successful, & links closed again 

LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 

 
 

ST GABRIEL 

22 1200 
 

2355 

Wireless silence except for netting 
Line through to PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 9072 and BRONAY 8872 
Sigs Instr No. 1 OP 'EPSOM' issued 

 
LB 
LB Appx 'G' 

 23 1500 
1800 
2230 

Links (W/T) to 227 Bde & 190 Fd Regt successful - closed down 
Link (A/Q) to 227 Bde netted & closed down 
Amendment No.1 to Sigs Instr OP 'EPSOM' issued 

 
LB 
LB Appx 'H' 

 
 
 
 

CULLY 

24 0900 
 

0900 
1400 
1700 
1700 

1 Mx, 193 Fd Amb, 194 Fd Amb, 278 Fd Coy, 279 Fd Coy netted & 
closed down 
Amendment No.2 to Sig Instr No.1 issued 
Moved MAIN HQ to CULLY 9176. REAR HQ remains at ST GABRIEL. 
1st stage of Line plan as per Sig Instr No.1 completed 
AF 3008 & 3009 submitted to GHQ 2nd Echelon 

LB 
 
LB Appx 'J' 
LB 
LB 
LB Appx 'I' 

 
 
 

25 1400 
1400 

 

Line plan as per Sig Instr No.1 completed 
All sets now netted, with exception of 153 Fd Amb, HQ RASC and 
RASC link to DDST 8 Corps 

LB 
 
 



 
CULLY 

1500 
1900 
2000 

CO to Corps for conference re Signal Plan 
All ranks briefed for OP EPSOM 
46 Bde Sig Sect reports White Scout car lost at sea 

LB 
LB 
LB 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 

26 0230 
0730 
0930 
1100 
1330 
1530 
1630 

 
1630 
2345 

Sigs Instr No.2 OP EPSOM issued 
All nets opened - comn successfully established 
Considerable interference on R/T Comd Net - Codes & Secy infm 
Interference checked - net now OK 
Line through to TAC/HQ 227 Bde & 46 Bde 
Moved off to new location PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 9072 
Arrived PUTOT-EN-BESSIN & set up HQ. Shelled on way, with 
several near misses. No casualties to vehs or men. 
All wireless through. Line comn poor, with frequent breaks. 
Call from 181 Fd Regt for 10 miles D3 cable immediately 

LB Appx 'K' 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
 
LB 
LB 
LB 

PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 27 0005 
0900 

 
1030 
1300 
2000 

 
2230 
2230 

Corps will provide cable - delivered at 0230 hrs 
Line State - locals, Corps, Rear Div, 43 Div, 31 Armd Bde 
Forward Control Point, 49 Div Sig Centre 
Line in from 11 Armd Div 
CRA given new frequency for link CRA to IO 
Lines forward to Bdes. These to be poled and extended SOUTH, to 
provide main artery for new advance. 
CO back from tour of battalion 
All demands for replacement of controlled signal equipment met 

LB 
 
LB 
LB 
LB 
 
LB 
LB 
LB 

 
 
 
 

PUTOT-EN-BESSIN 

29 0900 
 

1500 
2230 
2000 

Signal Centre opened at 906679. Line continued SOUTH to 46 Bde 
HQ MONDRAINVILLE 9164 
153 Fd Amb & 15 Recce Regt sets netted. Build up now complete 
159 Inf Bde under comd. Netted in to Comd Frequency 
Signal Centre withdrawn owing to development of tank battle in 
immediate vicinity 

 
LB 
LB 
LB 
 
LB 

 30 0900 
1000 
1200 

 
1700 
2235 
2245 
2300 

Signal Centre re-opened 
151 Fd Regt netted to RA comd net 
REAR DIV moved to BRONAY 8872 & line to ADM HQ in REAR old 
location. 
Line in from 53 (W) DIV 
Sig Instr No. 3 issued 
Freq Allotment No. 19 issued 
Closed down all wireless in 46 Bde on their being relieved by 
160 Bde 
                                         L Black Capt RSigs 
                                         Adjutant 
                                         15 (S) Inf Div Sigs 

LB 
LB 
 
 
LB 
LB See Appx 'L' 
LB Appx 'M' 
 
LB 
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PUTOT-EN-
BESSIN 

1 1000 
1700 
2300 
2300 

Addendum to 15 (S) Div Sigs Instr No. 3 
AF W3008 & 3009 submitted to GHQ 2nd Echelon 
158 Bde under comd - netted in accordance with Sigs Instr No. 3 
227 Bde sets closed down on going under comd 53 (W) Div 

LB Appx 'A' 
LB Appx 'B' 
LB 
LB 

 
 

SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

 
 
 
 

SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

2 1200 
 

1300 
 

1400 
1400 
1400 

 
1500 

 
1600 
2030 

Div HQ sets closed down on Freq Allot No 18 List 'A'. 53 Div 
assumed 15 Div List 'A'. 15 Div assumed List D1. 
MAIN HQ arrived at SECQUEVILLE-EN-BESSIN 9174. Lines to 8 Corps 
picked up. 
REAR HQ arrived next to MAIN HQ. 
44 Bde relieved by 71 Bde, and assumed List D1 
Div now controls 44, 46, 227 Bdes again. Now out of line for re-
organising & re-equipping. 
Casualties for OP EPSOM - 5 ORs wounded & injured. No Offrs or 
ORs killed 
Line Diagram as at 1st July handed to 53 Div Sigs 
RE comms closed down indefinitely 

 
LB 
 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
 
LB 
LB Appx 'C' 
LB 

 3 0800 
1200 
1800 
1800 

Changed freq to List A. Allot No 19 
Closed down all forward nets except ORD & RASC 
Closed down all rear links except CCRA - CRA. 
Issued Line Diagram as at 3rd July 

LB 
LB 
LB 
LB Appx "D" 

 4 1200 
" 

Line from 53 Div strapped through to Signal Centre line 
All men bathed. 
CO to conference re points arising out of OP EPSOM. 

LB 
LB 
LB 

 5  Men rested. General tightening up of discipline etc LB 
 
 
 
 
 

SECQUEVILLE- 
EN-BESSIN 

6 1000 
 
 

1230 
 

1430 
 

A/CAPT L BLACK relinquished the appt of Adjutant which is 
assumed by T/CAPT DG HEILBRON formerly OC HQ COY which A/CAPT 
BLACK now becomes 
CWO1 talks to men re recent op followed by talk by C.O. to all 
ranks Sigs 
CO attends talk by C-in-C 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



1445 
 

1700 

C.S.O. 2nd Army visits and remains approx 50 mins with Adjt. 
Advises re application for 4th cable det 
Line laid to 53 Div at PUTOT-EN-BESSIN by means of experimental 
cable plough 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 7 0735 
1700 

 
1730 

 
2000 

R/T link to Rear Corps (CV14) closed until 0700 hrs 8 Jul 44 
Line laid to 32 GDS BDE at 906713 in conjunction with 8 Corps 
Signals 
Adjutant attends lecture by ADJAG 2nd ARMY on discipline in the 
field 
44 Bde move to relieve 130 Bde of 43 Div. Wireless nets Main & 
Rear open to them 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 8 0200 
1200 
1430 
1700 

44 Bde Gp under comd 43 Div 
32 Gds Bde under comd. Netted on R/T and C/W links and "Q" link 
Fullerphone on line to 32 Gds Bde 
AFW 3008 & 3009 submitted to G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH Appx D(i) 

SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

9 0200 
1210 
1700 
1800 

46 (H) Inf Bde Gp now under comd 43 Div for Op "JUPITER" 
Amendment No 1 to Frequency Allotment No 19 issued 
CV3 nets on Corps Armd Cars & closes 
R/T control set nets on 43 Div net for listening purposes and 
also CV4 (to accompany GOC & G1 to Corps for conference 10 Jul) 
CV1 & CV4 on inter-comn frequency to each other. 

DGH 
DGH Appx E 
DGH 
DGH 

 10 0430 
1400 
1400 

 
1900 
2100 

CV3 opens on Corps Armd Cars net 
CV14 opens Rear Div - Rear Corps 
Line section engaged on laying main artery for projected move 
South 
227 Bde moves in (926740) - existing lines adjusted to suit 
43 Div Sigs contacted & trace obtained of line between their 
Rear & Main HQ's at present for possible use by Div HQ in next 
move 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

11 1200 
1400 

 
2200 

Issued Line Diagram as at 11 July 44, also line trace 
44 Bde back in usual location under Comd 15 Div - using former 
lines 
Arrangements made to adjust former lines to 46 Bde returning 
under Comd 15 Div in slightly changed location from previously. 
This completes change-over and the Division has its own Bdes 
back again. 

DGH Appendix F 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

" 12 0930 
 

1500 
 
 

1600 

Visit from 34 Armd Bde Bde O.C. Signals & 2 i/c for liaison 
purposes 
Issued 15 (S) Div Signals Sig Instr No 1 & Addendum in 
connection with 15 Div leaving 8 Corps and coming under comd 12 
Corps 
34 Tk Bde under comd 15 Div 

DGH 
 
DGH Appx G 



1800 Visit from CSO 12 Corps 
 13 0200 

 
 
 

0500 
 

1700 

15 Div changes from List "A" Inf Div Freq Allot to List B. 
All groups netted incl 34 Armd Bde in accordance with 15 (S) Div 
Sigs Instr No 1 
15 Div comes under comd 12 Corps 
Line section engaged, as on previous day, on extensive 'line' 
programme for forthcoming op "GREENLINE" 
158 Bde under comd 15 Div - netted with spare set on to 15 Div 
R/T Comd net 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

14 0800 
1000 

 
1400 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2100 
2300 

158 Bde netted on all groups and closed 
Issued 15th (S) Div Signals OO No 1 OP GREENLINE together with 
Appxs B & H 
Issued Amendment No 2 to Freq Allotment No 19 
Line sections still working full pressure on lines for new area. 
11 Armd Div Sigs are providing detachment for lines for traffic 
control organization necessary for crossing RIVER ODON. Plough 
proving a great success. LT RADWAY O.C. "C" SEC wounded in left 
arm on previous day, was evacuated today to 30th GEN HOSP 
BAYEUX. 
All control stns on listening watch in accordance with O.O. No 1 
Plans for move on 15 Jul may be changed - alternative line plots 
arranged 

DGH 
 
DGH appx H 
DGH appx I 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 

LA MARE 
 
 
 

LA MARE 

15 0315 
0915 
1100 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1300 
1700 
1700 

 
 

2145 

Line through to 227 Bde in new location 
Main Div H.Q. moves - comms as per 15 (S) Div Signals O.O. No 1 
Main Div H.Q. established at LA MARE 935676. H.Q. main offices 
incl S.O. dug in for first time by means of R.E. "bull-dozers". 
Wireless groups all satisfactory - line problem still acute. All 
lines ready for action but constant trouble, even with the 
plough, due to shelling & tanks. 12 Corps also experimenting 
with plough which successfully cut several 15 (S) Div Signals 
lines 
Rear Div H.Q. also being moved, established at NORREY-EN-BESSIN 
AFW 3008 & AFW 3009 submitted to G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon 
Line situation acute but remedying itself. 2nd Army det laying 
lines for 344 Ind S/L Bty under Div Comd. 3 2nd Army dets on 
loan until mid-day 16 Jul for maintenance purposes 
Zero hour for operation "GREENLINE" 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx J 

 
 
 
 
 

16 0001 
0600 
0615 

 
 

Appx L2 prepared to 15 (S) Div Signals O.O. No 1 "GREENLINE" 
Visit by CSO 12 Corps 
CAPT J.J. GIROTTI and LT M. STEARS both reported casualties at 
44 BDE. CAPT J.J. GIROTTI, after having had piece of shrapnel 

DGH Appx K 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 



 
 
 

LA MARE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1730 

removed from his leg is able to carry on. LT M. STEARS 
evacuated. 
The line situation throughout this period is calling for the 
most intense efforts on the part of the cable section, now under 
the command of 2/LT J.W. FULLARTON since the evacuation of LT 
P.O. RADWAY. 
The wireless throughout is working highly satisfactorily - one 
of two cases of interference due to sets being off frequency 
have had to be adjusted 
C.S.O. 12 Corps, accompanied by O.C. 53 Div Signals arrives to 
discuss relief of 15 Div by 53 Div. 

 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 17 0530 
1430 
1500 

 
 

2335 

Conference of a/m officers on a/m subject 
Issued 15 (S) Div Signals O.O. No 2 Op "GREENLINE" 
Report from 227 BDE that CAPT N. MACLEAN, BDE SIG OFF has been 
missing since 0730 hrs. CAPT MACLEAN was in the forward area on 
a visit to 2 G.H. 
Issued 15 (S) Div Signals O.O. No 3 Op "GREENLINE" - refers to 
relief of 15 (S) Div less 44 Bde by 53 Div 

DGH 
DGH Appx L 
DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx M 

 
 

LA MARE 

18 0200 
-0230 
0900 

 
1030 

 
 

1500 

Hand-over of lines and work on wireless nets satisfactorily 
completed as per O.O. No 3 
Main Div H.Q. moves from present location to LE MESNIL-PATRY 
902704 and is established there by 1000 hrs 
Rear Div H.Q. moves from present location and establishes itself 
in PUTOT-EN-BESSIN by 1200 hrs 903725. The Div is now on 
wireless minimize 
Div H.Q. resting. Sigs bath in private bath acquired & fitted up 
by "M" Sec. 
LT T.E. KNOTT and LT J.P. BROWN arrive as re-inforcements. LT 
KNOTT to 44 BDE SIG SEC and LT BROWN to 'H' Sec. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

LE MESNIL 
PATRY 

19 1000 
1030 

Unit residues arrive complete 
G.O.C. & GI address all ranks and GOC compliments Signals on 
their work during recent operation 'GREENLINE' 

DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 

LE MESNIL 
PATRY 

20 0730 
 
 

1800 
 

1800 
 

1800 

CAPT N. MACLEAN SIG offr 227 BDE now officially reported 
missing, having been missing 72 hours. 
44 Bde returns under comd 15 (S) Div during preceding night. 
Issued line diagram as at 1800 hrs today. Lines have actually 
been completed as per this diagram for preceding 24 hours. 
W/LT R. WALKER promoted A/CAPT to fill vacancy in 227 Bde Sig 
Sec caused by casualty of CAPT MACLEAN. 
All wireless nets at Main HQ are now closed except CW link to 
Main Corps and CRE to CE link, with exception of HQRA nets 
Rear Div has Rear Link to Rear Corps, Med & RASC nets & from 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx N 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 



LE MESNIL 
PATRY 

21 0200 
 

1400 

12 Corps new frequency allotment in effect, causing only a few 
changes in frequencies of Div Rear Links 
Numbers of men attended film show 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

LE MESNIL 
PATRY 

22 0800 
 
 
 
 

1430 
 
 
 
 

1830 
 

2150 
1700 

C.O. and O.C. 3 Coy leave for 30 Corps and HQ 5 (U.S.) Div for 
discussion re 15 Div coming under 30 Corps and relieving a/m Div 
in the CAUMONT area. This relief to be completed by 0600 24 Jul 
at which hour comd will pass. 46 (H) Inf Bde are remaining & 
coming under comd 59 Div until 1200 hrs 25 Jul 
Advance party of Sig off det linesmen & DRs leave for HQ 5 (US) 
Div under O.C. 3 Coy and Signalmaster together with Rear Div 
Recce party 
Line trace issued of lines in present area & copy sent to 59 Div 
Sigs 
OC 59 Div Sigs visits CO in connection with taking over lines of 
15 Div in this area 
Issued 15 (S) Div Sigs Sig Instr No 1 on change over to 30 Corps 
AFW 3008 and 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx O 
DGH Appx O(1) 

 23 0930 Div HQ leaves present location, followed by Rear Div HQ at 1000 
hrs & Main and Rear are established in new location 698690 by 
1200 hrs (1 mile S.E. of BALLEROY). Liaison with U.S. Signals of 
5 (US) Div Sig Coy excellent and the mutual arrangements 
regarding the lines are working very smoothly. 15 (S) Div are 
now on complete wireless silence. 

DGH 

 
BALLEROY 

24 0600 
 

0900 
1430 

 
 
 

1800 

15 (S) Div takes over from 5 (US) Div. All lines taken over that 
are going to be used by this Div. See forthcoming line diagram 
CO attends conference on Counter mortar net about to be formed 
CO's conference on a/m subject attended by Bde etc officers 
"H" Sec to be assisted with operators for RA exchange and also 
in the forthcoming Div Counter-mortar organization. See diagram 
att. 
Issued amended Freq Allot No 19 on new system. Issued current 
LIST B only at present. 

 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx "P" 
DGH Appx "Q" 

 25 0001 
- 

Issued Line Diagram as at 1800 hrs 24 Jul 44 
Men are resting and are doing P.T. etc and attending various 
film shows etc. At the same time, the Unit is having a week of 
concentration on saluting & general smartness. 

DGH Appx "R" 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

BALLEROY 

26 1000 
 

1200 
1900 

Counter mortar nets open up as per diagram at Appx "P". Sets 
work efficiently after a little trouble with frequencies 
Issued Amdt No 1 to new Freq Allot 
44 Bde moving to new location 713636 - 46 Bde move in to former 
location of 44 Bde. Lines laid and adjusted accordingly 

DGH 
 
DGH Appx "S" 
DGH 
DGH 

 27 1200 Issued line diagram as at 1200 hrs DGH Appx "T" 



 28 1200 - onwards. Rest period comes unexpectedly and abruptly to its 
close. Personnel just despatched to 30 Corps rest camp recalled 
& other plans for 8 Corps rest camp cancelled. 15 (S) Div 
returning under Comd 8 Corps with 6 GDS TK BDE under Div Comd. 
Preparations for ops, to commence Sunday 30th inst. Line laid 
for dumping programme for tonight & afterwards for use by 6 GDS 
TK BDE. Line laid for 11 Armd Div Sigs to their new location in 
this area. 

DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BALLEROY 

29 0800 
 
 
 

1700 
1800 

 
1800 

11 Armd Div passing through have destroyed the bulk of our 
lines, taken over from U.S. Reparations urgently undertaken. 15 
(S) Div is about to change from Inf List "B" to Inf List "C" 
issued as per att. appx 
AFW 3008 and 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon 
15 (S) Div ceases to be under Comd 30 Corps & returns under comd 
8 Corps 
The division is hastily being got ready for operation "BLUECOAT" 
with 11 Armd Div, 6 GDS TK BDE, 43 Div (30 Corps) on the left 
and later Gds Armd Div. It is not possible to prepare either 
line diagrams or Sig instr and all orders are being given 
verbally. The line situation is changing constantly and the best 
use of lines both by ourselves and 8 Corps demands momentary 
adjustments at every turn. 

DGH Appx "U" 
 
 
 
DGH Appx "V" 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LA CHAPELLE 

30 0355 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 
 

2200 

H-3 hours of op. "BLUECOAT". Wireless silence relaxed and all 
nets open as per standard layout with 6 GDS TK BDE on the "C" 
lines but under Corps on "Q" nets. List "C" operating reasonably 
satisfactorily and List "B" has been recalled from all users. 
Main Div moves to LA CHAPELLE (712629) followed by Rear Div to 
713636. Established quickly, but line situation difficult and 
with a vast number of W/T sets functioning, a steady stream of 
complaints re interference is coming in. Action taken wherever 
possible but all-round satisfaction out of the question. 
Fluctuating situation re comms as before but today's advance has 
been so rapid that better results might perhaps have been 
considered miraculous. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 31 0900 
 
 

0900 

44 & 46 Bdes having moved in the night, line comms out. 227 Bde 
having frequency troubles also R.A. but these are being sorted 
out 
- onwards. Line section fully extended to keep comms up with 
fast-moving battle. Assistance from Corps later in the day with 
2 pairs in quad from Main Div to Sig Centre of great value. 
Wireless working well. Slight trouble with 227 Bde forward net 
cleared after change of frequency. 

DGH 



                            David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                                        Adjutant 
                                15th (S) Inf Div Signals 
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LA CHAPELLE 1 0800 Issued Amdt No 1 to List "C" Freq Allot No 19 (Amended) 
Another day full of difficult line problems due to the speed of 
the advance. 2 i/c MAJOR JOHNSON now permanently based on the 
Sig Centre under present conditions. 

DGH Appx "A" 

 
ORVA 

2 1000 
1700 

Main Div H.Q. moves to ORVA (690568). 
Rear Div H.Q. moves to 700563 nr. AUBIGNY, slightly in advance 
of Main H.Q. Extensive line work again in progress all day and 
the Div Sig Centre has now moved on to the area ST MARTIN DES 
BESACES (6750). OC 3 Div Sigs visits C.O. in connection with 185 
Bde who are to relieve 46 Bde tomorrow & come under comd 15 Div. 

DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

ORVA 

3 0900 
 
 
 

1000 
1400 

 
1700 

185 Bde not now coming under comd 15 (S) Div, 44 Bde going under 
comd Gds Armd Div at 1800 hrs today. Wireless O.K. (44 Bde 
remains on "Q" link). Lines holding up well & new sig centre 
establishing itself at 680465. 
Issued Line Diagram as at 1600 hrs. 
Preparations for moving again tomorrow. Signal Centre now est at 
682572 and next layout of lines begun 
G.O.C. slightly wounded when travelling in his rover jeep, a 
Sigs veh. L/Cpl op (who is also his driver) rather seriously 
wounded and L/Cpl op who is his driver of the jeep (GOC rover, 
link to Corps) very slightly wounded. Mortar shell landed 
between the two jeeps. Lucky escape by all. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH Appx "B" 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

ST MARTIN DES 
BESACES 

4 0200 
 

1500 
1650 
1700 
1800 
2359 

Change of ops on Rear Link to Rear Corps (CV14) due to mistake 
on part of control op. 
Main Div moves to 684508 (area ST MARTIN DES BESACES) 
Rear Div moves to 688510 
New sig centre established 685475 
Lines through to all Bdes except 46 Bde. Wireless OK all round 
Rear Link CRASC - DDST ceases to operate (see below) 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 5 0600 
 
44 Bde returns under comd 15 Div & nets OK R/T and C/W comd 
links 

DGH 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



1700 AFW 3008 and 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon DGH Appx "C" 
ST MARTIN DES 

BESACES 
6 1000 - onwards. An unsatisfactory day, great uncertainty prevailing 

throughout the day as to whether Div is going to move or not. 
The C.O. anxious not to have to move into the shadow of the 
hills in front of us and the battle situation not permitting, as 
had been expected, Div HQ to move over the hills. Lines 
stretched considerably but holding up well - H.P. telephones in 
use helping out - and Sig centre moved to 755425 (LA MAJURE) 
which is the projected next HQ. Wireless OK hence CO's refusal 
to move a short distance into the valley 

DGH 

 7 0730 Div Recce Party under the comd MAJ HOUSTON (O.C. 3 Coy) out 
again but results not satisfactory. Move still in the air, much 
to the anxiety of Corps Sigs. 

DGH 

 
 
 
 

Pt 266 

8 1000 
 
 
 

1330 

Main Div HQ moves, followed 1½ hrs later to 695425 (Pt 266 near 
LE BENY BOCAGE. Rear Div about 300 yards away, but Rear Div 
never left the road as the site was immediately considered 
unsuitable & the Recce party sent out to find another location 
Main Div HQ moves to LA PLISSONIERE (695458). Rear Div returns 
to previous location but moves forward later in the day. Main 
Div in new location by 1600 hrs and Rear Div by approx 1830 hrs 
to LA BOURDONNIERE (695468). Wireless excellent throughout the 
day and line layout adjusted with comparative ease. Thanks to 
location of Sig Centre & help by Corps Signals in providing one 
pair from Main Corps to our Sig Centre. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

LA PLISSONIERE 9 1700 Issued Line Diagram as at 1600 hrs. Bdes moving small distances 
today, unlikely to upset this diagram 

DGH Appx "D" 

 10 1000 
1600 

Issued Amdt No 2 List "C" Freq Allot No 19 (amended) 
Inns of Court Regt, now under comd, net correctly on R/T comd 
net 

DGH Appx "E" 
DGH 

 
 
 

LA PLISSONIERE 

11  
 
 

1200 
1400 

Rather a quieter day with only patrol activity in fwd areas. 6 
GDS TK BDE cease to be under comd, except 4 The GREN GDS u/c 44 
Bde. 
6 GDS TK BDE, therefore, no longer on Comd net. 
Recce party out for new location Div H.Q. Area MAISONCELLES 
(7139) 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 12 1300 
 
 
 
 

1700 

Word suddenly received that Div leaving this area and going u/c 
12 Corps, 46 Bde to be relieved by 29 Bde of 11 Armd Div who are 
taking over our present area. Conference 1430 with CSO 8 Corps & 
reps 11 Armd Div Sigs to arrange details. 44 & 227 Bdes to be 
relieved by 159 Bde] 
AFW 3008 and 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH Appx "F" 



 13 0000 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1800 

Preparations under way for 15 Div to move EAST of R ORNE. 46 Bde 
on relief by 29 Armd Bde conc in area ST PIERRE TARENTAINE prior 
to move out. Wireless silence imposed as soon as reliefs 
completed. 
Det of 11 Armd Div Signals tees in on lines at our Sig centre & 
our Recce party leaves for new area. 
TEV of 11 Armd Div Signals tees in on lines at our Sig office. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 

 
 
 

LA PLISSONIERE 

14 1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1030 

Wireless silence - all nets close. Deception plan being put into 
operation & making a bogus 76 Division and a bogus 15 (S) Div. 
All operators on Div R/T Comd net have their voices recorded by 
special wireless section. These records to be used subsequent to 
our move to give impression of Div still being in 8 Corps. R/T 
rear lines to Corps ops staying behind until the evening to work 
bogus set to 8 Corps. 
Main Div followed by Rear Div move to AMAYE-SUR-ORNE (967577) & 
come under comd 12 Corps. "C" section having moved previous day 
all lines are in readiness. 46 Bde having been relieved first 
are in new area already. 44 & 227 Bdes do not arrive until the 
evening. 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

AMAYE-SUR-ORNE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMAYE-SUR-ORNE 

15 0900 
 
 

1000 
 
 
 
 

2300 

Wireless silence relaxed to some degree - links to Main Corps 
only net & then to make 4 hourly tests in accordance with 12 
Corps orders 
46 Bde having already moved forward again are provided with new 
line laid from their new location to 12 Corps REAR, Corps HQ 
being well South of us at present. 
15 (S) Div on relaxing wireless silence will be on Inf List "A" 
issued to all concerned 
News of main Div HQ moving the following day received 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH Appx "G" 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

LE HUTRAY 

16 0800 
 
 

1000 
1130 
1400 

Recce party out - main Div HQ moving with HQRA only, leaving 44 
Bde and 227 Bde in rear. 227 Bde is still in rear of Rear Div 
HQ. 46 Bde already gone forward. 
Lines teed in to temporary Sig Centre at Main HQ 
Main Div HQ moves to LE HUTRAY (007542) 
Main Div HQ established & sig centre at old location closed, 
leaving the anomalous situation of Rear Div HQ having the bulk 
of the lines on their board. In this connection, 15 Div Sigs 
cable section have laid the Corps lines to this location. 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 17 1200 
1600 
2300 

Issued line diagram as at 1200 hrs 
Issued Amdt No 1 to Freq Allot No 19 (amended) - List "A" 
Issued Amdt No 2 to Freq Allot No 19 (amended) - List "A" 

DGH Appx "H" 
DGH Appx "I" 
DGH Appx "J" 

 
 

18 1000 
 
Main Div HQ moves to FRESNEY-LE-VIEUX (014496) and Rear Div 
follows at 1130 to approx same location. 44 & 227 Bdes move in 

DGH 
 



FRESNEY-LE-
VIEUX 

1500 to nearby areas. Lines have been laid on previous day for this 
layout. At present 1 pair only to Corps for both Main & Rear 
Div. Wireless silence continues except for Corps Rear links 

DGH 

 19 0600 
 

0700 
 
 

1000 
1700 

All nets open to 46 Bde who are moving at 0630 hrs to relieve 
158 Bde of 53 Div. Comms satisfactory. 
Recce party out for move of Main Div HQ. Problem of line comms 
to 46 Bde in their area. To take over 158 Bde - 53 Div line - 
thence back to Corps & so to us. 
CV1, CV7, CV8 net all other stations on group & close them 
AFW 3008 & 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx "K" 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LE BOUT ES VIEL 

20 0001 
0700 

 
 

1000 
 

1300 
 
 
 
 
 

1700 

4 Armd Bde now under comd 15 Div for forthcoming ops 
All nets fwd to Bdes open. All OK except 4 Armd Bde on "Q" link 
which is not heard, nor is their 14 LFA on Med net, which also 
opens 
Main Div HQ moves to LE BOUT ES VIEL (0940) to be followed at 
1500 hrs by Rear Div HQ to 095403 
Spare TEV sent back to old location to establish Sig Centre 
there on move of Rear Div to take 44, 227 Bdes, Recce & Admin 
Gp. This now of great importance as forthcoming op now postponed 
48 hours and these two Bdes remaining in present locations. 46 
Bde still in 53 Div area and reached by line from 53 Div. Line 
laid to 53 Div. Line (Corps line) to Sig centre giving trouble. 
Move of 53 Div. Line strapped through to 46 Bde direct. Line 
also laid to 4 Armd Bde to 46 Bde. 4 Armd Bde do half the laying 
and doing half the maintenance. 4 Armed Bde now flicking on to 
"Q" net 20 mins in every 3 hours and their LFA is on the Med net 
every hour from H+30 to the hour 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 21 2359 4 Armd Bde temporarily under comd 53 Div but remain on Adm nets.  
 
 
 

LE BOUT ES VIEL 

22 1000 
1500 

 
1600 

Line laid from Rear Div HQ to HQ RASC (Adm Gp) 
4 Armd Bde section under comd but in new location, too far for a 
line to be laid (MERRI 2530). Up again on R/T & CW fwd nets 
Issued Line Diagram as at 1600 hrs. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx "L" 

 23 1100 
 
 
 

2030 
 
 
 
 
 

227 Bde moves down into FALAISE area, followed by 44 Bde and 15 
Recce Regt at 1500 hrs. No lines laid. Lines are not having to 
be laid in forthcoming rapid op. Wireless comms as per standard 
diagrams OK. 
Main Div H.Q. moves to LA BOURDONNIERE (252334) - first night 
move since landing in France. All tpt arrives safely and is 
established before midnight. Road movement slow due to 
congestion in FALAISE. Rear Div HQ remaining in present location 
- moving tomorrow. This move of Main HQ is only an interim one, 
getting the Div HQ up with the Bdes & on the axis of advance. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 



2200 CO & Adjt visit CSO 12 Corps - CSO informs CO that no further 
lines will be laid under present conditions 

DGH 

LA BOURDONNIERE 24 1400 CO & Adjt visit 44 & 227 Bdes. Line laid to 15 (S) Recce Regt. DGH 
 
 

CORNEVILLE LA 
FOUQUETIERE 

25 0630 
 

1700 

Main Div HQ moves to CORNEVILLE LA FOUQUETIERE (878572) arriving 
at approx 1700 hrs, after halting for 2 hrs in the BROGLIE area 
(717685) for a meal. Rear Div follows into this location. No 
lines laid. W/T comms working satisfactorily over extended 
ranges and hold all through the night. 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

COMBON 

26 1030 
 

1300 
1700 
1900 

Main Div HQ moves to COMBON (007783) to be followed later in the 
day by Rear Div HQ 
Lines begin to be laid to all three Bdes. W/T comms O.K. 
AFW 3008 and 3009 despatched GHQ 2nd Echelon 
Lines through to 44 & 46 Bdes. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx "M" 
DGH 

 27 0200 Line through to 227 Bde. Line of approx 15 miles in length DGH 
 
 

LE PARC 
 
 
 

LE PARC 

28 1030 
 

1300 
1700 
2000 
2100 
0900 
1300 

 
1530 

Main Div HQ moves to LE PARC (185870) followed at 1130 by Rear 
Div HQ 
Lines begin to be laid to all three Bdes. 
Line through to 44 Bde & Recce Regt. 
Line through to 227 Bde 
Wireless O.K. Heavy static interference - thunderstorm 
Issued Amdt No 3 15 Div Sigs Freq Allot No 19 (Amended) 
Issued 15 (S) Div Sig Instr No 1 - crossing of R. SEINE (Traffic 
Control) 
Main Div H.Q. moves to VIEUX ROUEN (255897). Wireless O.K. incl 
T.C. group line layout becoming difficult with Bdes making the 
river crossing. Lines laid to 44 & 227 Bdes but line did not 
reach 46 Bde in time before they crossed. Line also laid to 
Regulating HQ of Traffic Control 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH Appx "N" 
DGH Appx "O" 
 
DGH 

VIEUX ROUEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIEUX ROUEN 

29 0930 
 
 
 

1030 
 

1300 
 

1800 

Rear Div HQ moves to 253883 (nr LES MONTS). Lines laid ready for 
their arrival and Sig centre which was in area of Main Div 
closes. Main Div hand over by strapping through to Rear Div line 
direct to Rear Corps 
C.O. and Adjt visit site of next Sig Centre & probable site of 
next Main Div HQ at CHATEAU DES BUSPINS (322923) 
Signal Centre established at CHATEAU DES BUSPINS and lines are 
being laid to all Bdes. 
Lines through to all Bdes, with two lines from Main Div to Sig 
Centre. Lines stay up well in the night & wireless all O.K. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

30 1030 
 
 
 

Main Div HQ moves to CHATEAU DES BUSPINS arriving at approx 1400 
hrs, taking over lines from Sig Centre which closes. Rear Div HQ 
leaves at 1015 hrs to HERQUEVILLE (293917) 

DGH 
 
 
 



 
 

HERQUEVILLE 

1630 
 

1900 

After the troops have fed, Main Div HQ also moves to HERQUEVILLE 
(291916) and Sig Centre reopens at CHATEAU DES BUSPINS 
Main Div arrives & lines formerly in use between Main & Rear Div 
HQ now in use between Main Div & Sig Centre. New lines laid to 
Rear Div and Corps lines diverted. This line layout is adjusted. 
Wireless O.K. 

DGH 

 31 1200 Issued Line Diagram as at 1100 hrs. 
 
                            David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                                        Adjutant 
                            15th (Scottish) Inf Div Signals 
                      

DGH Appx "P" 
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HERQUEVILLE 1 1030 
 
 

1400 

C.O. and Adjt visit 227 Bde in connection with difficulties they 
have been having with their wireless. C.O. operates their 
command set personally from the Bde C.V. 
Party attends cinema show. Quiet afternoon. Move proposed for 
tomorrow is postponed until following day 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 2 1000 
 

1000 

Men bathing and generally cleaning up. Further party to cinema 
show. 
Corps was at some 60 miles distance - often aerials tried on 
Corps nets but results no better than with extra lengths on 
ordinary rod aerials. Other wireless at Main Div closed except 
to Recce Regt on CW net, who have no line 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 3 0900 
 
 
 

1830 

Main & Rear Div HQ's move to LES CORNETS (515132) arriving at 
approx 1200 hrs. No lines laid to Bde. Wireless very poor except 
lines to Corps, some 50 miles away. These lines all through 
however by approx 1400 hrs 
All ranks not on duty both from Main & Rear HQ attend church 
service at Main H.Q. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

LES CORNETS 4 1030 Main and Rear Div move to HAUCOURT (621335) arriving at approx 
1300 hrs. Once more no lines to be laid except to Rear Div, 
where instead of the usual pair of lines being laid, one twisted 
pair is laid & the one plus ones, usually in use to Main & Rear 
Corps are utilized. Wireless satisfactory, with one exception of 
links to Corps, which are still being handicapped by distance, 
Main Corps, for example, moving to BETHUNE (3825) 

DGH 

HAUCOURT 
 

NUNCQ 

5 1000 
 

2100 
 
 
 
 

Main and Rear Div HQs move to NUNCQ (120038). Layout as for 
previous location. 
A special force known as "LYS FORCE" leaves. Signals are 
providing for it one 12 set H.P. as rear link to Corps (R/T). 
This set worked satisfactorily at 2030 hrs before leaving. The 
Div-Bde CW rear link of 46 Bde (who are commanding LYS FORCE) 
later nets to Corps as C.W. link 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



2300 Step-up at departure for benefit of 46 Bde. Comms rather 
difficult tonight due to interference. 

DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIEU COUSINE 

6 0745 
 
 
 

0800 
 

1130 
 

2100 
 

2300 

Counter-Mortar C.V. employed as control for Traffic Control net 
working to sets of 119 LAA Regt. Their organisation is now 
personally under comd O.C. LAA Regt RA. Using CRA alt freq nets 
satisfactorily at 0800 hrs 
Step-up Armd Car set sent to accompany 44 Bde who are moving 
again, some being in advance of rest of Div 
Main and Rear Div HQ's move into BELGIUM to TRIEU COUSINE 
(896450) arriving at approx 2000 hrs. 
ROYALS come under comd 15 Div and net satisfactorily on Comd R/T 
net. Not coming on CW net 
Line through to 46 Bde who are coming under comd 7 Armd Div at 
070800B 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

TRIEU COUSINE 7 1200 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 

1700 
 
 

1800 

Sig centre established at previous location 46 Bde, who moved 
off at 0800 hrs under comd 7 Armd Div. Two lines laid to Sig 
Centre and lines from Sig Centre to ROYALS and Recce. Line begun 
from Sig centre to 44 Bde but stopped owing to that Bde moving 
again 
ROYALS O.K. on "Q" net - scheduled to come on at 0800 hrs but 
not up till now. 
Line through to Rear Div from Main Corps, using existing civil 
means - speech requires to be guarded as the line at certain 
points passing through territory still in enemy hands 
C.O. and Adjt visit 44 Bde, largely to congratulate the Signal 
Officer, CAPT J.J. GIROTTI on his recent award of the M.C. 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

TRIEU COUSINE 
 
 
 
 
 

BEVERE 

8 1100 
 
 

1330 
 
 

1445 
 
 
 

1630 
1700 
1730 

 
 
 

C.O. and Adjt visit 227 Bde to discuss the matter of frequencies 
for Bde Comd net, which are O.K. now - they have been lent one 
of the frequencies of the Div Comd net 
Recce Regt of 53 (W) Div come under comd 15 Div and are through 
Div Comd R/T net. Message sent to them by Wireless Officer re 
C/W net and "Q" net. 
Main Div HQ moves to BEVERE (073582) and Rear Div HQ to PETEGEM 
(052555) arriving at approx 1615 hrs. Line already under way 
between the two HQ and line also being laid from new location to 
new location 227 Bde at CRUYSHANTEM (0464) 
Line through to Rear Division 
Line through from Main Corps and 1+1 put on 
Line under way to 227 Bde at NAZARETH (0970) to take in Recce 
Regt as well, 227 Bde having moved on from u/m location 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 



2100 Wireless not as good as usual tonight - distances fairly great, 
especially from Rear Div who are having trouble on the "Q" net. 
Recce Regt 53 Div are the most remote. Main Comd net O.K. 
A night of very low cloud and pouring rain 

DGH 

 
BEVERE 

9 1300 
1330 

 
1600 

ROYALS and 53 Recce Regt cease to be under comd 15 Div 
46 Bde return under comd 15 Div from 7 Armd Div. All on comd R/T 
and CW nets. Late in coming up on "Q" net. 
LT G.O.S. SCHREIBER is posted to this Unit from 2nd Army Sigs as 
Cipher officer. LT J.A. RITCHIE is posted from this unit to 2nd 
Army Sigs 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

RAMSDONCK 

10 1100 
 
 

1600 

Main Div HQ moves to RAMSDONCK (610744) and Rear Div HQ to 
615740 arriving at approx 1500 hrs. Quad is in from Corps. Three 
lines laid to Rear Div (pair) and line under way to 44 Bde. 
Step-up set out to 46 and 227 Bdes. The latter not moving until 
tomorrow. CV5 and CV6 (lines to Corps) still at old location in 
use by G1 who is remaining there for a few hours due to last 
minute change of plan by Corps. CV4 (flank) and CV3 (Tac R) 
respectively are doubling for these lines. 

DGH 

 
RAMSDONCK 

11 1000 
 
 
 
 

1730 

C.O. and Adjt proceed to visit 50 Div, which area this Div is 
taking over tomorrow. Line layout is being handed over complete 
and still be able to be used almost entirely although Div HQ's 
are not going to quite the same places as those occupied by 50 
Div. 
2 liberty trucks proceed to BRUSSELS as recreational tpt. Rear 
Div personnel utilising Camp arrangements. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

BERGUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BERGUM 

12 0930 
 
 

1600 
 

1730 
 

1830 
1900 

 
2000 

 
2311 

Main Div HQ moves to BERGUM (030788) and Rear Div HQ to VEERLE 
(075780) both arriving at approx 1400 hrs. Quad in from Main 
Corps. 
Lines through to 44 and 46 Bdes via 69 and 151 Bdes of 50 Div 
respectively. Line to 46 Bde also gives 50 Main. 
1 line through to Rear Div and line laid to new location of 227 
Bde who are not moving in until tomorrow. 
Line to 44 Bde now direct - 151 Bde now gone 
Line through to Recce on to Rear Div exchange and 46 Bde line 
direct (69 Bde gone) also giving direct line to 50 Div Main 
Signal Officer 3/4 CLY visits Adjt. 3/4 CLY now under comd 15 
Div. Arrangements made for netting on all gps at 2300 hrs 
3/4 CLY OK on R/T net but not on C.W. nor on the "Q" net 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

13 0700 
1000 
1000 

 

3/4 CLY OK on "Q" net 
3/4 CLY OK on CW net. 
50 Div gone - their line to us now utilised as 2nd pair to Rear 
Div. 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BERGUM 
 
 
 

1010 
1030 

 
 
 
 

1100 
 

1230 
1415 

 
1500 

 
1500 

 
1700 

 
1730 

 
2100 

Usual line laid by 1 Mx to Div faulty. 
Permission given by Adjt to Recce to close CW link (not usual - 
only R/T link when line through) to Div until 0800 hrs tomorrow 
for set maintenance. Wireless position OK - during the night, 
227 Bde still in former area, worked satisfactorily by means of 
step-up. Now through O.K. direct. 
C-in-C visits Main Div HQ and talks to Bde Comds etc, certain of 
the Heads of Services, O.C. Signals, O.C. Recce Regt 
CSO 12 Corps arrives for lunch with C.O. after which they go 
together on visit to 44 and 46 Bdes. The first time that the CSO 
has been round any of the Bdes of the Div 
Line through to 227 Bde now in new location and laterals between 
44 and 46 Bdes and 227 Bde and Recce 
3/4 CLY off on Main Div nets as LO at Div with set still on "Q" 
net 
44 Bde move, but re-establish line comms shortly afterwards to 
46 Bde by means of extending lateral. 
227 Bde off line - on move, also Recce, so their line utilised 
as third link between Main and Rear Div HQ's 
Line section, taking armd car with their armd car as link, move 
off to new location to which Div is moving tomorrow, in order to 
proceed with line layout as soon as possible 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

GASTHUIS HEIDE 

14 1000 
 

1300 
 

1600 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 

1800 

Main Div HQ moves to area GASTHUIS HEIDE (103852) with Rear Div 
HQ at 102858 arriving at approx 1115 hrs. 
3/4 CLY now back on R/T comd net but are not coming up on C/W 
net 
Line situation - Quad to Corps with 1+1 - one pair split at Rear 
Div giving Rear Div direct line to Rear Corps, 2nd pair used as 
line between Main & Rear Div HQ's. 2nd line from Main to Rear 
Div. Line to 44 Bde, line from 44 Bde to 46 Bde. Party line to 
227 Bde and Recce. Line to 1 Mx. 
Adjt addresses all offrs on orderly officer roster on 
disciplinary matters 
Letter sent out on subject of small OR's messing committee, to 
be formed forthwith under presidency of RSM, consisting of 6 
ORs, 3 from Sigs and 3 from Comp personnel fed at Main Div by 
Sigs 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

15 1030 
 

1100 
 

1125 

C-in-C arrives to present decorations and medals. Capt J.J. 
GIROTTI receives his M.C. from the C-in-C. 
Signal officer 158 Bde visits Adjt to discuss arrangements. 158 
Bde now arriving in this area and coming under comd 15 Div 
Direct line through to 46 Bde with spur off to 3/4 CLY 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 



 
GASTHUIS HEIDE 

1205 
 

1500 
1900 

158 Bde all in R/T comd net. Not yet up in CW net. Probably not 
coming up. Therefore, on "Q" net 
CSO 12 Corps visits CO to discuss forthcoming op 
Lines under way for forthcoming moves of 44 and 227 Bdes 

 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GASTHUIS HEIDE 

16 0200 
 

0800 
1100 

 
1100 

 
1200 
1430 

 
 
 
 
 

1430 
1600 

15 (S) Div changes frequencies from Inf List "A" to Inf List 
"B". All nets O.K. 
Lines through to 44 & 227 Bdes in new locations 
53 Div having moved into this area 158 Bde now no longer under 
command 15 Div 
C.O. attends "O" gp on forthcoming op "GARDEN" in which 12 Corps 
and 30 Corps are jointly involved in advance NE 
O.C. 53 Div Sigs visits CO 
Move of Main & Rear Corps resulting in the following line 
situation which is unchanged for rest of day. Quad to Main 
Corps, one pair strapped through at Main Div & Corps 
respectively to Rear Div & Rear Corps respectively. Rear Div are 
utilizing now both pairs of the previous Corps quad, thus still 
leaving 2 lines between Main & Rear Div 
- et seq. Direct lines to all 3 Bdes, Recce and 3/4 CLY 
Two new CV's recently acquired now fit for use - one to "B" sec 
for HQRASC releasing 1 gin palace to be held spare at Main Div 
for step-up work etc, the other spare at Main Div in use as 
wireless office. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 17 0930 
1100 

 
 

1200 

Church parade attended almost entirely by Sigs personnel 
All white stars on vehs uncovered, all cleaned. Three requiring 
repainting attended to. This in preparation for forthcoming 
immediate airborne ops. Slit trenches also dug 
C.O. attends co-ordinating conference re Div op "FLOOD" in which 
the Div is holding the line of the JUNCTION CANAL. For results 
of conference involving opening of Signal Centre etc see 15 (S) 
Div Signal Instruction No 1 of even date issued at 1700 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
Appx D.1. 

 
 

GASTHUIS HEIDE 

18 0900 
 
 
 
 
 

0600 
 
 

1000 
 

LT P.O. RADWAY rejoins unit from ENGLAND on recovering from 
wound and re-assumes former appointment as O.C. "C" Sec, the 
present O.C. section LT J.W. FULLARTON remaining attd to the 
Line Section. 11 reinforcement OR's also arrive, the largest 
single batch to arrive since operations began (8 ops W&L, 2 
linesmen, 1 DR). 
- onwards. Line sections all fully engaged on lines as per 
yesterday's signal instructions with slight variation due to 
move of Recce at 1345 today 
C.O. and O.C. 3 Coy pay routine inspection to Bde Sections 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 



1200 
 

1600 

O.C. Sigs Rear to BRUSSELS for 48 hrs i/c Party of JEWISH 
personnel attending festival of JEWISH NEW YEAR 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visit to "R" section and to Recce Regt 
HQ. Admin side of "R" Sec not satisfactory. CO revisiting 
tomorrow 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 19 1000 C.O. and Adjt revisit "R" Sec and find improvement though not 
fully satisfactory yet. Visit also new location 44 Bde. Lines 
now as per Appx L1 to yesterday's Sig Instr. 

DGH 

 
GASTHUIS HEIDE 

20 0930 
1330 

 
 

1800 

Adjt visits Rear Div and inspects lines, billets etc 
46 Bde, remaining under comd 15 Div for Admin, pass under comd 
53 Div and so leave Div R/T & C/W comd nets. Codes offr visits 
with necessary papers etc 
227 Bde remaining under comd 15 Div for Admin, pass under comd 7 
Armd Div and so leave Div R/T. Line laid from 7 Armd Tac HQ only 
a short distance away. Line also laid to 284 Coy RASC to be 
strapped through to 227 Bde on move of 15 Div 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZEELST 

21 0900 
 
 

1030 
 
 
 

1830 

Signal Centre closes 46 Bde having already moved off. 227 Bde 
line strapped through to line to 7 Armd Tac and 227 Sig Centre 
line to 284 Coy RASC 
Main Div HQ followed by Rear Div HQ move into HOLLAND to ZEELST 
(390167) and Rear Div to AKHEREIND (409160) arriving at approx 
1800 hrs. 46 Bde revert to 15 Div and line immediately laid to 
them. 2 lines to Rear Div one strapped straight through to Rear 
Corps, Corps quad being in very shortly after arrival of Div 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 22 0700 
0900 

 
 
 
 

1000 
 

1200 
 

1330 
1600 
1800 

Line through to Recce Regt. 
5 RTR now under comd 15 Div - O.K. on R/T comd net, which is the 
only net on which they are appearing. Heavy interference on 
wireless nets due to 3 (Br) Div in 30 Corps being on same freq 
allotment. Corps through Army have arranged for them to minimize 
today & to change to List "D" at 2359 hrs tonight 
46 Bde and Recce on move. Spare gin palace out on sector control 
work on R/T Comd net. 
Line through to new location 46 Bde & line to 46 Bde from Sector 
Control 
227 Bde revert under comd - OK on all nets 
LO 5 RTR visits Adj for link signs etc 
CO & Adjt pay routine visit to 46 Bde 

 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
ZEELST 

23 0800 
 

1000 
 
 

All line dets engaged on extension of line layout, culminating 
in line layout as per Line Diagram issued as at 1800 hrs 
Sig Centre opens at 399205. Wireless situation OK throughout 
day. 5 RTR at 1400 hrs cease under comd 227 Bde and leave Div 
nets 

DGH 
DGH Appx I folio 2 
DGH 
 
 



1800 
1830 

CSO visits C.O. to discuss current problems, especially lines 
CO and Adjt visit Sig centre and find all in order 

DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZEELST 

24 0930 
1000 

 
1015 

 
1400 

 
 

1800 

Large attendance of Sigs personnel at church parade 
5 DG come under comd 15 Div and net satisfactorily on R/T Comd 
net only 
CO and Adjt pay routine visit to OC 53 Div Sigs and to OC 12 
Corps Sigs 
Signal centre moves up to same location as Corps cable-head, 
which is 403226, thus necessitating certain minor readjustment 
of the line layout as from yesterday's diagram 
Heavy intermittent interference of unknown origin on practically 
all nets - affecting Corps as well. Lessening as evening 
progresses. Noise like that of several unsuppressed vehicles in 
the vicinity completely swamping all but the strongest signals. 
Corps investigating 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZEELST 

25 0900 
0900 

 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 

1430 
 

1600 

5 DG no longer under comd 15 Div - off R/T comd net 
Wireless officers Main & Rear engaged throughout day in efforts 
to track down this peculiar interference - assistance of 
Phillips Radio works at EINDHOVEN worthy of mention. Not yet 
discovered 
Line layout in constant state of adjustment throughout day, but 
in general layout as for yesterday, except that Corps required 
their pair of the quad 12C/20 which we were using, still leaving 
us quad 12C/21 in toto. Other arrangements made 
- 1800 Large numbers of ORs attend one of the periodical film 
shows. 
Arrangements made for securing billets of one kind or another 
for all Sigs OR's. This practice will be followed from now on, 
the Admin officer for Rear Div Sigs and the Cipher officer at 
Main being in charge respectively. Here the bulk of the men are 
being accommodated in a large cigar factory. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 26 0800 
 
 
 

1000 
1100 

 
1400 

Line section again fully engaged. Moves of 44 and 227 Bdes to be 
catered for and subsidiary lines such as traffic and sector 
controls. Wireless O.K. No reoccurrence of strange interference 
which would appear to be brought on by wet weather 
MAJOR R.N. HOUSTON granted the T.D. 
Recce parties out but find no suitable site for move of Div HQ. 
Area very congested forward with 7 Armd Div 
Films, an ENSA show and a football match Div HQ & EINDHOVEN 
Div HQ wins 6-1. 4 Signals reps in Div HQ team. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

ZEELST 
 

27 0100 
 
Corps changes frequency list from Corps List "C" to List "B". 
Change effected smoothly 

DGH 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ACHT 

0800 
 
 
 

1430 
 

1800 

Line maintenance etc as normal and preparations for impending 
move of Main Div HQ in afternoon. Interesting new line laid is 
one direct from office of G2 to the air-field at EINDHOVEN for 
air support purposes. 
Main Div HQ moves to ACHT (396227) arriving at approx 1530 hrs. 
Rear Div HQ not moving. 
Line situation - 3 lines to Sig Centre + 1 pair of Corps quad 
lines from Sig Centre to all Bdes. Line 44 - Recce. Line 44 - 
227. Line S.C. Sector Control. Line S.C. - 119 LAA Regt. Direct 
line Div - 46 Bde. 2 lines Rear Div. Pair to Main Corps. Pair 
Rear Div - Rear Corps. Lines S.C. - 227 and one of the Rear Div 
lines faulty for lengthy periods, giving cause for concern. 
Wireless situation OK since arriving, but further interference 
of a/m nature - N.B. weather wet again 

 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 

ACHT 28 0900 
 
 

1000 
 

1500 
 
 

1600 

Signal Centre moved forward first beyond the WILHELMINA CANAL 
(397253). 3 pairs of Corps quads are laid between Main Div & Sig 
Centre. New line laid between Main Div HQ and ALG 
CO and Adjt pay routine visits to 44 Bde, 227 Bde and Recce, 
taking in Signal Centre 
Rear Div HQ moves to STICHTING WOENSEL (410210). 2 lines between 
Main HQ and Rear - 1 pair (extended) of a Corps quad and one of 
our own lines. Direct line between Rear Div - Rear Corps 
CO and Adjt revisit Sig Centre 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ACHT 

29 0900 
 

1000 
 

1030 
 

1500 
1900 

158 Bde of 53 Div under comd 15 Div except for Admin. O.K. on 
R/T and C/W comd nets 
8 HUSSARS of 7 Armd Div (22 Armd Bde) under comd, except for 
Admin. O.K. on R/T Comd net only 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visits to 44 Bde and 227 Bde arranging 
about lines for move of Div HQ this afternoon 
Main Div HQ moves to NEINSEL (439301) arriving at about 1630 hrs 
Lines to all concerned, except to 8 HUSSARS. To be done tomorrow 
by means of Corps pair. Rear Div via Main Corps - Rear Div 
moving in the morning. Signal centre pushed forward, Recce 
acting rather as forward sig centre to our sig centre tonight. 
All wireless OK. 
Section sgt 44 Bde Sig Sec killed today by shrapnel (SGT BROWN 
RW) 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 30 1000 
1100 

 
 
 

CO and O.C. 3 Coy attend funeral of Sgt Brown at HQ 44 Bde. 
Rear Div HQ move to ZON (442259). Line laid between Main & Rear. 
Now also Main Corps - Rear Div and Rear Div - Rear Corps. Line 
laid Main Div - 8 HUSSARS. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 



1500 onwards. Preparations of line diagrams, line traces etc 
preparatory to 51(H) Div taking over here from 15 (S) Div and 
return of 15 (S) Div to 8 Corps. O.C. 51 Div Sigs visits C.O. 
 
                            David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                            Adjt 15 (S) Inf. Div. Signals. 
  

Appx J folio 28 
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NEINSEL 1 0930 
 

1400 
 

1500 
 

1710 
 
 

1900 
 
 
 
 
 

2345 

Church parade with reasonably large attendance. Corps Comd 
present. 
O.C. 3 Coy 51 Div Sigs visits CO to discuss arrangements for 153 
Bde who are relieving 44 Bde tonight 
C.S.O. 8 Corps visits CO to discuss arrangements for the return 
of the Div to 8 Corps 
153 Bde O.K. on R/T comd net only and in place beside 44 Bde and 
taken over their lines. L/T comms to 44 Bde by means of local 
from 153 Bde exchange 
New line laid to Recce as Corps repaired quad pair formerly 
utilized. Now no line to 8 Hussars, instead direct line to Corps 
RA Sig Centre. Corps have also brought in line from 101 U.S. 
Div. C.O. holds conference with Signalmaster Main & Rear & 
wireless officers on future policy of Div HQ operating from 
buildings instead of from the debrises. 
44 Bde move off (under comd 8 Corps until Div arrives), 
maintaining comms, however, on Div R/T comd net only & otherwise 
on Corps nets 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

NEINSEL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 1000 
 
 

1030 
 

1300 
 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1600 
 

Commencement of new system of checking A.B's 412 of vehs of 
sections in addition to monthly AB's 406. One section per week 
by Adjt 
Adjt produces orders for frost precautions so that all will be 
ready as soon as required. 
2-in-C leaves for new area (GEMERT 5730) to which Div is 
proceeding on the 4th to prepare line layout. Certain civil UG's 
are being utilized - details to follow. 2-in-C takes wireless 
set with him so that orders and changes of plan, if any, may 
reach him 
O.C. 3 Coy as recce officer for Div HQ pays third visit to the 
new area with G1. 
C.S.O. 12 Corps visits C.O. to discuss arrangements for the 
changeover and is joined by OC 51 Div Sigs for same purpose 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 
 
 
 

NEINSEL 

1700 
 

1800 
 

2000 

Direct line to Corps RA sig centre transferred from Main Div 
exchange to HQRA switchboard 
C.O. visits O.C. 51 Div Sigs at their HQ a short distance from 
here 
It should have been mentioned that all formations and units of 
the Div are coming on to wireless silence as soon as they leave 
this area so that all Bde and its group are now off the air 

 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEINSEL 

3 0800 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 

2359 

- onwards. Lines personnel busy (a) under 2-in-C in new area 
fixing up details and ends for civil U.G. lines to be used 
between Div HQ-46 Div HQ-227 Div HQ-Recce and laying normal 
lines between Div HQ-44 and Main Div HQ-Rear Div HQ. All work 
completed by 1600 hrs, (b) putting finishing touches to 
arrangements between ourselves and 51 Div Sigs for tonight's 
handover (originally scheduled for 2359 hrs, when 15 Div pass 
under comd 8 Corps but brought forward to 1800 hrs) 
Hand-over begins. Line to Rear Div and line from HQRA to 12 
Corps RA Sig Centre not being strapped through to 51 Div until 
move of 15 Div tomorrow morning, so that we may have two lines 
between ourselves and 51 Div until we move off. Lines handed 
over - 2 to Sig Centre (now manned by 51 Div Sigs) one of which 
is delayed through going faulty at 1715 hrs. Corps line. Corps 
line from Div to 101 US Airborne Div still to be handed over as 
faulty. Line to 153 Bde. Line to 158 Bde not being handed over 
as they have laid their own. Two lines (one strapped through 
from 46 Bde - 153 Bde) 153 Bde - Sig Centre. 46 Bde, 227 Bde and 
Recce all to new area by 2000 hrs - Recce being the last. 
Wireless - Div Comd nets now closed. Rear lines to Corps 
remaining on 12 Corps nets until midnight and reopening on 8 
Corps nets at 040110 hrs 
15 Div comes under comd 8 Corps and closes rear links to 12 
Corps 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

NEINSEL 
 
 
 
 

GEMERT 

4 0110 
0945 
1000 

 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 

Rear links open to 8 Corps. All O.K. by 0135 hrs 
Hand-over with 51 Div completed. All lines O.K. 
Main Div HQ followed by Rear Div HQ move to GEMERT. Main to 
577304, Rear to 577297, Main established by 1130 and Rear by 
1230. All lines as scheduled yesterday ready and waiting, plus 
Corps lines leaving only line to 1 Mx to be completed. This is 
being done tomorrow, when a further PO pair will be available 
Rear lines to Corps close - to be reopened if lines fail when no 
wireless working. Division is in a rest period. All personnel of 
Div HQ very adequately housed in monastery at HQ and "make and 
mend" activities begin. 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 



1230 
1600 

CSO 8 Corps visits C.O. and stays to lunch 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visits to 46 and 227 Bdes and final 
general maintenance of all kinds under way 

DGH 

 
 
 

GEMERT 

5  
 
 

1500 

A quiet day of maintenance, recreation, and general repairs and 
preparations for forthcoming ops. 1 Mx line in by 1100 hrs. 
Cable section engaged today in reeling in cable in former areas. 
Lt Q.M. attends A/Q "Q" Conference at Main Div HQ 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 6 1000 
1000 
1100 

 
1200 

 
 

1400 
 

1630 
 
 

1950 

C.O. attends "O" Gp conference on forthcoming operations 
Adjt attends "A" Conference on general "A" matters. 
LT M. STEARS rejoins unit on return from U.K. Has been a month 
getting here from relanding in France. Apptd 2-in-C "A" Sec 
3 SCOTS GDS of 6 GDS TK BDE come under comd 15 Div. Sig Offr 
visits C.O. and Adjt but not known yet to which Bde the Bn is 
going to be attached 
Instruction sent out to all concerned in the Division on 
wireless discipline (closing of nets when line comms exist) 
All officers attend Div Comd's address in HELMOND, followed by 
performance by the Massed Pipe Bands of the Division. The band 
was magnificent 
With assistance of civil U/G pair GEMERT-GELDROP, line through 
to 3 SCOTS GDS in RIEU, with 6 GDS TK BDE in parallel on it. 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

GEMERT 7 0930 C.O., 2-in-C and Adjt visit O.C. Sigs 3 (Br) Div beyond R MAAS 
as 15 Div are scheduled to take over from them in forthcoming 
ops. Line layout in that area begun and Recce party out but in 
afternoon "Holdfast on all movement" comes through and plans 
left in abeyance. Half cable section left in the area in case 
original plans proceeded with. This visit occupies most of the 
day. Remainder of unit still engaged on general admin of various 
kinds. Frost precautions come into effect tonight. 

DGH 

 8 0930 
 

1000 
 

1100 
 
 

1400 

Church parade - exceptionally large attendance. C.O. reads 
lesson as usual. 
O.C. 1 Coy addresses all ranks 1 Coy and others on general 
matters, especially on conduct in GERMANY 
Skin inspection for all other ranks at Main Div HQ 
12 Corps Officers' Shop visiting Div HQ for three days - in 
great demand. 
Adjt visits Rear Div HQ - routine check-up with O.C. Sigs Rear 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

GEMERT 9 0900 
 
 
 
 

Arrangements begun for line to HQRA who on sudden orders are 
moving this afternoon to 693394 to do a Corps Shoot or Shoots in 
sp 3 (Br) Div. This line completed at approx 1700 hrs - 14 miles 
of cable. Not possible to obtain any assistance in the shape of 
a civil pair in this case. 

DGH 
 
 
 
 



1500 
-

1800 
1530 

One Australian and one British Signals Major arrive - touring 
Sig Units of 8 Corps - prior to rejoining Australian forces and 
are shown around Main and Rear HQs by the Adjt and Signalmaster. 
HQRA move off and the two usual lines to them from Main Div 
board are extended to take in 97 A Tk Regt and 119 LAA Regt. 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 10  An uneventful day. Weather grim - rain continuous. Normal line 
maintenance. New line laid to 97 A Tk Regt after original goes 
faulty. Fault on long HQRA line at 1625 hrs not repaired until 
2020 hrs. 

DGH 

GEMERT 11 0900 
 

1200 
 

1215 
 
 
 
 
 

1600 

Another quiet day. Maintenance and general marshalling of 
equipment 
O.C. Sigs 11 Armd Div visits C.O. and Adjt - ready to see us on 
our return to our own 8 Corps 
O.C. Recce Regt to see C.O. Arrangements concluded re the 
attachment of 1 Cipher Sgt to Recce Regt to work principally 
with the I.O. to relieve him of cipher duties. Cipher officer 
taking him out this afternoon. Also arrangements for O.C. 3 Coy 
and O.C. "N" Sec to sit tomorrow on Recce Regt trade-board of 
Drs-ops 
LT J.J. ADEY R. SIGNALS arrives on attachment this Unit for one 
month from 31 RHU. He will spend a fortnight in "C" Sec and a 
fortnight at one of the Bdes. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

GEMERT 

12 1200 
 

1630 
 

1000 

New basic freq lists from CSO 2 Army - such changes as are 
necessary worked out with O.C. "A" Sec 
Parade of all ranks available outside Main Div HQ to watch and 
cheer H.M. the King on his way from 8 Corps to Brussels 
Draft of 12 reinforcements arrives. 
Men have been on bath parades this afternoon and many also to 
ENSA Shows at Div HQ 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 13 0900 
1100 

 
 

1430 
1530 
1730 

C.O. attends Div Comd's "R" Gp on forthcoming ops 
C.O. briefs 2-in-C on lines necessary in new area (WEERT 5897) 
and line sec with div signs etc obliterated proceeds to that 
area 
O.C. 3 Coy and party out on recce of Div HQ in a/m area 
C.O. attends Div "O" Gp on forthcoming ops 
Adjt attends A/Q conference on forthcoming ops, known by new 
general name of op "CONSTELLATION". The degree of secrecy 
attending the preparation for this op is outstanding 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

14 0900 
 
 
 

- Preparations in hand for forthcoming ops continue. Line layout 
well under way and all arrangements proceeding as normally. Bde 
recces out today which will enable "C" sec to finish off their 
lines 

DGH 
 
 
 



GEMERT 1800 Sig Officer 3 (Tk) SG (under comd) visits Adjt re frequencies 
etc 
LT JW FULLARTON leaves today for three weeks to 3 (Br) Div Sigs 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 15 0930 
 

1400 

Church parade as last week - conducted on this occasion by RAF 
padre 
C.O. and Adjt proceed to HQRA, pick up OC 2 Coy and visit all 
three Fd Regts and Sig Secs. Very satisfactory reports all round 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEMERT 

16 0500 
 
 
 

1400 
 
 
 

1800 

Signal office veh "J" Sec destroyed in fire - accident with 
Tilley lamp exploding and setting off phosphorous bombs for 
destruction of documents. Replaced by loan of TEV from Corps 
while new 3 ton G8 veh is obtained and fetched 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visit to 46 and 227 Bdes - 227 area 
changed for forthcoming ops. This holding up line laying 
programme, also uncertainty as to Recce location - otherwise all 
going well. Div now on complete wireless silence 
A/CSO 8 Corps visits CO to inform him of wireless deception plan 
starting this evening to simulate 15 Div nets during this period 
of wireless silence up till H-1 hrs - whenever that may be. Date 
of commencement of ops still unknown. RA are not yet on wireless 
silence - but will come on same on move from their present area 
when role of 3 (Br) Div will terminate 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEMERT 

17 0700 
 
 
 

0800 
 
 

1500 
 
 

1800 
 
 
 

2215 

All plans changed - 15 Div going under comd 12 Corps again 
forthwith. 3 (Tk) SG cease to be under comd. Recce Regt return 
under comd - have been under 11 Armd Div for the past three 
days. 
Line programme stopped - O.C. 1 Coy returns and the Line Section 
now reeling up the lines they have laid in the WEERT area. 
Future plan as yet unknown - wireless silence continues. 
HQRA returns this location and come under wireless silence and 
take over 97 A Tk and 119 LAA lines again - splitting them for 
their two locals and thence out to the two regts. 
CSO 8 Corps visits CO in connection with the sudden switchover. 
He explains that 12 Corps have laid a quad up to a point in the 
15 Div - 8 Corps line and are splitting it at 2200 hrs tonight, 
thus giving 12 Corps us and 8 Corps 
Line split as above takes place - nothing yet as regards Rear 
Div - Rear Corps line 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 18 1600 
 
 
 
 

Information that 227 Bde are moving tomorrow back into the BEST 
- ST OEDENRODE area and line is necessary. Arrangements for 
civil PTT pair (or perhaps two pairs) made with 8 Corps GEMERT - 
HELMOND - EINDHOVEN - BEST. OC 1 Coy laying tails to this etc 
tomorrow morning. Corps comms not yet properly arranged. At 

DGH 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1800 

present Corps line 15 DIV - 12 CORPS terminates at 8 Corps 
having been changed back from last night. 
Line section returns from reeling up in the WEERT area, having 
reeled up 24 miles. 
All Sigs personnel have been issued with new battle dresses etc 
in the last 48 hours. 

 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

GEMERT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEMERT 

19 0800 
 
 
 

0830 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 
 

1100 
 

2010 
 

2200 

Corps lines not OK. Main Div - Main 12 Corps with 1+1. Rear Div 
- Rear 8 Corps with 1+1 and carrier strapped through to Rear 12 
Corps. This is a suitable arrangement, as 15 Div still being 
administered by 8 Corps up till 20th incl. 
Lines to 227 Bde now under way. 2 PO pairs secured to ACHT 
(3922) only, leaving lengthy lay up to 408290, new loc 227 Bde, 
with second pair to Recce (389289) who have moved with Recce. 
This line to Recce will not be put through until tomorrow as OC 
1 Coy only has 1 det available today, 1 det in reserve at this 
HQ and two on loan to Sigs 227 Bde to help them with their own 
very extensive Bde layout 
Infm received from Corps - change of frequency list forthwith 
from Inf List "B" to Inf List "A". New list immediately issued 
Wireless silence relaxed to 227 Bde only - netted on all nets on 
new frequencies and then closed. 
Line not yet through to 227 Bde. Wireless reopens - Command R/T 
up to them immediately and Command CW at 2030 hrs. Command "Q" 
following at 2200 hrs. All O.K. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 20 0710 
 

0800 
1105 

 
1400 

 
 
 
 

1730 

Line through to 227 Bde. A very difficult night for the carrier 
section. 
All wireless to 227 Bde closed again 
2nd line through to 227 Bde and 2nd line from 227 Bde to Recce. 
This now not being strapped through 
Information received 6 GDS TK BDE now under comd 15 Div and 
moving into former location 227 Bde. Arrangements for line comms 
- already existing line to 6 GDS REAR teed in to their Main - a 
most suitable arrangement both from our point of view and theirs 
- line through to them by 1710 hrs 
Codes and Secy Offr takes freqs, code-signs etc to 6 GDS, who 
arrived in their new location at approx 1700 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

GEMERT 21 1000 
 
 
 
 
 

Changeover completed today of O.C. 3 Coy going to Rear Div as 
O.C. Signals Rear and O.C. H.Q. Coy up to Main, responsible, 
almost as Camp Comdt, for all the Admin at Main HQ with the RSM 
leaving Camp Comdt i/c Admin at Rear HQ 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 



1100 
 
 

1200 
 

1645 

Recce party out for new location - in ST OEDENRODE (4131) area. 
Recce now i/c suitable "G" offr if available with O.C. "A" Sec - 
if "G" offr not available O.C. 3 Coy will be i/c as before 
3 new vehs acquired today to increase number of dets in "C" sec. 
"M" Sec are supplying 2 fitters to drive, third one from "A" Sec 
Lines faulty to 227 Bde. R/T comd net open and immediately 
through - before other nets opened. Lines OK again 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

GEMERT 

22 0600 
 
 

0930 
1000 

 
1400 

All wireless nets open - all net O.K. (except for Recce u/c 227 
Bde) and close except links to Corps, RASC and Med nets which 
remain open 
Church parade as usual 
Personnel on bath parades - OC HQ Coy and 2 ORs on 48 hrs leave 
to BRUSSELS. These vacancies are occurring quite frequently now. 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visits to 227 Bde and Recce, in the 
line, returning by way of ACHT exchange where one of the "C" Sec 
maintenance dets are based on the two long 227 Bde lines 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 

 23  
 

1100 
 

1500 

A quiet day, with much preparation going on though for future 
ops. 
Party attends lecture by War Office rep on the demobilisation 
plans 
Line Diagram issued as @ 1500 hrs 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx J.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST OEDENRODE 

24 1100 
 
 

1300 
 

1530 
 

1700 

CO and Adjt attend "O" Gp on forthcoming ops, which are being 
greatly hastened due to the German movement along this line 
"C" Sec engaged on full layout since early in the morning 
All wireless nets open - only listening unless operationally 
required 
Main Div HQ moves to ST OEDENRODE (419315) arriving approx 1700 
hrs 
Rear Div staying GEMERT overnight - direct line to Main Div and 
all the former Corps lines on Rear Div. All new Main lines to 
all Bdes & Recce & laterals between from Sig Centre. 2 lines to 
Sig Centre - half phantom on one metallic pair. 3 lines Sig 
Centre - 227 - 2 SC - 6 GDS. 1 pair new Corps line on to RA Sig 
Centre - strapped straight through to HQRA. Extremely good & 
quick work by the line section today and all lines working well 
& holding up. All wireless OK. 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

25 0800 
 
 
 

0945 
 

All lines held up throughout the night, but from now on Bdes are 
peeling off and moving on to next area. "C" Section away on new 
line programme with OC 1 Coy on wireless to Comd C/W net. Spare 
CV out on TC duties. Div Recce party out. 
Rear Div on the move to tempy harbour area near ACHT 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 



 
 
 

OIRSCHOT 

1400 
 
 

1700 
1730 
1835 

 
 
 

2105 

Main Div HQ moves to OIRSCHOT (314257) with Rear Div also in 
OIRSCHOT at 320267, Main arriving approx 1515, Rear 30 mins 
later 
Lines to Rear Div and to all Bdes except 46 Bde 
C.O. and Adjt attend Div Comd's "O" Group 
Line through to 46 Bde - this is the important line tonight as 
with 46 Bde as the only Bde forward. Linesmen's post est midway 
on the line. 
No lines from Corps as yet. 
Corps line in O.K. to Main Div but not able to do anything for 
Rear 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 26  
 

0800 
 

1100 
 
 

1400 

Signal Centre now est at MEERGESTEL (2330) since last night and 
all Bde lines (except, of course, 6 GDS) from there. 
Bdes on the move again with one line sec full out coping. New 
Bde locations not too difficult to link up from Sig Centre 
CSO visits C.O. and discusses several points - chiefly, however, 
the line situation and the Corps difficulties at the present 
time. All wireless O.K. throughout the day 
C.O. and Adjt visit all three Bdes, finding out future plans etc 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

OIRSCHOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HILVARENBEEK 

27 0915 
 
 
 
 
 

1200 
1800 

Main Div HQ moves to HILVARENBEEK (195240) arriving approx 1030 
but Rear HQ remaining in OIRSCHOT until tomorrow. Signal centre 
remaining in present location to cope with Rear Div and 6 GDS 
who have moved up quite near and are themselves laying in to the 
Sig Centre but chiefly with 46 Bde, where new HQ on the 
outskirts of TILBURG means a very long line. 
TILBURG captured by 15th (Scottish) Div 
After a day, like so many others at present, of changed 
intentions on the part of the Bdes, apart from the above lines, 
Main Div has Sig Centre line, line to 44 and 227 Bdes (with 
lateral between), 141 RAC (crocodiles under comd), and lateral 
to 4 Armd Bde. Signal Centre also has 131 Fd and 181 Fd. Not 
been possible to do more than one SC line - considerable delays 
unavoidable. No Corps line as yet. Rear Div have old Corps line. 
Recce and 1 Mx Wireless O.K. throughout day, some slight 
interference on R/T Comd net from some "Q" stuff of 7 Armd Div. 
Corps Comd R/T net nothing great at present, not a very good 
frequency 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

28 0900 
 

1300 
 
 

OC 1 Coy proceeds to TILBURG to investigate civil comms but 
exchange etc demolished 
Main Div HQ moves into WILHELMINA PARK, TILBURG, followed by 
Rear Div HQ to 168320. Some purely local short extensions laid - 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 



 
 

TILBURG 

 
 

1500 
1700 

all Bdes within easy reach of Main Div HQ. Rear Div helped out 
by Corps lines (which arrive at approx 1800 hrs) 
CSO 12 Corps visits CO. 
Information received that the Div is moving back on to the 8 
Corps front East of Helmond at first light in the morning to 
counteract German thrust against 7 U.S. Armd Div. 44 and 227 
Bdes already away, followed by 6 GDS TK BDE. 

 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
HELMOND 

 

29 0600 
1030 

 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1900 

Main and Rear Div HQ's move out of TILBURG to HELMOND arriving 
approx 1030 hrs. Corps nets (except to Rear Corps as the Div is 
being administered by 12 Corps up till 31 Oct) net 
satisfactorily to 8 Corps. Main Div at 565215 and Rear Div 
545211 
CSO 8 Corps visits C.O. followed by 8 Corps lines officers. Most 
helpful with line assistance but O.C. 1 Coy on ahead in the 
morning has much of it arranged already. Wireless excellent 
throughout a day of rather feverish line activity - the evening 
finds lines to all Bdes (44 through 227) including 6 Gds Tk Bde, 
line to 11 Armd Div, 7 U.S. Armd Div, two lines to Rear Div, 
Recce, line to Main Corps and to Rear Corps 
Air raid over HELMOND. Slight casualties at Rear Div HQ, only 
rather serious casualty among Sigs personnel being 1 cipher sgt 
evacuated with cuts from anti-personnel bombs. This will refresh 
in the minds of all ranks the still very necessary slit-trench 
being dug on arrival in a new location. 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

HELMOND 
 
 
 
 

ZOMEREN 

30 0900 
 
 

1130 
 
 
 
 
 

1300 

OC 1 Coy and usual train of line section personnel leave for 7 
U.S. Armd Div area, which 15 (S) Div is today taking over. To 
ascertain line-layout and commence new Div lines. 
Main Div HQ moves to ZOMEREN (598108) arriving at approx 1245 
hrs, followed in the afternoon by Rear Div HQ to 586120. 
Wireless excellent throughout the move. On arrival here, a 
complete HSSU FCP is found to be working, having been handed on 
to us, as it were, by 7 U.S. Armd Div, who left without even 
giving them the day's routines. 
Signal Centre established at ASTEN (6113) and together with that 
and 8 Corps "SWAN" Signal Centre in DEURNE (6419) today's line 
layout makes good progress. At the end of the day there is a 
most comprehensive layout to everyone except 1 Middlesex and 
nothing to Rear Corps. One line only to Main Corps - lateral to 
7 US Armd Div, but not to 11 Armd Div as expected. Some of the 
officers in the HQ buildings for first time - extensions both 
telephone and W/T satisfactory 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 



ZOMEREN 31 0800 
 
 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1230 
1600 

O.C. "C" Sec (LT RADWAY) sick - section temporarily under comd 
LT STEARS and engaged today on further consolidation of 
yesterday's line layout (sec line diagram issued as at 1500 hrs 
today). Line to 1 Mx, further line to Signal Centre and 
extensions to 46 Bde who moved forward in the course of the day 
"R" group officer to see Wireless officer and codes offr to 
discuss characteristics of the various Div wireless nets for 
their deception work 
C.S.O. 8 Corps visits C.O. 
O.C. 8 Corps Signals visits C.O. and Adjt and stays to tea with 
Adjt and Signalmaster. 
 
                            David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                            Adjt 
 

DGH 
 
 
Appx J.3 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
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ZOMEREN 1 0930 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1800 

C.O. and Adjt visit all three Bdes and ascertain future plans 
C.O. makes arrangements from Signal Centre for extensions to 44 
and 46 Bdes who are moving this afternoon 
Line Section engaged on these new lines for the two a/m bdes and 
on improving long line to 1 Mx, which has not been too good. 
Line to 141 RAC on to 6 Gds Tk Bde. 
Wireless O.K. throughout day 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 2 1100 
 

1500 
 
 

1400 

C.S.O. 8 Corps visits C.O. bringing with him new CSO 8 Corps, 
present one leaving, much to everyone's regret. 
Observer officer attached to the Division to see C.O. for 
purposes of compiling short biographies of all the heads of 
services 
- onwards. Men to baths in HELMOND 
Line situation pretty well as yesterday - today a reasonably 
quiet day for Sigs. Line section still fairly well extended, 
building up on present layout. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

ZOMEREN 3 1000 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 

1900 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 

Heavy hum on some of the Bde lines. Line Sec and indoor linesmen 
out endeavouring to rectify this and the further building up on 
lines in general. During the course of the day new direct line 
laid to 44 Bde by new route - also likely to be of value when 44 
Bde move on. 
C.O. considers shifting signal centre to new location but 
decides against. 
Routine check by Codes and Security offr reveals rather a lax 
state of affairs on ADMS net - a Signals matter, group not 
properly controlled. C.O. in view of the fact that NCO i/c det 
has just been dealt with by OC 1 Coy for similar matter orders a 
further two days' monitoring and further report prior to further 
action. Codes and Secy officer submitting excellent reports, 
which have proved of great value in the disciplining and general 
efficiency of the running of practically every Div net 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



ZOMEREN 4 1200 
 
 
 
 
 

1900 

Line layout considerably altered as from last diagram - see 
diagram issued as at 1200 hrs 
In the afternoon second line laid to 1 Mx and first line 
improved, not having been particularly successful 
Otherwise, reasonably quiet - both C.O. and 2-in-C rather unwell 
and confined to quarters 
Alteration to line diagram - 46 Bde provided with direct line 
(strapping through at Sig Centre). 

DGH Appx J folio 25 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOMEREN 

5 1130 
1200 

 
 

1230 
 

1800 
 
 

2000 

Church parade as usual - quite a reasonable turnout 
C.O. leaves for 23 FDS in HELMOND - not serious probably only 
severe chill, or influenza. Only expected to be absent approx 48 
hrs. MAJOR GF JOHNSON (2-in-C) assumes temporary Comd 
Party leaves for TILBURG to see Div football match against 
TILBURG (Div wins 3-1). 
LT JW FULLARTON rejoins unit from attachment to 3 (Br) Div Sigs 
LT J.J. ADEY now attached to "A" Sec for remainder of his 
attachment 
During the course of the day, line layout extended in the 
HEUSDEN (6211) area to cover possible move of 227 Bde into that 
area. Certain of these lines kept "warm" at the moment by being 
utilized as a further pair to the Signal Centre 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOMEREN 

6 0900 
 
 
 
 
 

1100 
 

1400 
 

1600 

New line under way south along the canal for possible move in 
that direction by 227 Bde. One of their bns probably going there 
ahead of remainder of the Bde fixed for line comms via 7 US Armd 
Div Combat Gp - 15 Div - 227 Bde and another of their Bns 
withdrawn to HELMOND for brief rest fixes UG DEURNE - HELMOND on 
party line with 4 GREN GDS of 6 Gds Tk Bde 
Adjt proceeds to HELMOND to visit CO in 23 FDS and finds him 
making good progress 
O.C. Fd Hygiene Sec inspect admin layout Main Div HQ with O.C. 
H.Q. Coy and RSM 
2 lines to 6 RSF on Sig Centre board by O.C. Sigs 46 Bde and at 
1800 hrs 6 RSF under Div control (in Div reserve) are netted 
satisfactorily on R/T Comd net and closed shortly afterwards for 
the night 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 0800 
 

1000 
1200 

 
1400 
1630 

 

Heavy wind blowing at gale force, creating havoc with lines - 
"C" Sec on repair work throughout day 
6 RSF now through on Div pair - Bde lines abandoned 
O.C. Sigs 51 Div to see C.O. on 51 Div moving into adjoining 
area - stays for lunch 
6 Gds Tk Bde moves into HELMOND - through to Swan on UG pair 
152 Bde of 51 (H) Div up on Div Comd R/T and CW nets - coming 
under comd 15 Div 080600 A 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 



 
 
 
 
 

ZOMEREN 

1630 
1730 
1800 
1800 

 
 
 
 
 

X 

CSO 8 Corps visits CO regarding dealings with 51 Div 
Line through to 152 Bde - line already laid most of the way 
Direct line to 51 Div 
152 Bde have under comd 2 A&SH - line being fixed by "C" Sec as 
per previous arrangement (an American line being taken over) to 
help 227 Bde as, originally, this Bn was proceeding to this area 
under comd of its own Bde. 
On move of 6 Gds Tk Bde - separate line to "C" Sqn 141 RAC was 
laid 
All lines now OK and wireless has been excellent throughout a 
reasonably difficult day 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 8 0800 
 

1100 
 
 
 

1500 
1700 

Gale abated. Line situation eased and generally quieter. Day of 
normal line maintenance and patrolling 
Wireless situation O.K. - 2 A&SH on Div Comd net to assist 227 
Bde. 6 Gds Tk Bde on Div Comd C/W net to help in traffic 
clearance - only line outlet to them from "SWAN" Corps Sig 
Centre often blocked 
44 and 227 Bdes change places - no complications 
Line to 153 Bde of 51 Div - temporary expedient only, to assist 
51 Div who are going to take this line themselves 
Line diagram issued correct to 1200 hrs. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
Appx J folio 26 

ZOMEREN 9 0800 
 

1800 

No fresh construction on hand for today - day of maintenance, 
line patrolling, men at baths etc. Wireless activity normal. 
Corps closing R/T and C/W links at 1800 hrs, to reopen if L/T 
comms fail. Several stns on Div nets closed also. 
152 Bde now no longer under comd - 154 Bde in their place. Line 
on the board (being taken off by 51 Div). 

DGH 

 10 0800 
 
 
 
 

1500 

As for yesterday. 51 (H) Div remove 154 Bde line and we now have 
two lines to their main div. 154 Bde still have 2 A&SH on their 
board (under Div comd) but we are responsible for the 
maintenance of this line. "C" Sec det out on building up this 
line in an effort to ensure no faults on this line in the night 
44 Bde and 227 Bde again change places without causing any 
confusion 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

ZOMEREN 

11 0800 
 

1600 

All line pts out on patrolling. Div R/T Comd net and links to 
Corps closed except for certain daily test calls 
Adjt goes to fetch CO from 23 FDS and CO returns to the Unit 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 12 0800 
 

1000 
 
 
 

O.C. 1 Coy and Codes & Secy ORs depart on 48 hrs leave to 
BRUSSELS 
LT J.J. ADEY finishes att of 1 month to the unit and returns 31 
RHU 
Church parade as usual - attendance satisfactory 
Normal day of line maintenance etc 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 



1730 Mess meeting of reconstituted Sigs mess - present messes too 
large - which O.C. Sigs is joining. CAPT J. ORR elected PMC. 

DGH 

 13 0800 
 
 

1400 
 

1700 

Normal day commences again - line patrolling etc. One or two 
minor faults in the course of the day. Parties are proceeding to 
Brussels on short 48 hours leave at irregular intervals 
Sigs now responsible for co-ordinating PAD schemes of all units 
in ZOMEREN - OC HQ Coy nominated as Comd by CO 
Adjt and OC HQ Coy attend small G2 conference to draw up PAD 
scheme for Main Div HQ. Signals to be responsible for all 
billeting and messing buildings 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

ZOMEREN 14 0800 
 
 
 

1200 
1800 

Line section on line patrolling again. Line 8 AGRA - Main Div 
put straight on to RA board and new pair laid Main Div - HQRA. 
O.C. 2 Coy closes 15 Div RA Sig Centre and makes all his lines 
direct. 
Nothing further to report this morning 
Quiet afternoon - one or two line faults - otherwise nothing to 
report 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZOMEREN 

15 1100 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 

1230 
1300 

 
1500 

 
1700 

C.O. and Adjt take G1 and A/Q to Rear Div Sig Officer for a 
trial demonstration of new "scrambler" (privacy) equipment which 
is to be fitted in GOC's, G1's and A/Q's caravans. Trials to 
Corps successful 
Line section have laid new section of direct line to 46 Bde (Div 
- Sig Centre). Line to 2 Gdns now direct by means of one of the 
former 51 Div lines (they have now moved). Other line extended 
to 51 Div new location 
O.C. Sigs 49 Div and his Adjt arrive on liaison visit (now in 12 
Corps on our right flank). They stay to lunch, the two C.O's and 
Adjts in their respective messes 
C.O. and Adjt attend demonstration of mine detecting and 
clearing devices 
227 Bde have now moved to 640105 (former Div res Bn loc) and 
have taken over these lines (1 direct to Div - 1 to Sig Centre) 
Former lines now out of service, except one to Sig Centre in use 
for 227 Bde A2 echelon 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 16 1100 
1030 

 
1145 

 
1400 

Several officers to see CO on normal routine matters 
CSO 8 Corps arrives intending to visit Bdes but Brigs all at Div 
Comd's conference so does not go 
Adjt and OC Sigs Rear attend A/Q conference on domestic matters 
at Rear Div HQ 
On move of 51 (H) Div line to them ceases. Line section busy on 
normal patrolling and "shooting trouble" on and off through the 
day 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 



ZOMEREN 17 1030 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1700 

C.O. holds conference with OC 2 Coy and the three Bde Signal 
officers to discuss comms layout for a fairly involved TC 
layout, required for the forthcoming advance of the Div across 
difficult country. Each of the Bdes and RA are responsible for 1 
of the 4 Sector Controls, with Regulating HQ at Main Div. Each 
can cope - "C" section to do the two longest lays for the line 
part. All four say they can provide the necessary wireless but 
CO is trying to borrow four from CSO for the purpose 
OC 1 Coy joins conference and considers lines both for this 
purpose and for forthcoming ops and sets line section off on new 
46 Bde line for use both for them and for Sector Control "A" 
Arrangements made with 51 (H) Div for them to put a set on our 
Div R/T Comd net and also on 227 Bde R/T Comd net 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

ZOMEREN 

18 0900 
 
 

1330 

Issued 15 (S) Inf Div Signals Op Instr No 1 (Op NUTCRACKER) in 
connection with above. Line section engaged on programme as per 
a/m instruction and complete new 46 Bde line started yesterday 
CO and Adjt pay routine visits to 44 and 46 Bdes in connection 
with forthcoming ops 

DGH Appx D folio 11. 
 
 
DGH 

 19 0730 
 
 

0915 
1100 
1300 

Line section out on new layout for impending move of Div. Signal 
Centre closes today and does not reopen yet. At end of day two 
direct lines to each Bde, 46 Bde having moved at 1430 hrs 
Church parade with normal turn-out 
T.C. net opens and nets Sector Control nets A & B and closes 
Signals Mess as such reopens, after having been merged with Div 
"B" mess for some months - messes too big. CO joins his own mess 
from "A" Mess. 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 

DEURNE 

20 0945 
 
 

1130 
 
 

1345 
 
 

1700 

Main Div HQ moves to DEURNE (hutted camp 655170) arriving at 
approx 1100 hrs. Line section, since an early hour, engaged on 
extension of line layout. No difficulties, with the exception of 
227 Bde and Recce, due to whose almost constant moving 
throughout the day, it is impossible to move on. Line eventually 
through to Recce at 2200 hrs. No line to 227 Bde. 
Rear Div HQ moves to VLIERDEN (623183) arriving at approx 1600 
hrs. Lines through approx 1 hr later. Corps line OK to Main and 
Rear Corps 
A most difficult day for wireless. Appalling interference on 
both R/T Comd net and Traffic Control net. 227 Bde out of touch, 
also Recce from approx 2000 hrs. Step-up out 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

21 0700 
 
 
 
 

Line section on extremely busy day, building up and maintaining 
existing lines and struggling in the face of appalling going and 
increasingly difficult traffic jams to reach 227 Bde. Line 
finally through 2120. 

DGH 
 
 
 



 
DEURNE 

0900 
 

1030 
 

1330 
 

1700 
 
 

1900 

A much better day for the wireless. Last night's interference 
gone and all comms OK 
CSO visits OC Signals and meets GOC. Discusses routine matters 
with CO 
Sector Control "C" opens. Wireless OK. Line through per Corps 
quad 1420 
Line to Sector Control "B" faulty. Difficulty in faulting, not 
through again until 1900. Same troubles as with 227 Bde (as 
above) 
Traffic Control net closes for the night. All lines OK 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEURNE 

22 0700 
 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 

2100 

Div Recce party out to HELENAVEEN (7311) with Main Div scheduled 
to move there at 1100 hrs and Rear Div HQ coming in here. Move 
cancelled 1000 hrs. 46 Bde must be allowed to go to Helenaveen. 
Road conditions appalling. Nowhere else at present for Div HQ to 
go 
All wireless OK - line section out on layout for Helenaveen 
which will not be wasted. 46 Bde through in the late afternoon 
and Recce shortly afterwards. 227 Bde who have moved twice in 
the course of the day OK by wireless but state of roads so awful 
that the line section have to be recalled without being able to 
reach them. This approved by G1 at 2100 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 23 0900 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 

1700 
 

1900 

A day of line maintenance on existing lines with the exception 
of extension on line to Sector Control "B" who were closer to 
BERINGEN (7507) and are now linked with second line down lateral 
route "B" via 46 Bde 
Plans made for forthcoming move of Div HQ to SEVENUM area (8114) 
but move subsequently postponed for 24 hours but original plans 
stand 
Tests carried out on new "scrambler" telephone equipment to 
Corps. Appears to be satisfactory 
Wireless OK throughout day and holding up well 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

DEURNE 24 0800 
 
 
 
 

1400 
 
 
 
 

1800 

Line section out laying between HORST (8318) and SEVENUM (8114) 
in view of new positions. This turns out to be an excellent bet 
as Main Div's new location is in the middle of this line, with 
227 Bde at the northern end of it and 46 Bde at the Southern. 
Rest of the day line maintenance and fault-finding 
C.O. and O.C. "O" Sec busy on "scrambler" test (OK) and on re-
designing signal office vehs. Signal centre now housed in gin 
palace and 2 TEV's now available for Main Div. One to be fitted 
out with 2 party-line F&F boards and linesmen's compartment and 
Signalmaster's office and the other counter-clerks etc. 
Wireless OK throughout day. TC not now finally closed 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 



 
 
 
 

HEGELSOM 

25 1030 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1900 

Main Div HQ moves to HEGELSOM (819156) followed by Rear Div HQ 
at 1230 hrs to VOORSTE HEES (810141) arriving at approx 1400 and 
1700 hrs respectively. Line situation on completion of the day, 
2 lines 227 Bde, 1 line 46 Bde, 1 line 1 Mx, 2 lines Rear Div, 
line Rear Div - Recce, 1 Quad to Corps, with both 1+1 equipments 
up at Main. The four speech channels are used as follows - 2 
direct to Main Corps, 1 Rear Div - Rear Corps, the fourth pair 
available at present as a third line Main - Rear Div, but likely 
to be used later for RA - AGRA. 44 Bde who are still in former 
area have 2 lines to Swan and the fourth speech channel from 
Main Div terminates there, thus making 44 Bde available 
Wireless OK throughout day (slight interference on Corps CW net 
from 1 Mx) but 44 Bde fading in the evening and step up goes out 
to roughly midway between, just beyond AMERIKA and situation OK 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

HEGELSOM 

26 0930 
1100 
1400 
1530 

 
 
 

1900 

Adjt attends A/Q conference at Rear Div HQ on several matters 
46 Bde move - line ready for them, also lateral to 227 Bde 
CSO visits CO for general discussions. 
2 new quads in by Corps - 1 to RA Sig Centre (1 pair on Main 
Div, 1 on to HQRA), other quad to be strapped through here and 
through RA Sig Centre, giving quad 8 AGRA - 146 Med Regt but 
affording alternative routing in case of breakdown 
Wireless OK throughout day - step-up out to 44 Bde again 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 27 0830 
 
 
 

1030 
1400 
1500 
1900 

227 move again. New line extended to them, also later lateral to 
46 Bde. Line section out laying line to 56 Bde of 49 (WR) Div 
from whom 44 Bde are taking over night 28/29. Line through to 56 
Bde at approx 1600 hrs 
C.O. and Adjt pay routine visits to 46 and 227 Bdes 
Issued line diagram as at 1200 hrs 
C.O. and Adjt routine visits to Sigs Rear Div 
Wireless state as for yesterday 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

HEGELSOM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 0800 
 
 
 

0830 
 
 
 

0845 
 
 
 
 

Div preparing to go under 12 Corps tomorrow and to take over 
present area of 49 Div from them, but continuing to be 
administered by 8 Corps (Rear Div nets staying on to 8 Corps 
nets) 
Div Recce party to PANNINGEN (7704) present HQ 49 Div - next 15 
Div loc, also 2i/c, OC "C" Sec and 2 line dets to recce their 
lines and duplicate same when necessary. Signal centre out there 
also to set up 'H' pole and be ready to take over lines 
227 Bde move right back to rest in ASTEN - "C" sec det there to 
connect them on to 8 Corps Sig Centre (SWAN) - speech OK and 
will remain so for use by us from 12 Corps 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

HEGELSOM 
 

1000 
 
 

1200 
1500 

 
 

1530 
1600 

O.C. 11 Armd Div Sigs calls to see C.O. - also coming into this 
area. Has picked up old 227 Bde line - now on to 151 Fd Regt - 
thence 11 Armd Div 
CSO 12 Corps calls to see CO re plans for forthcoming move 
44 Bde move fwd to BERINGE and take over from 147 Bde. 
Through by line to 49 Div who are obtainable from 12 Corps RA 
Sig Centre to where we now have 1 pair of a quad 
6 Gds Tk Bde depart from 15 Div - off all wireless nets etc 
CAPT K.R. CURRY posted this unit and takes over Cipher officer, 
LT SCHREIBER having applied to be removed from the role of 
Cipher offr & is TOS (surplus) this unit 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

29 0900 
 
 

1015 

15 Div comes operationally under comd 12 Corps - through OK on 
Corps nets. 146 Bde and Recce Regt of 49 Div under comd 15 Div - 
OK on Div Comd net and 146 Bde later also on C/W net 
Main Div HQ moves to PANNINGEN (775048) arriving at approx 1130 
hrs. Pennants of 49 Div HQ still there, with the usual slight 
confusion that ensues when one Div takes over from another. At 
the end of the day (all wireless, such as is working having been 
OK throughout) there are lines (in some cases more than one) to 
44 Bde, 46 Bde, 146 Bde, Recce 49 Div, 12 Corps RA Sig Centre, 
12 Corps, 8 Corps RA Sig Centre, 8 Corps, Rear Div and Rear 49 
Div. Rear Div have 8 Corps Rear, "Swan" Sig Centre, 12 Corps RA 
Sig Centre, 8 Corps RA Sig Centre, 15 Recce and 1 Mx. Sig Centre 
opened, two direct speakers Div - SC. SC have 46 Bde twice & 
Recce 49 Div 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 30 0830 
 
 
 
 
 

1345 
 

1800 

Day of considerable activity on lines with several variations on 
yesterday's situation. Rear 49 Div goes, Signal Centre closes. 1 
Mx on Main Div board, line to Rear HQ Fife & Forfar Yeomanry. 
Line comes in from 160 Bde on closing of Signal Centre, direct 
line to Recce 49 Div and second line to 46 Bde. Move of 49 Div 
Rear gives second pair to 12 Corps 
CO with other members of Div HQ staffs & heads of services, 
meets 8 Corps Comd, who is leaving, to say goodbye. 
Wireless OK throughout day 
 
                            David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                                                    Adjutant 
                            15th (Scottish) Inf. Div. Signals. 
 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
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PANNINGEN 1 0001 
 
 

0800 
 

1100 
1430 

 
1600 

 
1600 

 
2100 

Change of frequency list to Inf List B. A smooth change all 
round. See Appx for last month (issued to all concerned 
27/11/44). List "B" greatly preferable to List "A" 
A day of fairly busy line activity. Position as per line diagram 
issued 1920 hrs this evening 
CSO 12 Corps visits CO - ordinary routine visit 
CO and Adjt attend Div Comd's co-ordinating conference on 
forthcoming op "GUILDFORD". 
Authority received for change of nomenclature of CO. No longer 
O.C. Div Signals but Commander, Royal Signals (C R Sigs) instead 
Rear Div HQ moves down to this area also (768053). Comms ready 
for them practically complete. See again current line diagram 
C.O's conference of section officers concerned re forthcoming 
programme of intense W/T activity (ordered by Corps) to prevent 
W/T ops and Cipher ops from becoming rusty 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
Appx 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 

PANNINGEN 2 1000 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 

1400 
1700 

CO and Adjt visit 44 Bde. CO meets new Brig and arranges several 
details for forthcoming op (loan of sets for manhandling, if 
necessary, line arrangements etc) 
Line section extremely busy today on final layout of lines for 
op - Signal centre opens again - 2 lines 46 Tac, 44 Tac, 44 Sig 
Cen. Main Div - Tac 44. Main Div - Sig cen (2). Line laying very 
difficult today with tremendous traffic on the roads esp Vehs 
LT J.W. FULLARTON is posted as Unit Signal Officer to 6 KOSB 
Wireless OK throughout day - 49 Recce now moved away & off both 
wireless & line. 31 Tk Bde on R/T Comd net (in sp of 44 Bde in 
forthcoming op) 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

3 0930 
 

1000 
 

1000 
 

Church parade - reasonably good attendance in view of there 
being a battle in progress 
C.O. and Adjt visit Signal Centre, 46 Bde and Tac HQ 44 Bde 
Everything functioning smoothly but a considerable number of 
- onwards / line faults throughout day. A certain amount of 
shelling on the lines but chief source of trouble being own 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 
 

1200 
1200 

 
1800 

Vehs, especially the AVRE tanks carrying bridges. These pull 
down most everything. The answer is most difficult to find 
CSO 12 Corps visits Comd & discusses progress of the op 
Div R/T Comd net now has 31 Tk Bde and Tac HQ 12 Corps as extra 
outstns. 31 Tk Bde off the net again by evening 
Line position as shown by line diagram issued as at 1200 hrs 

 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx J2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

4 0800 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 
 

1200 
1400 

 
1600 

Line section busy on modifications to layout, with 44 Bde moving 
up to SEVENUM, 46 Bde to former 44 loc at BERINGE prior to 
moving back to 227 Bde loc at ASTEN with 227 Bde scheduled for 
MAASBREE. A certain amount of assistance from both 8 and 12 
Corps in providing quad for us to lay ourselves & for 44 Bde who 
have an extensive layout. As the div looks like being in this 
area for a considerable period, all lines are being most 
carefully built with as permanent cable as may be obtained (ie 
quad as much as possible) 
Comd holds Coy Comds' conference on various matters, chiefly on 
tpt and future plans re training 
A/CSO 8 Corps visits C.O. & Adjt and stays to lunch 
C.O. holds orderly room - perhaps the largest since leaving 
England - 4 cases! 
LT SCHREIBER absorbed in the Unit on 2nd Army Authy (2i/c "A" 
Sec but employed in "C" Sec). LT STEARS now surplus & posted to 
40 RHU but remains attd this Unit for all purposes 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 5 0800 
 
 

1500 
1600 

Line Sec again out on line layout, with 44 Tac moving out & back 
to 44 Main. Direct line to 44 now, with Recce on 44 board 
44 - SC and SC - 8 Royal Scots to keep 44 Bde. 
CO attends Div Comd's conference on training and future ops 
Lt-Col Lyall R. Signals, instructor at the Staff College, 
arrives on visit from 8 Corps for the night. Commences tour of 
layout after tea and takes in Rear Div first with O.C. Sigs Rear 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 6 0000 
1200 

Lt-Col Lyall continues his visit and departs at 1000 hrs 
CO and Adjt depart for HELMOND for much-needed bath & proceed to 
theatre show 
Line section engaged throughout day on normal work routine dets 
assisting both 44 & 227 Bdes. New quad laid Main Div - Signal 
Centre. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 7 0930 
 
 
 

1100 
 

Adjt holds training conference with Signalmaster, Wireless 
officer and Cipher officer regarding procedure for W/T links 
under present semi-static conditions. See instruction issued 
subsequently 
Line sections out again - new quad being laid Sig Centre - 44 
Bde. Arrangements completely for comms to Rear RASC in ZOMEREN 

DGH Appx J3 
 
 
 
DGH 
 



 
 
 
 
 

1400 

(SWAN - 227 Bde - RASC and SWAN - RASC by means of 8 Corps quad) 
and a further line laid Div Sig Centre - 1 Det assisting 227 Bde 
in their new area HELDEN (7903) and RA det started on a new 
layout, which it is reckoned will take 45 miles of D8 double 
cable to complete. 
New A Tk Regt (102) (from 50 Div) in place of 97 - require four 
more frequencies as they have sets from Btys to Tps which 97 
never had. Necessary adjustments made 

 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 8 0100 
 

0900 
 
 
 

1415 
 

1700 

Change of frequency list from Inf Div List "B" to Inf Div List 
"C". Change goes very smoothly indeed 
227 Bde move out of ASTEN and relieve 160 Bde of 53 Div in 
HELDEN (7903) and take over existing line. New quad laid to them 
in course of day and Bde lateral to 53 Div strapped through to 
Main 15 Div on third pair 
46 Bde move out of BERINGEN into res in ASTEN and take over 
existing comms. 
New quad completed Signal Centre - 44 Bde - one pair still 
faulty 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

9 0900 
1000 

 
 

1400 
 
 

1700 

15 (S) Div returns under comd 8 Corps - wireless through OK 
Adjt and OC Sigs Rear attend A/Q conference, which lasts for 3½ 
hours and discusses many points - accommodation, welfare, 
surplus MT and leave to UK 
Comd R Sigs conference of all officers at Main Div HQ and OC 
Sigs Rear & QM on welfare, Xmas, New Year arrangements & other 
matters 
Certain line adjustments rearwards due to changeover back to 8 
Corps - 12 Corps RA Sig Centre away. Now no lines to 12 Corps 
1+1 on Main Div - Swan, with carrier strapped through direct to 
8 Corps. Recce move today to LIEROP - now also obtainable 
through SWAN. 
Forward arrangements still building up - wireless now 
practically closed 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 10 0930 
 

1200 
 

1700 

Church parade at Main Div HQ with very good attendance and a 
most excellent service 
CSO 8 Corps arrives on a social visit and stays to lunch and 
meets most of the Unit officers at Main Div HQ 
Line secs both of this Unit and of Corps Sigs still heavily 
engaged on building up and effecting alterations to one line 
set-up. Now very nearly in shape 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

11 0100 
 
 

1st 24 hour period of training on the Div C/W net begins. Goes 
quite all right, except for the Bde resting back in the ASTEN 

DGH 
 
 



PANNINGEN 
 

0100 
 
 
 

1430 

- onwards / area, where there is considerable difficulty, 
especially with practice all-stns messages from other outstns. 
Decided that in future the resting Bde will not be included in 
the scheme. 
Adjt attends Div Comd's conference on the forthcoming opening of 
leave to the UK 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 12 1000 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1700 
 

1700 

CO and Adjt pay routine visits to 44 and 227 Bdes, chiefly to 
see how they are getting on with their extensive line layouts - 
all going well 
ASM LEEMING W WO i/c LAD today granted emergency commission as 
2/LT in REME. CAPT WD TONER (OC A SEC) granted 14 days 
compassionate leave 
Line layout now practically complete - hope to issue complete 
line diagram tomorrow 
Special Interference Section arrives - working on frequencies 
with Codes & Security sec for interferences of all kinds 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 13 0830 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

CO and 2 i/c leave for ZOMEREN to see presentation of medal 
ribbons by C-in-C and hear his address to recipients and senior 
offrs of the Div 
Issued line diagram as at 1200 hrs. Line layout now completed 
with line lateral 44 Bde - 3 Mons - 159 Bde - 11 Armd Div. 
Speech excellent. Only forthcoming change now pending (to be 
completed tomorrow) is removal of 3rd quad pair, belonging to 8 
Corps from 44 Bde and turning it into a direct line to 46 Bde in 
ASTEN (via Swan Sig Centre) 
Wireless on second day of intense CW activity on Div Comd net - 
position greatly eased by the exclusion of the resting Bde in 
ASTEN from the scheme 

DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx J4 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 14 1000 
 

1000 

LT D.W. SOUTAR from 50 (N) Div Sigs attached this Unit FAP. An 
old and valued member of this Unit to welcome back 
A day of normal routine - a direct line provided now (via Swan) 
to the resting Bde in ASTEN 

DGH 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 15 1000 
 

1100 
 

1200 

CO, Adjt, OC 2 Coy visit 131 and 181 Fd Regts. CO arranges for 
new direct line (half-phantom) 44 Bde - 181 Fd Regt 
Capt KR CURRY Cipher Officer posted back to UK 
Lt M STEARS posted 3 (Br) Inf Div 
193 Fd Amb on by line to 44 Bde. 194 Fd Amb on to Main Div 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 16 1000 
 
 
 
 

CO and Adjt - 2 i/c already there - proceed to 53 (W) Div HQ to 
see there C R Sigs with reference to 46 Bde who are taking over 
from 160 Bde tomorrow. 46 Bde are moving into HQ 53 (W) Div 
present locations so the situation is arranged without undue 
difficulty 

DGH 
 
 
 
 



1200 
 

1415 
1600 

CO presides over the draw of the ballot for UK leave, which 
passes off most smoothly 
CO attends Div Comd's conference on future plans & trg 
CO and Adjt pay second visit to 53 Div in connection with the 
a/m takeover 

DGH 
 
DGH 

 
PANNINGEN 

17 0945 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1730 

Church Parade conducted by the Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland. A most beautiful service and the Moderator's words 
most moving 
46 (H) Bde move to HEYTHUIZEN area (7903) arriving about midday 
and are immediately through by line - 1 quad pair direct and 1 
46 Bde - 3 AGRA - HQRA 15 Div - 15 Div 
Adjt attends A/Q conference at Rear Div HQ on forthcoming move 
and plans 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 18 0030 
1000 

 
 

1100 
 
 

1200 
1200 

Adjt issues leave roster together with vacancies for Jan 1945 
CO and 2 i/c leave for 30 Corps and HQ Canadian Army to discuss 
forthcoming move of the Div into their area. They are away all 
day 
44 Bde lines, damaged by Carriers, through again OK 
Lateral to 11 Armd Div under way - lateral from 44 Bde now 
changing to unit of 3 (Br) Div. Line laid for 11 Armd Div to 227 
RA det 
Lt FC BROCK attached as interim Cipher officer in place of Capt 
Curry, pending arrival of permanent replacement 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 19 1000 
 
 
 
 

1200 
1400 

Certain changes in the rearward line layout - 8 Corps taking 
over former 12 Corps lines - 12 Corps Sig Centre at WEERT 
becomes 8 Corps Sig Centre "GOOSE" to which we have former 12 
Corps quad, giving one line to "GOOSE" and the other strapped 
through as lateral to 11 Armd Div 
Issued line diagram as at 1800 hrs today 
An afternoon of normal routine - CO has small orderly room and 
interviews etc. Wireless day on CW net - practice traffic now 
excluded from this scheme on orders from Corps. OC Sigs Rear 
away today on Div Recce party to new area 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH Appx J5 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 20 1000 
 
 
 
 

1600 

Line Section engaged on new lateral 44 Bde - 185 Bde (3 (Br) 
Div) to replace present - UG pair SEVENUM - HORST utilized for 
this purpose and through by 1400 hrs. 520 CA det (making third) 
now 15 Div responsibility for comms - put on party line with 218 
det & 39 FS 
CO decides for the present to cut out "wireless days" altogether 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 21 0900 
 
 

C-in-C's certificates for outstanding good service to LT (QM) 
J.A. SHIELDS, SGT D. UNSTEAD ("A" Sec), CSM C. ANDERSON (HQ 1 

DGH 
 
 



 
 

1000 
 
 

1100 
1400 

COY), SGT R.W. BROWN ("J" Sec (posthumous)), CPW G.E. SPARKS 
("N" Sec). The CO is going to present these formally on Xmas day 
Cpl Wilkes ("A" Sec) returns from DAD course at 2nd Army School 
at EINDHOVEN, having obtained Q1 and OC 1 Coy institutes a unit 
course of ten days (2 more in the afternoon) 
Adjt inspects cookhouse, ration stores etc 
Normal routine afternoon - NTR 

 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

22 1000 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 

1720 

CO and Adjt visit CSO's branch 8 Corps and lunch in 8 Corps Sigs 
Mess. Complete trace of all 15 Div lines in present area handed 
to A/CSO 
On returning, several changes in rearward lines found - 3 AGRA 
pair - 8 AGRA instead and lines to "GOOSE". 11 Armd Div had to 
go through their board. 46 Bde alternative routing gone - 
temporarily at least 
46 Bde late for daily test call on R/T net - necessary action 
taken 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 23 1100 
 

1400 
 

1500 

Comd attends Div Comd's conference on training etc. Schools to 
continue under Bde arrangements 
46 Bde lay line 46 Bde - 61 Med Regt, thus restoring alternative 
routing (15 Div - 8 AGRA - 61 Med - 46 Bde) 
O.C. Line Sqn 8 Corps arrives from 8 Corps on way to see OC 44 
Bde Sigs re undergrounds SEVENUM - BLERICK 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 24 0930 
 

1700 
 
 
 

2030 

Church Parade with excellent carol-singing by all present and 
the Christmas spirit is now considerably in evidence 
A number of shells fall in the village - no casualties, but 
direct line to 46 and party line to CA and RS Secs put out - 
speech OK on alternative routing to 46 but C/W net opened to 
them for message clearing 
Unit carol-singing party tours officers' messes and sing 
excellently 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 25 0800 
 

1130 
1300 
1330 

 
 

1800 
 

2000 
2030 

WO & Sgts take tea to ORs in bed - usual Christmas morning. 
Ringing fault on 46 Bde rather damps the ardour of "C" Sec 
Unit carol-singers perform at church service of 1 Mx 
CO, 2i/c, Adjt visit men's dinner at Rear Div HQ 
Men's dinner - after visit by officers to WO's & Sgts Mess - a 
very good show. GOC visits and presents C-in-C's certificates as 
previously mentioned 
Men attend performance of "A Christmas Carol" performed by the 
monks of the monastery 
Officers Mess Christmas dinner 
Housey-Housey etc in the men's recreation room - all the Xmas 
arrangements have really gone very well 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 



 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

26 1400 
1800 

 
2100 

CO and Adjt pay routine visit to 46 Bde 
CO and Adjt attend performance of a nativity play and "A 
Christmas Carol" by monks of the local monastery 
CO and Adjt attend performance of Div HQ officers pantomime in 
which CAPT ORR plays part of heroine - most amusing 
Otherwise a quiet day - a certain amount of trouble on the Corps 
line with the carrier and on the 46 Bde line, but nothing 
serious. Ominous note struck in the evening by receiving word 
that the Unit has to provide 8 OWLs and 1 Dvr/Mech for R Sigs 
draft for Far East 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 27 1045 
 
 

1430 
1730 

CO and Adjt attend talk by GSO1 to all ranks bringing them up to 
date with the feats of the Division from Normandy up to the 
present position 
CSO 2nd Army (Brig KNOWLES late CSO 8 Corps) visits CO 
CO and Adjt attend film show in Men's mess - an excellent show, 
but Mess Hall freezing cold - OC HQ Coy not yet obtained stoves 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 28 0900 A day of ordinary routine. Nothing outstanding to report. Fault 
(contact) on 44 Bde quad in afternoon, otherwise NTR 

DGH 

PANNINGEN 29 1000 
 
 

1300 
1530 

Routine morning - issued instructions regarding the 
recommencement of "wireless days" starting tomorrow on the Corps 
nets and on the Div nets after New Year 
Issued Line Diagram as at 1400 hrs 
CO and Adjt attend the second of three children's parties being 
run at Div HQ for the children of the village. Great success 

DGH 
 
 
DGH J6 
DGH 

 30 1045 
1100 

 
1500 
1600 

CO addresses draft of 9 ORs under order for the Far East 
CO and Adjt depart for LIEROP to inspect Recce Regt Sig Sec and 
Recce Sigs Training Cadre 
CAPT TONER returns from compassionate leave 
Linesmen out on 46 Bde and Rear Div lines damaged by three 
shells falling quite near Div HQ. All OK again in approx 1½ hrs 
- new piece required to be laid in 46 Bde line 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 31. 0945 
1900 

Church Parade as normal - good attendance 
CO and Adjt to Sigs "C" Mess at Rear Div HQ for Hogmanay 
celebration 
 
                         David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals Adjt 
                               15th (Scottish) Inf Div Signals 
 

DGH 
DGH 
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PANNINGEN 1 1145 
 
 

1700 
 
 

1830 

Small sherry party in Sigs Mess to usher in the New Year, 
attended by GOC G1 A/Q etc etc - most of the senior officers of 
Div HQ 
A number of shells, larger than normal, fall in the PANNINGEN 
area - no damage, only faulty line being the alternative routing 
to 46 Bde 
Second sherry party in Sigs Mess for the more junior officers of 
Div HQ - both parties a great success and Comd & officers drink 
the health of Mess Cpl and Men's Cook at drinks afterwards 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 2 0830 
 

1000 
 
 

1500 

CO and OC Sigs Rear (OC 3 Coy) depart for Brussels on 48 hrs 
leave 
A busy morning, chiefly devoted to fixing up extra signal stores 
for 227 Bde and for the DUTCH Coy under comd 44 and for the Div 
school opening shortly beyond Brussels 
Draft of 9 men received to replace those posted the other day to 
Far East 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 3 1800 A normal day of busy routine with nothing outstanding to report DGH 
 4 1000 

 
 

1200 
 
 

1700 

First case of its kind - Court of Inquiry sits to declare a Sgmn 
of Codes & Security "illegally absent" having failed to return 
from compassionate leave 
Line laid by "C" Sec to 6342 LWS (Light Warning Set) of RAF 
46 Bde line faulty this morning - also attended to by both "C" 
Sec and 46 Bde linesmen 
CO and OC 3 Coy return from BRUSSELS 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 5 1100 
 
 
 

1445 

Routine morning with CO interviewing several people in the 
ordinary course of affairs, including LT CR WICKS posted to us 
from 12 Corps Sigs as Cipher officer. LT BROCK (att) leaves on 
the 7th. 
CO and Adjt pay routine visit to 44 Bde and 227 Bde remaining 
for tea at 44 Bde 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



PANNINGEN 6 1000 
1200 

 
1745 

Normal routine day - nothing to report 
Adjt with Signalmaster and Codes offr leaves for HELMOND for 
bath etc 
Comd has interview with GOC 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 7 0945 
1000 

 
 
 
 

1800 

Church parade as normal 
ORD moving mostly from Rear Div to ASTEN - problem of comms not 
easy, especially with ORD - such a busy extension and taking the 
OFP with them. Recce shortly vacating LIEROP and coming further 
forward but this line of no value for ORD. Only solution is to 
make ORD and Rear RASC a party line and arrangements for this 
under way & completed by 1800 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

8 1000 
 
 
 
 
 

1100 
1200 
1400 

 

Signal officer RECCE to see CO and Adj re forthcoming move of 
Recce Regt on Wednesday or Thursday of this week to STICHTING 
HEILBLOEN (717015). "C" sec start on this lengthy lay which will 
be carried on from new HQ Recce Regt to 46 Bde. 8 miles of quad 
specially authorized by CSO for this job. Line sec also engaged 
on cable recovery and receive rum ration at night 
CO with OC 1 Coy inspects all CVs at Main and Rear Div HQ 
Unit receives its first "weasel" - with LAD for inspection 
Signalmaster Rear on ORD problem again - possible alternative 
solution 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 9 0930 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1400 

- onwards. Adjt engaged in taking Summary of Evidence in the 
case of Sgmn Fielding (damage to veh - refusal to accept CO's 
award) 
"C" cable again on Recce line - by the afternoon only 500 yds to 
do - held up by fresh supplies of quad cable not arriving until 
the evening 
Commanding Officer's orderly room 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

PANNINGEN 

10 0840 
1030 
1250 

 
 
 

1500 
 

1700 
 
 
 

2150 

CV1 and CV2 remain open after normal test call for move of Recce 
at 1030 hrs - comms OK. Recce move 
Recce in new location. Both pairs of new line through are 
terminated at present on Recce board (later to be taken on to 46 
Bde). Contact between both pairs partially remedied. Line is UG 
from PANNINGEN - BERINGEN thence quad. 
218 CA and 39 FS line cease as party line - both now through on 
separate UG lines 
ORD and RASC now on separate direct lines from SWAN (RASC on 
former Recce line (SWAN - UG HELMOND - UG LIEROP - D8 ZOMEREN 
BRIDGE - quad RASC) and ORD on former RASC stumped at ASTEN 
Speech OK on both circuits 
Extreme Frost Warning received (14° of frost tonight). Necessary 
precautions taken - both for engines and for batteries - all 

 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 



engines being run for 20 mins every 4 hrs (all vehs are already 
filled with glycol mixture) 

 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

11 0900 
 
 

1000 
 

1930 

A day of normal routine. One CV (LP) exchange this day on Corps 
authority for one ACV (LP) from 11 Armd Div. To be used as a 
spare especially for a Bde HQ going forward into an exposed 
position in which case the Bde will make a temporary exchange 
with "A" Sec with one of its own CV's. 
The new G1 (LT-COL HAILEY) comes to the Sigs Mess for drinks 
before dinner 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 12 1000 
 
 

1400 
 

1800 

Comd attends GOC's conference on future events - changeovers in 
Bdes etc, additional tps coming under comd and the Div area 
considerably enlarged in the near future 
CSO 8 Corps visits Comd and remains for about 1½ hours, talking 
over routine matters and inspecting one or two of the CVs 
First of the Main Div HQ Officers PT classes - in the conference 
room. A great success - actually a dancing class and "strip the 
willow" was practiced on this occasion, with the aid of one of 
the SIGS pipers 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 13 1200 
1300 

Issued Line Diagram as at 1800 hrs 
Comd and OC 3 Coy leave for Corps on routine visit and to attend 
an evening function with 8 Corps Signals 

DGH Folio 21 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 14 0915 
 
 

1000 
 
 
 

1400 

Church parade as normal. CO and Adjt, with 2in-c, busy on many 
matters of greater and lesser importance, prior to departure 
tomorrow of CO on leave 
Link working (CV6 (outstn) - CV5) to Div School at GENVAL nr 
Brussels, a distance of 78 miles. R5 both ways CW, speech not 
practicable - rod aerials only, naturally, results considered 
reasonably satisfactory 
Line Section out recceing new line to be laid to ASTEN - a 
lengthy lay forced upon us at last by the amount of lines 
already on the SWAN board and by the incoming fourth Bde already 
mentioned coming in to ASTEN shortly 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

15 1000 
 

1000 
 

1430 

CO and Codes & Secy officer depart on UK leave. Major GF JOHNSON 
assumes comd of the Unit 
Adjt engaged on additional summary of evidence on the Fielding 
case 
CO has conference of those concerned on the subject of 
forthcoming changes in Bde dispositions and of 1 Cdo Bde coming 
u/c 15 (S) Div on 18 Jan. Arrangements satisfactorily concluded. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 16 1000 
 
 

Line to ASTEN turns out to have been a good "spec" - 1 Cdo Bde, 
prior to coming u/c 15 Div concentrating in ASTEN at old 227 Bde 
HQ and we are able to connect them on without delay. ORD also 

DGH 
 
 



 
 
 

1000 
 

1800 

put in parallel on this line, but later in the day, 10 line 
exchange established in ASTEN with Div line terminating there 
and 1 CDO Bde and ORD as extensions 
Adjt engaged on Summary of Evidence in the case of a returned 
absentee from compassionate leave 
Officer PT class - the beginnings of the eightsome reel for 
those unfortunate enough not to know this dance already 

 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

PANNINGEN 

17 1215 
 

1400 
 

1600 

COL ASHLEY (47 Trg Div SIGS) and LT-COL COPELAND (MT3) arrive on 
visit to the Unit - leaving tomorrow morning. After lunch they 
proceed with A/CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy to 44 Bde and visit Rear Div 
HQ and Signal Office etc at Main Div HQ after tea 
Sig Offr (CAPT BEATTIE) 1 CDO Bde visits Adjt and many points in 
connection with their takeover settled (frequencies, codesigns 
etc). Proceeds after tea with OC 3 Coy to talk over a/m matters, 
particularly UC switchboards and telephones, which are proving 
the greatest difficulty in these handovers - they have none and 
no one has any to issue to them! ACSO meets QM to arrange 
matters on the 'Q' level 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 18 1000 
 

1100 
 
 

1800 

Adj again engaged on court-martial work & other returns - Hons & 
Awards etc. LT QM departs on leave 
A/CO and Adjt on burning problem of phones etc for 1 CDO Bde 
with more success today by a good combout from all corners of 
the division 
Ech allotment of leave received - very much reduced 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

PANNINGEN 19 0900 
 
 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1400 

Final arrangements on the Sigs side made for the changeover of 
Bdes tomorrow and also for INNS OF COURT Regt of 11 Armd Div who 
are also coming under comd and going into ASTEN tomorrow - no 
problem now as they will take over the lines at present in use 
by 1 CDO Bde. Wireless silence forward tomorrow 
Line Sec engaged on two lines from our ASTEN switching centre 
(now known as "DIAMOND") partly UG (from LIEROP) to HELMOND for 
44 and 46 Bde Wkshps. Completed by 1700 hrs 
Adjt commences clear-out of all secret files & institutes new 
filing system 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

20 0900 
1100 

 
 
 
 

1230 
 

Line sections engaged on completion of work in ASTEN area 
44 Bde (less Tac HQ) move out - 227 Bde take over and 1 CDO Bde 
take over from 227 Bde. All lines taken and handed over 
satisfactorily. INNS OF COURT Regt move into 1 CDO location in 
ASTEN - lines OK there also and 'A' Sec rep proceeds there for 
wireless briefing 
News of Div being relieved almost immediately by 6 Airborne Div 
and Div going back to TURNHOUT - HERENTHALS area for rest 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 



 
 
 
 
 

1530 
 

1700 
 

1800 

period. Secrecy extreme but former plan of ops under 30 Corps 
appears to be a certainty. Div will be under 1st Cdn Army in 
rest area. Recce parties laid on for tomorrow - all quite 
smoothly as per previous arrangements when this plan was in the 
air before 
Adjt, OC 3 Coy and OC HQ Coy attend A/Q conference on above at 
Rear Div HQ. A/CO sees Col etc 
Adv party 6 Airborne Div arrives - 3 offrs & 9 ORs. CAPT BLACK 
(OC HQ COY) returns from leave. 
All arrangements in order for tomorrow and all & sundry of those 
"in the picture" are heartily delighted at the prospect of 
leaving PANNINGEN 

 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

21 0930 
0930 

 
1200 
1300 

 
 
 
 
 

1700 
 
 

1800 
 

2000 

A/CR Sigs leaves for Corps, new Div area etc 
Line Sec of 6 Airborne and ours out together recceing for taking 
& handing over lines 
Issued Line Diagram as @ 1200 hrs 
Information received that 1 CDO Bde leaving again tomorrow & 
being relieved by 8 RS, 4 KSLI and INNS OF COURT (both 11 Armd 
Div) all directly under comd 15 (S) Div. Arrangements made for 
netting of 4 KSLI and 8 RS. Adjt arranges for DIAMOND switch to 
close wef first light 22nd and to proceed to HELDEN to take over 
lines from 1 CDO Bde 
CV6 moved from Div School to Report Centre at new Div HQ at 
HERENTHALS and reports to OC Div Recce Party (Major HOUSTON). 
After some little difficulty comms established R3 each way 
Tremendous arguments over swbds and teles to be handed over to 
incoming Div - finally settled but not easily 
A/CR Sigs returns and has left half of line section in new area 
but most lines already in existence (51 (H) Div) 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx  Folio 22 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

PANNINGEN 

22 0830 
 

0915 
 
 

0920 
 

1010 
1035 

 
1115 

 
 

Adjt attends A/Q conference at Rear Div HQ - Div now moving to 
TILBURG and not to HERENTHALS 
Spare F&F switchboard takes over lines from 1 CDO Bde in HELDEN 
smoothly giving lines to the 2 bns in the line, 8 RS & INNS OF 
COURT, and other Helden subscribers 
Recce move out and pair in quad strapped through direct to 46 
Bde 
1 CDO Bde move out 
All stns satisfactorily netted, including 8 RS for the first 
time on Div Comd R/T net 
A/CR Sigs leaves for 30 Corps & TILBURG on liaison with CSO and 
on recce 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 



1800 Line traces, diagrams etc handed over to senior rep of adv party 
of 6 Airborne Div 

 
 
 
 

PANNINGEN 

23 0900 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1400 
1500 
1800 

 
 

A day of final adjustments and arrangements - 6 Airborne take 
over lines at 1100 hrs - situation somewhat complicated by the 
fact of us moving tomorrow and comd not actually passing until 
250001B hrs but 6 Airborne agree to take Rear lines for us 
- onwards / except for CCRA line which we are doing - armd car 
remaining also to hold Div Comd net until changeover - Col 
remaining behind - net now consisting of 227 Bde, 3 Para Bde and 
5 Para Bde both of whom are now under comd 15 Div 
(satisfactorily netted at 1300 hrs - 1½ hrs before actually 
coming under comd). We are leaving small party behind for 
various duties under OC HQ Coy with lines section also leaving 
half behind until following day 
A/CR Sigs conference with 6 Airborne reps for final details 
A/CR Sigs departs for new area 
Still arguments on vexed question of exchanges and telephones 
but reasonably satisfactorily settled. A good handover in 
general 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

nr TILBURG 

24 0945 
 
 
 

1700 

Main Div HQ followed by Rear Div HQ leaves PANNINGEN and moves 
to the SEMINARY (235380) near TILBURG with Rear Div HQ in the 
CONVENT at SPARRENDEAL (283405) arriving at approx 1600 hrs. Now 
under 30 CORPS, 1st CDN ARMY 
Corps quad through - 1 pr through to Rear Div - Div lines quad 
to OISTERWIJK (2334) thence UG into TILBURG for 44, 46 Bdes. 
Only 46 Bde in so far, but arrangements well in hand for all 
subscribers. Wireless silence on for Div - change to List "A" 
wef 0100 hrs tomorrow. New list produced tonight - netting times 
to follow 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 25 0900 
1000 

 
 
 
 
 

1240 
 

1430 

Issued 30 Corps freqs to all concerned 
CV5 nets on Corps R/T Comd net at 10 mins notice - R5 right away 
and first stations to come up and group. Rest of wireless nets 
still silent. Line sections busy on completing line layout - 
line through to 227 Bde as soon as they arrive and line also 
completed this afternoon to HQRASC - other subscribers not yet 
arrived at locations 
Rear party arrives from PANNINGEN - all handed over there most 
satisfactorily 
A/CR Sigs and Codes Offr go to Corps on routine visit re 
wireless arrangements, link-signs, codes (now 1 CDN Army) etc 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

nr TILBURG 27 1000 
 
A/CR Sigs attends planning conference at HQ 30 Corps, returning 
at lunch time 

DGH 
 



1200 
 

1400 
1800 

Issued line diagram as @ 1600 hrs - line layout now exactly as 
per this diagram 
Adjt and Signalmaster leave for Tilburg for much-needed bath 
Adjt and Sgt Morris (orderly room Sgt) briefed for op 
"VERITABLE" by A/CR Sigs 

DGH Appx  Folio 23 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 28 0945 
1500 

Church Parade as normally 
All 15 Div nets down to but excl 18 & 38 set nets open and net 
on Inf List "A" in connection with op "TURBINATE II" - as per 
4000/G(Ops) issued by "G" for Sigs dated 26/1/45 - all comms 
satisfactorily established despite Corps confusion who appear 
incapable of deciding whether they are on Corps List "A" or "B" 
- some Corps nets on A and others on B. Certain nets find 
increasing interference as evening comes (CV1, CV8, CV7), Adjt 
attempting to clear 

DGH 
DGH Appx  Folio 24 

nr TILBURG 29 0900 
 
 

1100 
1600 

Wireless position much more satisfactory this morning but 
decided to put Div Comd R/T on to alternative freq on next 
period 
All wireless nets close 
OC Sigs 6 GDS TK BDE (coming under comd 15 Div) to see A/CR Sigs 
and Adjt - Bde moving into TILBURG tomorrow - arrangements made 
for line for them by tomorrow night 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 30 0930 
 

1045 
 

1140 
1610 

 
 

1620 

A/CR Sigs leaves for Corps to discuss line layout in assembly 
area for forthcoming ops 
Adjt and Codes Offr depart for Corps for frequency allotment and 
callsign conferences respectively 
A/CR Sigs returns 
Adjt and Codes Offr return - several amendments to be made in 
freq allotment in order to assist the move 
Appalling clashes with other fmns in the ops 
CR Sigs and Codes Offr return from leave. CR Sigs reassumes comd 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

nr TILBURG 31 0800 
 

1000 
1030 

 
1125 

 
1600 

 
 
 
 

Wireless state OK all round - Div R/T comd net now on alt freq 
of 2128 Kc/s - better than 2372 Kc/s on this occasion 
CR Sigs and 2 i/c leave for Corps to see CSO on line matters 
Unit receives 3 weasels (two allotted "C" and one to "D" Sec) 
but one has to go straight to wkshps 
Unit receives 2 C52 wireless sets - for CCRA and Corps Comd nets 
- and two of the 9 sets are to be handed over to 3 (Br) Div Sigs 
Wireless det of "R" Force arrives - to take over from us by 
degrees, the Rear R/T link to Corps - part of the "TURBINATE II" 
deception plan 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 



1700 
 
 

2030 

CO of No5 Special Wireless Sec ("R" Force) calls to see CO re 
the above and the forthcoming recording of certain of the Div 
nets 
CR Sigs and 2 i/c leave for GOC's party in TILBURG 
 
                      David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals Adjutant 
 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
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nr TILBURG 1 0730 
 

1000 
1210 

 
1630 
2200 

OC 1 Coy and lines officer leave for line Recce in new area of 
forthcoming ops 
CR Sigs attends Div Comd's Co-ordinating Conference 
Rep of Gds Armd Div arrives to recce our present line layout 
etc. They are taking over from us here when we move out 
OC 1 Coy and lines officer return after successful day 
Wireless situation has been OK throughout day and 6 GDS TK Bde 
netted on Div Comd R/T and C/W nets at midday satisfactorily and 
all nets now close and period of wireless silence now in force 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

nr TILBURG 

2 0900 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1430 
 
 

2015 

"R" Force personnel arrive for the recording of Div Comd R/T and 
CRASC nets - very satisfactory. "R" Force comments as the best 
performances they have had for a long period 
CO & Adjt leave for 88 Gen Hospital to visit Capt Toner and Lt 
Soutar - Toner slight concussion after fall on ice and Soutar 
leg injury - both making satisfactory progress 
CO and Adjt leave for 30 Corps for final tying-up of lines in 
new area with CSO. A most satisfactory interview and several 
points cleared up 
OC 1 Coy, lines offr and bulk of "C" Sec depart in 6 Gds Tk Bde 
column for NIJMEGEN (new loc Div HQ) to get started on big line 
layout in NIJMEGEN itself and forward in the area of forthcoming 
ops 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 3 0900 
 
 
 

1500 
 

1900 

"R" Force personnel return to record the Div "Q" Comd net 
Recce party - OC 3 Coy, OC HQ Coy and "G" offr proceed to 
NIJMEGEN to lay out new Div HQs. Wireless silence is now imposed 
on the Div until further orders 
OC Guards Armd Div Sigs calls to visit CO to discuss 
arrangements for the handover in this area 
In the "London Gazette" for 2nd Feb - MC for MAJOR GF JOHNSON 2 
i/c of the unit - this news heard with very great pleasure 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



nr TILBURG 4 0930 
 
 

1400 
 
 
 

1430 
1500 

All officers, except adv party under OC HQ COY which left for 
new area at 0830 hrs this morning, leave for TILBURG to attend 
Corps Comd and Div Comd briefing conference for op "VERITABLE" 
15 (S) Div Signals Operation Instr No 1 Op "VERITABLE" is begun 
and continues until approx 050200A hrs - of necessity by the 
scale of the operation, the biggest Op Instr from this office 
since "OVERLORD" 
CR Sigs visits Sigs at Rear Div 
Adv party GDS ARMD DIV arrives to take over lines etc which 
proceeds perfectly smoothly 

DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx D.1. 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 5 0900 
1600 

Preparations in hand for move-out of Div to NIJMEGEN 
Div HQ and approx 1 hour later Rear Div HQ on move, and arrive 
new location NIJMEGEN (714615) and Rear Div (714616) at approx 
060600A and 060800A respectively. A long and difficult journey 
with several vehs ditched en route 

DGH 
DGH 

NIJMEGEN 6 0915 
 
 
 
 

1100 
 
 

2300 

Lines through to 6 GDS TK Bde, 46 and 227 Bdes who are already 
in situ, also in NIJMEGEN. Lines keep on coming in throughout 
day - picture (less Sig Centre comms) as per line diagrams 
Appces L2 and L3 issued this evening by 2100 hrs (less 53 Div 
not through until 071125A hrs) 
Adjt attends A/Q co-ordinating conference at Rear Div HQ 
Nothing vital for Sigs except line required fwd for Traffic 
Sector Control - completed in the course of the afternoon 
Issued Appces L2 and L3 to Op Instr No 1 and Amdt No 2 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH Appces 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NIJMEGEN 

7 0900 
 

1200 
1400 

 
1600 
1730 
1030 

Final preparations in hand - all line arrangements completed 
including fwd comms as per Appx L2 referred to above 
CO attend Div Comd's Traffic Control Conference 
All ranks Main and Rear Div attend briefing conference by GOC 
and G1 
CO attends Div Comd's final co-ordinating conference 
LT DW SOUTAR rejoins the unit from hospital 
Further alternative routing to Signal Centre laid on - Sig 
Centre - RHLI - 4 CDN BDE - 2 CDN DIV - 15 DIV - speech 
excellent 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 0600 
0800 

 
0930 
1030 
1100 

 
 

Div Comd net opens to 227 Bde only 
All HQ 15 Div nets open and net - all OK (one RASC Coy via HQ 
RASC otherwise everything in order) 
Links to 30 Corps open - all OK 
H HOUR 
2 HCR (now under comd 15 Div) net on R/T Comd net - OK 
Line situation as normal in all ops - a certain number of faults 
throughout the day and the situation complicated by both 46 & 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

NIJMEGEN 

 
 

1430 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 

2000 

227 Bdes, the two fwd bdes in Phase I of the op, employing Tac 
HQs and also 44 Bde later in the day and 6 Gds. 
CO visits Sig Centre and confers with OC 1 Coy, who is already 
pushing new lines fwd from Sig Centre - traffic & state of roads 
the chief difficulties - Tac 44 and 227 very hard to reach with 
line by nightfall 
Wireless situation worsening rapidly with very considerable 
interference on practically every net - Div Comd especially 
affected. Step up sent out but results far from satisfactory 
CO departs in Armd Car to endeavour to fix matters with a step-
up 

 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NIJMEGEN 

9 0200 
 

0645 
 

0830 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1500 
 
 
 

2200 

GOC leaves for ACV and spends night there - CO with him most of 
the time. Wireless situation not good throughout night 
Wireless position greatly improved - possibility of German 
jamming set having been in operation and now driven back. 
Div Recce party leaves and recces GROESBEEK (7555) and 
KRANENBURG (7756) area for move of Main Div HQ - subsequently 
cancelled for today at any rate 
- onwards. Bde Tac HQs constantly moving about - quite 
impossible to follow them up with lines - due to state of roads 
and traffic blockers but wireless greatly improved throughout 
day 
CO visits all Bdes at their Tac HQs - has to walk last bit due 
to road conditions 
Sec Sgt "A" Sec out to intermediate position as last night had 
Sig Centre with two step-ups - the ACV and spare 12 set CV - but 
night shows that conditions greatly different from last night - 
step up only very occasionally and all stns remain through 
directly to control, strengths having only dropped to a good R3 
and ranges increased 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 10 1000 
 
 

1800 
 
 

1900 
2300 

A very similar day to yesterday - line sections not possible to 
catch up to Bde Tac HQ's except 6 Gds Bde, who are linked on to 
46 Bde Tac 
Wireless position satisfactory throughout day but now beginning 
to deteriorate again as on previous night - step up not of great 
avail 
CAPT W.D. TONER rejoins Unit from 10 (Cdn) General Hospital 
Wireless comms very much improved again after being most 
difficult - explanation of such difficulty over such reasonable 
ranges quite baffling, but comms one way or another have been 
maintained throughout 

 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 



NIJMEGEN 
 
 
 
 

GERMANY 
NUTTERDEN 

11 0930 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 

1900 

Main Div HQ (Rear Div HQ remains for the present) leaves for 
GERMANY and arrives new location (NUTTERDEN 853558) at approx 
1230 hrs. As an original member of this Division I wish to say 
this night and trust that it may not be considered frivolous 
"The mills of God grind slow, but they grind exceeding small" 
Lines through to 44, 46, 227, Recce - quads to Corps Sig Centre 
in flooded KRANENBURG - but only one line thence to Corps - not 
very satisfactory 
R/T Comd net closed partially - 44, 46, 227 off the group for 
the night - otherwise all comms OK 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

NUTTERDEN 

12 0900 
 
 

1000 
1400 
1600 

 
 

2200 

Extreme difficulty today, owing to heavy flooding, in reaching 
Rear Div still in NIJMEGEN - only 3 tonners possible for DRW and 
they strictly limited 
46 Bde sent out "Jock" column using Div Comd R/T alternate freq 
Lines laid to 130 D.I.D. and 8 T.C.P. (for Corps) 
Sig Centre open at 882560 - lines laid from there to 46 Bde and 
Recce but quad from Main Div HQ - Sig Centre not completed until 
2320 hrs 
Wireless situation reasonably good, in spite of heavy but 
intermittent interference throughout day, including to Rear Div 
- just as well this, as both Corps lines faulty throughout 
evening and these were the only way of reaching Rear Div by line 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 13 0700 
 

1000 
 
 
 

1500 

44 Bde in support of 43 Div - netted satisfactorily on 43 Div 
R/T Comd net only. 2 HCR now no longer under comd 15 Div 
CO and Adjt leave on routine visits to 44, 46, 227, 6 Gds, 
Recce, 1 Mx and Signal Centre, and also inspect progress on 
build-up of line layout (continued throughout day) on existing 
structure 
CO and Adjt leave again for 44 Bde - they are now in support of 
53 Div - same procedure as this morning with 43 Div and have 
suffered (Sig Section) heavily in this operation in both men and 
vehs and despite assistance from Sigs HQ today in both personnel 
and eqpt. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

NUTTERDEN 
 
 
 
 
 

CLEVE 

14 0900 
 

1430 
 
 
 

2100 

Div Recce party out to CLEVE and arrange new HQ in the BARRACKS 
square (8855) 
Main Div HQ moves as indicated above, arriving at approx 1600 
hrs - line situation reasonable as only 46 Bde have moved today 
and existing Sig Centre stands for all concerned - new lines to 
46 Bde and Corps arrive shortly after Div HQ established 
Wireless in new area satisfactory fwd but becoming rather 
stretched in rear - to both Corps (on R/T) and to Rear Div but 
comms maintained 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLEVE 

15 0900 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1900 

- onwards. A day of usual work, wireless remaining steady 
throughout - 46 Bde under op comd of 3 Cdn Div at 1800 hrs & 
satisfactorily netted (after some delay) on their R/T net only. 
Corps C/W net split differently (we are now on C3A net with 43 
and G.A.D.). Lines today primarily concerned with readjustments 
necessary for Rear Div who are moving tonight to the previous 
location of Main Div in NUTTERDEN 
CR Sigs attends Div Comd "O" Group conference 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 16 0630 
1200 

 
 
 

1500 
1900 

Rear Div HQ arrives at former location Main Div HQ in NUTTERDEN. 
Certain changes in line layout necessitated by this, culminating 
in line diagram issued as at 1200 hrs 
Certain other minor changes later in the day, especially with 
the CDN lines 
CO and Adjt pay routine visit to 46 Bde 
LT KNOTT of 44 Bde Sig Sec brings to CR Sigs Office certain 
extremely important circuit diagrams etc discovered in the 
wrecked CLEVE post office. Forwarded forthwith to CSO 30 Corps 

 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 17 0900 
 
 
 

1400 

A day of preparation for op "SPIDER" (44 Bde tomorrow to capture 
GOCH) and lines laid in readiness - Sig Centre established (1500 
hrs) at 46 Bde location. Wireless reasonable throughout day, but 
fluctuating on Corps R/T net and Div Medical net (especially) 
CR Sigs addresses all officers WO's & Sgts on behaviour in 
Germany and on committing currency offences & selling W.D. 
property 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

CLEVE 18 0945 
1000 

 
 
 
 

1200 
1600 

Church parade - CR Sigs and Adjt attend - but turnout good 
Line section busy on lines fwd for op SPIDER (assisted by 7 [..] 
loaned from other Divs, in view of our heavy linemen casualties 
in this op) and beyond to the SOUTH. 
Div Recce party out but move proposed for today postponed until 
tomorrow. Lengthy Sig Centre - 44 Bde line completed by 1510 hrs 
CSO 2 Cdn Corps and A/CSO visit CR Sigs 
CR Sigs pays routine visit to 44 Bde in their new location 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BEDBURG 

19 0900 
 

1130 
 
 
 

1700 
 
 
 

Signal Centre closes at former 46 Bde location and returns to 
Main Div to take over lines there on move of Main Div 
Main Div HQ moves to BEDBURG (928527) and arrives at approx 1230 
hrs, cheek by jowl with Main Div HQ 43 Div, accommodation 
therefore rather tight, but fitted in and, surprisingly enough, 
no mutual wireless interference 
All normal lines completed by this hour and comms situation OK 
either direct or via Signal Centre later in rear - also 
alternative routings via 43 Div to whom a quad has been laid. 
Wireless situation also satisfactory 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 



1730 CR Sigs and Adjt visit CR Sigs 43 Div and have tea in their Mess DGH 
 20 0900 

 
 
 
 

1300 
 
 

1900 

A day of considerable trouble with wireless interference - 
chiefly 227 Bde (on same freq as CRA 53 Div, who have made a 
change) and Recce Regt. 227 eventually cleared but Div Comd alt 
freq has to be loaned to Recce for daytime working and their 
allotted one used for night-time only. Line layout adjusted (see 
line diagram issued as at 1300 hrs) so that strappings may be 
made tomorrow morning and Signal Centre brought fwd to Div for 
use in Bde area 
OC 3 Coy arrives Main Div HQ to take over 2 i/c from OC 1 Coy 
proceeding on leave in the morning 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

BEDBURG 21 0930 
 

1000 
 

1000 
 

2100 

Recce party out for move of Main Div HQ tomorrow morning and 
extremely busy day arranging line layout to suit 
Signal centre returns from CLEVE and goes out forward to 920490 
to hold lines for Bdes 
Major Johnson (2 i/c) departs on leave and OC 3 Coy (Major 
Houston) comes up from Rear Div and takes over 
214 Bde of 43 Div under comd 15 Div - netted satisfactorily on 
R/T and C/W nets and through on line taken over from 43 Div. 
Sig Offr has already been in to collect code signs, freqs etc 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

PFALZDORF 

22 0930 
 

1610 

Main Div HQ moves to PFALZDORF (909458) arriving at approx 1100 
hrs followed in the afternoon by Rear Div HQ to near DECKERSHOF 
(917468) 3 lines waiting for Rear Div on their arrival and all 
other lines to all 5 Bdes etc very satisfactorily adjusted at an 
early hour of the day - a great deal of hard work done by the 
linesmen. Wireless OK throughout day except MED net which is 
rather beaten by distance at present 

DGH 
 
DGH 

PFALZDORF 23 1000 
 
 
 

1400 
1430 
1800 

News received this day of the impending withdrawal of the Div to 
TILBURG for rest and relief here by G.A. Div and 3 (Br) Div. 
Certain line alterations today to accommodate adv parties etc of 
Gds Armd. 214 Bde ceases to be under command at 1700 hrs 
CO together with OC 2 Coy visits Fd Regts 
Adjt visits Rear Div HQ 
Issued line diagram as at 1800 hrs & prepared line trace 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH Appx 

 24 0900 
 
 
 

1500 
1700 

- onwards. An extremely busy day with CR Sigs 3 (Br) Div and his 
Adjt and other officers making arrangements for their take over 
of this area - everything proceeds extremely smoothly, however, 
with no unsurpassable problems. 
CSO 30 Corps visits both CR Sigs and discusses the handover 
Adv party 9 Inf Bde arrives location 227 Bde who are being 
relieved tonight. All line and wireless arrangements 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 



satisfactorily concluded. 9 Bde will be on the nets as from 
280100A hrs 

PFALZDORF 25 0530 
 

0900 
 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

Div Recce party (Sigs A/2ic, OC HQ Coy) leave for new Rest Area 
(TILBURG) but new Div HQ probably to be BOXTEL (former Corps HQ) 
Proceedings continue of the handover with 3 (Br) Div - certain 
frequency problems due to the RA remaining in AGRA Bde and 3 
(Br) coming in on same freq list as ourselves - Corps supply the 
necessary 13 freqs for 3 (Br) 
Arrangements satisfactorily made by mutual agreement for the 
changeover of wireless nets. 3 (Br) as from 0100 hrs tomorrow, 
irrespective of the time of change of command which is still 
unsettled. 9 Bde of 3 (Br) at present on our nets but they are 
the only Bde so doing and 6 Gds Armd Bde are also coming under 
comd 3 (Br). 9 Bde moves from former 227 Bde location to 46 Bde 
HQ and 8 Bde to 44 Bde HQ and proceed to take over lines etc 
Handover of Signal offices at Main Div HQ satisfactorily 
concluded and Signal Centre exchange brought in 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

PFALZDORF 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOXTEL 

26 0100 
 

0930 
 
 
 
 

1700 

Command passes from 15 Div to 3 (Br) - everything transferred 
smoothly 
15 (S) Div HQ Main and Rear moves to BOXTEL (3234) into Rest 
Area and lines directly under Comd 1st Cdn Army. Arrives 
approximately 1600 hrs. C.O. and Adjt arrive at approximately 
same time having travelled independently by way of 30 Corps to 
say "au revoir" to CSO and staff 
Lines (all UG except 1 Mx - local quad) through to all Bdes, 
Recce, Rear Div (3) Main Army, Rear Army (Rear Div) and former 
Rear Div lines in this area to RASC and ORD also restored. 
These lines all laid out by A/OC 1 Coy in the advance party and 
were waiting for subscribers to pick them up on arrival. No 
wireless working whatsoever - the Div moved out of op area on 
wireless silence, leaving 3 (Br) with our current Inf List "A" 
freq list. 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

BOXTEL 27 0900 
 
 

1400 
1430 
1700 

A day of maintenance in all its forms and re-equipping the unit 
with all requirements - leave, entertainments, recreational tpt 
etc all well to the fore 
Adjt attends A/Q conference at Rear Div HQ 
CR Sigs visits CSO 1 Cdn Army in TILBURG 
Line through to 44 Bde who have now moved down to TURNHOUT area, 
also to S'HERTOGENBOSCH MILITARY from Rear Div for local calls 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 28 0900 
 
 

Another day of maintenance and preparation for the large numbers 
of personnel scheduled to proceed on Brussels leave in the 
course of the next fortnight 

DGH 
 
 



1400 
 

1600 

CO holds officers conference, on leave problems and also on the 
question of honours and awards for op "VERITABLE" 
Issued line diagram as at 0900 hrs 
 
                               David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                                                       Adjutant 
 

DGH 
 
DGH Appx  
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BOXTEL 1 0900 Tps again employed on maintenance both of vehicles and tech 
equipment. Baths for the men and various types of entertainment. 
The first of large leave parties for BRUSSELS 48 hrs leave sets 
out today (2 offrs and 20 ORs per day from Sigs at Main & Rear 
Div HQ for 4 days) 

DGH 

 2 1030 
 

1100 
 

1200 
 

1900 

QM holds large scale clothing exchange for Sigs personnel at 
Main and Rear 
CSO 1 Corps visits CO and discusses several matters re officers 
etc 
Capt Fyfe CSO's Branch 1 Cdn Army visits CO re exchanges of 
officers 
CO leaves for 227 Bde HQ to attend evening function there 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 3 1030 GOC addresses all ranks Main and Rear Div HQ. CO commands the 
parade. GOC thanks all ranks for their work in recent ops and 
compliments the parades on excellent turnout and appearance. 
Signals specifically mentioned for their good work 

DGH 

BOXTEL 4 1030 
1330 

 
 

1430 
 

2345 
 

CO and Adjt attend normal Church Parade 
Sigs detachment (CAPT J. ORR i/c) leave for TILBURG to attend 
ceremonial church parade there and to see the massed pipe bands 
of the Division play Retreat afterwards 
CO and Adjt leave for TILBURG and see the pipe bands as 
mentioned 
Word received of impending move of the Division to MOLL area 
starting tomorrow with 227 Bde - a "Q" move apparently, ill-
received on all sides! 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 1000 
 
 
 

1600 
 

CO leaves for 2nd Army and for 12 Corps - the Div returning to 
2nd Army and coming under 12 Corps on arrival in new area - to 
arrange about line comms etc and it is through him that Div HQ 
is changed from MOLL area to ZONHOVEN (3368) 
Adjt despatches all available "C" section personnel to new area 
to start the new line layout 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



BOXTEL 2200 
 
On return of CO, CO and Adjt re-allot vacancies for Brussels 
leave continuing in spite of the move but requiring alterations 
to suit  

DGH 

 
 

ZONHOVEN 

6 1030 
1115 
1200 

CO and Adjt leave for new area 
Main and Rear Div leave, arriving ZONHOVEN approx 1500 hrs 
CO and Adjt arrive new Div HQ and are engaged in arranging 
through HASSELT repeater stn - HASSELT military and the Belgian 
PO for line to 44 Bde - a formidable lay otherwise. Proceed with 
Belgian lineman to make necessary strappings etc most 
satisfactorily. 44 line through approx 1700 hrs, 46 line (field 
cable) at approx 1830 hrs, together with 2 lines to Rear Div 
approx 1 mile away. Corps quad also through. 1 pair to Main Div 
and one to Rear Div. 227 Bde obtained from Corps by means of 
Corps line and Main Corps board 
Div moved out of BOXTEL on wireless silence and is remaining so 
until further orders 

DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

ZONHOVEN 7 0900 
 
 
 

1100 
1400 

 
1500 

Line section, under OC 1 Coy, fully engaged on extending and 
building up line layout - adjustments on 46 Bde and lines for 
131 Fd Regt, Recce, 1 Mx, ORD - out BOURG LEOPOLD and MOLL way - 
arranged via HASSELT and B.L locals 
CO and OC 2 Coy depart on 48 hours BRUSSELS leave. 
Div Recce party out in effort to find better HQ - so far without 
success - not desirable from Sigs viewpoint 
Adjt leaves for 12 Corps and sees CSO in connection with certain 
points in connection with forthcoming ops (46, 52, 68 sets etc - 
waterproofing of Sigs eqpt frequencies etc) 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

ZONHOVEN 

8 0900 
 
 

1225 
 

1400 
 

1235 
 

1410 
 

1800 

Line Section out on direct line for 131 Fd Regt and Recce. 
Completed by the afternoon - Mx from Recce and ORD and 102 A/TK 
Regt from 131 Fd Regt 
OC Sigs 4 Armd Bde calls in for assistance in lines to his 
Signal Centre in HELCHTEREN - we have two pairs not in use to 
there so he is given those and after lunch he and Major Johnson 
go out to arrange 
CSO 2nd Army arrives on visit of general interest and stays to 
lunch 
CSO 21 Army Group arrives - A/CR Sigs out - he and CSO 2nd Army 
spend approx an hour discussing general topics 
Slight readjustment in Corps lines - main div - Main Corps Rear 
Corps - Rear Div one pair each - Main Div - Main Corps with one 
plus one 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

9 0845 
 
New frequency lists as amended by certain changes in the basic 
lists produced and despatched as required 

DGH 
 



 
 
 
 

ZONHOVEN 

1130 
 
 

1300 
1400 

 
 

1600 

Adjt, after consultation with GSO II produces new schedule of 
tng programmes for Div wrls nets - periods of activity followed 
by periods of wrls silence to commence tomorrow 
Line Diagram as @ 1200 hrs issued 
LT GOS SCHREIBER posted (as surplus to est - negotiations being 
on first to absorb LT DW SOUTAR at present att) to 68 Med Regt 
Sig Sec. 
CR Sigs and OC 2 Coy return from BRUSSELS leave 

DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx 
 
 
 
DGH 

 10 0845 
 

1300 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 
 

2100 

CR Sigs, OC 1 & 2 Coys leave for 12 Corps to attend Div Comd co-
ord conference in the Model Room there 
A/m party return and arrangements under way for forthcoming 
exercise "BUFFALO" (one by day and one by night) prior to actual 
assault crossing of the RHINE. 104 Beach Sub Area, to be 
followed shortly by one squadron of the ROYALS, under comd 15 
(S) Div for Bank Control both for the exercises and the actual 
op 
A great quantity of stores received this day - the remainder of 
the WSC 52 sets, the 46 sets for the Div and 12 SCR 300 sets - 
distribution of this last not yet settled 
CR Sigs in contact with OC Sigs 104 Beach Sub Area - CR Sigs and 
Adjt to visit tomorrow 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

ZONHOVEN 11 1030 
 
 

1430 
 

1700 
1700 

CR Sigs and Adjt leave to meet OC 104 Beach Sub-Area Sigs in 
location of the Div HQ for exercise "BUFFALO" and carry out 
recce with him and discuss many points of Bank Group comms 
CR Sigs and Adjt visit CSO's Branch 12 Corps in connection with 
above 
LT FELLOWS posted (attached surplus) to the Unit 
- onwards. Busy on op orders etc for forthcoming exercise 
"BUFFALO" 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx 

 12 1245 
 

1600 
 

2300 

CSO 12 Corps arrives for lunch and for discussion with CR Sigs 
and BM 11 AGRE on comms for forthcoming op "TORCHLIGHT" 
CSO departs and CO and Adjt busy on problems of the rather 
unexpected responsibility of 29 Fd Coys and 9 CsRE comms 
CR Sigs and Adjt visit 11 AGRE for conference with CAGRE and BM 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 13 0930
- 

2359 

Adjt away all day with OC "A" Sec on frequency conference at 12 
Corps and CR Sigs with conferences and planning re Bank Gp & 
AGRE comms 

DGH 

ZONHOVEN 14 0100 
 
 
 
 

CR Sigs and Adjt extremely busy with the long-distance 
preparations for op "TORCHLIGHT" - letters to be written for 
extra sets, weasels and diverse equipment and the draughtsman 
busier than ever before with trial diagrams - own Div problems 
of comms not yet touched upon 

DGH 
 
 
 
 



0800 
 
 

0930 
 
 
 
 

1600 
1700 

Tac Div HQ leaves on day exercise "BUFFALO" with wrls group as 
shown in Appx L1 to Sig Instr. Through OK and remains through 
for the period of the exercise 
CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy leave for the exercise as spectators 
chiefly from Bank Gp comms point of view - reasonably successful 
- certain dubious things such as faulty telephones here and 
there and shifting of TRs etc at last moment after lines had 
long been completed 
Exercise ends - CR Sigs returns followed by Tac Div HQ personnel 
CR Sigs & Adjt resume preparations for op 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

ZONHOVEN 15 1430 
1600 

 
1800 

 
2100 
2300 

CR Sigs attends conference on previous ex "BUFFALO" 
Tac Div HQ leaves for night ex "BUFFALO" - Div comd net through 
OK 
Another day of intensive prep for op - all concerned with Bank 
Gp and AGRE comms 
CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy leave for night ex "BUFFALO" 
Adj makes up maps in planning room and prepares trace for OC 
Sigs 104 Beach Sub Area Sigs 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZONHOVEN 

16 0300 
0900 

 
1000 

 
1500 

 
 
 
 

1600 
 

1900 

CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy return from night ex "BUFFALO" 
Tac Div HQ returns from exercise - wireless etc having all 
worked well throughout 
Adj busy with QM on numerous problems re stores etc, collection 
of for op 
CR Sigs has conference with OC Beach Group Sigs, CSO's rep and 
Sig Offr 100 AA Bde on problems of Bank Gp tfc & River Defence 
comms. OC Beach Gp Sigs visited with provisional line and 
wireless diagrams, line trace, location trace and location 
statement 
Adj visits 11 AGRE to find out further RE locations in new area, 
also detailed allotment of Fd Coys to the 9 CsRE under comd 
Div now on wireless silence (complete) up till 18 Mar incl. 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 17 1030 
 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1500 
 
 

1900 

CR Sigs conference of all officers of the Unit to discuss 
points, chiefly admin problems of forthcoming op. First 
conference of its kind held for many months and a number of 
important matters dealt with and settled. Conference lasts until 
lunch-time 
CR Sigs briefs 2 i/c for op "TORCHLIGHT" preparatory to most of 
"C" Sec moving to op area tomorrow to commence Div line layout 
Large dets of 52 (L) Recce Regt arrive for use by 11 AGRE in the 
op and are despatched to their various locations. The officer 
accompanying will be CAGRE Sig Offr 
CR Sigs attends GOC's second co-ordinating conference 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 



ZONHOVEN 18 0815 
 

1030 
 

1100 
 

1700 

CR Sigs and OC 1 Coy leave for 12 Corps for discussion with CSO 
and CR Sigs 53 (W) Div 
Adjt, OC Sigs Rear and QM attend A/Q Conf Main Div HQ on maint 
etc for op. 
"R" Force personnel here for recording of CV1 net as on recent 
ex "BUFFALO" for cover plan for op 
CR Sigs and Adjt visit CR Sigs 51 (H) Div to tie up points for 
op, chiefly lateral comms both wrls and line 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 19 1000 
 
 
 

1600 

Codes & Security and Cipher Officer briefed as much as necessary 
for forthcoming op and detailed to write our own paras for op 
order for op "TORCHLIGHT" - most of the day taken up with 
preparations for this 
CAPT (TMO) E. PEARCE arrives to take over from LT (TMO) J 
POLLARD who together with LT A. YOUNG of "K" Sec are posted 
under the "PICKFORD" scheme. LT POLLARD is a volunteer. LT 
FELLOWS will now be absorbed in the unit and posted to "K" Sec 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

ZONHOVEN 20 0900 
 
 

0900 

CR Sigs leaves for new area, to remain there until the Div comes 
up and taking in CSO's conference at 1430 hrs at Corps en route 
- Corps being already in their new location 
- onwards. A day of preparation for tomorrow's move back into 
Germany and Adjt engaged on op instr. Certain formations moving 
today, necessary line adjustments made, and wireless tng periods 
continue 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 

 21 2100 Main Div HQ followed by Rear Div HQ moves to BECKMANNSHOF 
(070387) and Rear Div HQ to ROM WARITURM (060362) arriving at 
approx 0515 hrs. Whole Div together with tps under comd, which 
now incl 4 Armd Bde, on wireless silence until further orders 

DGH 

BECKMANNSHOF 
 
 
 

BECKMANNSHOF 

22 0530 
 
 
 

0600 
 
 
 

0900 
 

2100 
 
 

2300 

Lines to following - 1 quad to Main 12 Corps, 2 quads to Rear 
Div, 1 pair to 46 Bde, 1 Mx, 4 Armd Bde, RA Sig Centre and 
lateral to Div 51 Div. This long move went extremely smoothly 
and the tps in excellent heart on returning to GERMANY 
A day full of activity - still wrls silence but lines section 
together with 104 Beach Sub-Area Sigs under full pressure. Sig 
Centre out to location Tac Div HQ and lines by nightfall 
approximate to line diagram (see below) 
Lts Pollard & Young leave - LT FELLOWS to "K" sec in place of LT 
YOUNG 
CR Sigs and Adjt visit Bank Control HQ and inspect progress - 
have conference with OC "B" Sqn Royals whose sets provide the 
Bank Gp wrls 
Issued 15 (S) Div Signals Op Instr No. 1 (op TORCHLIGHT) 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH Appx 

 23 1000 CR Sigs attends GOC co-ordinating conference DGH 



 
 
 
 
 
 

BECKMANNSHOF 

1400 
 

1700 
 
 

1900 
 
 
 
 
 

2045 
2300 

GSO 1 briefs all ranks Main Div HQ for op - H hour for 15 Div 
being 0200A hrs tomorrow morning - wireless netting at H-3 
Tac Div HQ moves out to present site of Sig Centre which now 
becomes Tac HQ board - OC "A" Sec i/c Sigs personnel at Tac Div 
HQ 
Another day of rather desperate activity in the line world 
especially on the part of Bank Gp Sigs, who, having asked for 14 
clear days to complete his line layout, has had to do it in 4 - 
some of it will NOT be finished by H hour. These 4 days not 
unhampered, as smoke necessary for daylight line-laying and the 
programme altered about extremely inconveniently several times 
CR Sigs leaves for Bank Control and other fwd areas 
Wireless opens - CV1 OK all round immediately (44, 46, 227, 4 
Armd, Recce, 1 Mx, Tac Div HQ & LO at 51 Div) also all links to 
Corps - trouble on CV2 - set goes faulty. Bdes not up (except 4 
Armd & Recce Regt) but 19 set opens and Bdes called up. CV7 OK 
except 153 which is being relayed through 193 - CV8 OK except 
for 46 who were late on the air - CV15 OK except 399 Coy who 
were late on the draw - by 2359 all culprits dealt with and all 
comms OK - R5 all round - distances very reasonable. All stns on 
CV1 net (with 52 sets) are crystal-controlled, also links to 
Corps 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

BECKMANNSHOF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECKHMANNSHOF 

24 0220 
 
 
 

0300 
 

1000 
 
 

1800 
 
 
 
 

1900 
 

2200 

CR Sigs returns from marshalling area Bank Gp etc - OC 1 Coy 
with 3 cable dets now located at Bank Group Fwd Sig Centre in 
preparation for laying two quads across RHINE commencing 0600 
hrs 
15 Div now in full attack over the RHINE and all going extremely 
well - all comms working splendidly 
Airborne attack goes in and almost immediately Bdes make contact 
with the SCR 300 sets, which then justify themselves straight 
away. 
A day throughout which all comms wellnigh perfect and very few 
line faults - CR Sigs and Adj proceed to river bank to watch 
progress of fwd quads over river - Sigs now have their own 
stormboat allotted - one quad already laid - operation excellent 
right back to Main Div - and the second in progress 
44 Bde HQ already across & line comms established via Right 
Crossing Control 
In view of moves tomorrow of both Tac and Main Div HQs over 
river, necessary tonight to issue Op Instr No 2. 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH Appx 

 25 1000 
 
CSO 12 Corps visits CR Sigs principally to discuss handover to 
Corps of Bank Control at 1600 hrs today 

DGH 
 



1100 
 
 

1200 
 

1430 
 

1800 

CR Sigs leaves for Bank Control and to assist OC 1 Coy laying 
his lines in fwd areas and across river - managing to ferry 
weasels and jeeps over now 
157 Bde of 52 (L) Div comes under comd 15 Div - netted on R/T 
and C/W Comd nets at 1230 hrs precisely - comms R/5 each way 
15 (S) Div Main moves up and joins Tac HQ which ceases to exist 
to BONGERTSHOF (091428) arriving at approx 1600 hrs - line 
layout suitably adjusted and lines shortly through across the 
river to 46 Tac and 227 Tac HQs. Recce party has already been 
out across the RHINE this afternoon and Main Div is crossing 
tomorrow morning 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

BONGERTSHOF 
 
 
 

BERGEN 

26 1000 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2300 

Main Div HQ all ready for move across RHINE but move delayed due 
to timings over the bridges until 1200 hrs approx when Div HQ 
moves out and arrives at new location (BERGEN 140460) at approx 
1545 hrs 
Signal centre in position prior to arrival of Div to take on 
lines and lines through shortly - 2 to Rear Div, 46, 227 Bdes - 
lateral between 46 & 227 and Recce from 227. No lines being laid 
to either 4 Armd or 157 Bdes as these are both passing from comd 
tomorrow, but parties out on 44 Bde line, which is a very 
considerable lay, especially in view of the congested state of 
the roads 
The above also caused a good deal of trouble with line faults. 
Wireless no trouble throughout day - except for a very temporary 
breakdown of CV8 - CV13 took comd of the group until CV8 on the 
air again 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

BERGEN 27 0900 
 
 
 
 
 

1230 
1500 

 
1600 

 
2100 

- onwards. A day of build-up on lines, exceedingly hampered by 
road congestion but apart from 44 Bde, not through until late 
evening, all fmns through as per schedule - Sig Centre 
established in 46/227 area. Two bns under Div comd at various 
times of day (2 A&SH & 6 HLI of 52 Div) but 2 A&SH revert to own 
227 Bde and 6 HLI go to 46 Bde 
CSO 12 Corps visits and stays for lunch 
157 Bde pass from comd - 4 Armd Bde having already done so at 
0600 hrs 
Owing to traffic direct line to 44 Bde has had to be abandoned 
and new line laid from Sig Centre 
Lorries from QM dept at Rear Div arrive with stores, cable etc 
having taken 6 hours for the journey 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

28 0100 
 
 

Div Comd R/T net freq changes to 2064 Kc/s (former 46 Bde comd) 
& 46 to borrowed freq of 2544 Kc/s (original Main of 2260 Kc/s 
being recalled 

DGH 
 
 



BERGEN 0900 
 
 

1430 
 

A morning of little interest - building up of line layout first 
from Sig Centre - line through now from Main Div HQ - RASC FWD 
DUMP 
CR Sigs and Adjt pay routine to all three Bdes - 44, 46 & 227 
Bdes and do not return until 1800 hrs approx 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 29 0100 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 

All borrowed freqs for op (except 2544 Kc/s acquired yesterday 
when this first began) returned and Div now back on normal Inf 
List "A" - not convenient as our own freqs seem to have the 
whole world also working on them at present - hence the 
necessity for keeping the borrowed 2544 - given to 46 Bde and 
the 46 Bde freq of 2064 Kc/s now used for Div Comd R/T net 
Main Div HQ moves to area HALSHORSER (182501) and Rear Div HQ 
moves across RHINE to VISSEL (137453) both arriving new location 
approx 1130 hrs. Sig Centre remains firm and line layout most 
satisfactorily built up throughout day around this. Wireless 
very little in use at present - present op virtually over  

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

HALSHORSER 30 0900 
 

1200 
1500 

 
1730 

- onwards. A very much quieter day generally - line maintenance, 
set maintenance and make and mend 
Issued line diagram as at 1200 hrs 
Last of borrowed freqs (2544 Kc/s mentioned yesterday) withdrawn 
by Corps. 46 Bde given former Div Comd freq in lieu 
GSO 1 addresses all ranks Main Div HQ on the progress of the 
last battle and events to date 

DGH 
 
DGH Appx 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 31 1000 
1200 

 
 
 

1500 

Another reasonably quiet day of maintenance etc 
CR Sigs 52 (L) Div arrives and stays for lunch - that is our 
first real meeting with our original parent unit since the war 
began - only too few left now in either unit to whom the 
association means anything at all 
CR Sigs and Adjt proceed on tour around Div area inspecting the 
building, maintenance etc of the line layout 
 
                       David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                       Adjutant 15th (Scottish) Inf Div Signals 
 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
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HALSHORSER 1 1000 
 
 

1400 

Large-scale church parade - excellent turnout and the men 
looking very smart. Parade takes place for the first time in a 
German church (in HAMMINKELN). 
The rest of the day fairly quiet again - even Corps is now 
forward of the Division 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 2 0900 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1500 
 

1800 

Following changes in offrs appts - CAPT BLACK relinquishes HQ 
Coy and is posted to 1 Coy - proceeds to Rear Div as 
Signalmaster vice Lt PRINGLE who comes up to Main for 
Signalmaster's duties (CAPT ORR about to proceed on UK leave). 
CAPT TONER assumes comd of HQ Coy and the duties of Camp Comdt 
Main Div and relinquishes "A" Sec. LT SOUTAR (at present on UK 
leave) is appointed OC "A" Sec 
CR Sigs proceeds to 46 Bde - arguments raging since submission 
of last monitoring report on 46 Bde Comd net! 
Lecture by Mil Gov officer to offrs Main Div HQ (CR Sigs, Adjt, 
OC 1 Coy, OC HQ Coy attend). Adjt produces lists on these 
matters for all Secs 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx 

HALSHORSER 3 1000 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 

1830 
 

2200 

A day of preparations for moving tomorrow - Recce party out at 
Tac Div HQ for move fwd of Div HQ and 1 Bde (227 Bde) to take 
over from 155 Bde of 52 Div in RIESENBECK area. The remainder of 
the Div to concentrate in area EAST of BOCHOLT prior to 
returning into the line with 12 Corps 
46 Bde and Recce move into a/m area - wrls comms OK but rather 
stretched while moving and for "Q" net at Rear Div - direct 
comms with Tac Div HQ (a distance of some 60 miles) OK after Tac 
Div static 
Remainder of lines at Sig Centre strapped through to Rear Div, 
227 Bde and Mx and Sig Centre brought in to Div 
All preparations made for move at 0645 hrs tomorrow but plans 
suddenly changed - no move before 0900 hrs and 15 Div going 
under comd 8 Corps and proceeding to completely different area 
from that recced and planned for. Admin arrangements altered to 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



suit - not much else can be done - recce party will contact ½ 
cable sec gone fwd earlier 

HALSHORSER 
 
 
 
 

TECKLENBURG 

4 0900 
 
 
 
 

2000 
 
 

2100 

Main Div HQ - 15 (S) Div now under comd 8 Corps. 6 Gds Armd Bde 
under comd 15 (S) Div and 15 (S) Recce Regt under comd 6 
Airborne Div - moves to TECKLENBURG (051022) after making short 
halt at GREVEN (9188) arriving at approx 1930 hrs, having 
covered a distance of 87 miles 
No lines being laid - at present the nearest Bde is over 20 
miles away, with Rear Div HQ and remainder of Div still 60 miles 
away in the BOCHOLT area 
Wrls comms fairly good, considering extreme ranges - most 
serious problem being mutual interference between Div R/T Comd 
and 8 Corps C/W Comd - some changes will have to be made when 
the Div is more concentrated tomorrow 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

TECKLENBURG 

5 1000 
 
 
 
 
 

1730 

A day of concentration of the remainder of the Div, with 
attention focused entirely on wrls comms which have really stood 
up to the strain very well and given good service over the 
ranges they have been asked to work. Certain frequency changes 
effected at this hour today, which have the effect of restoring 
the allotment completely to normal 
The only line being laid in this area - Main Div - 227 Bde now 
completed. A difficult proposition due to the congestion on the 
roads 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

LAVELSLOH 

6 1000 
 

2200 

Main Div HQ followed by Rear Div HQ moves to LAVELSLOH (686254) 
arriving at approx 1915 hrs - Rear Div not till approx 2200 hrs 
No Bdes in as yet, so no lines. No corps lines through there 
under way. Quad ready for Rear Div to pick up on arrival. 
Wireless comms almost impossible tonight - Corps nets OK - but 
Div nets, with Bdes on move with only short aerials not through 
at all satisfactorily. Div Comd R/T even with two step-ups out 
not through at all - freq hopeless due to proximity of Rear 
Corps - Rear Div freq and set on loan to Recce Regt. This freq 
recalled but change of freq out of the question at present 

DGH 
 
DGH 

LAVELSLOH 7 0800 
 
 

0930 
 

1000 
1700 

 
 

Wrls situation greatly improved - interference much reduced - 
all stns OK - 44 Bde through step up in last location, but 
direct later as Bde nears this area and step up (ACV) recalled. 
CR Sigs inspects cookhouse etc with ADMS - some rather 
unfavourable comments - these being attended to by OC HQ Coy 
Lines to Bdes under way (PL possible for 227 Bde) and pairs Main 
Div - Main Corps - Rear Div - Rear Corps in last night and by 
1700 hrs lines completed to all four Bdes (6 Gds Armd Bde under 
comd) and 1 Mx, 44 Bde the last Bde to arrive, moving to new HQ 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 



 
 

1800 

by approx 1600 hrs. Lateral to 11 Armd Div also completed (by 
Corps) 
Adjt attends A/Q conference with OC Sigs Rear at Rear Div HQ 

 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

LAVELSLOH 

8 0900 
 
 
 
 

1000 
1700 

A day of maintenance, both vehs and equipment, and of baths. 
Early morning patrols out today, 2 secs of Div Sigs, hunting 
Germans in the surrounding woods - 3 prisoners brought back. 
Signalmaster, Cipher officer and lines officer were out on this 
ploy and there is to be another similar foray tomorrow morning 
Church parade in village church - reasonably good attendance 
Apart from a/m - a quiet day with most wrls lines closed, though 
Rear lines to Corps now open again, as Corps moved at approx 
1500 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 9 0600 
 

1100 
 

1415 
1730 

CR Sigs, 2 i/c and Adjt out on Div HQ patrol in woods of 46 Bde 
area on another search for lurking Germans but none found 
CR Sigs inspects general area vehs cookhouse etc and finds good 
progress being made on maintenance and general cleaning up 
CR Sigs and Adjt pay routine visits to all three Bdes, returning 
at approx 1730 hrs 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 

HAGENBURG 

10 1200 
 
 
 

1830 
 
 
 

1945 

Main and Rear Div HQ move to HAGENBURG (068276) arriving at 
approx 1630 and 1730 hrs respectively. Main Div occupying the 
palace of the Prince of Schaumburg-Lippe, he and his entourage 
being turned out by the Div recce party. 
Lines to Main Corps, Rear Div - Rear Corps, 227 Bde and a line 
from Main Corps - 46 Bde arranged through CSO channels, after a 
visit from the CSO after tea 
CSO Sigs attends Div Comd "O" Gp conference 
Wrls position fairly good, but interference on Div Comd R/T net 
and freq is being changed tomorrow morning to alt freq which is 
once again being recalled from on loan to Recce 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 11 0700 
 
 

1000 
1030 

 
 

1830 

Div Comd R/T net changes satisfactorily to alt freq, a big 
improvement, but Recce Regt takes over former freq in preference 
to their own 
A/Q addresses all ranks on the subject of looting 
Div HQ in a state of half-readiness for move, promised for mid-
day but now somewhat postponed - 227 Bde making slower progress 
in front than anticipated 
Main and Rear Div HQ move to FUHRBERG (434428) arriving at 
approx 2000 hrs. Wrls OK all round. Corps line in but no Div 
lines laid except locals (incl 6 Gds Armd Bde & Rear Div) 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

FUHRBERG 
 
 

12 1000 
 
 

Main and Rear Div HQ move at very short notice to CELLE - just 
captured and ahead of Bdes! Main Div at 589501 in former palace 
of the wife of George I (arriving at approx 1230 hrs) 

DGH 
 
 



CELLE 1300 
 
 

1830 

CR Sigs and Adjt visit concentration camp - sights too vile to 
be described 
No lines being laid other than locals in this location 
6 KOSB on Div Comd R/T net for task - also set with LO at 11 
Armd Div. Wrls state OK but R/T comn extremely difficult to 44 
Bde, still in yesterday's area and also to Corps 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 

ESCHEDE 

13 1030 
 
 

1700 
 

2200 

Main Div HQ (followed in the afternoon by Rear Div HQ) moves to 
ESCHEDE (695621) after harbouring for about 4 hrs, still in 
CELLE, but on the NORTH side of R. ALLER. Main Div HQ not into 
new location till approx 1700 hrs. Corps line in and short lines 
laid to all lower fmns except 44 Bde and 227 Bde. Wrls situation 
good tonight, after slight difficulty with Rear Div on today's 
moves 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

ESCHEDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOSSERINGEN 

14 1000 
 
 
 

1430 
 
 

2200 

One of the mornings so prevalent just now of starting by waiting 
for orders to move - wrls OK throughout and routine work 
proceeds apace - the amount of paper reaching this office now is 
very heavily on the increase 
Main Div HQ only moves to HOSSERINGEN (807770) - a long and 
tedious journey for a short distance, arriving at approx 1830 
hrs, leaving Rear Div HQ, 44 Bde & 6 Gds Bde in former area 
Wrls OK all round, except to Rear Div which is rather feeble on 
both nets - lines to 44 Bde, and from there to 227 Bde and 
Recce, and to 46 Bde, all reasonably short distances 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

HOSSERINGEN 
 

HAMERSTORF 

15 1000 
 
 
 
 

1445 
 

1800 
 
 

2200 

Open air church parade - not a very good attendance, probably 
due to the rather cold weather. Not expected that there will be 
move today, the Div being somewhat held up on the approaches to 
UELZEN and line build-up planned, but requires alteration when 
decision made to move in afternoon after all. 
Main Div HQ moves to HAMERSTORF (833833) arriving at approx 1630 
hrs - Rear Div HQ established this morning at RABER (800790) 
Lines laid to all 4 Bdes, Recce (from 6 Gds exchange) and two 
lines to Rear Div - all lines quad tails and the majority 
railway PL. Lines also to Main Corps and Rear Div - Main Corps 
Wrls OK throughout day - Med net now very scattered and only 193 
Fd Amb possible 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 1000 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 

The Division rather halted in its advance today before UELZEN 
with no moves for either Main or Rear Div - quite a welcome 
relief and a rather quieter day at Div HQ, especially as most of 
the wrls nets are closed at varying times throughout the day. 
Lines comms being satisfactory all round 
The following awards notified today - CROIX DE GUERRE with gilt 
star - Major P.B. Pitney (OC 2 Coy), Capt W.H. Munro (46 Bde), 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 



 
 

HAMERSTORF 

 
 
 
 
 

1830 

with silver star Lt P.O. Radway ("C" Sec) and with bronze star 
Sgt Bebbington J ("C" Sec) 
This follows on yesterday's announcement of Mentions in 
Despatches for CAPT Munro, CPL Monteith ("O" Sec), CPL Bowman 
("J" Sec), CPL Seed (ex "C" Sec) and L/CPL Plows (ex "A" Sec) 
CSO 8 Corps visits CR Sigs, chiefly to discuss matters of cable 
economy 

 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 17 1730 
 
 
 

2100 

Capt Heilbron proceeds on UK leave. Capt S.H. Borland assumes 
A/Adjt. 
Capt N. McLean (late OC 227 Bde Sig Section) visits Div HQ after 
being released from OFLAG 79 by Br troops. 
Div attack launched on UELZEN (MR 8989) 
Recce Regt moved to SLISTEDT  Direct line laid from Div 
utilising PL on rly. 

SHB 
 
 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 
 
 

HAMERSTORF 

18 1100 
 

1230 
1230 

CR Sigs and Adjt visit Bdes. Battle for UELZEN going well but 
slowly. All Bdes preparing to move fwd 
CR Sigs inspects Mens' mess and dinners 
CR Sigs 5 Br Div (now under comd 8 Corps) visits to see layout 
of unit and standard wrls diagram. 

 
SHB 
SHB 
 
SHB 

BARUM 19 1130 
1430 

 
1800 
1940 

 
2300 

Div HQ moves to BARUM (8698). 11 AGRE now under comd 
Line laid to 44, 46 & 6 Gds Armd Bdes  No line to 227 Bde 
owing to distance and further moves in immediate future 
1 Cdo Bde under comd and on CVs 1 & 2 nets 
BM 11 AGRE visits to apply for help on comn problems. Two sets 
and extra tps to be provided by CSO 8 Corps 
Div First Outline Plan for Elbe Crossing received. 

SHB 
 
SHB 
SHB 
SHB 
SHB 
SHB 

SCHARNEBECK 
 
 

SCHARNEBECK 

20 1000 
1400 

 
2230 

Div HQ moved to SCHARNEBECK (8525). 
CSO 8 Corps visits  Exchange at LUNEBURG undamaged and 
excellent PTT facilities available 
Lines laid to all Bdes (except 44 Bde who are still on move) 11 
AGRE, 1 CDO BDE and RA 11 Armd Div (in sp) 

SHB 
 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 21 1500 
2330 

Lines laid to 44 Bde in LUNEBURG and 6 A Tps RE in SCHARNEBECK. 
Day devoted to recces and discussions on crossing of R ELBE 

SHB 
SHB 

 22 1100 
 

1900 

CR Sigs at conference with OC Royals (who will comd Beach Group 
on Elbe crossing) and CSO at HQ 8 Corps on comms 
CSO explains that cable supply sit is critical and utmost 
economy must be exercised. Everything possible is being done to 
meet urgent demands 

 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 
 
 

SCHARNEBECK 

23 1200 
 

1600 
2330 

BM 11 AGRE visits to discuss comms for OP ENTERPRISE, 5 
additional sets for him asked for from Corps HQ 
A/CSO 8 Corps visits to discuss lines layout OP ENTERPRISE 
Allotment of UK leave vacancies for May received (1 offr 53 ORs) 

SHB 



 24 1000 
1200 

 
1230 

 
 

2245 
2300 

CR Sigs attends second planning conference on OP ENTERPRISE 
8 Corps line dets report previous to laying the control lines 
for OP ENTERPRISE 
A/CSO 8 Corps visits and confers with CR Sigs re lines 
requirements for tfc control and "beach" org 
All wrls, except MED net, closed as lines thro' to all 
formations under command 
Div 2nd Outline Plans for R. ELBE crossing received 

SHB 
SHB 
 
 
SHB 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHARNEBECK 

25 1000 
1600 
1800 

 
 

1800 
 
 

1940 
 

2130 

44 Bde moved into LUNEBURG and line extended 
46 Bde moved to JURGENSTORF (9029) lines extended 
Day devoted to preparation of draft of Sigs Op Instr for 
ENTERPRISE. Plan changes hourly and many amendments have to be 
made 
CR Sigs 6 Airborne Div visits to tie up wrls comms for 5 Para 
Bde who will be under comd 15 Div in initial stages of OP 
ENTERPRISE 
OC 8 Corps Sigs visits to get complete plan to line comms - 
these to be civil ug and p.l. quad (British & German) and D8 
Line party leave to lay cable in forward areas. As S of River 
ELBE is under enemy observation, no move in daylight is allowed 
in area. All recces and cable laying to be done at night. No 
lights allowed by moon good 

SHB 
SHB 
 
SHB 
 
 
 
SHB 
 
 
 
SHB 

 
 
 

SCHARNEBECK 

26 1730 
 
 

2100 

Informed by 'G' that 5 Para Bde are not now taking part in OP 
ENTERPRISE. Day devoted to planning and procuring of definite 
location of units and Tac HQs. 
) CR Sigs & Adjt on recce of fwd positions to R. ELBE 

 
SHB 
 

 27 0200 
1100 
2000 
2100 

) All line work going well 
Sigs Op Instruction produced for OP ENTERPRISE 
CSO 8 Corps visits to tie up comms 
) CR Sigs & Adjt on recce of all sites. Lines 

SHB 
SHB Appx 
SHB 
SHB 

 28 0415 
1900 

 
 

2300 

) all completed 
158 Bde (53 Div) u/c  Owing to lack of line and distance no 
line comn possible  Bde Sigs Offr visits to get codes - freqs 
for wrls working 
All lines tested. All OK  

 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHARNEBECK 

29 0200 
1045 

 
 

1700 
2000 

 

H for Op ENTERPRISE 
One quad across R ELBE at LAUENBURG to 46 Bde Tac HQ 
Two quads (Div main artery) plus one quad (8 Corps) 
Main artery across at ARTHENBURG. 
Left crossing quads OK  LAUENBURG quad faulty 
All river crossing quads OK  

SHB 
 
SHB 
 
SHB 
SHB 
 



2330 Line comn (other than to 46 Bde Tac, which has been moving all 
day) has been exceptionally good. Very few lines out and little 
maintenance required  Wrls good throughout since H hour 

 
SHB 

JULIUSBURG 30 1315 
 
 
 

2000 
 
 

2330 

Div HQ moves to JULIUSBURG (8439) 
Quads across river provided comms to Bde for short time 
necessary and are still OK. 
All quads handed over to 8 Corps as main artery. 
Considerable enemy air activity  Changing layout 
46 Bde HQ hit by shell - no casualty other than truck which is 
written off 
L/Cpl FARROW admitted to hosp. Shell splinter wound in back. 
 
                             Stewart H. Borland Capt R Signals 
                             A/Adjt 15 (Scottish) Div Signals 
 

SHB 
 
 
 
 
SHB 
 
SHB 
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JULIUSBURG 1 0800 
1400 

 
1700 
1845 

Civil exchange at GULZOW (8342) line utilised by OC Sigs 44 Bde 
46 Bde move into GULZOW (8342); 44 Bde to SCHWARZENBEK (8348). 
Signal Centre established at GULZOW (8342) 
CR Signals & A/Adjt visit 44 Bde. 
Adjt returns from UK leave 

SHB 
SHB 
 
SHB 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUNSTORF 

2 0930 
 
 
 

1400 
 

2110 

Signal centre closed, Bdes on the move again and Div Recce party 
out. Wireless comms absolutely perfect just now, so line-laying 
not quite so urgent - linesmen rather tiring after fortnight or 
so of concentrated efforts 
Main and Rear Div HQ move to BRUNSTORF (7847) arriving at approx 
1600 and 1715 hrs respectively. Lines to 46 and 227 Bdes 
(eventually party line 46-227 due to further move of 46 Bde and 
quad to Corps via Corps Sig Centre and quad to Rear Div HQ 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

BRUNSTORF 
 
 

KUDDEWORDE 

3 1030 
1430 

 
1830 

 
 

2000 

CR Sigs and Adjt pay routine visits to 46 and 227 Bdes 
Main and Rear Div HQ move to KUDDEWORDE (7657) arriving at 
approx 1600 hrs and 1700 hrs approx 
Lines to all three Bdes and Rear Div and to 1 Mx from Rear Div 
(note 158 Bde reverted to 53 (W) Div at 1200 hrs today). 
Wireless situation OK all round and most links closed tonight 
15 Div have been responsible for the immobilisation of the 
exchanges in GEESTHACHT, GULZOW and TRITTAU - the last of these 
completed this evening 

DGH 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HAMMOOR 

4 1030 
1400 

 
 

1430 
1600 
2000 

CR Sigs superintends line layout (PL circuits) for new area 
CR Sigs and Adjt leave Div HQ in advance and visit 44 Bde and 
inspect captured German veh of VHF equipment - handed over this 
afternoon to 8 Corps (a most valuable prize) 
Main Div HQ only moves to HAMMOOR (7072) arriving at approx 1600 
hrs - wireless OK all round, but line problems rather difficult 
- not easy to put into working order PL circuits but lines to 
all three Bdes by 2000 hrs this evening. Line not yet possible 
to Rear Div - to be arranged tomorrow, together with Recce 

DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 5 0930 
 

1000 
 
 
 

1700 
 

1800 
1830 

 
 

2100 

CR Sigs leaves for Corps for CSO's conference on line problems 
in Op "ECLIPSE" 
Line Sec engaged on Recce & Rear Div lines - Recce line through 
by 1130 hrs - work suspended on Rear Div line at approx mid-day 
on receipt of news of Rear Div HQ moving up to this area 
tomorrow 
CR Sigs holds conference of Coy Comds & Bde Sig Offrs arising 
out of CSO's conference 
CR Sigs goes to 44 Bde for small celebration party 
Adjt & Signalmaster go to inspect and remove exchange from a 
former Luftwaffe barracks for our own use later when the Div 
becomes static. 
Wireless OK throughout day - R/T Comd net closed 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

HAMMOOR 6 1045 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 

1500 
 

1800 
 

2100 

CR Sigs and Adjt leave for large-scale church parade at 
BARGTEHEIDE and from there proceed to BAD OLDERSLOE (7482) to 
inspect the exchange with a view to future use 
Rear Div HQ arrive in EICHEDE (767725) having been moved up 
nearer to Main Div HQ. Line laid in readiness for them and 1+1 
fitted. Line also laid this morning (partially PL) to 8 AGRA in 
POLITZ (749791), an undertaking which, laid on at short notice, 
took several hours to complete and was in working order by 1500 
hrs 
Various recces carried out in the course of the day of local 
exchanges 
Word received this evening of 46 Bde moving with 1 Bn only at 
very short notice to KIEL tomorrow morning. Causes a certain 
amount of planning and adjustments to be made - 46 Bde probably 
coming under direct Corps command 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 

HAMMOOR 

7 1000 
 
 
 

1130 
 
 
 
 

1400 
1600 

 
 

2000 

46 Bde come under Corps comd and go on Corps wrls nets, taking 7 
Seaforths only with them. 9 Cams and 2 GH net on Div R/T net and 
former 46 Bde line strapped through to 9 Cams and lateral from 9 
Cams to 2 GH 
Signal officers photograph taken - as many officers of the whole 
unit present as possible - followed by short Coy Comds 
conference for the appointing of - Major Houston i/c Training & 
Education, Capt Toner Entertainments & Welfare Officer, Capt 
Borland Sports Officer, assisted by RSM Booth 
Various officers engaged on recces of exchanges and lines and at 
approx 1600 hrs CR Sigs and OC 1 Coy go to HAMBURG to obtain 
information from 12 Corps lines Control there (i/c Major Orr) 
and from 53 (W) Div and to check up on the line situation and 
general layout there, returning at approx 2000 hrs 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 



 
 
 
 

HAMMOOR 

8 0920 
 

1200 
 

1600 

VE day - CR Sigs in conference with GOC - various semi-peace 
time projects formulating today 
Small party in Sigs Officers Mess of Sig Offrs of Main and Rear 
Div HQs 
CR Sigs and Adjt depart on preliminary recce for Signals HQ in 
AHRENSBURG area, nearer probable new static Div HQ 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 9 1000 
 

1400 
 

1730 
 

1900 

CR Sigs out on further recce for new permanent Sigs HQ in 
VOLKSDORF area, together with several other officers 
GSO1 addresses all officers of Main Div HQ on present and future 
problems in the occupation of Germany 
CR Sigs attends GOC's conference on aims and policy of the Div 
in its new role 
CR Sigs addresses all Sigs ORs at Main Div HQ on future plans 
for the Unit in Germany and expresses his thanks for their great 
efforts and service of the past eleven months 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

HAMMOOR 

10 0200 
 
 

0715 
 

1000 
 

1200 
1600 

 
 
 

1730 

15 (S) Div changes Frequency list from List "A" to List "C" - 
all changes go very smoothly - Div Comd R/T opened, netted and 
closed again in just over 5 minutes 
P.T. for all ranks commences - 0715-0730 for ORs, 0745-0800 for 
officers. Good turn-outs in both cases 
CR Sigs institutes line control organisation to be run by OC "A" 
sec 
Adjt issues "Memorandum on Conduct and Behaviour in Germany" 
Information received that 15 (S) Div are responsible for the 
disarming and dismembering of 8 German Para Div and 5 German 
Flak Div - task delegated to 44 Bde. Adjt issues directive for 
guidance of Sig Offr 
CR Sigs leaves for proposed new area to superintend the more 
detailed recces which are taking place today 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH Appx 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAMMOOR 

11 0900 
 

1000 
 

1400 
 
 
 

1400 

Route march for all Sigs personnel at Main Div - a good turn-out 
and personnel looking smart 
CR Sigs together with OC 3 Coy and other officers on detailed 
Recce of new area - move forthcoming on Sunday 13 May 45 
CR Sigs to HAMBURG to Lines Control and Mil Gov, making various 
arrangements in connection with the moves of the Div to 
permanent areas 
Re-introduction today of modified works tickets for vehs 
- onwards. Various football matches in progress this afternoon 
of an inter-section nature 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 12 0210 
 

0715 

Issued 15 (S) Div Signals Signal Instruction No 1 (Construction 
etc of German Civil Comms) 
- 0800 Officers & ORs PT classes 

DGH Appx 
 
DGH 



0945 
 

1300 
 
 

1600 
 

Issued instructions to AMTSLEITER of VOLKSDORF re arrival of 
Sigs HQ 
227 Bde move to new location in VINZIER (6883) leaving Rear 
party in old loc - new line through for them on arrival and 
wireless links satisfactorily opened up 
CR Sigs leaves for HAMBURG to see 53 Div in whose area VOLKSDORF 
just falls - the matter regularized satisfactorily   

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

HAMMOOR 
 
 
 

VOLKSDORF 

13 0800 
 
 

1130 
1430 

 
 
 
 

1630 
 
 
 
 

2000 

- onwards. All preparations being made for the move this 
afternoon of Div HQ and Div Signals to their permanent static 
locations 
CR Sigs & Adjt attend church parade in BARGTEHEIDE 
Main and Rear Div HQ move to their new HQ SCHLOSS AHRENSBURG in 
the town of AHRENSBURG, while Div Signals carry on to VOLKSDORF 
(6064) less of course "O" Section and the bulk of "A" & "B" 
Secs, which are still functioning. Being run now as one section 
under LT REEKIE of "B" Sec 
Arrived VOLKSDORF 1630 approximately and all arrangements 
proceeding smoothly - CR Sigs & Adjt busy between Div HQ and 
Sigs HQ - wireless OK all round and line situation developing 
most satisfactorily - all main fmns have their PL circuits 
ready. 
VOLKSDORF a most excellent location, with every modern amenity 
Billets, offices, stores, facilities for the troops absolutely 
first class and all concerned delighted - better than any UK 
location the Unit ever knew and once the Unit is properly 
settled in as happy and beneficial a time as possible in Germany 
should be had by all concerned 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
 

 
 
 

VOLKSDORF 

14 0900 
 
 

1030 
 

2100 

A day of very considerable activity with regard to settling into 
billets on the one hand and the continuation of work on lines on 
the other 
CR Sigs and Adjt spent whole day on inspection of billets, 
stores, offices etc 
CR Sigs holds all officers conference on general matters 
affecting the new area 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
DGH 

 15 1000 
 

1400 
 
 

1900 
 
 

A day of general routine, with all concerned catching up on 
their office work 
CR Sigs to Div to see CRE regarding the inspection of certain 
exchanges in which it is suspected that delayed action charges 
have been left 
Majors Gilbert-Smith and Birkett, Instructors from Staff College 
and School of Signals respectively arrive on attachment of one 
week to study Div Signals in the field! 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 



2300 
 
A degree of alarm in the area as small attack by "werewolves" on 
HQ RASC took place tonight 

DGH 

 
 
 
 

VOLKSDORF 

16 0830 
 
 
 

1000 
 

1400 
 

1800 

Satisfactory wrls comms to Recce & 1 Mx (who have been loaned 
the ACV for the job with crew) who are moving to temporary locns 
on the removal of PW operation. CV9 on loan to Corps on same 
role 
GOC visits Sigs HQ and addresses all ranks congratulating them 
on their work since D Day and wishing them luck in the future 
Adj & RSM drafting orders for daily CO's parade, commencing on 
Friday, at 0900 hrs 
Adj attends guard-mounting by RSM. Quite good drill & turnout 
excellent. Ceremony of lowering the Union Jack at retreat, now 
flying from outside the Burgomeister's office, very well done 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLKSDORF 

17 1000 
 

1800 
 
 
 
 

2100 

Commanding Officer's inspection of billets, stores, offices etc. 
Considering the time since arrival, the area in very good shape 
ORs club opens in restaurant premises in town (christened "THE 
STANHOPE ARMS" from the Horsforth days) and obviously going to 
be a great success. There is also now a Corporal's Room off the 
ORs Mess - an innovation for this unit and the first time there 
has been such a Mess - it is for both Cpls & L/Cpls 
Considerable trouble today with lines due to miniature cyclone 
this afternoon. "C" Sec attending but considerable damage done & 
lengthy repairs necessary 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 

 18 0900 
 
 
 

1200 

First of the daily C.O's Parades - a great turnout and all 
concerned satisfactorily smart. Much drill required, however, to 
refresh memories and to teach where there are not even memories. 
Drill parade follows C.O's inspection 
This unit now responsible for the exchange at LAUENBURG (8734) 
and NCO installed there as ACECON representative (8 Corps) in 
supervisory capacity. TMO inspects for changing necessary and 
condition in general. The exchange is manned by German personnel 

DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 
 
 
 

VOLKSDORF 

19 1200 
 
 

1500 
 
 
 

2000 

Ordinary routine morning - 227 Bde have now moved to LUBECK, 
comms OK and two direct lines through. 15 Bde (5 Div) and 106 AA 
Bde now u/c 15 Div - comms OK 
Representative of the Historical and Photographic Section of the 
War Office arrives and takes several pictures of what remains of 
the Div field layout and expresses his satisfaction of what he 
has seen 
Film show in cinema adjoining OR's club - very successful 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 

 20 0915 
 
 

Church parade for service at 1000 hrs at Div HQ in AHRENSBURG, a 
good turnout and the men looking very smart, particularly those 
from Sigs HQ - the det from Div HQ not as good 

DGH 
 
 



1100 
 
 
 

1600 
1800 

 
 

2000 

8 Corps Sigs det arrives with teleprinter for installation Div 
HQ to work to Corps. Installed on this occasion by Corps Sigs & 
to be operated by them till return of 4 of our ops from 
teleprinter course. Maintenance and servicing our responsibility 
Instructions from Corps removing teleprinter detachment! 
Internal wiring of SCHLOSS AHRENSBURG now practically completed 
Div HQ gradually moving in - every one should be in by next 
Tuesday 
Another film performance in the Unit private cinema, again 
highly successful 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

VOLKSDORF 21 0915 
 
 

1030 
1600 

 
1815 

 

Sports officer addresses the men on 1st works parade on the 
commencing org for sports - football already well under way and 
an extensive programme envisaged. 
CR Sigs to LUBECK to visit 227 Bde on routine visit 
CSO 2nd Army arrives on informal visit and stays to tea, 
accompanied by Brig RAC of 2nd Army 
OC Sigs 8 Corps and his 2 i/c arrive on visit to CR Signals for 
discussion on line problems 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 22 0900 
 
 
 
 

1830 

- onwards. A normal day with nothing of importance to recount - 
certain of the wrls nets permanently closed today (Med, Rear 
Div-Rear Corps CV13, CV4, the ACV returned from 1 Mx) which will 
enable a large part of the wrls section to be withdrawn to Sigs 
HQ 
CR Sigs leaves for "A" Mess to attend Div Comd's cocktail party 

DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 
 

VOLKSDORF 

23 1000 
 

1500 
 

2000 

CR Sigs leaves for 44 Bde on routine visit. Normal day otherwise 
but CR Sigs at Div HQ all afternoon in throes of impending 
change of location of Div HQ and other fmns - almost certain to 
involve moves in view of reallotment of Div area 
OC 119 LAA Regt & 2 i/c to dinner and War Office photographic 
section and historical section reps spending the night - to 
collect data on the ELBE crossing 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

 24 0900 
 
 
 

1400 
 

1600 
 
 

Pickford V arrives - 13 ORs affected, none above the rank of 
Cpl, not anticipated that they will all be withdrawn 
First Div release instruction to hand - the documentation etc on 
this all-important subject now in full swing 
CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy leave on preliminary recce for new Sigs HQ 
in the new area, possibly RETZEBURG - GADEBUSCH area 
Visits from A/CSO 8 Corps and Major Orr from 12 Corps - it is 
hoped that Major Orr will be returning to this unit with Major 
Johnson whose demob number is 5 and who it is expected will have 
to depart some time next month 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 



VOLKSDORF 25 1000 
 

1600 

CR Sigs over to Div twice today re future moves - possible new 
location of Div HQ now SCHWERIN. Not moving before 15 June 
OC 2 Coy to see CR Sigs - OC 2 Coy going as unit rep to 21 Army 
Group for conference re the est and forming of occupational 
tele, RF etc Sig Secs - no doubt some large cuts in strengths 
will be forthcoming 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 26 0900 
 
 

1100 
 
 

1400 
 

1500 

CR Sigs and OC 3 Coy leave for SCHWERIN and 5 Div area on recce 
in connection with forthcoming move. OC 1 Coy also there 
separately 
"N" Sec brought in from HQRE and joins Sigs at Sigs HQ - most of 
"A" & "B" Secs in now also - only CRASC dets still out and CVs 
1, 2, 5 & 6 at Div HQ 
Sports officer (Capt Borland) to Div HQ for sports conference, 
presided over by GSO1 
Football match v 1 Mx - lost 1-7. A good game but far from Sigs 
best XI 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
DGH 
 
DGH 

VOLKSDORF 27 0900 
 

1000 
1115 

 
 
 
 

1400 

CR Sigs leaves for 44 Bde and Div HQ for discussions regarding 
accommodation and line facilities in the new SCHWERIN area 
Church parade at Div HQ - parade taken by 2 i/c - a good turnout 
News received on return from church parade of tragic death in a 
road accident of CAPT W.D. TONER OC HQ Coy and his driver on 19 
May on their way to 21 Army Group - it is safe to say that the 
whole Unit will mourn the irreparable loss of a real officer and 
gentleman 
An excessively busy Sunday afternoon - a large number of returns 
of varying nature due CSO's Branch today. ORs busy this 
afternoon on blanket exchanges 

DGH 
 
DGH 
DGH 
 
 
 
 
DGH 

 28 0900 
 
 

1800 

Route march scheduled for this morning cancelled due to rain 
Otherwise normal routine day - CAPT L. BLACK appointed OC HQ Coy 
vice CAPT TONER and permission requested from Corps to promote. 
CR Sigs to Division for important A/Q conference re 
accommodation etc in new area 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

VOLKSDORF 29 0900 
 

1000 
 
 
 

1500 
 
 
 

106 AA Bde reverted to comd 5 Div - will return to 15 Div when 
15 Div in new area 
CR Sigs to 501 Mil Gov, Bad Oldesloe to see EME, attached there 
for a period of 3 weeks. EME has obtained a number of German 
m/cs for use by DR section for the Div Tattoo to be held during 
the summer 
CR Sigs and QM to Hamburg to Mil Gov re fairly extensive stores 
of wines and foodstuffs unearthed by QM in Volksdorf 

DGH 
 
DGH 
 
 
 
DGH 
 
 
 



1700 OC 2 Coy to see CR Sigs prior to departure 21 Army Gp as unit 
rep on discussions to be held on the est & fmn of occupational 
sig secs 

DGH 

 30 0900 After CO's parade - Route March, turn out of 6 officers and 
approx 90 ORs quite good and marching excellent with Cpl Hay as 
piper - otherwise normal day with NTR. Weekly days off for all 
ranks starting now & roster prepared 

DGH 
 
 
DGH 

 31 0900 - onwards. Normal day. ABCA period by MAJ HOUSTON and the usual 
routine of the day with inter-coy football in the afternoon. The 
following re-org of adm duties has taken place - CAPT BLACK OC 
HQ Coy, PRI and Welfare Offr, CAPT BORLAND Education Offr, 
Sports Offr and Entertainments assisted by LT BULL, RSM BOOTH 
and CQMS VINCENT respectively. 
 
                       David G Heilbron Capt R. Signals 
                       Adjutant 15th (Scottish) Inf Div Signals 
 

DGH 
 
DGH 
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BRIGHTON 2/3 2300 Bn carries out Practice Move.  
 5  Bn carried out Gas Chamber Tests.  
 6  "D" Day - Operational maps collected.  
 7  Situation map established (Army Intelligence Services)  
 9  Adjutant issues Escapers Expedients to Offrs & Sgts  
 11  Op. Trace received of conc areas. 

Movement Orders for B Coy come through. 
 

 12 0345 "B" Coy move to Marshalling Camp T.6. at PURFLEET arriving at 1500 
hrs. 

 

 13 0400 
0520 
1210 

"A" Coy move to Marshalling camp (WANSTEAD FLATS) 
Bn HQ move to Marshalling camp (WANSTEAD FLATS) 
Bn HQ and "A" Coy arrive at Marshalling Area 

 

 14 A.M 
1300 
2100 

"C" Coy move to Marshalling Camp S.G.H. 
"C" Coy arrive Camp S.G.H. at BRENTWOOD 
"B" Coy embark on S.S. FORT BRUNSWICK M.T. 66. 

 

IN TRANSIT 15 0700 
 

0800 
 

1330 
1445 
1500 
1900 
1830 
2115 

B Coy aboard M.T. 66 move to form part of convoy at THAMES ESTUARY & 
anchors off SOUTHEND-ON-SEA at 1500 hrs. 
Bn HQ transport proceeds to Port of Embarkation (MILLWALL DOCK), HQ 
Coy transport included. 
Orders received for Bn HQ & HQ Coy to proceed to Embarkation Port. 
Bn HQ & HQ Coy are issued with life belts + 24 hr packs. 
Move to MILLWALL DOCK. 
Embarkation on SS EMPIRE PLOUGHMAN (T59) 
'C' Coy Drivers arr Camp S.G.F. and main body arr Camp S3 1830 hrs. 
T59 weighs anchor and proceed up THAMES to form part of convoy at 
THAMES ESTUARY. 

 

IN TRANSIT 16 2015 
 

2050 

A Coy proceed to Port of Embarkation and move to mouth of THAMES to 
take up position in convoy aboard S81 FORT NORFOLK. 
B Coy arrive off coast of NORMANDY and anchor in "RING". 

 

 17 1600 
 
"B" Coy embark at TILBURY, main body on MT 56 
2 I.C. and 12 Drivers on M.T. 64. 
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1800 
2000 
2000 
1945 
2055 

Leave TILBURY 
Lay off SOUTHEND-on-SEA. 
"A" Coy arrive off coast of NORMANDY and anchor in "RING". 
T59 (Bn HQ + HQ Coy aboard) weighs anchor & reaches NORMANDY coast. 
T59 anchors in "RING" MAP REF: 933973. 

 21 1200 "A" Coy commence disembarkation and transfer to landing craft. A 
delay is caused owing to a head on collision with another vessel. 

 

 19 2000 "C" Coy reach coast of France and anchor in "RING".  
 23 1715 "C" Coy disembark and establish themselves in region on ST GABRIEL.  
 

ST GABRIEL 
24 1930 Bn HQ & remnants of HQ Coy disembark and set up HQ at ST GABRIEL 

(7F/1 - 889794). 
 

SHEET 7F/1 
889794 

25 1845 B Coy disembarks & proceed to ST GABRIEL area 
D Coy remains at WORTHING & forms part of Div residue which is not 
expected to cross the Channel for approx one month. 

 

 29 1600 Bn HQ move to new location BRONAY 890719.  
SECQUEVILLE 25  No 3 Pl 'A' Coy joined 8 ROYAL SCOTS in Assembly Area Secqueville  

916712 26 0030 
0730 
1115 

Pl moves up to forming up area S. of rly 916712. 
Attacks begin - go forward with 8 RS to attack LA GAULE 
Pl in action at 923675 firing E & S.E. 2 casualties during the 
action. Sgt Freeman and Pte Preston both wounded by fire from tanks. 
Subjected to Artillery & Mortar fire from enemy - but no casualties. 
Numbers of enemy snipers in orchards but did not open fire as they 
did not present themselves in the arc. 

 

 
LE MESNIL 

27 0500 Relieved by 8 Mx (43 Div) and move back to Coy Harbour in LE MESNIL 
PATRY 

 

PATRY 28  Remain in Coy Harbour at 20 mins notice to move.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 0730 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1430 
1700 

 
 
 
 

Go forward to assist 8 RS in consolidating after an attack S.W. of 
LE HAUT DU BOSQ. 
Attack a moderate success, but all objectives not gained owing to 
heavy enemy arty & mortar fire, and opposition from heavy tanks and 
infantry. 
Succeed after greatest difficulty in getting into action on carriers 
at 897652 with a Coy of 10 DLI (49 Div) 
Fire for 15 minutes on suspected enemy forming up area in wood. 
Under arty fire all morning but no casualties. 
Withdraw to Coy Harbour. 
Recalled to assist in repelling counter attack against 8 RS & 6 RSF 
at 899656. 
Attack never materializes on our sector though Arty & mortar fire is 
still severe and Pl is under long range fire from automatic weapons 
(Pte Watts wounded). 

 



899656 2300 Withdraw to harbour at 906680. 
 30 1300 

 
1430 

Go forward to assist 6 R.S.F. in defensive position in orchard at 
907657. 
In action - no enemy appears, though an attack seems to be 
developing against 6 KOSB in front of Pl. 

 

 JUL 
1 

0600 
 

1230 

Attack again appears to be developing against 6 KOSB 
We are under spasmodic mortar fire only. 
Relieved by 1 Manchesters (53 Div) and move to Coy harbour at 
909736. 
 

 

  
 
 

JUN 
26 

 
 
 
 

0730 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No 4 Pl A Coy 

Put in sp of 6 R.S.F. - task of reorganising on objective after the 
village of ST. MAUVIEU has been captured. 
Move off to N. NORREY EN BESSIN. 
As we approach ST. MAUVIEU, extreme resistance is encountered in the 
shape of large numbers of snipers hidden in the buildings on the 
outskirts of the village, and it is with the greatest difficulty 
that the Pl Comd makes his way to the objective of A Coy RSF, a 
small wood & orchard 934688. 
A recce is made from one sec position in the fwd edges of the wood, 
and right & left of track through wood. No infantry, with the 
exception of one RSF ANTI TANK platoon has reached this area at all. 
This is presumably due to the presence of at least 6 German snipers 
& 2 enemy MG positions in the wood at 931687. The D.R. with some 
difficulty returns to Pl R.V. at Br 927692 and brings up Pl to the 
wood. 
The Right hand section is completely unable to take up a position as 
anyone entering the wood is immediately finished off by the snipers. 
They are therefore held as a mobile reserve just to the rear. No 2 
sec goes into action in the orchard L of track firing centre of arc 
on MARCELET. 
Enemy counter attack from area 939657. 
The R hand sec is brought round into the orchard to reinforce the L 
flank. 
This enables the attack to be repelled and it is thought that most 
of the enemy are wiped out. 
However a few have filtered through again into the wood. Tanks are 
periodically being sent into the wood to clear away the enemy but do 
not seem to have much success. 

 



2230 
 
 

2300 

A Coy of KOSB arrive to relieve R.S.F. and it is thought that one of 
their Pls following 3 Churchill & 2 Crocodile tanks, eventually 
clear the wood. 
Pl relieved by 4 Pl 8 Mx. 

 27.  Pl resting in LE MESNIL PATRY.  
 28   "   "      "  "  "      "  
 29 0630 

 
 

1800 

Pl reports to O.C R.S.F. in area 901686 and are given the task of 
protecting rear of the Bn against possibility of infiltration. 
No action in this position. 
Returned under Coy control to CHEUX. 

 

CHEUX 30 P.M. Subject to heavy mortar fire at night - no casualties.  
 JUL 

1 
 Move to 909736 and Coy resting.  

 
BRETTEVILLE 

922728 

 
26 

 
 
 

1045 

 
No 5 Pl A Coy 

Pl is in reserve at Coy HQ BRETTEVILLE. 
Coy Comd calls for Pl and it takes up a position (913693) near Bde 
Tac HQ and is given the task of covering a gap between the KOSB & 
RS. 
Pl remains in action in this posn throughout the night. 

 

 27 0600 Pl receives orders to move to Coy harbour at LE MESNIL PATRY and 
remains throughout day and night. 

 

 28  Pl Comd is sent for by Coy Comd at KOSB HQ (912664). He remains 
there throughout the day in readiness to re-organise posn. 

 

 
 
 

907657 

29 1100 
 
 
 

1900 

Pl occupies a posn in support of 6 KOSB in wood (907657) and is 
given the task of covering wood (903650) in the event of enemy 
penetrating through the R.S. & R.S.F. who are in the area. 
Posn being subjected to heavy mortar fire. 
Enemy counter attacking on wood & being successfully repelled. 
Pl returns to Coy harbour. 

 

 30 0500 Pl proceed to wood 903650 which is now taken over by 6 KOSB and 
takes up a defensive posn. 

 

 1 
Jul 

 
 
 

1530 

Enemy counter attacks and pl remains in action under very exacting 
conditions during attack by enemy tanks and is firing on its fixed 
line (orchard 901643) when called for by the infantry. 
Pl relieved by 1 Manchester Regt & proceeds to Coy harbour 909736. 

 

 
 
 
 

912680 

 
26 

 
0100 

 
0730 
1130 

 
'B' Coy leaves for FUP 891713 S of BRONAY. 
Coy 2IC moves Coy Rear HQ to 902727 with main 44 H. Bde HQ. 
Coy advances with leading infantry. 
Coy Comd (Maj Ellis) injured by falling bough of tree. 

 



 1200 
 

1300 

Pte Walden killed by shrapnel, 300 yards N. of O.C Coy's place of 
injury. 
Coy 2IC takes over comd. 
Major W.D. Ellis evacuated. 
Plns proceed to S. of CHEUX in accordance with plan, but find no 
reps from Cameronians to put them in. Very bad posns from M.G. point 
of view. Whole area subjected to heavy mortar fire, casualties 
caused:- 
   6 Pl  Ptes Breeze J, Royce & Boyce. 
   7 Pl  Ptes Theobald & Brookman. 
Stretcher bearers Ptes Whiting, Leah showed exemplary behaviour 
under fire dressing wounds etc., particularly Pte Leah, who himself 
was slightly wounded. Tiger tank, dug in, reported 150 yds W. of 8 
Plns posn. 
More enemy infantry move up during the night and 8 Pl fire 
occasionally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

902698 

27  
 

0600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1300 

We keep alert, expecting enemy attack. 
Sgt. Head of 8 Pl is killed in pl area by S.A. fire. 
Pl from 8 Mx arrives to take over posn. 
Difficulty experienced in getting clear of posn owing to enemy 
counter attack. 
Have great luck in getting through CHEUX, as roads are blocked and 
carriers are being subjected to fire from Tiger tanks. 
3 M/cs abandoned N of CHEUX as state of tracks render it impossible 
for drivers to continue riding them. 8 Pl forced to abandon 1 x 15 
cwt when leaving position. 
Coy re-groups at 902698 S. of LE MESNIL PATRY, main 46 Bde HQ. 
Coy move in support of 2 Glasgow H. to COLEVILLE 903650 
Pte Hore reported to have hit a FW 190 with Bren Gun. This was 
vouched for by many of Glas. High. in area. 
C.O. visited Coy. Certain amount of mortar fire at night. 

 

 28  
 

1730 

Heavy mortar fire on position but no other incidents. 
Lt Handslip, O.C. 7 Pl killed while on recce. 
6 Pl move to Bridge 916622 in support of A&S High 
Lt Handslip killed whilst his Pl were supporting an attack by 9 Cams 
on GRANVILLE. 
Sgt Drake (7 Pl) injured. 
Endeavoured to get through to 6 Pl without success. 
Mortaring of area by enemy multi-barrelled mortar. 

 

MONDRAVILLE 
(9164) 

 

29  Move to MONDRAVILLE with 2 GH. 
7 & 8 Pls occupied various positions covering east & south. 

 



 
 
 

MONDRAVILLE 
(9164) 

Panic caused by threatened breakthrough of enemy infantry & tanks, 
which did not materialize. 
Ptes Probett & Winkworth injured by shrapnel and evacuated. 
Tank battle towards late afternoon and evening. 
Endeavoured to contact 6 Pl without success. 

 30  Contacted 6 Pl and about 20 returned after being subjected to 
intense enemy fire. Position of casualties as yet uncertain as there 
may be some who are only missing, but there were 12 short. 

 

 1 
Jul 

1830 Relieved by 1 Manchesters and Coy moved to rest area 921726.  

 
 

FIELD 

 
 
23 

 
 

1730 

 
"C" Coy 
Landed at a posn on coast of FRANCE (7E/5 8586) and proceed to 227 
(H) Inf Bde area (7F/1 843780). Arrive at approx 2330 hrs. Coy not 
yet complete. 

 

Mt FAUVEL 24 1500 
2300 

Remainder of Coy arrive this area. 
Orders arrive from 46 (H) Inf Bde to move to FAA. 
SECQUEVILLE-EN-BESSIN (7/F1 9274) 

 

SECQUEVILLE-
EN-BESSIN 

25 0100 
2100 
2115 
1830 

Arrive at FAA 
No 9 Pln moves to join 7 SEAFORTH in same area. 
No 10 Pln moves to join 2 GLAS H. in same area. 
No 11 Pln moves to join 2 GORDONS at VAUX-SUR-SEULLES 
(7F/1 8377). Adv Coy HQ joins 46 Bde TAC HQ in SECQUEVILLE. 

 

PUTOT-EN-
BESSIN 

 
 

PUTOT-EN-
BESSIN 

26 0300 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1730 
 

1500 
 

1900 

Adv Coy HQ moves forward to x-roads (906679) arriving at 0530 hrs. 
No 9 Pln advance with 7 SEAFORTH (rear Bn) and halted in CHEUX 
(9167) at 1900 hrs approx. Pln in position at 920770 but did not 
have cause to fire. 
No 10 Pln cross start line at 0730 hrs with 2 GLAS. H. and reach 
first objective at 1400 hrs. Pln reorganise on the objective at 
907678. 
Pln advance and reorganise on second objective SOUTH of CHEUX at 
917673. 
No 11 Pln with 2 GORDONS reach area (905685) SOUTH of LE MESNIL 
PATRY. 
In action at 915668 supporting attack by 2 GORDONS on COLVILLE - 
TOURVILLE. Subsequent situation resulted in orders being received to 
join 227 (H) Inf Bde TAC HQ. Find this eventually at 0530 hrs on 
27th. 

 

 27  
 
 
 

No 10 Pln withdraws with 2 GORDONS to area 920770 and joins 9 CAMS. 
Pln concentrates at COLEVILLE (9264) 
No 11 Pln takes up defensive posn with 2 GORDONS in COLEVILE area. 
Pln posn on railway embankment (922647). 

 



0730 
 

2330 

Pte GRAY A. is killed. Pln moves again with 2 GORDONS and takes up 
defensive posn on main road at TOURVILLE (9264). 
One carrier hit by shell fire from enemy tank - no casualties 
Pte Holt evacuated suffering from exhaustion. 

CHEUX 28  No 9 Pln advance from CHEUX and deploy to assist in the clearance of 
woods to COLEVILLE. Route via HILL 100 - Bridge 919655. Pln takes up 
posn in MONDRAINVILLE area (9164) until orders are received from 7 
SEAFORTH to move to farm (912637). Pln remain in this posn under 
heavy mortar fire & sniping until relieved by MANCHESTER REGT. 
No 10 Pln on success of 2 GORDONS attack in GRANVILLE-SUR-ODON move 
up for reorganisation and take up posn at 909645. 
No 11 Pln take up defence posns in TOURVILLE in view of suspected 
counter-attacks. 

 

CHEUX 29  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 

2100 

No 10 Pln in action during morning and evening to repel counter-
attacks. No 2 Sec withdraws at 2000 hrs with 'B' Coy 9 CAMS to 
CHEUX. In the ensuing disorganisation the section reports to a Bn of 
the WELSH GUARDS and is passed back to 15 (S) Inf Div HQ. On 
obtaining from this HQ the location of Adv Coy HQ the section 
rejoins. No 1 sec withdraws with 'A' Coy 9 CAMS to a posn approx 300 
yards in rear of original one. After assisting in clearing woods in 
this area the sec returns to original posn. 
Sgt Reed, in command of No 1 Sec, showed great coolness and 
initiative in handling his sec whilst out of touch with his Pln 
Comd. 
No 11 Pln - in same posn - goes into action to repel a counter 
attack from SOUTH WEST. 
No 11 Pln moves back with 2 GORDONS to resist a counter attack on 
COLEVILLE. Attack did not develop 

 

CHEUX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30  No 10 Pln (No 2 Sec) withdraws to area of Adv Coy HQ at road line 
(924648). 
No 11 Pln receive orders for continued advance at 0730 hrs. Route: 
TOURVILLE - Bridge 9363 - LES VILAINS - GAVRUS - Bridge 9162 - 
preparatory to an attack on MONCEAUX. During the advance the Pln 
comes under heavy fire S.W. of TOURVILLE (928638) resulting in the 
following casualties: 
Wounded:- Sgt HEATH, Sgt WILKINSON, CPL COOK, CPL BLACKMAN, L/CPL 
CLARK, L/CPL BERRIDGE, PTES GARRAWAY, SEAL, STONE, HILL, LAMBE, 
NORWOOD, CHAPPELL, JAMES, CRAFT, ROGERS, YOUNG, PITHET, PTE FORD W. 
MISSING. 
Pln Comd on his return from Bn "R" Group organises the evacuation of 
the wounded and vehicles. On orders from OC Coy, Pln retires to Adv 
Coy HQ area. 

 



CHEUX During the period in which the casualties were suffered, PTE BARNES 
showed exceptional courage and devotion to duty in rendering 
assistance to wounded men, thus preventing further injuries to those 
who were unable to move and setting a fine example which was 
followed by other private soldiers. 
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SECQUEVILLE 1 1530 Bn HQ & HQ Coy move to SECQUEVILLE EN BESSIN.  
EN BESSIN 
911764 

2  
 
 
 

1200 
1405 

Coys are now harbouring at the following locations:- 
   "A" approx 1 mile S.W. of SECQUEVILLE at 905765 
   "B" BRETTEVILLE L'ORGUEILLEUSE 921720 
   "C" BRONAY 881723 
Coy Comds attend CO's Conference at Bn HQ. 
'C' Coy shelled by enemy guns - Lt Fletcher wounded - L/Sgt Stevens 
slightly wounded - Pte Belton seriously wounded - all by shrapnel. 

 
 
 
 
 
Pte Belton has 
since died. 

 3  Lt Atkin 'B' Coy evacuated to C.C.S. 
Capt J.B. Redman promoted A/Major. 

B.O. 135/para(1). 

 4  Major Redman takes command of "B" Coy vice Major W.D. Ellis who was 
injured in previous operation. 

 

 5  6 Reinforcements sent to "B" Coy.  
 6 0900 "D" Coy move to marshalling area WATERLOOVILLE from WORTHING.  
 7 0730 

 
 
 

1100 
1800 

 
 

1930 
 

2330 

"D" Coy proceed to Embarkation Port - GOSPORT. 
"A" Coy Comd is called to Bde and makes fwd recce with the object of 
taking over defence posns from 'C' Coy 8 Mx, 130 Bde, 43 div. 
18 Reinforcements sent to 'B' Coy. 
"D" Coy embark. 
L/Cpl Bennett (D Coy) injures his ankle whilst driving m/c on board 
and is lowered over ships side into a small boat which takes him to 
hospital. 
Everyone is impressed by the R.A.F. The sky is black with bombers as 
they attack targets in and around CAEN. 
"A" Coy moves to TOURVILLE and Pls are dispersed as follows: 
3 Pl 953636 - 4 Pl 925639 - 5 Pl 928637 

 

 8 1300 
 

1630 

"D" Coy anchor off the coast of FRANCE after a calm and uneventful 
crossing. 
"D" Coy disembark and proceed to assembly area ST CROIX SUR MER. 
"A" Coy are subjected to spasmodic mortar fire all through day & 
night. 
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 9 0800 
1300 
1800 

"D" Coy move to Div Conc Area, ST GABRIEL. 
"D" Coy arrive in adjacent field to Bn HQ at SECQUEVILLE-EN-BESSIN. 
"C" Coy receive orders to move to F.A.A. 

 

 10 0100 
 
 

0600 
 

0645 
 

1500 
1700 

 
2130 

 
2300 

"C" Coy HQ move to MOUEN (935656) 
Pls form up in defensive posns against a presumed attack by the 
enemy from the South. 
Nos 9, 10 & 11 Pls in posns at FONTAINE ETOUPEFOUR (963641) and are 
under continuous fire from enemy. 
1 M.G. of No 3 Pl (A Coy) hit by shell fragment. Enemy can be 
observed whole time they are in posn. 
O.C. 1 Manchesters recces A Coy's posns with a view to relief. 
"C" Coy HQ move to VERSON 968658 
Lieut Q.T. Robinson & 5 ORs join Coy as Rfts. 
Counter attack threatened & 'C' Coys guns are laid out for all round 
defence. 
'C' Coy Pls lay guns by compass on Xrds S.E. of ETERVILLE but 9 
Cameronians do not ask for any covering fire. 
1 Carrier of 10 Pl receives direct hit - no casualties. 
1 Carrier of 11 Pl hit and the driver, PTE TOVEY, is killed. 
Heavy mortar shelling has resulted in the following casualties:- 
      WOUNDED                      EXHAUSTION 
      Sgt Gillet                   Pte Payne 
      L/Sgt May                    Pte Chisholme 
      Pte Williams L.              Pte Mansell 
       "  Fisher A.                 "  Phillips D. 
       "  Little                    "  Walton 
       "  Burnett                  L/Cpl Halliwell 
       "  Hemmings                 Pte Riches 
                                    "  Barr 
                                    "  Barnes 
B Coy moves to new location 921742 
Lt Atkin returns from hospital and takes over comd of 6 Pl. 

 

 11 1400 
 
 
 
 
 

2200 

10 & 11 Plns "C" Coy in posns N of VERSON and in support of 2 G.H., 
open fire on hedgerow 200 yds S. of ETERVILLE. 
Pls subjected to heavy mortar & shell fire 
Ptes Richards & Harvey wounded. Pte Teader suffering from exhaustion 
- Cpl Bibby & Pte Osborne missing. 
2/Lt Riley is posted to B Coy & 7 Pl. 
'C' Coy relieved by Toronto Scottish, 4th Canadian Div. 

 

 12 -  Bn at rest.  
 14 1730 

2000 
H.Q. Coy less Bn HQ move to new location ST MAUVIEU 9286. 
'D' Coy advance HQ move to assembly area TOURVILLE. 

 



2100 
 

2230 
 

2345 

Advance HQ "C" Coy move to 227 Bde HQ area. 
9 & 11 plns to join A&SH N. of BRETTEVILLE. 
12, 13 & 15 Pls ('D' Coy) move to mortar posns at TOURVILLE in 
support of 44 Bde. 14 Pl are held in reserve and remain with Coy HQ. 
"B" Coy follow in rear of 2 G.H. columns & proceed to WOOD 951647. 
Pte Dennis is suffering from a fractured leg due to mortar fire as 
we arrive. 
Rear HQ moves to 934669. 
Intermittent mortar & shelling during the night. 
An ammunition dump is ablaze a few hundred yards off. 

 
 

MARCELET 
934679 

15 0200 
0300 
1015 

 
1030 
1230 

 
1345 
1630 

 
1800 
1830 

 
2145 

 
 
 
 
 

2300 

'A' Coy move to advance area at 936343 
"C" Coy advance H.Q. moves to new location MOUNT VERSON. 
Bn HQ moves to new location within Div area - MARCELET 934679. The 
Bn is taking up posns in readiness for Op. GREENLINE. 
"C" Coy A2 move to field in which Bn HQ is est. 
12 Pl ('D' Coy) range on target. First bomb is seen to cause a great 
cloud of smoke. 
"D" Coy TAC HQ move to battle posns S. of R ODON 
"B" Coy advance HQ and Pls take up the posns as follows:- 6 Pl 
964638 - 7 Pl 959636 - 8 Pl 965634 in preparation for a map shoot. 
Pte Ingrey of 'C' Coy evacuated suffering from exhaustion. 
9 & 11 Pl "C" Coy move to F.A.A. (947633) and are heavily shelled 
shortly after arrival. 
H-Hour OP. GREENLINE. 
All mortar posns subjected to heavy enemy mortar fire resulting in 
the following casualties:- 
Killed - Cpl Symonds. - Wounded - Cpl Brock, L/Cpl Ball - Ptes 
Sparkes - Rose C. - Sharp - Marsh - Phillips R - Petch. 
Pte Holt of "C" Coy evacuated suffering from exhaustion. 
Capt Cummins & Col/Sgt Clarke ('B' Coy) are caught in mortar fire 
and both wounded. Capt Cummins insists on returning to rear HQ in 
order to clear up one or two things before going to hospital. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 0045 
 
 

0430 
 

0430 
0700 

 
1100 

 

The following casualties of "C" Coy are evacuated 
Wounded - Sgt Pearce - L/Cpls Edwards & Carlton - Cpl Lane - Ptes 
Deacon - Stephens W - Jones E - Bell G - Easton - Tanner - Bedell. 
9 & 11 pls ("C" Coy) move fwd to carry out tasks as follows:- 9 Pl 
to follow up A&SH and to give depth to reorganisation. 
11 Pl to support the attack from BAS d'ESQUAY. 
"B" Coy Comd endeavours to contact C.O. of 2 GH but is unsuccessful 
owing to the HQ being under enemy observation. 
9 & 11 Plns C Coy move to 929627 LES VILLAINS to harbour. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCELET 

1200 
 
 
 
 
 

1200 
 

1900 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2300 
 
 
 
 

2320 
 
 

2330 

13 & 15 Plns D Coy move to new posns and fire from plain N.W of 
GAVRUS from 1200-1300. 
13 Pln do a "Crash Action" shoot and fire 260 bombs. 
5 Pl ('A' Coy) moves out from TOURVILLE to area S of LES VILLAINS 
and carries out a Map Shoot on EVENAY. 
The action lasts an hour & Pl D.R. is killed, Pte NEWTON S. 
Capt Cummins is taken to Bn HQ where he imparts information to the 
Adjt before proceeding to 23 C.C.S. 
Orders received by "C" Coy that both pls will support attack by 158 
Bde. 
TASKS: 
9 Pl to bring down fire on Xrds at EVRECY and orchard immediately 
south - followed by fire on to AVENAY area. 
11 Pl supporting fire on to Orchard S. of BAS D'ESQUAY and AVENAY 
area. 
Approx 15 JU's 188 attack area in which "B" Coy are situated - bombs 
and leaflets are dropped. These leaflets inform all who read that 
"ALL YOUR BASES ARE DESTROYED". This causes much amusement, as the 
men have just received a pint of beer each which was brought up from 
one of the so-called "Destroyed Bases". 
C.S.M. MARSHAL claims to shoot down an enemy bomber with L.M.G. 
fire. His claim is supported by 3 witnesses, one a Captain from the 
R.A. 
9 & 11 Pls carry out the prearranged tasks from posn at LES 
VILLAINS. 
"D" Coy HQ and all Pl areas are again subjected to heavy mortar 
fire. Cpl Rosser slightly wounded above right eye but remains with 
Pl. 
Snipers are also in evidence, but although some equipment is damaged 
there are no casualties. 
14 Pl support attack by 158 Bde and give covering fire on mortar and  
Arty gun emplacements from a posn on R. ODON. The shoot was carried 
out to time in spite of bombing attack by enemy planes. 

 17 0200 
 

0900 
 

0930 
 
 
 
 

3 casualties caused to No 11 Pl by shelling 
Wounded - Sgt Shrubb - Ptes Chesterman & Watts. 
Lt R.R.T. Whitehead who has been appointed 2IC 'B' Coy vice Capt RWB 
Cummins (wounded in action) visits Coy. 
Cpl Klein (D Coy) is wounded by shrapnel and evacuated to local 
R.A.P. 
14 Pl support 2nd attack by 158 Bde - this time from a valley 
between LES VILLAINS and GAVRUS. 

 



 
 
 

2115 
 
 
 

2300 

1 mortar is out of action on first shoot but 3 remaining mortars 
shoot 200 bombs on target. At the end of the shoot the tanks in the 
attack rally on M.P. and there is considerable confusion. 
On a new attack being mounted, 9 & 11 Pls fire on the AVENAY area 
and an average of 50 belts per gun expended. 
5 Pl 'A' Coy remains in harbour at TOURVILLE but at night carries 
out map shoot on EVENAY, 104 belts of amn being fired in 1¾ hours. 
"B" Coy rear HQ subjected to air raid. Anti-personnel bombs are 
dropped. 1 3 ton lorry is damaged. 

 
 
 
 
 

MARCELET 

18 0001 
0200 
2300 

"A" Coy relieved by 9 Manchester Regt & moves to area 905692. 
"B" Coy relieved and proceed to 907688. 
Enemy air activity - Bn HQ location is bombed. One drops by "C" Coy 
rear location (other side of field) damaging water carrier. Another 
drops at entrance to field injuring the guard, Pte Piper, who is 
found to be suffering with a compound fracture of the femur. The 
Signal office is in absolute ruins and the signal clerk is slightly 
injured. 3 m/cs are out of action, two completely destroyed and one 
damaged, and the M.O. is hard at work on Piper's leg. There is a 
queue outside the tent, all slightly injured personnel waiting for 
attention. 
It was very fortunate that we were all well dug in. 
The only secret docs in Signal office at the time were Code Signs. 
These were eventually salvaged. 

 

ST MAUVIEU 
9268 

MARCELET 
934679 

NORREY-EN- 

19 0830 
 
 

1230 

HQ Coy less Bn HQ and 1 Pl move to area S. of NORREY-EN-BESSIN and 
occupy area with B & D Coys. 
Bn HQ move to new location NORREY EN BESSIN and establish themselves 
in a field above HQ, B & D Coys. 
The Bn is situated in this location and having a well deserved rest. 

 

BESSIN 20 1000 Divisional Comd visits Bn and expresses his appreciation of the good 
work the Bn has done in the last OP. He says that he is "Proud to 
have the Bn under his Comd". 
Lt Q.T. Robinson (B Coy) is reappointed T/Capt and takes over 2I.C. 
from Lt R.R.T. Whitehead, who is transferred to A Coy. 

 

 23 1620 
 
 

1800 

Bn move to St Lo area in convoy and join 30 Corps taking over from 5 
US Army Div. 
On reaching dispersal point Coys proceed to following locations:- 
Bn HQ, HQ & C Coys - LIGNEROLLES - 7269. 
A - SALLEN 683618 - B - LA QUEUEMIERIE - 704635 
D - TAC HQ is est N of CAUMONT - 12 & 15 Pls in support of 227 Bde - 
13 & 14 Pls in support of 44 Bde. 
All Pls are allotted D.F. & Counter Mortar tasks. 

 



Bn HQ, HQ & C Coys are in proximity of U.S. aerodrome which is 
frequently shelled. Some land fairly close to location. 

 24  A & B Coy Comds assume the role of assistant Counter-Mortar Officers 
in Div plan. The intention is that as soon as a bomb or shell lands 
in a Bde area, the A/C.M.O. orders immediate retaliation on selected 
targets by 3 Pl's M.M.G.'s, two or more Pls' 4.2" mortars and all 
available 3" mortars. Deliberate retaliation is carried out with the 
aid of artillery on a Divisional scale by Div C.M.O. The Bn has 
taken a defensive role and periodical counter-mortar fire proves to 
be very successful. Lt Livemore (D Coy) has an excellent O.P. in 
CAUMONT from which many shoots are carried out. 

 

 29  A, B & D Coys move to new locations in preparation for OP BLUECOAT 
and are est as follows:- 
A - SEPT VENTS - 693573 - 4 & 5 Pls in Sp of 7 Seaforths on Hill 309 
- 6951 - 3 Pl at 692514. 12 & 15 Pls (D Coy) are in Sp of 227 Bde - 
13 & 14 Pls are under comd of C.R.A. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOULOGNES 
703636 

30  
 

0655 
 
 
 

1730 
 

2355 

B - 8 Pl in sp of 10 HLI 689548 - 6 Pl at 709539 & 7 Pl 706540 both 
in sp of 2 A&SH. 
All 4 Pls (D Coy) are in action in front of first objective - LUTAIN 
WOOD - 693573. 
2nd objective is captured by 227 Bde and all 4 pls are placed in 
support of 46 Bde. 
Bn HQ & HQ Coy move to new location approx 1 mile S. of village of 
FOULOGNES 703636 
Pte H David (D Coy) captures German sniper found lurking in the 
adjoining field to Adv Coy HQ. 

 

 31  
 

1700 

Pte Baker (B Coy) is wounded by a smoke shell canister. 
Advance HQ move up to location of 227 Bde at 704554. 
13 Pl 2I.C's carrier strikes a mine on verge of road. The driver, 
Pte Amelan is wounded in the eye. 
All 4 Pls of D Coy are in action in posns just behind Glasgow 
Highlanders and engage targets from O.Ps. They are also allotted, 
and engaged D.F. tasks. 
14 Pl comes under fire from enemy armoured car. Sgt Barwood returns 
fire by means of a PIAT. This throws the crew into confusion and 
overturns the armoured car. 
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Bn HQ 
FOULOGNES 

1  
 
 

1800 
 
 

1000 
 

1200 

4 & 5 Pls 'A' Coy are in location on Hill 309 MR 6951 - 3 Pl at 
692514. Pls are subjected to heavy shell and mortar fire and 
numerous casualties are sustained. 
5 Pl fire direct on enemy inf who are mounted on tks endeavouring to 
escape from BOIS DU HOMME. Many casualties are inflicted on enemy. 
'C' Coy are located at LE MANOU 706536. 
No 9 Pl engage northern edge of wood and road 7051 - 7151. This Pl 
is still under comd of 8 RS. 
'C' Coy Comd is ordered to co-ordinate DF & CM plan of MMGs and 3" 
mortars after KOSB has attacked and taken up posn SOUTH of BARELIERE 
7052. 
'B' Coy remains in same location. 
All pls of 'D' Coy are subjected to heavy shell fire during which 
Cpl Rowley and Ptes Armitage & Shimell receive serious wounds. 

 

 2 1530 6 Pl move fwd with 2 A & SH and take up posns at 689492. 
7 Pl with 2 Gordons at 694477. 
8 Pl with 10 HLI at 683484. 
46 Bde regroup and 'C' Coy move fwd to area ST LAURE - 9 Pl under 
comd 6 RSF, 11 Pl under comd 6 KOSB. 
'D' Coy less one Pl are now in posns as under :- 
Coy HQ with 227 Bde HQ at 686496. 
12 Pl at 686487 and 13 & 15 Pls at 685485. 

 

ST LAURE 3 1010 
 
 

1700 
 

1900 

'C' Coy Comd informed by BM 44 Bde that a counter attack is being 
made by enemy on to CATHOLLES 7444. 6 RSF Bn Gp is moved up to area 
and No 9 Pl comes under comd operationally. 
Coy Adv HQ moves fwd to 680446. Nos 9 & 11 Pls to 700466 to sp 
attack on LA COUR. 
14 Pl move with 46 Bde to 711453. 

 

 4  
 
 

'A' Coy move to ST PIERRE TARENTIN and Pls take up posns as 
follows:- 
3 Pl - 716412, 4 Pl - 713424, 5 Pl - 710435. Coy HQ - 707460. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, 
the cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



0600 Maj D.A. Phillips is evacuated (Sick) to 193 Fd Amb. Capt H.D. Euren 
assumes comd - Lt K.B. Torrens-Spence takes over 2 IC. 

 5 0700 
 
 

0730 
0900 

 
 
 

1400 
 

2000 
2100 

'B' Coy move fwd and pls take up the following posns:- 
6 Pl - 748427 in sp 2 A & SH. 7 Pl - 767408 in sp 2 Gordons. 8 Pl - 
772413 in sp 10 HLI. 
9 & 11 Pls 'C' Coy take up posns SOUTH of MONTCHARIVEL. 
'D' Coy less 14 Pl move to MONTCHARIVEL area. Coy HQ with 227 Bde - 
758437. 12 Pl - 747423. 13 & 15 Pls 768414, and are allotted 
counter-mortar tasks. 
14 Pl move to 709445 with 46 Bde. 
7 Pl ('B' Coy) who have moved with 2 Gordons are subjected to heavy 
shelling from which 1 OR is killed and 6 wounded. 
6 Pl report 2 casualties wounded. 
8 Pl   "    1      "        " 
4 Pl ('A' Coy) moves into FAA of 9 Cams prior to Bde attaining BOIS 
DES MONTS - Pts 108 - 232, LASSY & LA ROCQUE 

 

 6 0700 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1330 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1600 
1700 

 

12, 13 & 15 Pls ('D' Coy) are ordered to be on truck ready to move 
to LE THEIL on its capture by 10 HLI - thence to engage targets 
southwards. However 227 Bde's attack does not go according to plan 
and orders are issued for 2 of these 3 pls to sp 2 A & SH. Shortly 
afterwards these orders are cancelled and pls are again ordered on 
trucks and later occupy posns as under :- 
12 Pl (in sp of 2 Gordons & 10 HLI) 748380. 
13 & 15 Pls (in sp of 2 A & SH) 764405. 
'A' Coy Comd is called fwd to location 795412 to COs 'O' Gp and 
during his absence Coy area is heavily shelled, resulting in high 
casualties and damaging M/C belonging to 4 Pl. 
'O' Gp decides that Coy will support an attack on high ground area 
795405, by rapid map shoot at 785410 from 1415 - 1430 hrs on to LA 
CHEVALIERE and GURNEY and from 1430-1445 hrs on to pts 232 and 180. 
The shoot is quite successful - but immediately firing ceased a 
heavy concentration of shells fall in gun line - 4 guns are rendered 
inoperative. Sgt Ellison & Pte Barlow are killed and L/Sgts Edwards 
& Mullings, L/Cpl Johnson and Ptes Davis, Bourne & Cheadle are 
wounded. 
9 Cams withdraw to area LA DRURIE 7641 and pl remains in this area 
constantly under enemy shelling. 4 Pl is reduced to one section on 
wheels with 3 tasks - (1) Firing from area 7 Seaforths to CAUERIE X-
rds. (2) Firing WEST. (3) Firing NORTH from area Glas H. 
Adv Coy HQ move to 767427 with 44 Bde Tac HQ. 
'C' Coy move in the "Advance to Contact" with the RS. The original 
intention being a move to VASSY (7932) but the coln is halted by a 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2100 

very strong pocket of resistance at LASSY (7939) where for the first 
time a Bde of the 15th Scottish reluctantly has to withdraw (if only 
for a few yards) to the high ground pts 7840 - 7940 - 7980. A 
defensive posn is now taken up and 227 Bde comes through to the 
right and advances successfully on ESTRY. 25 Pdrs pave the way with 
a terrific weight of fire. Heavy mist obscured the targets. 
Typhoons, Thunderbolts & Spitfires helped the attack. 
Message received at 'B' Coy HQ reporting that Lt L.T. ATKIN has been 
killed. 

 7 0015 
 
 

0300 
 

0830 
 
 

1200 
1300 

O.C. 'B' Coy who, on receipt of message, had gone fwd to confirm the 
tragic news, returns with the information that Lt ATKIN has been 
killed by enemy SA fire whilst fwd on a recce. 
7 Pl ('B' Coy) covers withdrawal of 46 Bde and then withdraws to 
high ground NORTH of AU CORNU with 2 Glas H. 
9 Pl move from R Scots area to LA MOTTE area. 
11 Pl joins the KOSB in the low ground but as the country is of a 
very close nature returns to LA MOTTE. 
Sgt Waite (8 Pl 'B' Coy) takes over comd of 6 Pl. 
6 Pl take 3 prisoners, occupants of a car who were taking a meal to 
the enemy and had taken a wrong turning. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bn HQ 
ST PIERRE 
TARENTIN 
704454 

8 0900 
1130 

 
 

1230 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1300 
0900 

 
1700 

7 Pl ('B' Coy) move fwd and take posn at 745410 and 8 Pl at 748393. 
5 Pl reports a small counter attack - enemy inf and 2 tks are seen 
in area 770400. The tks adv to 769405 and receive direct hits from 
our 17 pdr. The Pl opens up on inf around this location. 
The attack by 44 Bde on ESTRY commences and is supported by 12, 13 & 
15 Pls from 1140 to 1330. 800 bombs are fired on targets of known 
enemy posns SOUTH & SE of ESTRY. 
Whilst going back to collect more bombs, which had been dumped in 
yesterday's posns, 3 carriers of 13 pl encountered some enemy Mk IV 
tanks situated on the X-rds 769405 and approx 768399. The carriers 
are fired on from both directions and all three receive at least 3 
direct hits from the tanks 75 mm guns, killing Sgt Godfrey and Pte 
Gleave, and wounding L/Cpl Tatt. 
Bn HQ move to new location at ST PIERRE TARENTIN 704454. 
9 & 11 Pls move to 745400 to carry out indirect shoot on L'ARTHIEL 
in sp of 44 Bde's attack on ESTRY. 
We now have expended 134 belts since opening fire at 1230. 

 

 9 1200 
 
 
 
 

The farmer at Bn HQ's location reports that there is a "Bosche" in 
hiding in his barn. This is doubted as we are quite a distance 
behind the front. Nevertheless an extensive search is made and does 
not bear any results. The farmer still insists that the German is in 
hiding and in order to pacify him we again search. This time with 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1015 
1130 

 
1800 

the aid of a dog. It is incredible that a man could be hiding in the 
barn but sure enough he is, for Pte Turner's attention is attracted 
to the dog who is sniffing at a certain board on the barn floor. The 
German is underneath and is dragged out by the Provost Sgt & 
stripped. A guard is then placed over him. One of our fellows knows 
a smattering of German and with some little difficulty we glean that 
he is 23 years old and is a telephone operator. He had been living 
on raw eggs for two days. A camera was found near him and one film 
had been exposed. This together with the German is taken to the 
nearest PW Cage. 
'B' Coy HQ move to 744424. 
Maj W.D. Ellis returns fighting fit and takes over comd of Coy from 
T/Maj J.B. Redman. 
Coy HQ ('C') move to MONTCHAMP. 
As the Division is now ordered to defend the posns they hold, 
counter mortar activity becomes very much more prominent and during 
the day and night 'D' Coy is kept busy with counter mortar shoots. 

 10  Maj Redman takes over comd of 'C' Coy vice Maj Phillips who is 
evacuated owing to sickness. 
Coys remain in same locations and occasional c/m fire is called for. 

 

 11  Nothing of interest to record.  
 12  It is now agreed that MMG Coy Comds are not in a posn to do A/CMOs 

duties. 
 

 13 0500 
1430 
1700 

'A' Coy move to harbour area at Orchard 9860. 
'C' Coy concentrate at ST PIERRE TARENTIN 707750. 
'D' Coy move to area in which Bn HQ is situated. 
No 9 Pl ('C' Coy) report incident of Polish deserter surrendering on 
gun line. On being questioned he said that five of them had deserted 
during our artillery bombardment. These Poles are continually 
looking for Allied tps to surrender to and they are completely 
unarmed. 

 

 14  Bn HQ and 'D' Coy proceed to new location on CAEN Sector - MAIZET 
948576. The Division has come under comd of 12 Corps. 

 

 15  'A' Coy move to new location 005495. 
Bn is not at the moment partaking in any operational role. 

 

 17 2100 Bn HQ, HQ & 'D' Coys move to CINGAL 026481.  
 18  CRA opens series of lectures and demonstrations with 'D' Coy with 

the object of bringing mortars on to their lines of fire with 
greater accuracy. 3 RA officers are att to Coy for instruction 
purposes. 

 

 19 -
25 

 Bn takes up defensive role during this period, and advances 5 - 6 
miles each 2 or 3 days. 

 



FALAISE 25  Bn HQ, HQ & D Coy prepare to "Go as far fwd as they can". 
'A' Coy with 46 Bde - 'B' - 227 Bde - 'C' with 44 Bde. 
This policy is used throughout the Div. 
After a day of slow movement in convoy Bn HQ, HQ & D Coys pass 
through BERNAY where their vehicles are bedecked with flowers and 
the troops are given cider. There is much fraternising as the enemy 
had only been gone that same day. 
Bn harbours for the night just beyond BERNAY. 

 

 26 1100 Bn HQ, HQ & D Coys move fwd to COMBON. 
The Division is now given the role of forming a bridgehead over the 
R SEINE, with certain objectives. When these are taken 12 Corps will 
come through and break out of the bridgehead. 

 

LOUVIERS 
258920 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 

1830 

Bn move to LOUVIERS in preparation for the crossing. 
We are almost overlooking the river and are located on the road 
running parallel with the SEINE. The enemy has been seen across the 
river, and in the afternoon all Coys take up posns on the side of 
the hill, 36 MGs open up and fire across the valley to the high 
ground over the river. They are firing as fast as they can. They are 
also supported by the mortars. 
An attempt is made to cross the river by infantry and after a while 
a crossing is made with very few casualties. 

 

 28  All Pls are now across the SEINE and the enemy is in full flight.  
 29  Lieut Gerrard, 'D' Coy organises a small party comprising his OP 

personnel to investigate the wood at 314955. 3 men of the SS Adolf 
Hitler Div are captured after a short action during which a grenade 
is thrown at Lieut Gerrard which fortunately fails to explode. 

 

 31  The objectives are taken with comparatively small opposition and a 
bridgehead established over the SEINE. 
Corps has started to come through and the Bn is given the role of 
Bridge maintenance troops. 
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 1st.  The following account is sent in by O.C. 11 Pl "C" Coy:- 
"On 31st Aug, 11 Pl participated in the capture of 6 Germans, who, 
for 2 days, had been in hiding in a haystack not 500 yards from No 2 
section's Gun posn. The sec must have been under observation 
continuously but the enemy showed no action. They were disarmed & 
captured by Lt Gerrard with a mortar sec from No 12 Pl, after a few 
bursts of L.M.G. fire. 
One of the prisoners, an SS, tried to get away but he was shot at 
and wounded. Lt Gerrard took them all to a P.W. Cage in his carrier. 
On the same day Lt Gerrard was informed by French patriots of an 
enemy posn near HOUVILLE 3697. 
Taking with him his Cpl Dvr Op and armed with an L.M.G. he proceeded 
to this posn and fired 4 magazines after which the enemy frantically 
waved their white flag. This added another 6 to the list. 

 

LYONS-LA-
FORET 

3rd  Bn HQ advances a short distance and harbours in area LYONS-LA-FORET. 
A Coy move to area GOURNAY. 

 

 4th  After another short move Bn HQ, HQ & D Coys harbour in area 
HAUGOURT. 
A Coy moves 20 miles forward to area ROMESCAMPS. The roads in this 
part of France are very bad - half cobbled. 

 

 
 
 
 

ECOUVRES 

5th  A memorable day to all. A distance of approx 75 miles is covered 
after being on the road all day. Wherever we go there are smiles of 
welcome, waving of hands, whilst gifts of apples & tomatoes are 
showered on us. 
Bn eventually harbours at ECOUVRES NR. FERVENT. 
"C" Coy harbour west of ST POL at 123088 
"A" Coy is with 46 Bde and form part of a "task force" for "mopping 
up operations" and harbours for the night at SABY. 

 

 6.  
 

1800 

On the road again and approaching the frontier of Belgium. Our 
reception everywhere is amazing. 
Crossing the Franco-Belgian frontier. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared in 
manuscript. 



Our job in France is finished. The Bn has had some very hard 
fighting to do before this triumphant entry into Belgium. It may 
well feel proud in that it shared an important part in the 
liberation of France. 
A Coy harbour approx 5 miles Sth of COURTRAI. 
Clearing operations take place against small enemy resistance 
astride road to COURTRAI, on move up. 
C Coy take up posns near COURTRAI. 
Bn HQ, HQ & D Coys harbour for the night in orchard near village of 
WARCOING. 
The Division is a long way in rear of fwd line of 2nd Army's advance 
and the Bde's job on these moves is to protect the flanks, as there 
are numerous enemy pockets remaining in the wake of this great 
advance. Bn HQ, HQ & D Coy move in the rear of 15 Division, whilst A 
B C Coys are with their respective Bdes pushing ahead until contact 
is made with an enemy force. 
It is then dealt with and so the advance continues. 

 7  D Coy receive orders that they will sp 44 Bde when & if required. 
Enemy reported on rd COURTRAI - AVELGHEM at HEESTERT and Bde is 
ordered to move up Sth of canal. 
A Coy are ordered to have 3 & 4 pls in sp of 2 Glas H. and to hold 
AUDENARDE, 5 pl at high feature north of HEESTERT in sp of 9 Cams. 
Enemy column of eight vehicles tried to break through 4 Pls posn 
during the afternoon. Pl shoot up 1st car carrying 2 officers, also 
a lorry, killing 4 of the occupants & wounding 7. The next 3 vehs 
manage to get through and are captured by 2 Glas H in AUDENARDE. The 
last 3 vehs manage to turn round and get away. Enemy then tries 
trick of white flag of surrender, and then open fire. There are no 
casualties to the pl. Sgt McKenzie kills one German soldier within 
30 yds of section posn, who was about to throw a grenade. 
Clearing up continues until dark. After which 5 pl is placed in a 
defensive posn to cover approaches across canal between 9 Cams in 
AVELGHEM and 7 Seaforths in KERKHOVE. 
A Coy HQ is est at BERCHEM. 
Bde Gp captures approx 800 prisoners. 

 

 8  44 Bde with D Coy still in sp are moved to occupy posns further 
along the R. LYS from excl COURTRAI to PLAATSE. 
12 Pl who are under comd of 8 RS occupy posns on the main COURTRAI-
GHENT Rd at HARLEBEKE. On occupying these posns the pl captures 2 
prisoners and later another 23 come in. 

 

 9 0800 A Coy move to farm just west of WAEREGHEM. 
Coy HQ move to area OOSTERZEELE 10 miles to S of GHENT. 

 



2 Glas H with 3 pl in sp are ordered to assist in clearing GHENT. 3 
Pl move to centre of GHENT to assist in street fighting. It is 
impossible for the carriers to cross the canal until late at night 
when bridge will be repaired by sappers. 
C Coy take up posns in following areas:- 
     Adv Coy HQ     882561 
         9 Pl       878592 
         10 Pl      923638 
         11 Pl      937671 
B Coy are situated as follows:- 
     7 Pl in sp of 2 A&SH at MACHALEAN 
     8 Pl in sp of 10 HLI (1 section at DEURLE: 1 section S.W. of 
GHENT) 
     6 Pl in sp of 2 Gordons - all covering canal crossings 

 
 
 

LONDERZEEL 

10 0800 
 
 

0830 

The advance continues. 
C Coy move to area 680692 N. of BRUSSELS, having covered a distance 
of approx 43 miles. 
Bn HQ, HQ & D Coy advance to LONDERZEEL 
Being the first troops to enter the town, we are given a great 
welcome. Flags of all kinds are displayed and a miniature fete takes 
place supported by a brass band to which the people sing & dance. 

 

 11  14 Pl move to join 46 Bde N. of LONDERZEEL - 
12 pl in the evening join 44 Bde E. of LONDERZEEL and are ordered to 
move under their respective Bdes. 

 

 12  
 
 
 
 
 
 

0700 
 

1700 

D Coy HQ & 13 & 15 pls move with Bn HQ to area N of HASSELT. 
Meanwhile 12 pl cross the ALBERT CANAL with 44 Bde. They carry out a 
considerable number of shoots which include the town of GHEEL. 
14 Pl are also across with 46 Bde. 
B Coy move to HUMBEEK N. of BRUSSELS. 
7 pl is detached to sp 1 coy of 2 Gordons in posn covering lock 
gates on ALBERT CANAL near OOLEN. 
"C" Coy pass through MALINES to S. of ALBERT CANAL at 043808. 11 
Belts are expended in this posn by 10 pl. 
Coy then continues to area around GHEEL 058873 - 11 Pl NE with KOSB 
- 9 Pl NW with R.S. - 10 Pl in reserve S. of GHEEL. 

 

 13 1700 GHEEL being occupied 'C' Coy move to 058873. 
12 Pl D Coy move up through GHEEL to RETHY in sp of 44 Bde. 

 

 14  13 Pl are now placed in sp of 227 Bde and move to a posn N. of MOLL. 
15 Pl is sent fwd to main GHEEL-TURNHOUT road in sp of 8 RS. 
During the afternoon the C.R.A. issues orders that certain targets 
on N. side of the JUNCTION CANAL are to be registered by means of an 
air O.P. 

 



12 & 15 pls are selected for this task and it is arranged for 12 pl 
to register first. 
The pilot fails to recognise the first & second targets, but the 
third and fourth are registered satisfactorily. 
Division move to ALBERT CANAL taking over bridge-head from 53 Div. 

 15. 0230 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 

1230 

It is planned for 6 R.S.F. to go through GHEEL and cross the 
JUNCTION CANAL. To give the required support 12 Pl are moved at 0230 
hrs to join 15 Pl in area just S. of the JUNCTION CANAL on the GHEEL 
TURNHOUT road. 
O.C. 12 pl reports to O.C. 6 R.S.F. 
Capt Livemore (O.C. 12 pl) then crosses the canal taking with him 
his 22 set (manhandled by 6 men). 
He establishes his O.P. in a mill on the far side from where he 
controls the fire of both 12 & 15 pls. 
Some very heavy and effective shooting is carried out on enemy 
counter attacks. 
During the day Capt Livemore does excellent work from his OP which 
is continually under heavy fire and really a death trap, remaining 
there until it is set on fire. He also accounts for 6 of the enemy 
who are around his post, by means of a sniper's rifle. 

 

 18  7 pl (B Coy) in Sp of 2 Gordons cross canal at night in assault 
craft - the intention being to widen bridgehead. 1½ mile long carry 
is involved. 
C Coy move to MOLL area and pls occupy posns as follows:- 
9 Pl - 173933  10 Pl - 159937 - 11 Pl 171952. 
11 Pl is in a factory on the canal bank, from where they can see the 
enemy quite distinctly. They are ordered not to fire except in the 
event of major enemy crossings. Numerous counter attacks occur 
throughout the day that are all successfully repelled. 

 

 19.  Guns of 7 Pl are now sited in outer perimeter on bridgehead and are 
subjected to heavy mortar fire. Pl comd and 1 O.R. are wounded by SA 
fire. During the night the bridgehead is evacuated - 8 pl assisting 
10 HLI to cover the withdrawal. 

 

 21 0700 To conform with the evacuation of the bridgehead by 227 Bde and the 
taking over of the south bank of the canal by another formation, 12 
& 15 pls come out of action and harbour just sth of GHEEL. Meanwhile 
the remainder of the Bn proceeds to the EINDHOVEN area in HOLLAND. D 
Coy HQ moves in Bde column and Bn HQ is est in area just S.W. of 
EINDHOVEN. 
44 Bde is relieved by 7 ARMD Div & C Coy move with them to area of 
RIETHOVEN near LUMMEL. 
B Coy move to VELTHOVEN. 

 



 22  B Coy move to conc area on Northern outskirts of EINDHOVEN. Whilst 
in this area General Dempsey visits Coy HQ. 
The enemy has had time to prepare strong posns along railway N of 
EINDHOVEN to the extent of digging himself in between the sleepers 
and under the rolling stock. 
Coys are now in the following posns:- 
A in BEST area & covering EINDHOVEN-BOXTEL rly embankment Coy HQ 
being est at 383278, B pls sited on Sth bank of WILHELMINA CANAL. 
C - 10 pl across the canal in the area of BEST at 385262 engaging 
targets in the VLEUT area. 
D - less 12 & 15 pls are on E. of main EINDHOVEN-BOXTEL road Sth of 
canal. 
12 & 15 pls remain in harbour at GHEEL with 227 Bde. 

 

 25  
2100 

Lt Gerrard (D Coy) promoted rank of Capt. 
All weapons of 44 Bde fire 2 mins rapid as a propaganda shoot. 13 pl 
fire 120 mortar bombs in this time. 

 

 27.  D Coy HQ move to area east of STEENWEG 387274. During the night 44 
Bde carry out successful attack on large wood N of DONNERDONCK 
capturing about 100 PW. This attack is supported by 13 pl. 

 

NIJNSEL 
4330 

28  Bn HQ moves to village of NIJNSEL 4330 and are est in cemetery.  

 29  A Coy HQ moves to 383278 - B Coy HQ moves to area East of PRINZHOEF.  
 30  4 Pl is placed under comd 53 Div.  
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AARLE 
549258 

1st.  The Bn adopts revised methods for compilation of the War Diary. As 
far as possible 2 copies of op. orders, instructions etc are now set 
aside specifically for the War Diary but, in the case of documents 
received, whenever there is only one copy available it is retained 
for use with the War Diary Original. In view of this Bn's widely 
dispersed activities and continual changes of plan it is not found 
possible to rely on operational documents to "paint the picture" and 
the narrative merely an explanatory link between phrases. 

 

 3rd  4 Pl rejoins A Coy from 53 Div.  
 4th  Bn HQ when relief by 1/7th Bn of 51 Div is complete moves to rest 

area in AARLE and for 15 days normal administration is carried on 
from a pleasant orchard at 549258. Good use is made of this period 
by whole Bn especially the M.T. side. All vehicles are being 
overhauled and repainted where necessary. 

 

 6th  All officers of Bn attend lecture given by Div Comd at GEMERT. APPX "D" 
 16th 2150 1 Mx Operation Order No1 for OP SIRIUS issued Folio (4) 
 18th 1645 

 
 

1800 

Orders received for "B" Coy less one Pl to come under comd of "C" 
Coy 1 Mx who will be in sp of 227 Bde taking over from 51 (Div) on 
general line BEST 3626 - ODERNADE 4232. 
Orders received for a pl of "B" Coy to join 8 R.S. the following 
morning. 8 Pl comd is ordered to report to HQ 8RS GEMERT 5780 and 
his pl to R.V. there at 191200 hrs. 
Op SIRIUS cancelled on 17th. 
B Coy Comd attends conference at Bde HQ and orders & traces are 
issued for pending OP. 
Experiments carried out by B Coy with a view to laying a M.M.G. in 
half light by putting luminous paint on sights. So far it is not 
successful. 

 
 
OP SIRIUS 44 Bde O.O. 
No1 
APPX "E" Folio (5) 

 19th  
 
 

Owing to poor weather and much rain the entrance to Bn HQ is turned 
into a quagmire and we are forced to move to "HARD STANDINGS" in 

 
 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared in 
manuscript. 



 
 

0845 
 

0900 
 
 

0915 
 
 

1100 
1330 
1500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1700 
 
 

1800 

area of factory at 554257. All vehicles are on hard ground and 
troops who wish to be, are under cover. 
O.C. "C" Coy proceeds to recce area of BEST Bdge and contacts "D" 
Coy 1/7 MX & 51 Div RE. 
2 IC "D" Coy attends conference at Bn HQ and receives orders to send 
2 pls to sp 227 Bde who are relieving 51 Div. 
12 & 15 pls are warned to move out with "B" Coy to a posn at 394286. 
O.C. B Coy proceeds to 227 Bde HQ where he is met by C.O. and given 
the following orders:- 
6 pl to sp 10 HLI - 7 Pl to sp 2 Gordons 
"C" Coy move off under 2 IC via HELMOND - EINDHOVEN 
"B" Coy move to 414288 
"C" Coy arrive in area of ACHT 404226 
9 Pl occupy BEST Bdge 
During the take over the large amount of traffic over bridge brings 
down shell & mortar fire from enemy. 2 Cas are sustained to outgoing 
unit 
The pl is acting in an inf role, its task being the immediate 
protection of the bdge. 
Carriers are left on S. side of canal 
10 pl are in similar posns at 380244 and carry out same role. 
11 pl takes over from a pl 1/7 MX in BATA shoe factory with the 
primary task of supporting 9 CAMS in their posn just East of rly & 
BEST. 
6 Pl take up posn at 391294 - 7 pl are at 402311. 
D.F task given to pls. Direct fire not possible owing to close 
nature of the country. 
Sitrep is received from Capt Livemore stating that he is responsible 
for enemy ground W. of BEST (occupied by 9 Cams) and has therefore 
taken up posn at 388259. D.F. task now given out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
227 Bde move order 17 
APPX "E" Folio (6) 
 
 

 20th 0900 12 & 15 pls move to 383268 and cover BEST-VLEUT Rd. 
7 Pl carry out harassing shoots on call from 2 GORDONS. 

 
APPX "E" 

 21st 0630 "C" Coy Comd contacts Bty comd L.A.A. and arrangements are made for 
the Bty to assist in defence of bridge should necessity arise. 

Folio (8) 

 22nd 1200 10 & 11 Pls exchange posns & tasks. 
O.C. visits right hand Coy of Princess Irene Regt. Dutch Bde and 
arranges linking up patrol between them and pls in BATA factory. 

 

 23rd 1115 Enemy observed digging in before 2 GORDONS posn. 
7 Pl are called upon to bring fire to bear. Task is completed in 12 
minutes - result uncertain. 

 

 24th 1000 
 
O.C. "C" Coy attends Bde 'O' Group.  

 



1100 
 

1400 
 
 
 
 
 

1630 
 

1730 
 
 

2100 
 

2115 

O.C. "B" Coy visits 8 pl in area of DINTHER 4441, SE of 
HERTOGENBOSCH. 
Infm received that Coy will revert to 44 Bde and O.C to attend O 
Group at that HQ. 
Enemy has pulled out. 
8 RSF with 1 tank sqn & 1 Pl MMG are ordered to OIRSCHOT 3125. Coy 
HQ move to 383278. 7 Pl join KOSB & 8 pl join R.S. - 12 & 15 pls (D 
Coy) remain in posn in sp of 44 Bde. 
2IC called to Bn HQ and received orders to send one Pl to sp each 44 
& 46 Bdes. 
12 Pl joins 44 Bde in posn just East of BEST. 
14 Pl with 46 Bde off main BEST road just South of WILHELMINA Canal. 
Move order received from 46 Bde. 
Coy Comd attends Bde O Group and receives orders for forthcoming op 
on 25th. 
B Coy Comd attends O Gp and receives orders for the advance on 
TILBURG. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPX "E" 
Folio (7) 
 
APPX 'E' Folio (9) 
 
APPX 'E' Folio (10) 

 25th 0800 
0900 

 
0930 
1000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1230 
 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 
 

3 pl move with 2 Glas H forming advance guard. 
A Coy less 3 pl and incl Hy Mortar Pl move at head of Bde column. 
Rapid advance delayed only by enemy demolitions. 
D Coy HQ move from HELMOND area to 406224 
13 pl in sp of KOSB and 44 Bde, move off with their marching column 
along the towpath of WILHELMINA Canal to the ultimate objective - 
Bridge 207277. This is reached after a difficult journey but without 
interference by the enemy. 
14 Pl are kept in 46 Bde reserve and move off in the morning in Bde 
column with A Coy - The column being on the main axis BEST-OIRSCHOT-
MOERGESTEL and harbour for the night at 229309. 
12 & 15 pls are still in sp of 227 Bde who have come into Div 
reserve. In order to keep main axis clear this Bde Gp moves to its 
harbour area NOTEL - via URICKHOVEN. 
Advance guard on Bridge MOERGESTEL 
3 pl in action covering eastern approaches to town. 
7 Seaforths are to pass through and take OIRSCHOT 
4 Pl taken out of Bde column 
Mortar pl in action base plated posn 234334 firing in sp of 2 Glas 
H. 
B Coy HQ move to MOTERWIJK just N. of OIRSCHOT. 
KOSB with 7 Pl under comd advance along N Side of WILHELMINA Canal 
from BEST 3726 to BIEST 2026. 7 Pl then takes up posns at 205276 
covering N. Bank of canal towards TILBURG. 

 



 
 
 

2100 

8 RS with 8 pl advance to OIRSCHOT 3125 without encountering enemy 
resistance and harbour at 217258 
6 pl are in harbour with 'C' Coy 8 R.S.F. at SPOORDONK 288274. 
44 Bde O.O. No 1 received. 

 26th 0600 
 
 
 
 

0800 
 

1100 
 
 
 

1145 
1200 

 
 
 

1630 
 

1730 

3 Pl A Coy ordered to F.A.A. at 225326 and move with 2 Glas H. 
4 Pl sp 7 SEAFORTHS' assault and cross river at first light, firing 
on road N. from rly at 221431. Crossing of canal is successful and 
area W. of town of OOSTERWIJK is cleared as far as rly. 3 pl cross 
with 2 GH. 
5 Pl in action in area 189318 firing N.W and covering crossing of 
River STROUM. 
44 Bde Gp concs in area S & SE of VINKENBURG 2229, prior to crossing 
Class 40 Bdge at BIEST 2026 - HILVARENBEEK 1924. This is crossed in 
the afternoon and "B" Coy HQ is est at 213263 with 6 & 7 pls at 
VOORT 2519 and 8 pl at HILVARENBEEK. 
"C" Coy move to area MOERGESTEL 
Pls are under following comds:- 
9 - 10 HLI - 10 - 2 GORDONS - 11 - 2 A&SH. 
13 pl is ordered to move South of canal but owing to extensive 
minefields on Sth Bank, the Pl eventually cross in 44 Bde column. 
A Coy Comd moves 1 sec 4 Pl to face N. from rly line - D.F. fire 
tasks (as per trace) 
B pl harbour in area 180254 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPX "J" Folio (6) 

 27th 0830 
 
 
 
 

1500 

Co-ord conference at HILVARENBEEK 1924. 
As a result of this conference, pls take up posns along canal. 
A Coy finding little opposition cross the canal 
B Coy overcome minor resistance and 6 Pl enter outskirts of TILBURG 
and take up def posn at 182311. 
TILBURG reported clear of enemy. 
Coys are ordered to harbour at night in their present locations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
APPX "E" 

 28th 0700 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coys ordered to occupy TILBURG. In order to carry this out the heavy 
transport has to be ferried across the canal. 
All are enthusiastically welcomed by civil population. 
 
Whilst this operation was being carried out an attack is staged by 
the enemy with the suspected objectives of DEURNE 6520 - ASTEN 6113 
and LIEROP 5615. In this attack he is not wholly successful although 
he does manage to cross the Canal de Deurne, recapture MEIJEL and 
LIESEL and advance along the ASTEN rd to approx 645100. It is in 
view of this attack that the division does a rapid turn around and 
almost immediately TILBURG is safely in our hands, the first units 
leave for the eastern side of the Salient. 

Folio (11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPX "E" 
Folio (12) 



1800 "C" Coy leave TILBURG and arrive ASTEN 1930 hrs. 
 29th 0045 

0700 
0730 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1500 

"B" Coy receive order to move to DEURNE 6520 
Coy arrive at new location. 
Rep from Bde visits O.C. 'B' Coy with information that the enemy has 
broken through at LIESEL and is advancing on this axis towards 
DEURNE. 
The following def posns are then taken:- 
7 Pl flank protection role with KOSB at 685178 
6 Pl in def localities of 6 RSF 
8 Pl in def localities of 8 RS both at 896418 
6 & 8 pls move with their respective Bns to area ACHTERBOSCH - 
RINKVELT, 6 pl remaining conc. 
3 pl A Coy (with 2 GH) come under comd vice 7 pl during the night. 
"C" Coy take up posns in def of ASTEN and relieve US forces during 
night. 9 & 11 pls being astride rd 623128 - 2 A&SH area - 10 pl in 
reserve. 

 

 30th  
 
 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 

1000 
 
 

1100 
 

1300 
 
 
 
 
 

1400 

4 Pl move with 7 Seaforths on main axis to area N. of LOON 6615 
under heavy shelling & mortar fire. Pl in action 1 section W of rd 
665155 firing Sth. 1 sec on 30.7 contour at 669154. 
This section is under direct observation from the enemy and all 
movement is fired on by 3 Spandau posts and light mortars. All 
movement necessitates a crawl of approx 400 yds to the gun posns. 
3 Pl take up posns at 665137 and in doing this are continually under 
shell fire resulting in 11 casualties. This means that the pl Comd 
is only able to place one sec into action. 
13 Pl move to 652137 E of RINKVELD in sp of 6 R.S.F. 
3 Pl Comd whilst on recce observes enemy forming up for counter 
attack on SLOT 6713. 
Enemy counter attacks & both sections of pl suffer serious 
casualties. 
L/Sgt Percy's section is firing carrier action covering gap between 
right & left fwd Coys. 
Enemy advances through gap and come under heavy fire from L/Sgt 
Percy's carrier. In spite of this they reach a point approx 100 yds 
from section. Immediately they take cover and one of the S.P. begins 
to fire at Section, killing L/Sgt Percy & injuring 2 ORs in carrier. 
The attack is successfully beaten off. 
8 Pl take up posns at 655139 and 6 pl at 653137 preparing to engage 
harassing targets in area of SLOT. 
15 Pl joins 12 pl at 636108 just S.E. of HEUSDEN. 
All day long these pls are engaged in counter Mortar work and expend 
480 bombs. 

 



 31st  
 
 
 

0830 
 
 
 
 
 

1830 

6 & 8 pls remain in present posns to sp by harassing fire the 
clearing of wood at 6512 to the Southern edge. 
11 pl move up in sp of 2 A&SH to area 640123 - 10 pl being heavily 
shelled - 1 gun K.O. - 1 casualty. 
7 Seaforths attack LIESEL 6614 with 4 Pl in sp from 669154. 
9 Cams attack South with objective LOONSCHE BAAN 6714 - 6814. 
7 Pl "B" Coy in sp and firing on L. flank 
5 Pl in action at 675151 
7 Pl move fwd with 6 KOSB who attack SLOT 
Objective not achieved until dark. 
O.C. "A" Coy attends O Gp at HQ 46 Bde 

 
 
 
APPX "E" 
Folio (13) 
 
 
 
 
APPX "E" 
Folio (14) 
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LIEROP 
971156 

1st 0645 
0900 

 
 
 
 

1100 
1200 

7 pl B Coy move fwd and go into action at 678136. 
Attack by 9 Cameronians with 4 & 5 pls A Coy supporting, plus 14 pl 
D Coy with mortars. 
A Coy HQ is est at 666154 - 3 pl brought into harbour with Coy to 
reorganise. 5 pl A Coy move to LIESEL in sp of 2 G.H. - 7 Pl B Coy 
advance with 6 KOSB to HUTTEN 685125 - opposition encountered. 
3 pl who have been under comd B Coy revert to comd A Coy. 
B Coy HQ move to 665145 - 6 pl move to 6814. 
O.C. C Coy arranges tasks for 9 and 10 pls - 9 pl who are in area 
640098 - task - Arc of fire in southerly direction and fixed lines 
on tracks at right 634093 - left 645085 - 10 pl are in area 644111 - 
D.F. and harassing tasks in front of 2 Gordons. 
12 & 15 mortar pls remain on D.F. tasks on call from 2 Gordons and 
10 HLI firing 320 bombs. 
13 pl D Coy are in posn in sp of 8 R.S. 
14 pl D Coy move to area 665138 and then to N of LIESEL in sp of 9 
Cams & 7 Seaforth. 

 

 2nd 0001 
0600 

 
 

0930 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pl who have been under comd A Coy, revert to comd B Coy. 
5 pl A Coy sp 2 G.H. attack on HEITRAK firing from previous posn - 
Army Film Unit is present during this shoot. 14 pl D Coy gives R 
flank protection. 
44 Bde advance along main axis LIESEL - MEIJEL 7006. During this 
advance 6 & 7 Pls B Coy take up posns at 694115 and 696108 
respectively, covering right flank. 
Success signal received - 5 pl A Coy move fwd to 692118 dominating 
canal between HUTTEN and HEITRAK. D.F. tasks fixed - 14 pl move to 
area SLOT. 44 Bde continue to advance south - 5 pl under 
intermittent shell fire. 4 Pl A Coy are ordered to move R hand 
section to fire E of track running S.W. from 695145 to track junc at 
696135. 
12 & 15 Pls D Coy remain in sp as a battery of 227 Bde. 

 
 
 
 
44 Bde O.O. No.2 dtd 1 
Nov 44 
APPX D Folio 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46 Bde Op.Instr. No 14 
dtd 1 Nov 44 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared in 
manuscript. 
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1430 
 

1500 

13 pl D Coy now under comd of 6 RSF and move to area N of HEITRAK at 
694114 
12 & 15 pls D Coy move to 649100 - 13 pl continue in sp of 44 Bde 
and move into a posn S of SLOT at 675133. They first engage a bridge 
at HOOGEBRUG and a known enemy posn. 

Appx D Folio 6 

 3rd 0730 
 
 
 

2000 

7 pl B Coy move to posn at 698089 taking up direct fire in sp of 6 
KOSB. 
8 pl B Coy remain in existing role - 6 pl B Coy move to 693108 in sp 
of 6 RSF. 
Heavy direct counter mortar retaliation - A duel is fought out with 
an enemy hy mortar gp whose location is effectively pin-pointed and 
after 2100 hrs no further enemy firing is heard. This action was 
carried out by 13 pl D Coy. 

 
 
 
 
 
44 Bde O.O. No 3 dtd 3 
Nov 44 
Appx D Folio 7 

 4th 0730 
 
 

0900 

44 Bde attack - 46 Bde alter dispositions to take over from 44 Bde. 
13 & 15 pls D Coy continue firing on woods east of HOF. 
4 pl A Coy fire on enemy trying to cross canal. 
15 pl move off from Coy harbour area in sp of 44 Bde and take up 
posns just N of NEERKANT 697096. 

 

 5th 1000 
 
 

1300 
1700 

4 pl A Coy move to new posns at 763099 - 1 section firing north, 
dominating canal bank and ground west between fwd locations of Bde 
and another section firing S.E. giving right flank protection. 
3 pl A Coy in action at 685145 
Right hand section 4 pl in action - rest of front fairly quiet - 
O.C. A Coy fixes tasks for night. 
7 pl B Coy move to 698085 - 8 pl move to 703097 and later in the day 
are relieved by 3 pl A Coy. 

 
 
 
 
Trace: Appx J Folio 80 ) 
46(H)Bde O.O. No 14 dtd) 
4 Nov 44               ) 
46(H)Bde Sitrep 051630A) 

 6th  
 
 
 
 

0800 

11 pl C Coy are ordered to move as part of 2 A&SH - Gp to take up 
posns in area OSPEL 6605 and to take over from U.S. Battle Gp. 
7 & 8 pls B Coy remain in existing roles - 6 pl in sp of 6 RSF move 
to area 6610 to cover axis MEIJEL - ASTEN 
7 Seaforth to drive enemy back across canal at 719090. 
H - Hour. 
Attack sptd by 13 & 15 pls D Coy and 4 pl A Coy - 13 pl fire on 
canal junc 719090 - attack is successful. 

                       ) 
                       ) 
                       ) 
46(H)Bde Sitrep 061630A) 

 7th 1100 11 Pl, C Coy take up posn in copse 664051 - It was found impossible 
to take over from U.S. Forces as there were no properly organised 
posns and it was therefore decided to take up new ones. 

 
46(H)Inf Bde 071630A 
Sitrep. 

 8th  Remainder of C Coy move as part of 227 Bde Gp to area MOOSTDIJK 6908 
and NEERKANT - Coy HQ is est at LIESEL 6617. Coy takes over B Coys 
Posns. As 227 are relieving 44 Bde, the mortars come under direct 
control of the former Bde. 

46 Bde Op Instr No 15 
dtd 8 Nov 44 
46 Bde Sitrep 081630A 
Trace: Appx J Folio 8. 



B Coy less 6 pl conc in area ASTEN with Coy HQ est at 601148 pls 
resting at 615147 - 6 pl remains in existing role with 6 RSF. 

 9th  B Coy less 6 pl at rest. 
9 & 10 pls C Coy remain in posns at 698085 and 691094. 
12 & 15 pls D Coy remain in sp of 227 Bde - 14 pl with 46 Bde and 13 
pl at rest at D Coy HQ. 

46(H)Inf Bde 091630A 
 
Appx D Folios 
11,12,13,14. 

 10th 1500 
 
 
 
 

1530 

44 Bde Gp less 1 Bn relieved 227 Bde GP less 1 Bn. This entails 7 & 
8 pls taking up their original posns. 8 pl is relieved by day and 7 
pl by night, 6 pl remaining in existing role. 
C Coy less 11 pl are relieved by B Coy in LIESEL area and return to 
rest N of ASTEN. 
5 pl A Coy relieves 4 pl who proceed to rest area. 

 
 
 
 
46(H) Bde Sitrep 
101600A. 

 11th  7 reinforcements (Ptes) arrive at A Coy HQ. 
12 Pl mortars remain in location of D Coy HQ at rest. 
13 pl remain in sp of 8 RS but are not called upon to fire. This 
also applies to 14 pl who are still with 46 Bde. 
15 pl continue in direct sp of 6 KOSB and fire once at scale 1 on 
observed enemy movement - Coy HQ remains in same location. 
11 pl C Coy carries out shoots on observed targets picked up by 
infantry. 
7 pl B Coy come under considerable shell and mortar fire - 1 Dvr Op 
is wounded - a loss which the Coy can ill afford as it is so 
difficult to replace these tradesmen. 

 
 
 
 
46(H)Inf Bde Sitrep 
111630A. 
 
 
 
 
Appx D. Folios 15 & 16 

 12 1415 
1545 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

12 pl is detailed to relieve 14 pl in sp of 46 Bde. 
4 pl relieve 3 pl. 
5 pl are on call to 2 Glas H from 1630 - 1800 hrs on enemy at bridge 
715101. C Coy Comd informed by B.M. that relief of 11 pl (with A&SH) 
will take place night 13/14 Nov, but owing to traffic restriction 
over the bridge 616023 it is not possible to carry out the relief at 
this time, without a complete inter-platoon exchange of guns, 
vehicles, carriers, etc., and it is therefore decided that 10 pl 
should move on the night of the 12th and harbour east of the canal 
bridge. 
10 pl C Coy leaves rest area. 
An artillery officer from a Four Pen Recording Unit visits 15 pl 
with his section, in order to give his men experience in 
distinguishing between the sound of enemy mortars and our own. The 
section set up listens on mortar line and then go back to 2,000 yds, 
from where the mortars can be heard quite distinctly. At 3,000 yds 
from the posn, however, only 2 of 4 bombs are heard, due to M.T. 
movement at the time. It is emphasised that the firing is being 
heard during an exceptionally quiet day in the line, and it is 

 
46(H) Bde letter 0425 
dtd 11 Nov 44 
46(H) Bde Sitrep 121630A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folios 17 & 18 



doubtful if the sound of mortar firing could be distinguished from 
an appreciable distance against the noise of a full scale battle. 

 13th 1330 6 RSF with 6 pl B Coy are relieved by a Bn of 227 Bde and a Pl of C 
Coy and rest at 600150. 12 pl D Coy remain in sp of 46 Bde - Enemy 
mortars are located in area 728098 and engaged. The results are 
apparently successful, as enemy fire ceases in the area. 
Relief of 11 pl C Coy takes place as arranged. 

 
 
46 Inf Bde Sitrep 
131630A. 

 14th  
 
 
 

0915 
 
 
 
 

1400 

11 pl returns to area of Coy HQ in ASTEN. 
O.C. C Coy warned by B.M. that two pls would be required for Ops 
with 10 HLI on 15 Nov 44 - Owing to number of 11 pl's vehs being off 
the road it is arranged for 6 pl of B Coy to come under comd C Coy. 
O.C. A Coy holds O gp and gives out orders to 4 & 5 pls, also 12 pl 
mortars Op "BOMBAR" 
A Coy pls are ordered to fire from alternative posns - amn allotment 
is 8 belts per gun. 1st two targets by each pl to be engaged in pl 
shoot, 3rd and 4th targets engaged as Coy shoot less one pl. 
A Coy comd goes to O.P. with O.C. 4 pl. 
Shoot successful - guns firing well - 4 pls are slightly slow. Enemy 
retaliates by putting down 3 concentrations, each of about 20 
shells, behind our smoke screen and firing air burst on what he 
obviously thinks to be the ground on which our troops are advancing. 
Several fires started on enemy side of canal. 
Warning order for 3 pl to relieve 5 pl, is dispatched. 
12 pl mortars take part in artillery bombardment programme, given by 
supporting arms of 46 Bde, into the area E of DEURNE CANAL. 

 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 19. 
 
 
 
46 Bde Op Instr No 16 
dtd 13 Nov 4 
Appx A to  "    "   " 
 "   " 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 141600A 

 15th 0830 
 
 

0900 
 
 

1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 pl A Coy relieves 5 pl A Coy. 
C Coy Comd visits O.C. 10 HLI - Pls are ordered to move up with 10 
HLI - progress very slow owing to mines. 
Regrouping of D Coy mortars takes place as follows:- 
14 pl move to a posn in wood nr NEERKANT 694089 and come in sp of 
227 Bde. 
14 pl joined by 12 pl. 15 pl relieve 12 pl and take up the formers 
previous posns in sp of 46 Bde. 13 pl remain with 46 Bde in direct 
sp of 8 RS. Lt T.O.K. Cross whilst making his way to Bde HQ struck a 
mine with his carrier. He was mortally injured and died on the way 
to C.C.P. His MPOA L/Sgt Farebrother and Drv Op Pte Tilley were 
wounded and evacuated. 
During the afternoon six 88 mm shells land on 12 pl's posn wounding 
the pl Sgt and necessitating his evacuation. The loss of such key 
personnel creates a serious weakness in 12 pl. It is therefore 
decided to merge 14 pl and regard 12 and 14 pls as one pl of 8 
mortars under Capt Livemore. 

 
 
Appx D Folio 20 & 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1430 
1730 

 
1830 

8 pl B Coy move to 704093 in sp of 8 RS covering their E & SE flank. 
7 pl B Coy come out to rest, our own tps having advanced through 
their posns towards MEIJEL 7006. 
6 pl B Coy come under comd of C Coy in sp of 227 Bde. 

 
46 Bde Sitrep 151600A. 
 
Appx D Folio 22 

 16th 0830 C Coy Comd recces area of MEIJEL - DONK for pl posns. As a result of 
this pls move up and occupy posns covering E flank of 10 HLI. 

 
46 Bde Sitrep 161600A. 

 17th 0815 
0900 
1500 

 
 
 

1700 

5 pl A Coy relieves 4 pl. 
Order received re Op "PRESTO". 
C Coy Comd receives orders for a pl to cover junc of canals at 
722045. 
It is decided to give this task to 9 pl who then move from 10 HLI 
area to the new posn. 
7 pl B Coy relieved 8 pl each taking over the others location. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy move to posns just E of HOF 707072. 

Trace: Appx J Folio 82 
46 Bde Amdt O. No 10 dtd 
17 Nov 44 
Trace: Appx J Folio 83 
 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 171600A. 

 18th 1200 6 pl B Coy in action with C Coy afterwards they revert to comd B 
Coy. 

46 Bde Sitrep 181600A. 

 19th  
 
 
 

0930 

Reported enemy withdrawal from DEURNE CANAL. 
Combination of Op PRESTO and LENTO takes place. 
9 Cams having est a small bridgehead over the canal send patrols 
fwd. 
5 pl A Coy move to area 6614. 
4 pl A Coy are at 4 hrs notice to move across the canal either with 
2 GH or 9 Cams. 
Orders are received for the advance to BERINGEN and subsequently 
SEVENUM. 
11 pl C Coy placed in sp of 2 A&SH. 
13 pl D Coy are moved from under comd 6 KOSB to comd 6 RSF for 
forthcoming Op. 
Lt F. Dawson, Cheshire Regt, joins D Coy from R.H.U. as 2 IC vice Lt 
T.O.K. Cross, deceased. 

46 Bde Op Instr No 17 
dtd 17 Nov 44 
Amdt No 1   "  "  "  " 
46 Bde Op Instr No 18 
dtd 18 Nov 44 
46 Bde Sitrep 191600A. 
Appx D Folio 24-27 
227 Bde OP "NUTCRACKER" 
dtd 19 Nov 44 
227 Bde Op Instr No 15 
dtd 19 Nov 44 
  "  "  APPX "A" " " " " 
46(H)Bde Ops for 19 Nov 
44. 
Trace: Appx J Folio 84 

 20th  
 
 
 
 
 

1415 
 
 
 
 

10 and 11 pls C Coy move fwd with 2 Gordons and 2 A&SH respectively 
to posns as follows :- 10 pl at 765088 - 11 pl covering tracks at 
764084. 
As a result of 9 Cam patrols the attack is commenced on HELENAVEEN 
7311. 
4 Pl A Coy with 15 pl D Coy are in sp. 
First attack being unsuccessful, a second is put in and the 
objective is achieved. 
4 pl A Coy move across the canal to fwd harbour for night, but owing 
to extensive minefields and the large amount of vehs and tps in area 
HOOGEBRUG HELENAVEEN, return to harbour at HUTTEN 6812. 

46 Bde Ops for 20 Nov 44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folios 28-32. 



1120 
1600 

Bn HQ forms Tac HQ and moves to LIESEL 672143. 
HQ Coy move to ASTEN 619158. 

46 Bde Sitrep 201700A. 
 

 21st 0715 
0815 

 
1600 

Op order received by O.C. A Coy for 46 Bde to cross canal. 
Owing to delay in construction of bridge and the appalling state of 
the roads no wheeled vehs are allowed to go fwd. 
A Coy (less Coy HQ and wheeled vehs) advance on route HOOGEBRUG - 
HELENAVEEN - SEVENUM, harbouring in the night at area 778120. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy in sp of 227 Bde continue to move up the "SKYE" 
axis towards SEVENUM, occupying posn to rear of 2 Gordons at 766088 
and then at 781104. 
13 pl D Coy remain in sp of 6 RSF and fire on targets E of 
HELENAVEEN. 
15 pl D Coy move fwd in 46 Bde column behind A Coy, crossing 
HOOGEBRUG BRIDGE at 1600 hrs, and reach a posn at 780121. 

46 Bde O.O. No 15 dtd 20 
Nov 44 
 
46 Bde Ops. 20/21 Nov 44 

 22nd 0900 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2000 
 
 
 

1630 

8 pl B Coy move to conc area in MEIJEL with 8 RS to location at 
714065. 12 & 14 pls D Coy remain in sp of 44 Bde who continue their 
advance towards SEVENUM - 13 pl remain with 6 RSF. 
Owing to heavy rain and amount of transport, the roads in HELENAVEEN 
are impassable. 'A' Coy accordingly sets up a Tac HQ at 672142. 
Coy Comd is ordered by Brigadier to "shoot in" 7 Seaforths with 2 
pls and protect right flank. 15 pl D Coy are supporting attack also. 
3 pl A Coy in action at 797135 firing on ACHTERSE HEES. 
5 pl A Coy move to KRONENBERG 7914 with 7 Seaforths. 
4 pl A and 15 pl D Coy are next moved to 795145 as the enemy seem to 
have withdrawn from the area. 
7 Seaforths and 2 GH occupy VOORST HEEST 8114 and ACHTERSE HEES 
8014. 
Recce now in HORST and Bde becomes virtually non-operative. 
Chief difficulty was maintaining Pls owing to route AYR being 
impassable, except to carriers. 
Road is now impassable to carriers and 2 Weasels are allotted to A 
Coy. These are used to convey cooks and rations to pls who are 
situated as follows :- 
3 pl - 795136  4 pl - 793144  5 pl - 795143  Coy HQ - 736122. 
D Coy HQ move over the DEURNE CANAL by the MEIJEL Bridge and is est 
at BERINGEN. 

 
 
Appx D Folios 33-35. 
 
 
 
 
 
Trace: Appx J Folio 85 
 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 222100A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 36. 

 23rd  C Coy move to HORST - 9 and 10 pls are in harbour and reserve - 11 
pl is in posn in 2 A&SH area covering road leading to the village. 
This is shelled during the night. 
A Coy still experiencing great difficulty in movement. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy continue in the sp of the advance of 227 Bde and 
occupy posns on the southern outskirts of HORST at 833179. Capt 

 
 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 231600A. 
 
 



Livemore is in a command post in HORST and at 1900 hrs the enemy 
shell the area. One shell lands on his A.O.P. carrier completely 
destroying it, whilst another hits the bomb lorry loaded with 240 
bombs, some of which explode. After an hour the fire is completely 
under control but the lorry is only a tangled mass of wreckage. The 
carrier dvr., Pte Steel is badly burnt and evacuated. 
13 pl D Coy remain in reserve with 6 RSF - 15 pl with Seaforths. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 37 

 24th  
2100 

44 Bde Gp remain at rest. 
Warning order for 46 Bde to move to SEVENUM the following day. 

 
46 Bde Sitrep 241900A. 

 25th  
0830 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1030 
 

1730 

B Coy are at rest. 
9 pl C Coy move to join 10 HLI to proceed to EIKELENBOSCH 8521, to 
carry out flank protection for the attack on TIENRAIJ - Coy HQ and 
10 pl commence to move out of HORST in rear of Bde HQ. 10 pl then 
ordered to take up posn at SWOIGEN 867231 in sp of 2 Gordons, to 
give left flank protection and if necessary to fire on 
BROEKHUIZENVOOST. 
11 pl C Coy move up with 2 A&SH to TIENRAIJ and after a long carry 
take up a posn at 859235 covering N and E approaches to the village. 
C.S.M. Crump, Ptes Goodspeed and Fletcher (C Coy) whilst on a recce 
run over a mine with their carrier, killing Goodspeed and injuring 
the other two occupants. The carrier is completely wrecked. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy advance with 227 Bde towards TIENRAIJ - Coy HQ 
move to area just south of HORST to 824169. 
A Coy move with Bde HQ to 816144 via DEURNE - AMERIKA - HORST - 
SEVENUM. 
46 Bde O Gp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 38. 
 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 251700A. 

 26th  
 
 
 

0745 
 
 

0900 

13 pl D Coy are ordered to revert from 44 Bde and R.V. at Coy HQ. 
15 pl D Coy still in sp of 46 Bde move behind 7 Seaforths column and 
occupy a posn S.W. of HOUTHUIZEN by the rly at 883173. Targets are 
engaged across the R. MAAS in area of LOMM 9117. 
4 pl A and 15 pl D Coy join 7 Seaforths in F.A.A. - 7 Seaforths 
advance on HOUTHUIZEN 8917. 4 pl in action at 892174 - 15 pl in 
action at 884172 - A Coy HQ move to 857153. 
C Coy HQ move to EIKELENBOSCH - 9 pl move up with 10 HLI and take up 
posn at BLITTERSWICK 8727 - 10 pl move up with 2 Gordons and take up 
posn at 879234 with D.F. tasks on R MAAS from OOIJEN to BROEKHUIZEN 
- 11 pl move one section with one Coy 2 A&SH to GUN in a posn at 
878246. 

 
 
 
 
 
46 Bde Op Instr No. 19 
dtd 25 Nov 44 
 
 
 
 
46 Bde Sitrep 261600A. 

 27th  
 
 
 

9 pl C Coy in view of Coy fire plan moves to 865256 and at 
completion of task joins Coy HQ - 11 pl moves to 877243. 

 
Appx D Folios 39-41 
 



0830 
 
 
 

1000 

9 Cams commence the occupation of LOTTUM and 3 pl A Coy has the task 
of occupying area STOKT 8921 and firing south across Bde front and R 
MAAS. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy remain in sp of 227 Bde. 
12 and 14 pls fire on ferry crossing at BROEK HUIZEN. 

46 Inf Bde Op Instr No 
20 dtd 26 Nov 44 
 
Trace: Appx J Folio 86 
46 Bde Sitrep 271700A. 

 28th  C Coy are relieved and move back to billets at ASTEN. 
A Coy is ordered to conc in SEVENUM. 
B Coy HQ move to 755085. 
D Coy pls conc in area of HORST nr Coy HQ. 

1 Mx Instr 272130. 
46 Bde Instr 280015A. 

 29th  Capt P.J. Livemore is awarded The MILITARY CROSS for gallantry in 
the GHEEL brhd area. 
The following are awarded The MILITARY MEDAL for gallantry in the 
GHEEL brhd area : - 
          6207135 Sgt D. Reed, C Coy. 
          6210105 Cpl A. Stewart, A.C.C. attd HQ Coy. 
         14415649 Pte E. Haggerty, C Coy. 

46 Bde Mov Order No 20 
dtd 28 Nov 44 
 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 42-46. 

 
PANNINGEN 
773045 

30th 0930 
1000 
1100 

A Coy commence to move to area of SEVENUM. 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to PANNINGEN 773045. 
A Coy now situated as follows:- 
Coy HQ - 819126  3 pl - 817141  4 pl - 818139  5 pl - 820141 
All coys resting. 

46 Bde Sitrep 301800A. 
 
 
 
Appx D Folio 47. 
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PANNINGEN 
773045 

1st  Os.C. A,B,D Coys recce areas for Op GUILDFORD. Sitreps from B Coy F.F. 
J118 to J135. 
OP Reports D Coy F.F. 
J136 to J193. 

 2nd  
 

0900 
 
 

0930 
 
 

1530 
1830 

 
 

2230 

O.C. 5 pl A Coy proceeds on recce with Coy Comd and tasks are 
arranged for Op GUILDFORD. 
D Coy mortar pls move to posns for the impending Op - 13 pl to 
872104, 12 and 14 pls to 879114 with Coy HQ at 819134 just S of 
SEVENUM. 
A large bomb dumping programme is carried out. 13 R.A.S.C. lorries 
are employed to carry the bombs to the pre-arranged R.V. at 872114. 
The amount of bombs to be dumped is 200 per pl.mortar. 
B Coy Tac HQ is est at 846088. 
C.O. establishes a command post incorporating Tac HQ D Coy and Tac 
HQ mortar Coy. 1 Mans who are under comd for Op GUILDFORD - location 
- 837082 just W of MAASBREE. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy are heavily stonked. 1 D.R. is killed and 2 O.Rs 
wounded. 

 
F.F. E17. 

 3rd 0545 
0745 

 
 
 
 
 

0930 
1330 
1615 
1630 

5 pl A Coy leave their present location to take up new posns for Op. 
H hour Op GUILDFORD 
5 Pl A Coy ordered to sp 7 Seaforths in last phase of Op. 
44 Bde attack BLERICK 9009. 
All four mortar pls are supporting this attack and fire in 
accordance with 15 (S) Inf Div R.A. Task Table. In addition 12 and 
14 pls fire on the ferry across the MAAS at 908108. 
B Coys pls move fwd to conc area at 823078. 
Tac HQ A and B Coys join 5 pl A Coy already in posn at 888135. 
BLERICK taken. 
5 pl are not required and are therefore released. 

F.F D4, E13, 14 J.98 
J102,3 
 
 
 
FF J 104 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared in 
manuscript. 



 4th  
 
 

2200 

Division takes up defensive posns along the west bank of the R. MAAS 
in the VENLO area from 8914 to the CANAL at 7997. 2 Bdes are to be 
fwd in posns whilst the other is resting in the ASTEN area. 
6 pl B Coy occupy posn at 862087 covering the right flank of HOUT 
BLERICK with D.F. tasks. 

FF D6. 

 5th  
 
 
 
 

1500 
 
 

1800 

13 and 14 pls D Coy are in action on call for harassing fire. 
12 and 15 pls D Coy are at rest. 
227 Bde take over from 160 Bde, 53 Div the line between junc of 
VITWATERINGS - R. MAAS 7998 - CANAL and BLERICK 8910. The front is 
to be covered by M.M.G. fire, on a Bde plan. 
8 pl B Coy move to fwd R.V. at 868150 and are ordered into action at 
888136 in a direct fire posn D.F. tasks are selected in sp of Recce 
sqn. 
Tac HQ B Coy rejoins Coy HQ at new location SEVENUM 838139. 

 

 6 Dec  
 
 

1500 

As a result of a recce O.C. C Coy decides to place 10 Pl in a posn 
previously occupied by 1 Mans at 809009, also 9 pl in area 849049. 
These pls to cover the Bde front. 
13 pl D Coy move to new posn at 880124 in order to carry out their 
new role of protecting the northern flank of the Div front more 
effectively. 

 

 7th 0930 
 
 

1000 

O.C. B Coy attends conference at BDE HQ - Coy is required to carry 
out snap harassing shoots as a retaliation to the enemy's daily 
"hate". 
14 Pl D Coy is withdrawn to rest area - 13 Pl is to fire in 
retaliation only on to the town of VELDEN, a known enemy strong 
point east of R MAAS. 

 

 8th  
0900 

 
 

1320 
 
 
 
 

1400 

C Coy HQ and 11 pl move to HELDEN 7903. 
O.C. B Coy recces posns for 7 and 8 pls at 850083 and 875130 
respectively. They are to occupy these from 0645 - 1700 daily, for 
the purpose of retaliation shoots. 
15 Pl D Coy take up a posn S.E. of HELDEN at 806011 in sp of 227 Bde 
and on the right of the Div front. 
The following amount of bombs have been fired by pls in the last 2 
months :- 
12 pl - 4671, 13 pl 4221, 14 pl 3107, 15 pl 4941. 
7 pl B Coy move to better accommodation in MAASBREE 827080. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy remain at rest. 13 pl continue to sp 44 Bde in 
accordance with 15 (S) Inf Div Op Instr. No 42 - Observation and 
Fire Control. The pl comd occupies and remains in an O.P. at 892122 
from dawn to dusk, submitting reports daily. 

 



The supply route to this pl is still receiving intermittent hostile 
attention and Coy HQ Sigs truck is hit by a shell whilst on its way 
to the pl. The driver is wounded and evacuated. 

 9th  
0130 

 
 
 
 

1630 

A Coy is at rest until the 13th. 
9 pl C Coy engage target on the E bank of the R MAAS. 10 belts are 
fired. 13 pl D Coy continue in sp of 44 Bde on the left of the Div 
front and 2 O.Ps are put out at 892122 and 896136. 
7 pl B Coy engage retaliation targets during the morning and 
afternoon. 
An enemy mortar is observed from a posn at 908139 and is heavily 
stonked. Attention is also given to VELDEN, the pl firing forty 
bombs during this action. 15 pl remain in the same posn as yesterday 
and an O.P. is occupied at 809999. 

 

 10th  7 and 8 pls B Coy engage retaliation targets - Enemy fighter planes 
over the Bde area during the morning. 
O.C. C Coy visits O.C. 10 H.L.I. and arranges S.O.S. tasks for 9 pl 
on to far side of the river bank at 871035. 
13 pl D Coy fire on retaliation targets at 911105 and in VELDEN. 

 

 11th 0900 Conference at Bn HQ to discuss 2nd Bn Middlesex Regts suggestions 
for the revised W.E. of a Sp Bn. General opinion was not in favour 
of a change. 13 and 15 pls D Coy in action. 

 

 12th  
 
 
 
 

1700 

7 and 8 pls B Coy engage retaliation targets. These targets are 
changed daily and based on reports of enemy movements. 
Enemy fighters over the Bde area and spasmodic shelling of SEVENUM 
is attributed to these planes. 
Harassing shoots carried out by 9 and 10 pls C Coy. 
11 pl relieved 10 pl C Coy. 
On orders from 44 Bde 13 pl D Coy fire on two targets at 905116 and 
904118 especially at meal times. 

 

 13th  
1000 

Several shoots carried out by 9 and 11 pls C Coy. 
Presentation of awards by C-in-C Field Marshal Sir Bernard 
Montgomery, 
Capt P.J. Livemore   presented with the Military Cross. 
Capt J.H. Gerrard       "       "     "   "        " 
Lieut R.W.B. Lloyd      "       "     "   "        " 
6207135 Sgt D. Reed  presented with the Military Medal. 
6210105 Cpl A. Stewart  "       "    "     "       " 
6857201 Pte L Lear      "       "    "     "       " 
13 and 15 pls D Coy continue in action vide O.P. report. 

 

 14th  Normal activity on front. FF. G.81 
 15th 1500 

 
Div Comd visits B Coy HQ and enquires about billets.  



1515 
 

1830 

6 pl B Coy engages lanes leading up to woods at 900071. 7 and 8 pls 
engage retaliation targets during the day. 
15 pl relieved by 12 pl and comes out to rest in Coy HQ area. 

 16th  A Coy pl comds of 3 and 4 pls carry out recce to take over from Bn 
HQ 1 Mans. The Coy has been ordered to occupy posns in area of 
ROERMOND as 46 Bde is taking over from 158 Bde 53 Div. 
6 and 8 pls B Coy engage in retaliation targets during the day. In 
the afternoon new D.F. tasks are selected for 6 pl with the Coy of 6 
KOSB in HOUT BLERICK. 
D Coy report submitted. 

 
F.F. E 19,20 

 17th 0030 
 

0930 
1025 
1125 

 
1500 

Recce Sqn post south of 8 pl B Coy informed them that an 
unidentified patrol has been seen moving towards their posn. 
A Coy HQ and 5 pl move to HEITHUIJEN. 
3 pl A Coy leave SEVENUM and join 2 GH. 
4 pl A Coy also leave SEVENUM and join 9 Cams. These pls take up 
posns previously held by 1st Mans at 764946 and 774971 respectively. 
7 pl B Coy relieves 6 pl. 
O.P. report received from D Coy. 

 
 
F.F. J 105 
 
 
 
F.F. J 108 

 18th  1 Mx Movement Instruction No.1 issued. F.F. D10, D11 
 19th  A Coy pls carry out harassing shoots in conjunction with 190 Fd 

Regt. 7 and 8 pls B Coy fired on retaliation tasks. O.P. report 
received from D Coy. 

 

 20th  
1530 

10 and 11 pls C Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
6 pl B Coy relieves 8 pl who come into mobile reserve at SEVENUM 
821142. 7 pl B Coy engage D.F. tasks at 1900 - 1915 hrs at request 
of 6 KOSB who state that the B.B.C. are recording the nightly "hate" 
programme. 
4 pl A Coy engage enemy section seen moving in area 799968. 
12 pl D Coy remain in sp of 227 Bde. 13 pl remain with 44 Bde - O.P. 
reports received from both these pls. 

 
 
 
 
 
F.F. J 106 

 21st 0330 Recce Sqn Sgt reports to 6 pl B Coy to inform them that the enemy 
has a patrol which has successfully surrounded two posts at 893129, 
causing the occupants to scatter. D Coy is informed and puts down a 
stonk on fwd edge of wood 8913 and the posts are retaken. 
C Coy continue with harassing shoots. 
O.P. report received from D Coy. 
A Coy report considerable enemy activity on E bank of R Maas. 
Harassing shoots carried out. 

 

 22nd  
 
 

1700 

5 pl A Coy relieve 4 pl. 
O.C. B Coy attends conference on the reorganisation of the Bde 
front. 
7 enemy reported at 878074 and when fired on run into a wood. 

 



O.P. report received from D Coy. 
 23rd  

 
 
 
 

1500 
2200 

EX "SHAMPOO" carried out to test O.Ps in calling for artillery and 
M.M.G. fire. 5 pl have 6 calls during the day and 3 pl fire 4. 
The average time taken from time of receipt of map ref was 2 
minutes. 
The Ex is found to be extremely useful. 
8 pl B Coy relieve 7 pl. 
3 pl A Coy carry out harassing shoot on enemy veh movement. 
D Coys O.P. report received. 
1 Mx Defence Scheme No. 2 issued. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F.F. D12, J95 

 24th 1430 46 Bde Conference on revised plan for holding Bde Line. 
A Coy Defence Scheme issued, only to be effective so long as reserve 
pl is at Coy HQ. 
13 pl D Coy who are at rest prepare new posn at 872104. This to be 
occupied in the event of an enemy attack across the MAAS. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 

F.F. E 39 
 
F.F. J 97 

 25th  Bde Comd visits A Coy HQ in morning. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 
The C.O. and 2 I.C. share in visiting the pls in the morning and 
celebrations take place where and when circumstances permit. 
There is no great activity on the front and therefore to some extent 
the Yule-tide spirit can be expressed. 

 

 26th  11 pl C Coy relieve 10 pl - new posns are dug for task of shooting 
across 44 Bde front. 
3 pl A Coy dig series of crawl trenches from their alternative posn 
to orchard at rear in order to make posn tenable under enemy fire. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 

 

 27th  
 

1600 

10 pl enjoy a somewhat delayed Xmas Dinner. 
Remainder of C Coy pls carry out harassing shoots. 
4 pl A Coy relieve 3 pl. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 

 

 28th  Bde Comd (227) inspects C Coy pls posns. 
A Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 

 

 29th  10 pl C Coy relieve 9 pl. 
4 and 5 pls A Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 

 



Sitrep from B Coy. 
 30th  9 pl C Coy have their Xmas Dinner. 

Shells fall in area of Bn HQ and C Coy. These shells are fired at 
regular times each day - 1030 hrs, 1330 hrs and 1630 hrs. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 
Fair amount of activity by all mortar pls. 

 
 
 
F.F. J 101 
F.F. J 100 

 31st  12 pl D Coy at rest - 13 pl continue in sp of 227 Bde - 14 pl in sp 
of 44 Bde and 15 pl with 46 Bde. 
Arrangements made by A Coy in conjunction with all Bde weapons and 
Sp arms for 2 minutes intense fire on selected targets at midnight. 
O.P. Report from D Coy. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 
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PANNINGEN 
773045 

1st 0230 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 

0950 
 

1144 

13 pl D Coy are warned of an enemy patrol in their area and stand to 
until first light. 
Unusually large amount of enemy air activity directed on airfields 
in our area. Enemy fighters are coming in very low and disappearing 
over the roof-tops. Five are shot down by A.A. in the Div area. 6 pl 
B Coy capture one of the pilots. 
9 pl C Coy relieve 11 pl. 
A Group of enemy are observed in the area of the gasometer at 
910107. Target is engaged at scale 4 and the group is dispersed. 
Observed enemy are engaged at houses at 903123. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sitrep. (J 55) 
 
 
O.P. Report (J 75-77) 

 2nd  
 
 

1730 

12 pl D Coy remain at rest, 13 pl remain in sp of 227 Bde whilst 14 
pl are in sp of 44 Bde. 15 pl, in the southern sector, are in sp of 
46 Bde. In the main it is quiet along the front. 
C Coy report enemy shelling. 
A Coy remain in same locations. 
B Coy observe enemy crossing the MAAS at (it is thought) 900115. A 
temporary stonck is put down and nothing more is seen or heard of 
the enemy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sitrep (J 57) 

 3rd  
 
 
 
 
 

2100 

C Coys locations remain the same. 
A Coy revises D.F. tasks with 2 G.H. 
8 pl B Coy dig alternative posns at 882110 and put out trip flares 
against surprise by enemy patrols. 
Harassing shoots are carried out by mortar pls and various targets 
are engaged. 
Enemy patrol reported in 3 pls (A Coy) area. 

 
 
 
 
 
O.P. Report. (J78/79/80) 

 4th  
 
 
 
 
 

Slight increase of shelling in A Coys area but no harassing shoots 
are carried out. 
Relief of B Coys pls postponed owing to thaw. 8 pl report having 
seen a flying bomb heading towards Germany. 
C Coy spend the day in taking precautions against the severe frost. 

 
 
 
Sitrep. (J 58) 
 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. and the 
Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries will be 
enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared in 
manuscript. 



1350 13 pl D Coy engage harassing tasks and retaliate on an enemy mortar 
at 81449870 
14 and 15 pls D Coy carry out harassing shoots. 

 
 
O.P. Report. (J81/82) 

 5th  A Coy Comd carries out preliminary recce for pl posns and visits sp 
Coy of 159 Bde 11 Armd Div. 
7 pl B Coy relieve 6 pl. 
C Coy experience enemy patrol activity 
D Coy mortars are fairly active 

 
 
Sitrep. (J 60) 
Sitrep. (J 59) 
O.P. Report. (J83/84/85) 

 6th  
 
 
 

1100 

7 and 8 pls - Coy fired on various tasks. 
A/Q 15 (S) Inf Div visited C Coy and inspected billets and Gun 
posns. 
1 Mx MMG Inter-Bde Task Table issued. 
Div Comd visits 12 pl D Coy. 
13 pl in sp of 227 Bde carry out harassing shoot on area of BEESEL - 
15 pl carry out harassing shoots. 

Sitrep. (J 61) 
 
 
 
 
 
O.P. Report. (J86/87/88) 

 7th  O.C. A Coy takes O.C. 5 pl on recce of new posns. 5 pl is taking 
over from R N Fs. 
7 pl B Coy fired on retaliation targets. 
Owing to the absence of personnel on leave C Coy decides to 
construct more dug-outs in the right hand pl area so that the house, 
at present used for sleeping quarters can be evacuated at night and 
a 'tighter' defence attained. 

 
 
Sitrep. (J 62) 

 8th  5 pl A Coy relieve R N Fs at 751935 - relief complete by 1800 hrs. 
6 pl B Coy relieve 8 pl and take up posns at 882110. 
D Coys pls are kept busy with counter mortar tasks. 

 
Sitrep (J63) and O.P. 
Report. (J91/92/93) 

 9th  5 pls posn is lit up at night by a searchlight in their area. The pl 
is now under comd 7 Seaforths. 
7 pl B Coy fire on retaliation targets. 
11 pl C Coy commence digging new pl HQ posns. 
All pls D Coy active. 

 
 
Trace MMG Tasks (J.53) 
 
O.P. Report. (J94/5/6) 

 10th  4 and 5 pls A Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
11½ degrees of frost recorded - necessary precautions are taken. 
9 pl C Coy expend 12 belts of amn on harassing fire. 
O.P. Reports received from D Coy. 

 
 
 
O.P. Report. (J.97/98) 

 11th  1 Mx Inter-Bde Task Table issued. 
The Commander-in-Chiefs Certificate for Gallantry is awarded to 
14414070 Cpl R French of B Coy. 
3 pl A Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
6 pl B Coy engage certain tasks. 
10 pl C Coy relieve 9 pl. 
Div Comd visits 11 pl C Coy. Pl fires 12 Belts. 
D Coy locations unchanged. 

 
 
 
Sitrep (J 64) 
Sitrep (J 65) 
 
O.P. Report. 
(J99/100/101) 



 12th  Camouflage Officer visits pls of A Coy and is quite satisfied with 
the standard of camouflage, especially 4 pl whose guns are 
surrounded by a stickle fence and made to appear part of the garden 
lay-out of the adjacent farmhouse. 
8 pl B Coy relieve 7 pl. 

 
 
 
Sitrep 
Sitrep (J 66) 

 13th  
 
 
 
 

1600 

10 pl C Coy report shelling. 
D Coy report slight activity. 
A Coy experience slightly increased enemy shelling and mortaring and 
carries out harassing tasks. 3 pl is on immediate call of fwd OP of 
2 GH and are to fire in area E of BIJKIEL 759971. 
B Coy report intermittent shelling in 6 pl's area. Since visibility 
is not very good it is considered that this is harassing shooting 
and not observed. 

Sitrep (J 67) 
O.P. Report (J 103) 

 14th  B Coy engages various tasks. 
A Coy carries out harassing tasks. 
14 pl D Coy relieve 15 pl in sp of 46 Bde. 
C Coy bring down very effective fire on enemy posns at 824996 and 
824994 where considerable activity is occasioned by dummy beating 
expedition by our own infantry. 

Sitrep (J.70) 
Sitrep (J 68) (J 69) 
O.P. Report (J104-105) 

 15th  
1500 
2300 

O.P. Reports received from D Coy. 
5 pl B Coy relieve 6 pl 
A Coy comd proceeds to 9 Cams HQ with Rover Set and calls for fire 
by RT to all pls - object being to cover a patrol sent across R MAAS 
by 9 Cams. 

O.P. Reports. (J106/107) 

 16th  8 pl B Coy fires on retaliation targets. 
D Coy report poor visibility and a very quiet day. 

O.P. Reports 
(J108/109/110/111) 

 17th  8 Corps Camouflage Officer visits C Coy and inspects R hand pl 
posns. 12, 13 and 14 pls O.P. reports received. 
2nd attempt on the part of 9 Cams to send a patrol across the R MAAS 
and A Coy play the same role as before. However no fire support is 
required. Corps Camouflage Officer visits B Coy. 

 
O.P. Reports. (J112/113) 
 
 
Sitrep. (J.71) 

 18th  A Coy Comd carries out recce with O.C. 2 GH for fire sp programme 
for crossing of the R MAAS. 
Corps Camouflage Officer visits D Coy HQ and 13 pl. 

 
 
O.P. Reports. (J114/115) 

 19th  
 

1500 

Regtl Band arrives at Bn HQ to entertain. 
D Coy fwd O.P Reports. 
6 pl B Coy relieve 8 pl. 

 
O.P Reports. (J116/117) 

 20th  
 
 

2200 

Enemy patrol crosses R MAAS. 
O.C. 4 pl A Coy recces with Coy Comd for posns for the sp of 2 GH 
patrol. 
At request of OC 6 RSF 12 pl D Coy fire on targets in their arc. 
1st Commando Bde takes over from 227 Bde. 

Sitrep B. (J 72) 
 
 
O.P. Report. (J118/119) 
 



1 Mx Movement Instruction No 2 issued. 
2 ic C Coy proceeds to recce new area. 
15 pl D Coy relieve 13 pl. 

(D.9) 
 

 21st 0830 A Coy receives warning order for relief of Bde. Advance party and 2 
ic of A Coy proceed to new area. 
46 Bde OO No 17 received by A Coy. 
1 Mx 0803 of 211725 issued. 
1 Mx 0807 of 211800 issued. 

 
 
(E.18) 

 22nd  8 pl B Coy relieve 7 pl. 
Major General Savery (Inspector General of Infantry India Command) 
visits D Coy and watched a mortar pl in action. 
8 pl B Coy relieve 7 pl. 
46 (H) Inf Bde Adm O No 16 received by A Coy. 
15 pl D Coy relieve 13 pl. 

 
O.P. Report. 
(J120/121/122/123-124) 
SITREP (J.73) 
(G.39) 
O.P. Report (J125) 

 23rd  1 Mx Move Order No 3 issued. 
O.P. Reports received from D Coy. 
O.C. C Coy visits 6 Para Bde HQ and is informed that MMG pls of 6 
Para Bde will not be taking over. 
A Coy is relieved and concs in DE HEIBLOEM 7101. 
46 (H) Inf Bde Movement Order No 21 received by A Coy. 
Sitrep from B Coy. 

(D.10) 
O.P. Reports. (J126) 
 
 
 
(E.19) 
Sitrep. (J.74) 

 24th  
0715 

C Coy concs in Coy HQ area at HELDON. 
A Coy move in Bde column to TILBURG - Move completed by 1700 hrs. 
Mortar Pls less 12 pl conc at D Coy HQ. 
12 pl come under comd B Coy. 

 

 25th 0745 
0930 

D Coy less 12 pl move off to join Bn convoy. 
Bn HQ, HQ and D Coys move to MOERGESTEL 226306 - D Coy continue to 
RIEL 1128. 

 

 26th  B Coy move to TILBURG.  
MOERGESTEL 
226306 

26th -
31st 

 The Bn is now at rest in billets in the following areas :- 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy     -   MOERGESTEL 226306 
A Coy                -   TILBURG    158312 
B Coy                -   TILBURG    165316 
C Coy                -   GOIRLE     150280 
D Coy                -   RIEL       118285 

27 JAN 45 1MX OO No4 
(D11) 
28 JAN 45 1MX S/2/O)/2 
DATED 28 JAN 45 (D.12) 
(J.54) 
28 JAN 45 1MX PAD SCHEME 
(D.14) 
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MOERGESTEL 
226306 

1st  Bn resting and occupying locations as follows :- 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy     -   MOERGESTEL 226306 
A Coy                -   TILBURG    158312 
B Coy                -   TILBURG    165316 
C Coy                -   GOIRLE     150280 
D Coy                -   RIEL       118285 

46 Bde Outline Plan dtd 
   29 Jan 45 (E 10) 
46 Bde Adm Instr No 9 
   dtd 31 Jan 45 (H 43) 
46 Bde Op Order No 18 
   dtd 3 Feb 45 (E 7) 
46 Bde Adm Order No 17 
   dtd 3 Feb 45 (H 44) 
1 Mx Op Order No 6 dtd 
   3 Feb 45 (D 6) 
1 Mx Op Order No 5 dtd 
   3 Feb 45 (D 4) 

 4th  During this period general cleaning and maintenance of vehicles and 
weapons is carried out, as also are route marches, long carries and 
certain types of training varying according to Coy Requirements. 

46 Bde Move Order No 22 
                (H46) 
46 Bde Op Order No 19 
   dtd 4 Feb 45 (E 11) 

 5th  A Coy proceed in Bde column to NIJMEGEN during the night and are 
accommodated in the Barracks. The move is secret and all Div signs 
are concealed. 

1 Mx move Order No 4 
   dtd 5 Feb 45 (G 36) 
46 Bde Adm Order No 18 
   dtd 5 Feb 45 (H 47) 

 6th 1000 Bn HQ, HQ and D Coy after travelling through the night arrive at 
NIJMEGEN and harbour in a School at 715613. 

"PEPPERPOT" Task Table & 
   Trace A. (H 48) 
Combined Target 
   Overprint Map (J 64) 

 7th 1630 
 

2230 
 
 

1300 

B Coy less main HQ leave TILBURG to take up posns prior to Op 
'PEPPERPOT' 
Tac HQ B Coy is est at 743565 - 6 pl in an indirect posn at 751564 
7 pl in a direct posn at 754568 - 8 pl in an indirect posn at 
751564. 
Bn HQ forms Tac HQ and proceeds to Sanatorium at 730576. 

46 Move Order No 23 Dtd 
   6 Feb 45 (H 45) 
44 Bde Op Order No 5 dtd 
   5 Feb 45 (E 8) 

 8th 0500 Arty barrage of 1,000 guns opens up.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



0530 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0940 
 

1100 
 

1500 
 
 
 

2300 
 
 
 
 

1600 

Op 'PEPPERPOT' commences. 
The terrific barrage is at its peak when the sad news is brought 
that the C.O. Lt. Col. J.P. Hall has been killed and his driver 
14339746 with him, when their jeep ran over some 75 Grenades. Major 
D.A. Phillips comes at once to Bn HQ and it is with increased 
determination to spare no effort that he and the Bn complete the 
'PEPPERPOT' and commence Op 'VERITABLE'. 
7 pl B Coy has an excellent view of 227 Bde moving to the SL and are 
able to give covering fire until 1015 hrs. 
Tac HQ 44 Bde move fwd without informing B Coy with the result that 
B Coy are unable to move fwd to them. 
O.C. B Coy goes to Bde to fix up final details of the pls joining 
their respective Bns for Op 'VERITABLE'. 
Again Bde fails to inform the Coy of the time for this and only 8 Pl 
manages to link up with their Bn. 
O.C. B Coy visits Tac Bde HQ and is told that 6 and 7 pls are to 
join in at the back of the third Bn Gp. 
3 Pl A Coy move with 2 GH to re-organise in HETSTEEG 796555 - 5 pl 
move fwd with 9 Cams to AUF DEM HOVEL 811544 - 4 pl move fwd in 
reserve to area of 771552. 
46 Bde are on all objectives. 
Adv HQ A Coy remain in GROESBEEK and rear HQ in NIJMEGEN. 

 9th  
 
 
 
 

1130 
 

0900 
 

1130 
 

2200 

A Coys pls remain in same posns - 44 Bde is attacking - Large nos of 
PsW are coming in - The supply situation is becoming acute owing to 
the bad state of the roads. 
B Coy are experiencing a very busy time and Lt Stubbs has quite an 
unpleasant sit in which his pl becomes involved. 
10 Pl C Coy follows 2 Gordons and move via 46 Bde route to 825551 
near GROESBEEK. 
11 pl C Coy remain at Coy HQ whilst 9 pl move to HLI area at 812558 
and prepare to fire over the flooded area to the North. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy move to 801558 under comd of 227 Bde - Tac HQ 
plus 13 and 15 pls remain with 46 Bde. 
227 Bde O Gp called to discuss the occupation of CLEVE - 15 Recce 
Regt has pushed fwd and the Bde is to clear the town between 0800 
and 1000 hrs the following day - 2 A&SH are to lead, followed by 2 
Gordons with 10 HLI in area 8354 - C Coy is to sp these Bns and to 
be used if necessary. 

46 Bde Op Instr No 25 
   dtd 9 Feb 45 (E9) 

 10th  
1200 

Tac HQ A Coy rejoins advanced HQ in GROESBEEK. 
B Coy Comd attends conference at Bde concerning the assault and 
clearing of CLEVE. 

 



12 and 14 pls D Coy move to 853558 west of NUTTERDEN and later in 
the day to 883560 just east of CLEVE - 13 and 15 pls move to 848546 
behind the NE corner of the REICHSWALD Forest. 

 11th  
 
 
 
 

0730 
 
 

1500 
1530 
1700 

A Coy Comd Recces MATERBORN Feature with the Brigadier. 
4 and 5 pls A Coy are called up and go into action by 1500 hrs - 5 
pl are in the area of DRESSERBURG 8755 and 4 pl at 870543 - 3 pl are 
unable to go up owing to the appalling state of the roads. 
Advance HQ A Coy move to N edge of the REICHSWALD Forest at 855555. 
C Coy informed by 227 Bde that at 0900 hrs 2 Gordons will clear rd 
NUTTERDEN - CLEVE followed by 10 HLI - 10 pl C Coy advance along 
route in 2 Gordons Colmn - 9 pl are halted at 863800. 
11 pl C Coy move from present posn and harbour at 863572. 
C Coy Tac HQ move to 863572. 
10 pl is in posn at 888568. 
B Coy pls remain concentrated in NUTTERDEN. 

 

 12th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 

46 Bde are now in reserve and A Coy Pls conc in area 8555 and 888556 
- Advance HQ move to CLEVE 8956 with the role of re-occupation of 
the MATERBORN Feature in the event of an enemy attack, also counter 
attack role through REICHSWALD Forest in the event of 53 Div being 
attacked. 
B Coy locations unchanged pls are out of action. 
C Coy endeavour to bring up rear Coy HQ. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy conc at 227 Bde HQ at 862572 nr DONSBRUGGEN. 
Tac HQ D Coy move with 46 Bde to 854556 E of NUTTERDEN. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sitrep (J 72) 

 14th 1600 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1930 
 

2100 

Capt J.B. Redman takes over Comd of A Coy from Major A.R. Waller on 
leave. 
2 GH and 9 Cams with 7 Seaforth in reserve are to attack from 
BEDBURG 9352 in S.E. direction - 5 pl A Coy are to re-organise with 
9 Cams in area 943514 - 3 and 4 pls are in harbour for the night - 
Advance Coy HQ is est at 918537. 
B Coy spend the day in maintenance. 
O.C. C Coy attends Bde O Gp for the attack on high ground S.E. of 
CALCAR. The plan is dependent on the progress made by 46 Bde. 
O.C. D Coy attends conference at 46 Bde to decide details for 
tomorrows Op in which 13 and 15 pls are to take part. 

46 Bde Op Order No 20 
   dtd 13 Feb 45 (E12) 
46 Bde Op Order No 21 
   dtd 14 Feb 45 (E13) 
 

 15th  
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Seaforths attack down CLEVE road to capture MOYLAND 968517 and 9 
Cams attack to capture high ground at 9551 - 3 and 5 pls give right 
flank rear protection to 9 Cams from area 9452. 
4 pls task was to re-organise with 7 Seaforths but owing to stiff 
opposition 7 Seaforths only reach area of 955525 - 4 pl remain in 
harbour for the night. 3 pl fire DF tasks in front of 7 Seaforths 

 



 
 

0900 
1000 

 
1200 

and 5 pl in front of 9 Cams. 10 HLI under comd 46 Bde carries out a 
night attack on right of 9 Cams and reaches objective 964496. 
9 pl C Coy joins 10 HLI on road E of CLEVE 
D Coy Tac HQ join Bn HQ and move to location at DONSBRUGGEN 866571 - 
13 and 15 pls conc in this area also. 
Owing to 46 Bde meeting considerable opposition the plan is changed 
and 10 HLI is placed under Comd 46 Bde - 9 pl C Coy remains with 
them and moves to 925530 - arrangements are made for A Coy to 
administer 9 pl who remain in same location for the night. 

 16th 0800 
 

0900 

B Coy Main HQ joins Tac HQ in CLEVE. 
9 pl C Coy takes up a posn at 948509 with a DF task in front of HLI. 
D Coy Tac HQ move to 916537 - 13 and 15 pls remain in sp of 46 Bde 
and carry out various harassing shoots by day and night on targets 
around MOYLAND on call from 9 Cams and 7 Seaforth. A total of 413 
bombs are expended during the day. 

 

 17th  
 

1930 

The attack on MOYLAND does not take place as the woods have not been 
cleared. 
O.C. B Coy called to Bn HQ for Gp. 
O.C. C Coy attends O Gp on Op 'PEPPERPOT'. 
15 pl D Coy move to 941526 in order to sp 46 Bdes attack to capture 
MOYLAND. 

46 Bde Op Order No 22 
   dtd 17 Feb 45 (E14) 
Sitrep. (I 61) 
Sitrep. (J 76) 
Sitrep. 

 18th 0600 
 

1500 
 

0545 

Tac HQ and Pls of B Coy move up into recced posns and Tac HQ is est 
at 926471. 
H-Hour for 44 Bdes attack. B Coy engage targets on the south side of 
the R Niers 9143 and 9243 from H -2 hours to H Hour. 
C Coy Tac HQ with 10 and 11 pls move to 912462. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy conc under comd 44 Bde and are to sp them on 
their assault on GOCH. 
They therefore take up posns as follows:- just north of the town - 
12 pl at PFALZDORF 912465 and 14 pl at 936464. 

 
 
 
 
Sitrep. (J 77) 
 
 
Trace A Coy MMG Tasks 
                (J 92) 

 19th  
 

0700 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 
 

46 Bde relieved by Cdn Bde at first light and conc in CLEVE. A Coy 
HQ and pls harbour at 891551. 
B Coy Main HQ move up to join Tac. 
O.C. C Coy carries out various recces. 
Lt Col A.N.W. Kidston takes over comd of the Bn. 
C Coy carries out recce prior to the attack on BUCKHOLT 9543. 
D Coy Tac HQ move to 92148 S of the CLEVE Forest and the remainder 
of Coy HQ join later. On the completion of the relief of 46 Bde by 
the Cdns, 13 and 15 pls come out of action and rest at 916534, Tac 
HQs previous location. 14 pl continue in sp of 6 KOSB who are 
clearing the remaining part of GOCH on the N side of the R. NIERS. 

1 Mx Fire Plan Op 
'THISTLE' (H 42) 
 
Sitrep. 
 
Sitrep. (J 79) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1800 12 pl move to 942451 in preparation for their role in an attack by 
227 Bde which takes place tomorrow. 

1 Mx Fire Plan 
Op 'THISTLE' (H 50) 

 20th  
 

1020 
 
 

1300 

A Coy remain in same locations and concentrate on maintenance. 
Op 'THISTLE' 
10 and 11 pls C Coy in action. 
For this op Lt F. Dawson O.C. 14 pl D Coy is sent to 2 A&SH to act 
as FOO 
Lt Dawson leaves D Coy HQ to recce for a suitable OP. A shell 
explodes in front of his carrier wounding him in the side. Later he 
died whilst on his way to hospital. 
The operation achieves all its intentions and is successful. 

 
Sitrep 
Sitrep (J 80) 

 21st 1030 
 

1200 
 

1330 
 

1900 
 
 
 
 

1800 
 

2200 

A Coy Comd recces area 9343 -9443 to decide posns for pls supporting 
46 Bdes attack on GOCH the following day. 
227 Bde give orders for 9 pl C Coy to come under comd 2 Gordons and 
cover Bridge at 941421. 
These orders are now cancelled and 9 pl comes under comd 6 RSF and 
takes up a posn at 918429. 
10 and 11 pls C Coy are to engage area on right flank of RSF approx 
at 934422. 
This is also cancelled as patrols of 51 Div are in the area. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy remain in the same posns covering the front held 
by 227 Bde. 
These pls move fwd to a temporary posn at 941442 to engage 2 targets 
in sp of 6 RSF. 
An aerial attack is made on 12 and 14 pls and one bomb falls on the 
mortar line killing Cpl Johl and Pte Carter. 
13 pl D Coy cease to be under comd 46 Bde and conc in area of Coy HQ 
at 924479. 

46 Bde Op Order No 23 
               (E 15) 

 22nd  
 
 
 
 

1030 
 
 
 
 
 

1400 
1500 

 

3 and 4 pls A Coy take up posns at first light as follows :- 
3 pl at 939435 to give right flanking protection to the attack - 4 
pl at 947427 to sp the attack which is to be made by 9 Cams on right 
and 7 Sea on left with 2 GH in reserve. 
5 pl A Coy forms up with 9 Cams for re-org task. 
The plan is changed slightly and only a limited advance is to be 
attempted owing to heavy opposition on the enemys part - 4 pl is 
given an additional task to re-org from original posn in which they 
were to sp attack - 5 pl remains in reserve - Very heavy shelling 
and mortaring all day - Lieut R.W.B. Lloyd killed during the action. 
Advance A Coy HQ is est at 934454. 
B Coy carries out map shoot. 
10 and 11 pls C Coy fire on wood at 966437 and Arty FOO reports that 
the enemy has been effectively silenced. 

 
 
A Coy Trace DF Tasks 
            (J 93) 
 
 
 
 
 
                (E17) 
44 Bde Op Order No 7 
B Coy Fire Direction 
Chart.          (H42A) 
Sitrep 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1800 

12 and 14 pls D Coy return from their temporary posns of yesterday 
to their original location at 943451 - 15 pl leave the rest location 
and take up a posn at 940432 in order to sp 46 Bde attack to command 
WEEZE - UDEM rd. This objective is cancelled and more limited 
objectives chosen. 200 bombs are expended. The pl is under heavy 
fire and sustains 5 casualties. 
15 pl pulls back to 938439. 

 23rd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2100 

A coys locations remain the same. 
44 Bde attack through 46 Bde and reach all their objectives. 
B Coy takes part in the action. 
10 and 11 pls C Coy continue to fire in sp of 2 A&SH and 10 HLI. 
12 and 14 pls D Coy remain in the same posns but orders are received 
for 14 pl to sp the attack by 53 (W) Div on the right tomorrow. They 
therefore set a mortar line at 938429 but do not occupy this. Orders 
are next given for 13 and 15 pls to sp an attack by 44 Bde to 
command the WEEZE - UDEM Rd. 13 pl therefore leave Coy HQ and takes 
up a posn at 947435 - 15 pl moves to 939429. They fire 272 bombs 
during the attack and sustain 2 casualties. 
Main HQ D Coy remain in same location and a Tac HQ is formed at 44 
Bde from 0900 - 1730 hrs. 
Capt J P Livemore reports to 160 Bde 53 (W) Div as LO for the Bn in 
preparation for the attack tomorrow. 

 
 
Sitrep. (J67) 

 24th  53 Div attack down the GOCH - WEEZE Rd on the right flanks of 46 Bde 
- 3 and 5 pls A Coy sp this attack from 940418. 
7 pl B Coy carry out some good work with MMG and LMG Fire 
14 pl D Coy occupy posn of yesterdays making where they carry out 
tasks in Sp of 53 Div until 1700 hrs. It is reported that fire from 
this pl broke up at least one enemy counter attack during the day. 
A Recce party visits 12 pl to arrange take over. This party is from 
2nd Bn Middlesex. The relief is completed and 12 pl conc at Coy HQ 
by 0130 hrs on the 25th. 13 and 15 pls remain at the same locations. 

46 Bde Op Instr No 27 
                 (E18) 
46 Bde Adm Order No 20 
Sitrep    (J65) 

 25th  Bde of 3 Div relieve 46 Bde and A Coy conc in area 926453 
B Coys pls conc in area of Tac HQ. 
C Coy move to BOXTEL. 
D Coys pls conc at Coy HQ for the night. 

46 Bde Op Instr No 2 
                  (E19) 
Sitrep   (J69) 

 26th  The relief of the Bn by 53 (W) Div is now completed and we move to 
BOXTEL for a well earned rest. Bn HQ 327367 - A Coy 324351 - B Coy 
225351 - C Coy and D Coy - 331352. 

1 Mx Move Order No5(G37) 
1 Mx Training Instr(G38) 
1 Mx Training Instr No 2 
                   (G39) 
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BOXTEL 
327367 

1st 1100 Div Comd visits the Bn and expresses appreciation of the good work 
done during the last operation. 

 

 5th  C Coy move to DILSEN 598725. D/4. 
 6th  Remainder of the Bn move - Bn HQ, HQ and D Coy to BOURG-LEOPOLD 

263824 - A Coy to STALL 2577 - B Coy to SCHULEN 209653 - C Coy to 
DILSEN 598725. 

 

 7-14th  The Bn is at rest and undergoing training in river crossing 
Each Coy constructs a model LVT and class 9 rafts. 
Practice in loading vehs is carried out. 

G/36 
 
H/39. 

 14th  Ex "BUFFALO" - C and B Coys only are taking part.  
 20th  Bn HQ, HQ and D Coy move to XANTEN area in preparation for Op 

"TORCHLIGHT". Bn HQ and HQ Coy is est at SONSBECK 069371 - D Coy at 
086374. 

D/5.  D/6.  H/40. 
D/7.  D/8   H/41 
G/37. H/44  H/45 

 22nd  Coys have now arrived in area and are est as follows :- 
A  038402  - B  074407  - C  048429. 

H/46. 
J/57-64. 

 23rd 1300 
 

1400 

Tac HQ and all pls of D Coy move fwd to conc area to their allotted 
posns and dig in. 
B Coy Tac HQ move to 116424 - 6 and 8 pls complete loading of LVTs - 
7 pl occupies posn for "PEPPERPOT". 
9, 10 and 11 pls C Coy move with their Bns to the Marshalling area 
and thence to the Vehicle Waiting area, where 9 and 11 pls guns and 
15 belts per section are loaded on to LVTs - 10 pls guns and amn are 
taken by carrier to the loading area where the pl personnel joins 
them. 

 
 
 
D/9. E/12. E/13. 

 24th 0100 
 
 
 
 
 

0200 

Div "PEPPERPOT" starts. The whole of A Coy and 2 pls of B Coy 
together with all four of D Coys pls join in the tremendous barrage 
that is already being put down. The noise is unbelievable. 
"PEPPERPPOT" is controlled from Bn Tac HQ and subsequently the very 
difficult task of keeping track of all sub-units is successfully 
carried out from this location. 
H Hour Op "TORCHLIGHT". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



0210 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1200 
 
 

1300 

9 pl Comd (C Coy) with 1 sec crosses the RHINE with C Coy 10 HLI and 
digs in at 120460. At dawn enemy MGs that were causing trouble are 
hunted out and after some hand to hand fighting 12 Germans are 
killed and 32 captured. The whole of 9 pl then move up with 10 HLI 
to 126472. 10 pl C Coy cross with 2 Gordons and man-handle their 
fighting equipment to their posn in front of 2 Gordons at 098493. 
The posn is held under very heavy mortar and SA fire. 11 pl takes up 
a posn on the Bund and engages the enemy at dawn. 
A Coy, having successfully crossed, 3 pl is put into posn hurriedly 
and a counter attack against 7 Seaforths from Wood and Bridge 135494 
is successfully broken up. 
A Coys pls are now est as follows :- 
3 pl    1 sec 120487   1 sec 123487 
4 pl in reserve and 5 pl at 123465. 
The remainder of B Coy cross the river and Coy HQ reach BISLICH 
139429 at 1930 hrs. During the operation a carrier of B Coy is blown 
up by a mine injuring the driver, Pte Ward, in the back. 
A message arrives calling for the Bn Comd Gp to cross the river. The 
CO, 2 ic and small staff in two jeeps and two weasels set off at 
once for the marshalling area. 
Special permission having been granted for the early crossing, the 
remainder of the Bn Tac HQ augmented by two petrol lorries pack up 
and leave for the marshalling area at about 1800 hrs. Strangely 
enough in the marshalling area the CO's Gp and Bn Tac link up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E/16. E/17. E/18 
E/19. E/20. -/24. 
 
 
 
 
E/14. E/15. 
 
E/25. 
J/65. 

 25th 0600 
 

0630 
 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 

1050 
 
 
 
 
 

D Coy leaves marshalling area and moves to vehicle waiting area E of 
XANTEN. 
Bn Tac moves off to veh waiting area. CO's group goes straight 
through and is taken across the RHINE in BUFFALOES 
The remainder are held up for a time but are rafted across 
successfully at about 1200 hrs and the complete Tac HQ is est at 
457451 VISSEL by 1400 hrs. 
D coy commence to cross. This task completed, the Coy advances to 
the following posns :- 
Tac HQ 121478 - 12 and 13 pls 121481 - 14 and 15 pls 124475. 
A small enemy counter attack is reported from area of WISSHOP but 14 
and 15 pls soon smash this. 
7 Seaforths report enemy transport withdrawing in the BELLINGHOVEN 
area. 15 pl engages this target and their shoot is conducted with 
great efforteffect by Capt Bindloss from an OP. 
3 and 5 pl A Coy are at 123493 in re-organisation role with 9 Cams - 
4 pl giving right flank protection to 2 GH and also re-organisation 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1500 
 

1800 

from 156480. These pls fire 11 belts per gun during the attack by 
A&SH and GH. Tac HQ moves to 119476. 
B Coy HQ is est at 166479 - 6 and 8 pls conc at 126476 - 7 pl at 
177504. These pls are under comd of Inf Bns for advance to contact - 
only 7 pl in action. Lieut Stubbs of 7 pl and 6 ORs are wounded and 
evacuated during this action. 
9 pl C Coy remains in posn at 126473 until 1800 hrs when orders are 
received for them to move and conc under comd 157 Bde in area 
BISLICH. 
10 pl C Coy remain in posn with enemy MGs within their arc. 
11 pl under comd 2 A&SH move off to clear wooded area at 1448 and 
1449. 
They next come under comd 10 HLI and occupy posns at 127493 and 
124497. 

 26th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1105 
 

1230 
1410 
1500 

4 pl A Coy carry out the following DF tasks :- 
West end of wood 149491 to east end - X rd tracks 148502 both being 
called for by 2 A&SH. 3 pl is in reserve. 6 pl B Coy concs with a 
view to consolidate later, on an objective of 6 RSF in area br 
203529 - 7 pl is in reserve. 8 pl is in direct fire posn with 8 RS 
and successfully sees off a counter attack during the morning - 1 OR 
is wounded in the leg. A large number of German dead are found in 
their target area. 
10 pl C Coy is covering right flank of 2 Gordons at 106495 
11 pl conc both secs at 124495 in sp of 10 HLI - 9 pl remains attd 
to 157 Bde. 
The first task D Coy has to deal with is an enemy known to be at 
134519. 
13 pl fires on small wood at 128523. 
13 pl sp an attack by 7 Seaforths and fire on area 141502 - 142505. 
14 and 15 pls sp an attack by 10 HLI on BELLINGHOVEN. 

 

 27th 0730 3 pl A Coy RV at 170505 in sp of 2 GH and take up posns at 158504. 
Their task is to cover the gap created through 9 Cams and 2 GH being 
unable to completely take all their objectives - 4 pl occupy posn at 
172509 - 5 pl are in action supporting 9 Cams at 145510. 
B Coys pls are in the following posns :- 6 pl 200509 - 8 pl 187518 
firing direct on fixed lines along the Autobahn. 
9 pl C Coy remain under comd 157 Bde at 205488. At first light they 
move to 259488 to sp the attack of the KOSB on RINGENBERG. The 
tactical handling and adm of this pl by 157 Bde was excellent and 
enabled the fire power to be used to unaccustomed advantage. 
14 pl D Coy take up a posn at 140499 and subsequently move to 156497 
- at 1030 hrs 15 pl move to 157499. 

E/26. 



During the morning shells fall in the area of D Coy Tac HQ 
1 OR is wounded as a result of this. 

 28th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0900 
 

1300 

3 pl A Coy fires during the first phase of 46 Bdes attack and sp 7 
Seaforths - 4 pl fires in sp of 10 HLI and 5 pl in sp of 2 A&SH. 
B Coy carry out numerous tasks. 
10 and 11 pls C Coy move to 108513 and 139526 to cover advance of 2 
Gordons through wood 1252 - 1352. 
11 pl move to 139526 to carry out a similar task on 10 HLI front, 
lifting with the advance. 10 and 11 pls do not fire as there is no 
opposition. 
12, 13 and 14 pls D Coy sp attack by 2 A&SH and HLI on wood 1452 - 
1552. The pls fire on a time programme laid down by CRA. 
227 Bde are attacking SOUSFELD WOOD and the aforementioned pls of D 
Coy are supporting. In each case the attack progresses so swiftly 
that no mortar fire is required. 

 

 29th  Division comes into Corps Reserve and Bn is located as under: 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy - 146494  A Coy - 158498 
B Coy - 196503  C Coy - 148494  D Coy - 157498 

 

 30-
31st 

 Much needed maintenance, cleaning and re-organisation is carried 
out. 
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146494 1-4  Bn remains in Corps reserve and uses the time for maintenance and 
re-organisation. 

D1. 

 4  A Coy move to 903936 - B to BORGHORST 771922 - C Coy to EMSDETTEN 
853955. 

 
D2. 

GREVAN 
889913 

5  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to area GREVAN 889913. 20 prisoners are taken 
from the neighbouring woods. It is also reported that some 400 para 
troops are in the vicinity and great care is taken to safeguard the 
HQ and to ensure that as many of them as possible are safely put 
away when discovered. 

E6. 

 6  C Coy harbour party move to STELLHORN 741270. The remainder of the 
Coy move at 0900 hrs. An NCO of the party is shot and the 
surrounding woods are combed. Just after this event 77 CCP report 
to 11 pl that they are being sniped. The pl searches the area and 
takes 122 PW. Pte Ramsden is responsible for 67. These he finds 
lurking in a barn. OC C Coy decides to house them in a loft at 
BOHNHORST, where they are given a meal and marched to the PW cage 
next morning. 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 688255 arriving at this location at about 
midday after an all night convoy. These last few moves are 
reminiscent of the Normandy days. We are moving fwd and covering 60 
to 70 miles each time. On arrival at the various locations each 
unit is allotted an area by Div for which it is responsible i.e. 
clearing enemy pockets, arresting suspicious persons etc. 

E.7. 

 7  A Coy move to 738180 arriving at 0600 hrs. The area is searched but 
no enemy are found. 
B Coy move to 602262 arriving at 1500 hrs. 
9 Pl C Coy bring in 4 PW and 10 Pl bring in 5 PW. 
D Coy move to 687252. 

 

 8  9 pl takes 3 PW - 1 Offr and 2 ORs. Pte Robins is wounded in the 
leg by a sniper. C Coy HQ take 2 civilians prisoner. Coy spend day 
in maintenance. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If 
this is not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



898218 9  Bn HQ move to 898218. 
C Coy clears wood around their location to an extent of 5 kms - No 
enemy. 

 

081275 10  
1030 
1115 
1400 
1630 

Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 081275. 
A Coy move to 943215. 
B Coy move to 875246. 
D Coy move to 897216 in area of BIERDE. 
C Coy move to 171293. 9 pl joins 10 HLI. 2 PW taken near C Coy HQ. 

D3. 
E.8. 

432428 11  
 
 

1700 
 
 
 
 

2300 

Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 432428. 
A Coy move in Bde column to 465353. 4 pl are in sp of 9 Cams at 
485355. 
B Coy move to 366383. 
11 pl C Coy join 2 A&SH. 227 Bde move on axis NEUSTADT - METEL rd. 
OC C Coy joins Bde Tac HQ. 10 pl is in reserve with Coy HQ. 
Fairly stiff resistance is encountered by leading Bn and going is 
slow. 
Coy harbours at 492465 in an extremely muddy field. 
12 and 15 pls D Coy are placed in sp of 10 HLI and move off in 
their convoy. 13 and 14 pls move with 46 Bde under Bde control. 14 
pl harbour for the night with A Coy whilst 13 pl proceed to 530374 
with a view to supporting an attack with 9 Cams on enemy strong 
point around the rly crossing at 559389. Coy HQ move to Div conc 
area and are est at 431426. 

 

5950 
CELLE 

12  
 
 
 
 

0600 
 

0900 
1600 

 
 
 

2000 

Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to CELLE 5950. Many members of the Bn visit 
the concentration camp and are appalled and horrified at the 
sights. Leading citizens of the town are made to bury the dead and 
remove the sick to hospitals. Many NCOs of the Bn supervised. Bn 
guards food stores. A Coy move to 588501 with 46 Bde. 
C Coy Tac HQ move to 542479 and are joined by main Coy HQ at 1000 
hrs. 
9 pl C Coy move into CELLE with 10 HLI. 
9 and 11 pls cross R. ALLER by bridge at 621482. 11 pl follows 
leading Coy of 2 A&SH to their objective at GARSSEN. The roads are 
very bad in this area and 9 pl remains behind to tow out TCVs of 10 
HLI. They join 10 HLI next morning at 0200 hrs. 
C Coy HQ and 10 pl move off to cross cl 40 bridge at CELLE and 
harbour at 603532. 
12 and 15 pls D Coy move in Bde column through CELLE and are est at 
575533. 13 and 14 pls move together with remainder of 46 Bde and 
are est in area 5848. D Coy HQ move to CELLE at 587499. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

688624 

13  3 pl A Coy are under comd 2 GH giving right flank protection to 
Div, move to 803621. 5 pl giving left flank protection to Div move 
with 7 Seaforth. 4 pl are in reserve under comd 9 Cams. 
B Coy move to 577508. 
9 and 11 pls C Coy plus 2 pls of mortars conc at GARSSEN and at 
1100 hrs join Bde column whose objective is VELZEN. 
13 pl D Coy move at approx 0700 hrs in sp of 7 Seaforth. 14 pl move 
with 2 GH at approx 0900 hrs. 12 and 15 pls with 227 Bde. Coy HQ 
moves to 686224. 
Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 688624. 

 

 14  A Coy HQ and 3 pl move in advance-to-contact to 898791. 
B Coy concs in area 818820. 
C Coy Tac HQ moves to HOLXEN 850830 and on arrival search their 
allotted billets for arms and amn. One householder in particular is 
questioned and emphatically denies being in possession of these but 
on investigation however, a German rifle, fully loaded, a Spandau 
with amn are discovered. The man is arrested and after 
interrogation is found to be a prominent Nazi official of the 
village. 10 pl takes up posns at 865842. All three pls of C Coy are 
to sp a night attack on VELZEN. Recces are made and the gun line is 
decided on at 882862. 
12 and 15 pls D Coy having been on the move all through the night, 
arrive at HOLXEN. During the morning the sp of one mortar pl is 
required and 12 pl moves forward to HOLDENSTEDT. A plan is made for 
an attack on VELZEN. 15 pl joins 12 pl and takes posns at 883861. 
14 pl remain with 7 Seaforth and 13 pl with 2 GH. 

 

803793 15  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1600 
 
 

Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 803793. 
5 pl A Coy move to BOHLSEN 8489 to clear SUSTEDT with 7 Seaforth. 
The enemy are engaged on numerous occasions and cas are inflicted. 
4 pl move from BOKEL 8972 to NIENWOHLDE 9176 and finally to 
NETTLEKAMP 920800. A Coy HQ and 3 pl move on axis with 2 GH to 
STADENSEN 9079. At 0345 hrs en launches a counter-attack against 
STADENSEN 9079 and penetrate into Bn gp perimeter with armour and 
motorised inf. A Coy HQ and 3 pl take on def task together with 2 
GH and sp arms. Cas are inflicted on armour and inf and attack is 
repulsed. CSM A Chapman is wounded in the leg during this action. 
7 Pl B Coy in sp of 8 RS cover eastern approaches to BORNE 8883. 6 
pl are in sp of 6 RSF for consolidation in NIENDORF 9085 and 
HALLIDORF area. 7 pl is at 907848 and 6 pl 914862. 
6 pl move fwd to HALLIDORF and shoot up on tpt moving along rd 
ESTERHOLZ 9384 - VELZEN 9089. 

 



1730 7 pl is ordered to take up posns in NIENDORF 9085 covering rly 
running SE. Pls of C Coy are in action firing on front edge of wood 
877891 to 884902. 
11 pl then takes up a posn at 881866 covering the open ground at 
8787 - 8687 - 8688 - 8788 - 8789. 2 PW are taken from a deep dug-
out at no 1 sec's posn. Cpl McAree whilst crawling into an 'L' 
shaped trench comes face to face with 2 Germans on reaching the 
corner. They are both armed but give themselves up without any 
trouble. 
12 and 15 pls D Coy carry out an observed shoot on enemy MT 
withdrawing to VELZEN. 14 pl remains with 7 Seaforth in 
KLEINESUSTED and during the day enemy patrols are engaged and DF 
tasks also registered. 13 pl assist in repulsing heavy counter-
attack on 2 GH. D Coy HQ move to 804793. 

 16  7 pl B Coy take up counter-penetration role owing to the advance of 
the formation on their right. The remainder of the Coy are standing 
by ready to move fwd. 

 
E 11. 

 17  3 and 4 pls A Coy provide left flank protection to 46 Bde in the 
attack on VELZEN - 3 pl in a posn at 880866 and 4 pl 958901. 
7 pl B Coy occupy posn at 929871 and capture 4 Germans whilst doing 
so. 
6 pl B Coy occupy a posn at 913886 both pls being engaged in 
harassing the N and NE approaches to VELZEN. 
Mortar pls remain on call from their various Bdes. 15 pl sp Recce 
Sqn and assist in the capture of HAMSEN 8487 and HOLTHUSEN 8188. 

 

 18  A Coy HQ move to 894885 and pls give flank protection to 46 Bde and 
engage series of enemy proceeding west from VELZEN to woods. 
7 pl B Coy move to LIDERIN 928884 and later to MOLZEN with 1 Coy of 
RS to take over from 6 Airborne. 
9 pl C Coy join 10 HLI - 10 pl join 2 Gordons - 11 pl join 2 A&SH 
as part of respective Bn Gps for move to area of VELZEN. 
D Coy HQ captures 17 of the enemy in the area VELZNER - STADT - 
FORST and find in WESTERWEYHE 25 British, 2 American and 1 Polish 
PWX who are brought to Coy HQ. 

 

569988 19  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 569988. 
A Coy move fwd in 46 Bde column and conc at 924980. 
B Coy move to 906960 and conc with 44 Bde. 
227 Bde incl C Coy move northwards via VELZEN to VASTORF 8815. 
There being no opposition the move is extended to SCHARNEBEEK 
848252. 

D4. 



11 pl who are harboured at HITTBURGEN 905315 experience some 
unpleasant moments when shells land in their location. Pte Tanner 
is wounded in right arm and leg. 
D Coy move to BARUM 864986. 

849252 20  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to 849252. 
A Coy move to 939209 - pls move with respective Bns giving short 
range local protection. 
B Coy move to RUHSTORF 903155. 
C Coy move to 805289 and pls carry out harassing shoots in area 
9035. 
D Coy HQ move to 853253. 15 Pl with Recce move up to GARZE 9727 and 
engage BLECKEDE. OC Recce is informed that our inf are coming up 
from the south and therefore decides to withdraw to NEETZE. 

D5. 
E.12. 

 21  A Coy move to 956266 and pls take up posns to harass N of R ELBE. 
B Coy move to 800206 and conc under 44 Bde. 
9 and 11 pls C Coy are to take up harassing role on R ELBE with 10 
pl in reserve. During the day 11 pl spots 6 Germans running along 
on the opposite bank - 3 of which soon discontinued running. 
14 pl D Coy are supporting 9 Cams at GARZE. 

 

 22  11 pl C Coy request location of enemy gun from RA OP. This gun has 
been lobbing shells in the pls area. The gun is located and the pl 
opens up silencing 1 88 mm and 2 20 mm guns. 
14 pl D Coy carry out opportunity shoots on the E bank of the 
river. 

 

 23  10 pl C Coy relieve 11 pl. 
14 pl D Coy shoot up barges on the river. Later in the day they are 
relieved by 15 Pl. 

 

 24  One sec of 3 pl A Coy take up direct fire posns and fire on a small 
party of Germans on the other bank inflicting cas. 
2 A&SH having watched a ration truck on the other side of the river 
which arrives at a certain point the same time each day, calls upon 
1 sec of 10 pl C Coy who fire with good effect. 

 

 25  A Coy move to 910290. 
B Coy move to 775205. 

 

 26  A Coy carry out harassing shoots. 
OC C Coy recces posns for Op 'ENTERPRISE'. Lt J.A. BOUND joins Coy 
and takes over Comd 10 pl. 

 

 27/28  All Coys are endeavouring to get maximum rest prior to impending 
Op. 

 

 29  
0130 

 

Op 'ENTERPRISE'. 
'PEPPERPPOT' commences and continues until 2000 hrs. 

E15. E16. 
E47 - E55. 



0800 9 pl and Tac HQ C Coy are called to control point and whilst 
waiting to cross the ELBE the enemy makes an air attack. The pl 
narrowly escapes being hit by gunfire from these planes. 1 sec of 9 
pl crosses by 1030 hrs the remainder getting across by 1430 hrs. 
During the crossing 8 enemy aircraft attack and Tac HQ on the N 
side have some very nasty moments but fortunately come through 
unscathed. 9 pl then joins 10 HLI and takes up posns at 838385 and 
832385 later move fwd to 814384 with arc to west to incl GRUNHORF. 
11 pl join 2 A&SH to take up posns at 813386 with targets at 798395 
and 793397. Tac HQ and 10 pl then move to 2 Gordons area at 803374. 
4 and 5 pls A Coy cross by LVT under priority of 46 Bde and 4 pl 
goes into action with 7 Seaforths. 
14 and 15 pls come out of action at 0700 hrs and await orders from 
46 Bde to cross the river. These pls reach VWAA at approx 1030 hrs. 
O.C. Coy crosses with the C.O. at 1230 hrs but the 2 pls are 
considerably delayed and do not land on the other bank until 1730 
hrs. 

 30  3 pl A Coy occupies HEIDBURG 3987 with posns covering gaps between 
2 GH and 7 Seaforth in conjunction with 4 pl. 4 pl move to LUTAU 
8741 facing NE and giving protection from the ZUCKEN HOLZ which is 
not yet cleared. 
8 pl B Coy move to KOLLOW 8144. Coy HQ concs at 829421. 7 pl are in 
reserve at GULZOW 8342. 6 pl take up a direct fire posn in sp of 6 
RSF at 825495. 
9 pl C Coy move to GRUNHOF 800388. 11 pl move to 782390. Tac HQ 
join Bde Tac at TESPERHUDE. Coy main crosses at 1500 hrs. 9 pl then 
occupy WIRDSHOP with 10 HLI. 
Bn HQ TAC crosses at approx 0630 hrs after waiting all night in the 
marshalling area. HQ Coy follows later in the day. 
12 pl D Coy crosses at 0800 to sp the Bde advance to the west. 13 
pl crosses at 0100 hrs and are placed in sp of 8 RS at JULIUSBURG 
8439. 14 pl having crossed with 2 GH assist in their occupation of 
LATAU whilst 15 pl sp 9 Cams from a posn at 897394 

 

 
  



ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or        Unit 1st Bn The Middlesex Regt. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year May 1945.             Commanding Officer Lt Col ANW Kidston. 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

 1  Bn HQ and HQ Coy is est at SCHWARZENBEK 834394. 
A Coy 774604 - B Coy 825489 - C Coy 796377 - D Coy 817407 
2 batmen of C Coy capture 2 PW from a house in TESPERHUDE. 
9 pl with 10 HLI occupy WORTH 7744. 11 pl move with 2 A&SH via 
GEESTHACHT to 774420. 
44 bde is relieved during the night and concs in area NE of CULZOW. 
14 and 15 pls D Coy are in sp of this Bde. At 2000 hrs orders are 
received to place one pl under comd of 15 Recce Regt. 15 pl was 
accordingly ordered to stand by. 

 

 2  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to WORTH 779449. 
227 Bde Gp advances in a westerly direction, 9 pl C Coy with 10 HLI 
who take HOHENHORN 7545 and KROPPELSHAGEN FAHRENDORF 7146 against 
some opposition. Bde HQ follow on this axis and 9 and 10 pls harbour 
near X rds 715469. C Coy HQ is est at HOHENHORN. 2 A&SH advance on 
the left hand route. 1 Coy of A&SH on the high ground on the right 
of the axis. When south of FAHRENDORF, a sec of 9 pl who is with 
this Coy, comes under heavy mortar fire and opposition from 2 20 mm 
flak guns about 400 yds from 733447. Vigorous action from this sec 
silenced the flak guns and attention is turned to the buildings in 
FAHRENDORF, which are held by the enemy. In spite of supporting fire 
from 2 tanks falling unpleasantly close, they are able to get into 
and clear the buildings. The sec then carry on and enter BORNSEN 
693458. 8 PW are taken. 

 

 3  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to KUDDEWORDE 772581. 
46 Bde are engaged in clearing ops in area SACHEN WALD and A Coy 
provides flank protection. 4 pl in action S of BRUNSTORF at 786472 
giving right flank protection from main rd SCHWARZENBEK - 
DUSSENDORF. 5 pl in action S of DUSSENDORF at 752467 giving left 
flank protection S of rd up to Forest. 3 pl in action at 768473. At 
1200 hrs Coy is relieved by Royal Welch and conc in area of TRITTAU 
774604. 
B Coy HQ move to 721583. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E 23. 
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227 Bde relieved by a Bde of 53 Div and C Coy conc at 778560. 
12, 13 and 14 pls D Coy move with Bde Gps to conc areas N of SACHEN 
WALD. 

 4  Bn HQ and HQ Coy move to HAMMOOR 707721. 
A Coy less 3 pl are resting at MOLLHAGEN. 3 pl is guarding a train 
at 868858, containing American Red Cross supplies. 
B Coy are conc at FISHBECK. 
C Coy are in billets in AHRENSBURG area. 
12 pl D Coy after reporting to the Provost Staff 11 Armd Div, take 
over some 4,000 German PW at LUBECK and with the help of 15 Pl 
escort them along the Autobahn to a PW collecting point at Factory 
665683. This was accomplished with the aid of carriers. 
"CEASE FIRE" received at 2050 hrs - to take effect from 0800 hrs on 
5 May 1945. 

 

 5  Bn comes under comd CO and is given the gargantuan task of guarding 
and administrating numerous PW camps in the Div area. 

 

 6  D Coy HQ move to 658676 and carry out general administration 
12 pl D Coy move to 660680 and take control of large buildings 
housing many hundreds of PW. 13 and 14 pls, assisted by 15 pl 
continue with administration of the factory PW cage. 

 

 7  4 pl A Coy establish a PW camp at BARGTEHEIDE with approx 2,000 PW  
 8  B Coy move to BARGTEHEIDE and take over camp from A Coy. 

11 pl C Coy is relieved by 5 pl A Coy from RED BARN CAMP and return 
to their billets in AHRENSBURG. 

 

 9  CO holds admin conference at Bn HQ. 
11 pl C Coy takes over STELLMORE CAMP from a pl of B Coy. This camp 
consists of some 947 German and Hungarian PW. 
9 pl C Coy hand over REFORM CAMP to 131 Field Regt. 
4 pl A Coy start another camp at a Glass Factory between 
DELLINGSDORF and AHRENSBURG. 
1,000 PW sent to A Coy and a further 800 admitted to D Coy's camp. 

 

 10  9 pl C Coy placed under comd D Coy to assist at Factory Camp. 
B Coy move to VOLKSDORF. 
D Coy dispose of 900 PW. 

 

 11  A Coy hand over commitments to 2 Gordons and conc at MOLLHAGEN. 
C Coy hand over to 2 Gordons STELLMORE CAGE. 

 

 14  Bn concs in VOLKSDORF. Excellent billets. Coys move independently 
with Bn HQ and HQ Coy bringing up the rear, arriving at midday. 
Locations :- Bn HQ and HQ 614639 - A 614640 - B 615644 - 
             C 613629 - D 612639. 

D4  J39 
D 5-6-7. 

 15  All arrangements made to celebrate ALBUHERA DAY tomorrow. 
News comes at midday that Bn may have to move at short notice. 

 
 



At 1500 the move is confirmed and we leave tomorrow for TRAVEMUNDE 
to land and escort PW (from BALTIC) to OLDENBURG PENINSULAR. Recce 
parties go off at 1800 hrs. CO leaves for area and holds O Gp at 
2315 hrs after a recce. 

 
D 8-9. 

 16  Albuhera Day. 
Bn (less B Coy) moves to Baltic coast at 0700 hrs, arriving about 
0930 hrs. 
Locations :- HQ 036026  A 055038  B 615644  C 064007  D 051017 
Prisoners start to land at 1300 hrs. C Coy arrange disembarkation in 
conjunction with elts of Royal Navy. About 6,000 are disembarked 
during the day and taken off to transit camp est by D Coy. M.O. and 
staff are kept busy with anti louse powder and guns. 

 

 17  Another boat in and disembarkation by C Coy is started at about 0830 
hrs. A Coy collect the PW in D Coy's cage and march them off to 
WINTERSHAGEN where they are handed over to reps of a WEHRMACHT 
Corps. Demonstrations by civilians who cheer and attempt to give 
food etc., to PW cause some difficulties. Arrogance on the part of 
PW is ruthlessly dealt with also slackness. 3 ton lorries follow the 
column but only stragglers picked up are men whose feet are bleeding 
badly or who have lost consciousness. Bayonets and sticks have to be 
used on many occasions. B Coy who have arrived during the day join A 
Coy and share the marching problems. Our own troops had to march 
with the PW as control could not be maintained from the carriers. 
Approx 6,000 more PW are passed through the cage and on to the 
German Corps during the day. 

 

 18  During the next few days there is not much on and the time is mainly 
spent on odd drill parades, a little firing out at sea, bathing and 
sun-bathing on the sands. 
D Coy move nearer to A and B Coys (058041). 

 

 19  Entertainment in LUBECK starts and various cinema and ENSA shows are 
seen each day. 
20 PW arrive and are passed straight through to WINTERSHAGEN. 
120 PW are again passed straight through to WINTERSHAGEN. 

 

 22  Bn moves back from TRAVEMUNDE area in "penny packets". 
A good convoy spread over about 30 miles of autobahn. 
CO's conference at 1400 hrs to discuss new commitments - mainly 
guarding camps, dumps and cages at present guarded by RA. 
Court of Inquiry at 1500 hrs on death of Pte David of D Coy. 
Coy Comds contact Bty and Fd Regts from which they are taking over. 
Lieut LC Chamberlain leaves for England as Instructor at PTC. 

D 10 
 
D 11-12-13-14 

 23  CO's conference at 0900 hrs to tie up take over from RA. 
D and C Coys to move out tomorrow. Remainder stay in Volksdorf. 

 



 24  D Coy move to 631786. C Coy to 672515. 
5 pl A Coy take over guard duties, supplying of rations and 
supervision of hygiene of PW at REDBARN SS PW Cage BARGTEHEIDE. 
7 and 8 pls B Coy guard Div PW Cage at AHRENSBURG and 1 sec of 6 pl 
guard SS Hospital in the town. 1 sec of 9 pl C Coy are at BISMARK Fm 
692576 and 1 sec at Amn Dump 683544. 1 sec of 10 pl are at Factory 
645525 and the other sec at DP Camp 652515. 11 pl C Coy are on 
patrol duties around SCHONNINGSTEDT 675514. 

 

 25  4 pl A Coy join 5 pl to assist in duties at REDBARN Camp.  
 26  Notification given to all Burgermeisters that French, Belgian, 

Dutch, Swiss and Danes will be collected tomorrow. 
D 15-20. 

 27  All French, Belgian, Dutch, Swiss and Danes in KREIS STORMARN are 
collected for onward transmission to LUBECK and thence to their 
respective countries and homes. 

 

 29  Check on all PWX and DPs starts. 
KREIS STORMARN divided up into Coy sectors. Every town and village 
to be visited. 

 
J 40 

 30  4 and 5 pls A Coy provide escort for the transferring of PW from RED 
BARN Camp to SS PW Cage at NEUEN - GAMME. At 1630 hrs both pls 
return to Coy location. 

 

 31  Bn locations as follows :- 
      Bn HQ and HQ Coy      VOLKSDORF 614639 
      A Coy                     "     614646 
      B Coy                     "     615644 
      C Coy                 SCHONNINGSTEDT 672515 
      D Coy                 NIENWOHLD 631786. 
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Shermanbury 1 1100 
1430 
1800 

Usual supply point in Coy location 
Normal supply point. 
Ten lorry loads of ammunition arrived. 

WG 
WG 
WG 

" 2 0530 
1100 
1430 
1445 
1600 

Capt Boorman & 25 drivers arrived back with ammunition. 
USUAL SUPPLY POINT IN COMPANY LOCATION. 
NORMAL SUPPLY POINT. 
17 PDR AMMUNITION DELIVERED TO 97 A/TANK REGT R.A. 
PRACTICE LOADING OF MAIN BODY. 

WG 
GB 
GB 
GB 
GB 

" 3 0600 
0830 
1330 
1630 
1930 

VEHICLE LEFT FOR COLLECTION OF 100 RDS 17 PDR. 
VEHICLES LEFT WITH 17 PDR FOR 91 A/TANK REGT R.A. 
Normal supply points established. 
Jeeps arrived Workshops for formation use 
ENSA "B" Show given in N.A.A.F.I. 

GB 
GB 
) 
) [signature] Capt. 
) 

 
Shermanbury 

4 0745 
1100 
1430 

Collection of supplies. 
Supply Point in locations 
Usual Supply Point (Opened 1430, closed 1530) 

[initials] 
) 
)[initials] 

" 5 1100 
+ 

1430 
2300 

 
 
Usual supply points. 
'Adoration' message received & acked. 

 
 
JU 
JU 

SHERMANBURY 6 1100 
+ 

1430 
1610 

 
 
Usual Supply Points 
Lt Vergnaud, W/Shops Officer reported 

 
 
DRS 
DRS 

 7th 0800 
1100 
1200 
1600 

) Normal Supply collection & BBP 
) 
F.A.M.T.Os collected from Feltham, 14 x 3 Tonner 
retrieves Salvage Ammo - 1 x 3 Ton B/D with ADOS Stores; Capt 
Ashbury posted to R.V.C. WEF 8th 

[initial] 
 
[initial] 
[initial] 
[initial] 

 8 1100 
+ 

) 
) 
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1400 
1930 

) Normal Sup Ps. 
Salvage amn left for ASD Abinger. Returned 0230 hrs. 

GB 
GB 

SHERMANBURY 9. 1100 
1400 
1800 

) Normal Supply Points 
) 
Ammunition Salvage returned to Shoreham and loaded in wagons. 

) 
) WG 
WG 

 10.  Usual Sup Pts. 
Surplus practice ammo received from various Divl Units. 

JU 
JU 

 11.  W.A.S.P. Fuel surplus disposed of. 
Usual Sup Pts. 
All practice ammo ret to A.S.D. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

 12.  Usual Sup Pts. 
Final preparations for movement of "Main Body" to Marshalling 
Area. 

JU 
 
JU 

 13.  Main Body moved to Marshalling Area. JU 
WANSTEAD FLATS. 14  Awaiting embarkation at Marshalling Area. JU 

LONDON 15 1400 Left Marshalling Area for London, Millwall Docks, boarded ship & 
sailed at 1900 hrs. 

 
JU 

 16  )  
 17  )  
 18  )  
 19  )  
 20  ) At sea. JU 
 21  )  
 22  )  
 23  )  
 24  )  

NORMANDY FRANCE 25 1500 Landed on beaches of Normandy & proceeded to Esquay-sur-Seulles 
M.R. 843791 Sheet 7F/1. 

 
JU 

" 
NORMANDY 

26 0730 
0930 

Moved to new location at Brecy M.R. 881780 / 7F/1. 
Opened Ammo Point at M.R. 893734. Forward Control Point for 3 
Ammo Pts manned by O.C. Coy. 

JU 
 
JU 

 27  Ammo Points still operating. Coy lines full with loaded 
replenishment vehicles. 

 
JU 

 28  Ammo Points still operating. JU 
 29  H.Q. & W/Shops moved up to ARTY A.P. location & established at 

M.R. 893733 Sheet 7F/1. 
 
JU 

 30  ARTY A.P. continues with periodical dumping programmes of 25 pdr 
to guns, day & night. Replenishment from B.A.D. 

 
JU 
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Shermanbury 13 
June 

0215 Main party moved off en route to Marshalling Area. WG 

 14. 1400 Contacted ADOS Bolney re L.M.Gs to bring up to Scale, also 
interviewed ADOS Sussex Dist. Indents prepared & passed. 

 
WG 

 15. 1100 
 

1600 
 

2100 

Vehicle proceeded to Weedon to collect Bren Guns, bringing unit 
entitlement up to Scale. 
FAMTOs collected from Feltham & spares to repair OCs car from 
Guildford. 
Proceeded to Worthing to inspect new billets. 

 
WG 
 
WG 
WG 

 
 
 
 
 

Shermanbury 

16  
 
 
 
 

1000 
1200 

Contacted DCRE, Oi/c Barracks & Capt 2M of residues re 
accommodation at Worthing especially Shakespeare Hotel which was 
in a very bad state. 
Waterproofing completed except for two domestic vehicles. Staff 
car left to collect Bren Guns for CRASC from Weedon. 
1 x 3 tonner went forward to marshalling area with CRASC. 
RAOC ammunition examiner called re ammunition on Dump. 

 
 
WG 
WG 
WG 

 17. 0945 
1015 

Capt Boorman left for Div Residues at Worthing. 
Stores being collected from Oi/c Barracks today. 

 
WG 

 18 1000 
1100 
2000 

 
 

2100 
2130 

AMMUNITION CHECKED AND 30 TONS DESPATCHED FROM DUMP 
ORDNANCE STORES COLLECTED FROM BOLNEY DUMP. 
HQ CLOSED DOWN AT SHERMANBURY. VEHICLES AND PERSONNEL OF HQ 
RASC, AND COMPANY PRIORITY AND ULITMATE RESIDUES, DEPARTED FOR 
WORTHING. 
COY HQ ESTABLISHED AT WORTHING 
MOVE DOWN FROM SHERMANBURY COMPLETED. 

GB 
GB 
 
 
GB 
GB 
GB 

WORTHING 19 0800 
0930 
1000 
1030 
2000 

PARTY LEFT FOR WORKING ON AMMUNITION DUMP 
O.C. No 1 GROUP DIV RESIDUES CONTACTED 
ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION TAKEN OVER 
WATERPROOFING COMMENCED ON LAST VEHICLES OF PRIORITY RESIDUE 
AMMUNITION PARTY RETURNED. 

GB 
GB 
GB 
GB 
GB 

 20 0830 AMMUNITION PARTY DEPARTED FOR SHERMANBURY GB 
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0930 
1000 
1700 

ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION TAKEN OVER 
WATERPROOFING OF LAST VEHICLES OF PRIORITY RESIDUE COMPLETED 
AMMUNITION PARTY RETURNED 

GB 
GB 
GB 

 21 1000 Further accommodation taken over in Tennyson Rd 
Training programme drawn up incorporating Bren Sten Piat 

 
WG 

 22 1400 O2E. 2nd Echelon contacted re reinforcements, all being supplied 
except Blacksmith 
Ammunition detail at Shermanbury completed. 

 
WG 

 23 1200 Major Sword contacted re revision of Staff tables WG 
WORTHING 24 0715 Coy left for Cissbury Ranges to fire Brens Stens & remained 

there until 1500 hrs. 
 
WG 

 25 0900 Church parades for all denominations held. WG 
 26 1240 

 
1400 

Commander Div Residues visited location & gave talk to unit 
personnel. 
Sten firing on Cissbury Ranges for Comp & W/sps pl. 

 
WG 
WG 

 27 0730 
1600 

Left for route march 
Returned from route march having completed 22 miles 

 
WG 

 28 0830 Whole Coy left for ranges to fire Stens & Piat WG 
 29 1900 12 Reinforcements received from R.H.U. WG 
 30 1400 Contacted Residue Commander & adjutants re adjusting of staff 

tables, everything satisfactorily settled. 
 
WG 
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NORMANDY. 01  H.Q., A Pl, & W/shops less one Sec. still established at M.R. 
893733 / 7F/1. 
Dumping programme continues. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 02 1400 
 

1600 

Enemy shells fall in close proximity to Coy location. 
CRASC visited Coy. 
Coy moved to previous location M.R. 881779. 
Arty Pt & surplus ammo handed to 53 Div. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 03  Maint check & repairs to all Vehs carried out by Coy W/Shop. JU 
" 04  Replenished 2nd line Ammo. JU 
" 05  A.P. in Coy location. JU 
" 06.  Ammo re-loaded to new Scale. 2nd Line replenished. JU 
" 07.  25 Pdr examined for faulty assembly JU 
" 08  CRASC inspected location. JU 

NORMANDY 09 1000 Church parade at 399 Coy location. JU 
" 10  Amn Pt opened at Bretteville M.R. 928724. JU 
" 11  Amn Pt remained open. JU 
" 12 1330 

 
Warning order to move. Move cancelled at 1515. 
Unit came under cmd 12th Corps. 
Priority Residues arrived at 2330 hrs. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 13 1015 
 
Coy moved to Secqueville-en-Bessin M.R. 909738. 
Remainder of Priority Residue joined Coy. 
Amn point closed & returned to Coy location 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 14  Amn dumping programme. 
1659 Arty Pl (Lt) attached to this unit for amn duties. 

JU 
JU 

" 15  Dumping programme continued. JU 
" 16  All vehs in Coy put on amn detail. JU 
" 

NORMANDY 
17  

1620 
Dumping continued. 
1659 Arty Pl (Lt) R.A.S.C. returned to original location & 
ceased to be attached. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 18 0600 A.P. opened at M.R. 923708. Location inspected by CRASC. JU 
" 19  A.P. remained open.  
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" 20 0500 Ultimate residue joined Coy from Assembly Area JU 
" 21  Holdings of 2nd Line amn reduced, on instrs from CRASC. Surplus 

despatched to C.A.D. 
 
JU 

" 22  Warning order to move. A.P. closed. 
Recce carried out of new location. 

JU 
JU 

" 23 0800 Coy moved to new location at Castillion M.R. 717722. JU 
" 24  Unit came under command 30th Corps. 

Location inspected by CRASC 
JU 
JU 

" 25.  Vehicles off loaded in preparation for collection from BAD to 
commence dumping programme. 

 
JU 

NORMANDY 26 0900 Personnel not on amn details proceeded to rifle & machine 
carbine range for practice firing 
Amn collection from BAD. 

 
JU 
JU 

 27 0500 Dumping programme commenced. JU 
 28  Dumping programme continued. 

Personnel proceeded to 30 Corps Rest Camp. 
JU 
JU 

 29 1200 Arty Amn Pt established in location JU 
 30 1400 

0600 
Recce made of new location 
Unit came under command 8th Corps. 
Coy moved to new location M.R. 717644. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

 31  Report Centre established in forward area for Arty Amn.  
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Worthing 1 1000 Application made for further five reinforcements to bring unit 
up to Scale. 

 
WG 

 2. 0830 Voluntary church parade for all denominations WG 
 3. 0830 Final check up on vehicle maintenance made prior to move. Capt 

Boorman attended Residue Commanders conference. 
WG 
WG 

 4. 1800 Five reinforcements received making unit up to strength. WG 
 5 1000 Warning order received and Capt Boorman attended conference 

receiving information about move to marshalling area. 
 
WG 

 6 0630 
 

1530 

Company lined up & moved off to marshalling area, passed S.P. 
0700 hrs. 
Arrived & marshalled in Romford Area 

 
WG 
WG 

 
Worthing 

 

7 1100 Warned to be ready to move to embarkation between 1100 hrs & 
1400 hrs. Subsequently moved off at 1700 hrs but returned to 
area at 1800 hrs. 

WG 
 
WG 

 8 0500 Moved off to embarkation area with vehicles & commenced loading 
at 0730 hrs. Completed loading at 1800 hrs & embarked marching 
personnel. Ship sailed between 2200 hrs & 0600 hrs 9 July. 

 
 
WG 

 9  At Sea WG 
 10  At Sea WG 
 11  At Sea awaiting to be disembarked WG 
 12 1530 Disembarked & proceeded to assembly area waiting instructions to 

join up with unit main body 
 
WG 

 13 0315 
 

1130 
 

1800 

Left assembly area & proceeded to Div Main Area arriving at 0445 
hrs 
Left div area & proceeded to Company location arriving at 1215 
hrs 
Capt Boorman rejoined the priority party at Coy location. 

 
WG 
 
WG 
WG 
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LES MESNIL. 
NORMANDY. 

1. 0600 Established A.P. (25 Pounder) at M.R. 704605. 
Replenishing from 52 F.M.C. at BALLEROY 
Enemy air activity at night. 

 
JU 

 2. 0900 
1600 

All up routes closed to traffic other than 11th Armd Div. 
1653 RASC Pln Arty supplying 61 Med Regt came under cmd this 
Coy. 

JU 
 
JU 

 3. 0700 Dumping programme, 8 Serials (88 Vehs) passing through Report 
Cent. at M.R. 689549 Sheet 6F/4. 

 
JU 

 4. 0400 
 

0900 
 

1600 

Dumping programme commenced 0400 hrs. 
Total vehicles 70. 4 Serials. O.C. Coy Officer i/c. 
Recce party left Coy location to recce area LA FERRIERE AU DOYEN 
M.R. 6952. 
Coy ready to move. Moved at 1940 hrs to 698528 6F/4. 

 
JU 
 
JU 
JU 

LA FERRIERE 
AU DOYEN 

5 1545 Coy location shelled from S.E. direction. One wounded casualty 
in Coy. One killed & three wounded in 1653 Pl attached. Four Coy 
vehs damaged. One evacuated. 

 
 
JU 

" 6.  A.P. opened at M.R. 671486 Sheet 6F/4. 
33 Vehs attached from other Coys for humping. 

JU 
JU 

" 7.  Dumping continues. Three serials to guns at 2315 hrs, 2330 hrs & 
2345 hrs. 
Re-loading from F.M.C. 

 
JU 

" 8.  A.P. type B moved to new location M.R. 725458. 
Collected Amn left here for inspection by R.A.O.C. 

 

" 9.  Nothing to report. JU 
" 10.  Nothing to report. JU 
" 11.  Instrs received to draw Amn from 53 F.M.C. 

1653 Pl ceased to be attached. 
JU 
JU 

LA FERRIERE 
AU DOYEN 

12 1500 Instrs received for 9 Vehs to stand by for 399 Coy for attach to 
46 Bde 

 
JU 

" 13. 1400 
 
9 Vehs reported to 399 Coy while moving to CAEN Sector with 46 
Bde. 

 
JU 
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1700 Recce party standing by to recce EVRECY area JU 
EVRECY 14 0800 

1300 
A.P. closed. Vehs ret to Coy location. 
Coy ready to move to M.R. 850588 Sh 7/F3 at 1350 hrs. All vehs 
in new location by 1700 hrs. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 15 1200 
 

1600 

Burial party. One N.C.O. & twenty men sent to 399 Coy location 
to assist in burial of British & German dead found in location. 
Divisional Cmdr Brigadier Barber visited Coy & addressed the 
entire Coy. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

" 16 1000 
1200 

Small arms of Coy inspected by RAOC personnel. 
Recce party left to recce new area for A.P. area 9843. 

JU 
JU 

EVRECY 17 1600 Warning order for Coy to move to area LE HUTRAY Sheet 7F/3. JU 
" 18 1950 Coy moved at 1950 hrs to M.R. 005538 Sh 7F/3. JU 

LA ROCHETTE 19 1000 
1400 

A.P. type B opened at M.R. 088423 Sh 7F/4. 21 Vehs. 
Recce party left for area FALAISE. 

JU 
JU 

 20 1815 Coy moved to location MR 088423 Sh 7F/4. JU 
USSY 21  Exceptionally bad weather. JU 
 22 1800 Number of vehs (10) proceeded to amn depot at ARMY ROADHEAD with 

surplus amn to re-adjust amn holdings to new scale. 
 
JU 

 23 0600 Twelve vehs loaded with 25 Pdr attached to 283 Inf Bde Coy. JU 
 
 

USSY 

24  
 

1000 

Recce party left to recce area VIMOUTIERS but had to return as 
enemy still in new location. 
1662 & 1663 Arty Plns RASC attached this Unit. 

 
JU 
JU 

 
VIMOUTIERS 

25 1230 Coy moved to location at VIMOUTIERS. 
On arrival in location VIMOUTIERS patrol i/c Officer sent out to 
locate German soldiers suspected of being in neighbouring wood.  

JU 
 
JU 

 26 1400 
1930 

Coy left for GRAND CHAIN arrived 1630 hrs. 
Coy left GRAND CHAIN for BARC MR. 957753 Sh 8F/4 arrived 2100 
hrs. 

JU 
 
JU 

BARC 27 1000 Recce party left to recce area S of LOUVIERS for A.P. JU 
 28 0700 

1200 
1400 

A.P. opened at M.R. 206875 Sh 9F/1. 
16 Vehs from Arty Plns attached sent to A.P. 
Recce party left to recce area LOUVIERS 

JU 
JU 
JU 

 29 1000 
1400 

Coy moved to area LOUVIERS. M.R. 206875 / 9F/1 
A.P. moved to area 2990 E. of R. SEINE. 

JU 
JU 

LOUVIERS 30 0900 1662 & 1663 Arty Plns R.A.S.C. CTBA this Unit. 
Complete 2nd line Amn sent to A.P. at M.R. 314904. 

JU 
JU 

 31  300 Re-inforcements collected at 106 CRC & brought to Coy 
location & disposed of. 

 
JU 
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HERQUEVILLE 
E. of R SEINE 

1ST 1430 
2130 

Coys moved to HERQUEVILLE from LA HAYE DE COMTE. 
32 Vehs left location for 103 F.M.C. at M.R. 9575 to move F.M.C. 
Ord. Stores.  

JU 
 
JU 

" 2ND 0430 26 Vehs offloaded in location & sent to 103 F.M.C. to convey 159 
B.I.S. to 105 F.M.C. in POIX area. 

 
JU 

" 3RD 1500 
2100 

32 Vehs ret to Coy location on completion of Ord. detail. 
26 Vehs ret to Coy location having completed moving 159 BIS. 

JU 
JU 

SAISSEVAL 4TH 0700 
0700 

Unit moved to new location in area SAISSEVAL 
36 Vehs left to collect Pet. at No 4 Army Roadhead at RUGGLES. 

JU 
JU 

" 
 

HEM 

5TH 0300 
1600 
1620 
1600 

36 Vehs on Pet. detail returned. 
34 Pet. Vehs left for forward Pet Pt. 
Unit moved to new location in Area HEM M.R. 792366. 
Amn Pt opened at TOURCOING M.R. 8749 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

LUINGHE 6TH 1500 
1500 
2400 

Unit moved to location LUINGHE M.R. 823476. 
20 loaded Vehs sent to forward Pet Pt. 
11 loaded Pet. vehs arrived in location from Pet. dump. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 7TH 0500 
0600 
1430 

A.P. established with 15 x 3 Ton lorries at PECQ. M.R. 019456. 
21 Vehs to Pet. Depot to collect Pet 
16 Vehs left for Brussels area to collect Amn. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 8TH  Normal maintenance  
" 

KHERKOVE 
9TH 1530 

0900 
Coy moved to new location at KHERKOVE M.R. 019529. 
H.Q. R.A.S.C. (REAR) attached to this Coy. 

JU 
JU 

 10TH 1400 Left old location for MEUSEGHAM M.R. 582682 JU 
MEUSEGHAM 11TH  Normal Supply details JU 
MEUSEGHAM 12th 1200 

1600 
1600 

Coys moved to new location at BETECOM M.R. 932684 
Amn Pt established at M.R. 9772. 
1670 Arty Pl came under Cmd this Coy. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

AVERBODE 13th 0900 
1400 
0900 

Coy moved to new location at AVERBODE M.R. 070748. 
1661, 1662 & 9 vehs from 1665 Arty Plns come under cmd this Coy 
I.T.S. arrive at Coy for Veh inspections 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 14th 0930 I.T.S. continue inspections. Normal maint & Sup. JU 
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1400 Location inspected by CRASC JU 
 15th 1400 Coy moved to new location at WINKELOMSCHE HEIDE M.R. 094838. 

Guards doubled. 
 
JU 

WINKELOMSCHE 16th 1700 
2200 

Conference with CRASC for all Offs, W.O. & Snr N.C.Os. 
11 Enemy captured Vehs awaiting disposal instrs re delivery to 
Army Roadhead. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 17th 0200 Clocks put back to Summer Time. JU 
WINKELOMSCHE 18th 0930 19 Enemy Vehs depart for 2nd ARMY at REBAIX JU 

" 19th 1230 Party returned, having delivered Enemy Vehs. JU 
" 20th 1830 20 x 3 Ton Vehs reported to 46 Bde for Troop Carrying 

Arty Plns cease to be under Cmd. 
JU 
JU 

" 21st 1800 
 

1400 

20 x 3 Ton Vehs ret on completion of T.C. detail 
A.P. opened near EINDHOVEN. M.R. 424171. 
1662 Arty Pl comes under Cmd. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

 
VELDHOVEN 

22nd 1100 
1700 
2300 

One Pln & one Sec W/SHOPS proceeded to VELDHOVEN M.R. 3714. 
1670 Arty Pl comes under Cmd W.E.F. 1700 hrs 
All Coys standing to owing to suspected infiltration of enemy 
troops. Stand-to remained during hours of darkness. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 23rd - Normal Sups & maintenance. JU 
" 24th - Normal Sup & maintenance. JU 

VELDHOVEN 25. - Normal maintenance & A.P. replenishment. JU 
" 26. 0830 

1700 
0800 

Inspection of W/SHOPS equipment by O.C. Coy. 
1670 Arty Pl ceases to be attached. 
A.P. moves forward to N of EINDHOVEN. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 27. - Normal maintenance & A.P. replenishment. JU 
" 28. 1300 N.C.O. & Guard supplied to guard Slaughter-house EINDHOVEN. JU 
" 29  Normal maintenance. JU 
" 

VLOKHOVEN 
30. 0800 

1400 
1600 

A.P. moved across Canal. 
Coy moved to new location at VLOKHOVEN M.R. 441228. 
1670 Arty Pl came under Cmd. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
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VLOKHOVEN 
HOLLAND 

1st 0800 
0815 

Recce party to Helmond. 
20 Vehs to Best to uplift 10th H.L.I. & convey to MILHEEZ. 

JU 
JU 

" 2ND 0320 20 Vehs ret from H.L.I. detail. JU 
" 3RD 1200 

1400 
W/SHOPS moved to HELMOND M.R. 575228/4. 
'A' Pl depart on transfer of F.M.C. detail. 

JU 
JU 

" 4TH 0930 Coy moved to location HELMOND. JU 
HELMOND 5TH 1000 CRASC inspected location. JU 

" 6TH 0700 'B' Pl departs to assist in transfer of F.M.C. JU 
" 7TH 1000 

" 
" 
" 

4 Rfts joined Coy from 6th R.S.Fs. 
Capt i/c Comp Pl posted to 283 Coy RASC. 
Capt from 62 Coy RASC joined this Unit. 
Coy arms inspected by REME. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 8th " Church parade held in Coy location. JU 
" 9th 0900 Lecture given to Company on RASC Inf Coy. JU 

HELMOND 10th 0800 
1400 

Four days training programme commenced. 
CRASC inspected location. 

JU 
JU 

" 11th 1400 Personnel fired Sten etc on range. JU 
" 12th 0800 Training continued. Personnel to cinema. JU 
" 13th 0800 Painting programme commenced, all vehs. JU 
" 14th 1000 Med inspection of Unit. JU 
" 15th 1000 

1200 
Church parade in Coy location 
CRASC inspected location 

JU 
JU 

" 16th 0800 Training & painting of Vehs continued. JU 
" 17th 1300 

1000 
Vehs return from F.M.C. detail. 
Amn holdings brought up to scale. 

JU 
JU 

" 18th 0700 Dumping programme of 25 Pdr, 54 Vehs. JU 
" 19th 0600 

0800 
   "         "     "    "    36  " 
Seven Rfts joined Coy. Unit up to W.E. 

JU 
JU 

" 20th 0600 Dumping programme. 36 Vehs. JU 
HELMOND 21st 1100 A.P. type 'B' opened on Eindhoven-Best Rd. JU 

" 22nd 0500 20 Vehs sent on F.M.C. detail to ERK. JU 
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" 23rd 0600 26 Vehs depart on R.E. (bridging) detail. JU 
" 24th 0400 

1000 
R.E. detail vehs return. 
Recce party to AALST. 

JU 
JU 

" 
 
 

EINDHOVEN 

25th 0900 
" 

1530 
1545 

Coy moved to AALST. 
Amn dumped in Coy location 
Recce party to EINDHOVEN 
Coy moved to EINDHOVEN. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 26th 0800 
0900 

1653 Arty Pl came under Cmd. 
Officer & party left for TILBURG to guard captured stores. 

JU 
JU 

" 27th 1100 A.P. Type 'B' moved to ST OEDENRODE M.R. 432302 JU 
" 28th 0900 Amn replenishment from F.M.C. demands heavy. JU 
" 29th 0900 Coy conveys DIV leave party to BRUSSELS. 4 vehs. JU 

EINDHOVEN 30th 0830 
1430 

Recce party to HELMOND area. 
Coy moved to STIPHOUT. M.R. 521228/4. 

JU 
JU 

" 31ST 0800 
0600 

1659 Arty Pl under cmd. 
A.P. type 'B' established at LIEROP. M.R. 572158. 

 
JU 
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STIPHOUT 1ST - 
0800 

Coy in area STIPHOUT. M.R. 521228 Sheet 4. 
Ret to location with 14 Vehs. Loaded 25 Pdr 
collected from previous gun sites at ODENRODE 

JU 
 
JU 

" 2ND  Replenishment of amn to Field Regts. 
Demands for Smoke, later cancelled as firing plan was altered. 

 
JU 

" 3rd 1530 Ten vehs proceeded to BAYEUX for collection of Ord Stores under 
cmd Oi/c W/Shops. 

 
JU 

" 4th 0800 Nine loads Salvage amn collected from Gun positions & ret to 56 
F.M.C. 

 
JU 

" 5th 1100 
 

1600 

A.P. type 'B' moved to area ASTEN M.R. 6212/4. 
Oi/c instructed to prepare for heavy demands of Smoke. 
1200 Rds Smoke collected from F.M.C. & sent to A.P. to be 
available for collection 0700 hrs 6th. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

STIPHOUT 6TH - Normal replenishment of Amn to Field Regts. JU 
" 7TH 0930 

1400 
Recce party left for area AARLE-RIXTEL. 
Coy moved to AARLE-RIXTEL. M.R. 547260/4. Estab by 1500 hrs. 

 
JU 

AARLE-RIXTEL 8TH - Anticipated Field Regts would draw 100 RPG amn. 
On completion of issues, 50 R.P.G. would be left at A.P. No 
further 25 Pdr to be drawn from F.M.C. until existing stocks are 
reduced. 

 
 
 
JU 

" 9TH - O.C. inspected Coy vehicles. JU 
" 10TH 1500 20 x 3 TON vehicles on Troop-carrying detail carrying 8th Royal 

Scots. 
 
JU 

" 11th 0130 
2200 

Vehs from Troop-carrying detail ret Coy location. 
10 x 3 Ton vehs ret from BAYEUX detail. 

JU 
JU 

" 
 

AARLE-RIXTEL 

12th - 
 
- 

Following Scale of Amn holdings to be adopted forthwith:- 25 Pdr 
H.E. - 63 R.P.G. Fuses 222 in proportion 
Smoke maintained at present holding. Other natures no change. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 13th 0600 30 x 3 Ton vehs to HAMONT M.R. 471970/4 for Corps uplift. JU 
" 14 0645 36 x 3 Ton to Corps for continuance of Corps uplift JU 
" 15 0700    "        "   "    "        "      "  "      " JU 
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" 16 0700 
 

0900 

30 x 3 Ton to Corps R.C. M.R. 361975/4 for continuance of 
details as for 13, 14 & 15th. 
6 x 3 Ton to BRUSSELS on Short leave detail 

 
JU 
JU 

" 17 1000 CRASC inspected Coy location. JU 
" 18 - Instrs received to inspect all PIAT bombs. JU 
" 19 1000 Coy Cmdr Conference. Warning Coy would move 21st.  JU 
" 20. 1130 

1430 
Recce party to Someren to recce area. 
8 x 3 Ton to M.R. 610130/4. Troop-carrying detail to uplift 8th 
Royal Scots. 

JU 
 
JU 

AARLE-RIXTEL 
Someren 

21. 0845 
1130 

 
1200 

 
- 

Coy moved to Someren M.R. 591115/4 by 1030 hrs. 
10 x 3 Ton to ASTEN M 615133 for attachment to 624 Field Pk Coy 
R.E. for tpt of Bridging Eqpt 
Collection from 56 F.M.C. of 25 pdr H.E. to bring holding up to 
140 R.P.G. 
A.P. type 'B' closed & ret to Coy location. 

 
 
JU 
 
JU 
JU 

" 22 0800 
1300 

Recce of area DONK M.R. 7105 for estab of new A.P. type 'B' 
A.P. type 'B' opened at M.R. 713064/4. 

JU 

" 23 - Normal details & maintenance. JU 
" 24 0800 All drivers warned to look for PZ Faust 30 & PZ Faust 60 with 

trip wires attached. 
 
JU 

" 25 0600 2400 Rds 25 Pdr H.E. dumped forward at M.R. 802119/5 for issues 
to R.A. BUFFALOS used for part of this journey owing to 
indifferent conditions of roads. 

 

Someren 26 0930 14 x 3 Ton to BRUSSELS with 300 Div Short leave personnel. JU 
" 27 - Instrs received that 100 R.P.G. of 25 Pdr H.E. will be 

maintained. 2400 Rds in forward dump, remainder in Unit 
location. Forward dump to hold, in addition small quantities of 
Smoke & fuses in normal proportion to H.E. 

 
 
 
JU 

" 28  A.P. type 'B' closed first light & ret to Coy location JU 
" 29 0645 6 x 3 Ton left location for temp att to 283 Coy for collection 

of Rfts from 105 CRC. 
 
JU 

" 30 1200 
 

1400 

1659 Pl R.A.S.C. supplying 25 Field Regt R.A. under cmd this 
Unit. 
14 x 3 Ton dump 25 Pdr H.E. at 181 Field Regt. 
Vehs to replenish from F.M.C. on completion of dumping. Detail 
completed 2000 hrs. 

 
JU 
 
 
JU 
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ZOMEREN 
HOLLAND 

01 1200 
 

0800 

1670 Arty Pln RASC maintaining 6th Field Regt under cmd this 
Unit. 
Dumping programme for 25 & 190 Field Regts. 
Replenishing from 111 F.M.C. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

" 02 0600 Dumping programme contd. JU 
" 03 0630 

 
0900 

 
2200 

12 Vehs left location to estab A.P. Type B at area DONK MR 
709057. 
Demands for 25 Pdr very heavy. 58 S type loads delivered between 
0900 hrs & 1400 hrs. Weather bad. 
Rum issued to guards & A.P. personnel. 

 
JU 
 
JU 
JU 

" 04 0900 Normal replenishment to Field Regts. JU 
" 05 "    "          "       "    "    " JU 
" 
 

ZOMEREN 

06 1200 
 

1600 

Corps lift 30 x 3 Ton vehs to 56 F.M.C. ret to Coy location 
loaded. 
AA/QMG 15 (S) Div accompanied by CRASC visited Coy location 

 
JU 
JU 

" 07 0800 
 

1200 

Corps lift. 30 x 3 Ton vehs left location for 8th Corps R.C. at 
LA COLONIE M.R. 361975. 
1670 Arty Pln R.A.S.C. ceased to come under cmd this Unit. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 08 0800 Corps lift continued 30 x 3 Ton vehs used. JU 
" 09 0900 33 x 3 Ton vehs left for collection of Rfts from ROUVIERS. JU 
" 10 1400 

2300 
Coy Cmdrs conference re leave of personnel to U.K. 
Vehs returned from collection of Div Rfts. 

JU 
JU 

" 11 0800 Vehs re-loaded with dumped amn. JU 
" 12 0730 

 
1400 

Corps lift continued 30 x 3 Ton vehs to 8 Army Road Head at 
HECHTREM. 
CRASC lectured to personnel of Unit re leave to U.K. 

 
JU 
JU 

ZOMEREN 13 1400 Coy personnel lined route for departure of C in C after 
Investiture at sister Coy. 

 
JU 

" 14 1200 Coy Cmdr Conference. JU 
" 15 0800 Corps lift continued. 30 x 3 Ton Vehs. JU 
" 16 0800   "     "       "      "       "   " JU 
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1100 Unit leave ballot for Main Party of Coy. JU 
" 17 0800 Corps lift continued 30 x 3 Ton vehs. JU 
" 18 "   "     "       "       "    "    " JU 
" 19 "   "     "       "       "    "    " JU 
" 20 "   "     "       "       "    "    " JU 
" 21 0800 

0800 
14 x 3 Ton vehs att to 399 Coy for pet. detail 
30 x 3 Ton vehs on Corps stone detail to DEURNE Stn. 

JU 
JU 

 22 " Details of 21st repeated. JU 
 23 "    "     "  "       " JU 

ZOMEREN 24 0800 12 x 3 Ton vehs to BRUSSELS with short leave personnel. JU 
" 25 0900 Maintenance of Vehs. Xmas fare for personnel. JU 
" 26 0900 Maintenance of Vehs. JU 
" 27 0800 30 x 3 Ton vehs on Corps detail to DEURNE JU 
" 28 " 

1800 
   "         "   "    "    "     "    " 
Lecture to Offrs & Senior N.C.Os by O.C. on defence against 
paratroops. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 29 0800 30 x 3 Ton vehs on Corps detail to DEURNE. JU 
" 30 "    "    "    "   "   "     "     "    " JU 
" 31 "    "    "    "   "   "     "     "    " JU 
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ZOMEREN 
HOLLAND 

01 0700 
 

0800 
0930 
0800 

Six vehicles left location for collection of 25 Pounder Amn from 
56 F.M.C. at DONK MR 539290/5 HOLLAND. 
30 Vehs to DEURNE for Stone detail 
Location inspected by CRASC. 
Personnel left for U.K. leave. 

 
JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 02. 
 

0800 
0830 

30 Vehs to DEURNE for Stone detail. 
15 Vehs convey DIV Personnel to BRUSSELS on leave 

JU 
JU 

" 03. 0800 30 Vehs to DEURNE for Stone detail. 
15 Vehs to 56 F.M.C. for collection of Amn. 

JU 
JU 

" 04. 0600 Thaw precautions in force. All 3 ton vehs in location. No Sup 
Pt. One days reserve ration to be used. 

 
JU 

" 05 0600 Road conditions very bad. Speed restrictions in force. Staff 
Cars 30 MPH. 3 Ton 20 MPH. 

 
JU 

ZOMEREN 05. 1200 
1200 
1230 

Thaw precautions lifted. 
30 Vehs on Rubble detail to DEURNE. 
15 Vehs on Corps uplift. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 06 0600 51 Vehs on various details. JU 
" 07 0800 30 Vehs on Rubble detail to DEURNE. JU 
" 08 0800 Report in from Forward A.P. Guards had been fired on. H.Q. RASC 

informed. 
 
JU 

" 09 0800 Normal details & maintenance of Vehs. JU 
" 10. 0600 Rubble, Petrol & F.M.C. details. Extreme Frost. 

Trays of Ethyl Glycole placed for continuous observation. 
 
JU 

" 11 0600 Frost warning cancelled. Min temp night 11/12 JAN 20°FH. JU 
" 12 0800 Thaw during day. Keen Frost at night. 27 Vehs on various 

details. 
 
JU 

" 13 1000 Location visited by CRASC. JU 
ZOMEREN 14 0700 

 
2000 

30 Vehs proceeded to VEGHEL MR 4837/5 on a Salt detail of two 
days duration. 
Frost warning. Min temp 14°FH. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 15. 1000 Frost precautions re M.T batteries sent out to affil. units. JU 
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1100 Salt detail extended & called to VENRAY. JU 
" 16. 0730 45 Vehs to BERINGEN M.R. 2576 for collection of coal. Roads bad 

with ice. 
 
JU 

" 17 0700 51 Vehs on detail. 6 to BRUSSELS with coal. JU 
" 18 0700 Veh maint. Amn replenishment from F.M.C. JU 
" 19 0800 15 vehs on Stone detail at DEURNE. Maint. JU 
" 20 1000 Recce party to WESTERLOO. Three days rations taken. JU 
" 21 0800 27 Vehs on detail. Frost warning issued. JU 
" 

ZOMEREN 
WESTERLOO 

22 0700 
 

1100 

Dumped 2 line holding of Amn loaded for ferrying to new 
location. 
Recce party recalled from WESTERLOO & sent to recce area BAARLE-
NASSAU 045198. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

ZOMEREN 23. 0700 2nd line Amn holdings transported to new location. Vehs return 
2000 hrs. 

 
JU 

" 24 0700 Coy moved to BAARLE-NASSAU, S.P. HELMOND. JU 
BAARLE-NASSAU 25. 0700 Vehs overhauled & Coy signs renovated. JU 

" 26. - 
- 
- 

Coy established in large monastery. 
Vehs maintained. 
RPs & Guards warned to be on alert for Flying Bombs, many over 
this locality. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 27. 0800 
0600 

Extreme frost continues, & much snow. 
Unit came under cmd 30 Corps. 

JU 
JU 

" 28 0600 
- 

35 Vehs out on various details. 
Coy received increased allocation for U.K. leave. 

 
JU 

BAARLE-NASSAU 29 0700 35 Vehs to 166 F.M.C. for collection of amn for 5 AGRA. Amn 
dumped night 29/30 near NIJMEGEN. 

 
JU 

" 30 0900 Coy Cmdr meets DDST 30 Corps at H.Q. RASC. JU 
" 31 0600 

0800 
- 

30 Vehs proceed to GRAVE on tank track detail 
Personnel proceeded to UK on leave. 
Temperature rising. 

JU 
 
JU 
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BAARLE-NASSAU 1/2 /45 Ops - training. Weather wet & windy. W Grant Lt 
" 2 1400 Issue of Petrol rations to personnel on Tank Track detail. 

Instructions received for removal of divisional signs from 
clothing & vehicles. 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 3 2300 Lt Grant returned from Tank Track detail with 30 vehicles. 
Detail completed 31st Jan - 3rd Feb. 

 
W Grant Lt 

" 4 0800 21 x 3 tonners under Lt Humphries left to collect 21 weasels 
from Turnhout & deliver to 30 Cps Tps Wksps at Grave. 
17 vehs attached this unit from 86 Fd Reg (1561 Arty Pl) for 
ammunition replenishment of a/m Reg. 
Capt Duffus left to recce Nijmegen area. 

 
 
 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 5 0730 20 x 3 tonners left to collect 25 pdr HE to bring up to 140 
r.p.g. for 3 Fd Regs & 40 r.p.g. for 1 Fd Reg. 
Pending move postponed for 24 hours. 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

BAARLE-NASSAU 6 0745 
1200 
 
 
1900 

Recce party under Capt Duffus left for Nijmegen area. 
Information received that 17 of 20 vehicles which left for 166 
F.M.C. had been bogged. Capt Underwood left unit to try & 
extricate the bogged vehicles. 
Coy moved to Nijmegen, roads exceptionally bad. No lights from 
S'Hertogenbosch. 

W Grant Lt 
 
 
W Grant Lt 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 7 0730 
0630 
 
 
 
1600 

Arrived new location. All vehs got ready for ammunition details. 
Lecture by O.C. on coming offensive. 4 serials of 17 vehs left 
(including 1651 Arty platoon), one to each field regiment 
including 86 Fd. These vehs were attached to the field regiments 
for replenishment etc. 
Capt Underwood returned to company after extricating the 17 vehs 
which were bogged. 

 
 
 
 
W Grant Lt 
 
W Grant Lt 

NIJMEGEN 8 0445 
1200 

 
 

Guns opened up terrific barrage. 
Lecture by O.C. on latest position of offensive, also discipline 
of personnel in respect of German civilians. 9260 rds HE 1400 
rds smoke issued. 
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1400 
 
CRASC visited location. 
    9260 rds HE    ) 15,840 N/carts issued to Fd Regs. 
    1400  "  Smoke ) 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

 9 0700 Capt Tensfeldt & Capt Duffus left to guide 60 x 3 tonners with 
25 pdrs to harbouring area. 

 

 10 1000 The above 60 vehs returned after dumping 25 pdrs at Kranenburg 
station (attacked by German Aircraft during dumping). 

 
W Grant Lt 

 11 1600 Instructions received re replacing of divisional signs 
1000 rds HE 200 smk issued. 

 
W Grant Lt 

 12 1200 Vehs used for collection of P.O.W. W Grant Lt 
NIJMEGEN 13 1200 O.C. proceeded on leave. Capt J.E. Underwood took over command 

of company. 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 14  Leave & reinforcements sent to this unit in Dukws for onward 
transmission to respective units. 
12,000 rds smoke collected by Dukws for forward dump. 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 15  Roads "frozen" to all 3 ton vehs. 
60 vehs loaded ready for night move to Kranenburg. 
2200 rds HE issued 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 16 0300 60 x 3 ton vehs moved off to Kranenburg with Amn. 
AP type 'B' opened at Kranenburg. 1800 rds issued 

 
W Grant Lt 

 17 1900 60 x 3 ton vehs from Div RASC refilling & forming up at Nijmegen 
ready to leave for Kranenburg. 
12,200 rds HE issued from A.P. 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

 18 0600 Coy moved into area of A.P. at Kranenburg. 
4468 rds HE issued 

 
W Grant Lt 

KRANENBURG 19 1000 
1500 

Lt Grant left to recce area for AP type 'B'. 
15 Vehs under Lt Grant, 15 Vehs under Sgt Ward left for AP type 
B. Goch area. Exceptional demands made for ammunition. 
23,400 rds HE 400 smk issued. 

 
 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 20  48 vehs of div RASC used daily to collect 25 pds from F.M.C. Own 
tpt taking forward to AP type 'B' & guns. 
6,800 rds HE 840 rds smk issued 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 21  Ammunition replenishments as usual. 9800 rds HE issued W Grant Lt 
" 22  Ammunition replenishment vehs (48) arrived, offloaded & used to 

carry P.O.Ws. Ammunition issues 16800 rds HE 2600 rds smoke. 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 23 1230 
1730 

15 x 10 tonners reported with 25 pds. 
46 x 3 tonners left to collect 25 pdr from 166 FMC 
21600 rds HE & 400 smk issued to Regs. 

 
 
W Grant Lt 

" 24  34800 rds HE issued. W Grant Lt 
KRANENBURG 25 0620 Recce party left for Tilburg area. 48,800 rds HE 600 rds smoke 

issued. 
 
W Grant Lt 



" 26 0900 Coy H.Q., Comp Workshops platoon moved to Baarle-Nassau. 
1 Tpt platoon remaining on site of AP type 'B' to clear area of 
25 pdr salvage. 1 tpt platoon proceeding to Grosbeek area to 
clear 25 pdr amn salvage. 

 
 
 
W Grant Lt 

BAARLE-NASSAU 27  Entertainment & baths arranged for all personnel. 
48 hrs leave for all personnel arranged, commencing 1st March. 

 
W Grant Lt 

" 28 1430 Coy Commanders conference. O.C. returned from leave and assumed 
command of Company. 

 
W Grant Lt 
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BAARLE-NASSAU 01 0600 Weather bright. Brussels leave commenced. Transport by road & 
rail. 
Tpt Pln remained at previous location KRANENBURG to clear area 
of 25 Pdr salvage. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

" 02 1100 Pln ret from salvage detail. Weather showery. JU 
" 03 0600 Training & maintenance of Vehs. JU 
" 04 0730 

0800 
Recce party left to recce new location at MOLL 
Warning order received for detail of collection of 44 loads of 
Amn. Weather wet. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 05 1000 Div Commander's visit to Unit. 
44 Vehs collected Amn from 166 F.M.C. to bring up to 2nd line 
full holding. Weather dull. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 06 0800 23 loads of Amn transferred to new location. Weather wet. JU 
" 

MOLL 
07 0930 

0900 
Coy moved to new location at MOLL. 
Formation came under cmd 12th Corps. Weather showery. 

 
JU 

" 08 0700 
 

1400 

One Pln off road for maint. Intensive maint programme commenced. 
Weather showery 
Collected Stragglers from TILBURG delivered to Fmn Sup Pt. 
Weather showery. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

" 09 0800 
 
- 

Amn issued to Field Regts to make up to 1st line holdings. 
Weather fair. 
One Pln off road for maint. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 10 1500 Coy Cmdrs Conference. Weather fair. JU 
" 11 0800 

" 
Collected amn from 8 ARH. 
One Pln V.O.R. for maint & repairs. Showery. 

JU 
JU 

" 12 0800 Training & maintenance. Weather fair. JU 
" 13 0800 Training & maintenance. Weather cloudy. JU 
" 

MOLL 
14 0700 

 
" 

1400 

One Pln with half section of Workshops to 44 Bde at M.R. 203637 
for Troop-carrying detail. 
15 x 3 Ton Vehs to 227 Bde for Troop-carrying. 
Collected Amn from 8 & 10 A.R.Hs. Weather fine. 

 
JU 
JU 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



" 15 0700 
0900 
1800 

 
" 

Troop-carrying details continue 
Armourers inspection of all weapons commenced 
Coy Comdrs Conference. Instrs received for transfer of Offs to 
Infantry. 
Weather fine & sunny. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 
JU 

" 16 0630 
0915 
1900 

Recce party left location removing Div signs. 
Armourers inspection continued. 
Coy Comdrs Conference. Weather dull. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 17 0700 28 loads of Amn to new location. 
7 Trailers collected. Weather dull & cold. 

JU 
JU 

" 
MOLL 

18 0700 
0900 

Amn collected from 10 ARH & delivered to Fwd dump. Weather dull. 
10 x 3 Ton vehs conveyed amn for 62 Coy to their new location. 

JU 
JU 

" 19 0700 
 

1330 

22 x 3 Ton vehs to 283 Coy for conveyance of Compo Packs 
forward. 
Coy H.Q. moved to new location at SONSBECK, GERMANY. Weather 
fine. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

SONSBECK 20 0700 25 x 3 Ton vehs amn to Guns. Weather cold. JU 
" 21 0700 20 x 3 Ton vehs Troop-carrying for 227 Bde 

Weather bright & sunny 
4 x 3 Ton vehs on R.E. detail at DUKW dump at VEEN. Weather 
bright. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 22 0730 Amn collection from 10 A.R.H. Maintenance JU 
" 23 0830 

" 
4 x 3 Ton vehs to movement of 'A' Branch, MIL. GOVT. 
20 x 3 Ton vehs on det to R.E. for bridging 

JU 
JU 

SONSBECK 24 0900 
" 
 
" 

1400 
 

" 

A & B Sects of Comp Pln det to form DID on east bank of R RHINE. 
3,840 Rds 25 Pdr H.E. conveyed by BUFFALOES to Fwd dump on east 
bank of R. RHINE 
30 x 3 Ton vehs to 10 ARH for amn collection 
Coy Comdr gave lecture to Coy personnel on security & non-
fraternization policy 
Weather bright & sunny 

JU 
 
JU 
JU 
 
JU 
JU 

" 25 0700 25 x 3 Ton vehs collected amn from 10 ARH. 
30 x 3 Ton vehs collected amn from DUKW dump & conveyed to 
BUFFALOES for tpt across R. RHINE. Weather bright & sunny 

 
 
JU 

" 
SONSBECK 

26 0700
0700 

4 x 3 Ton vehs conveyed stores for ADOS over R. RHINE. 
42 x 3 Ton vehs to 10 ARH for replenishment of amn. Weather 
warm, slight thunder. 

 
 
JU 

" 27 1000 30 x 3 Ton vehs to Guns with amn 
Weather dull & cold. 

JU 
JU 



" 28 1000 One Pln left with Recce party for new location across R. RHINE. 
34 loads amn collected from 10 ARH. 
Weather bright & sunny. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 29 0700 18 x 3 Ton vehs on dumping programme 
4 x 3 Ton vehs collected amn from 10 ARH 
15 loads of amn to new location. 
Weather wet & overcast. 

 
JU 
 
JU 

" 30 0900 
1000 

Coy H.Q. moved across R. RHINE to JOCKERN M.R. 152464/16. 
11 Vehs conveyed amn to new location. 
Weather showery. 

 
JU 
JU 

JOCKERN 31 0600 
0730 

 
1600 

30 x 3 Ton Vehs on Corps uplift detail. 
10 x 3 Ton Vehs on Supply tpt detail. 
Weather fine. 
A & B Sects of Comp Pln rejoined Coy. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

 
  



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit Commanding 284 Coy RASC (Inf Div Tps) 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Erase heading not required). 
Month and Year APRIL 45              Commanding Officer DR Sherriff Major 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

JOCKERN 
GERMANY 

M.R. 152464 
SHEET Q1 

01 0700 
" 

17 x 3 TONNERS on Supply detail 
Composite Pln personnel rejoined Unit on closing of FWD SUP 
DUMP. Weather cold. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 02 0800 
" 

17 x 3 TONNERS on Amn detail. 
Maint of Vehs. Weather cold. 

JU 
JU 

" 03 0600 One tpt Pln on Troop-carrying detail for 46 Bde. Weather wet. JU 
" 04 0800 

0900 
Recce party left to recce new location 
Four German Soldiers found dead & buried in Coy location. 
Services of Padre obtained. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 05 1030 
" 
 
" 

Coy moved to LAER M.R. 738855/P.2. 
2nd Line Amn holdings plus 4620 rds from DIV FWD AMN DUMP 
ferried to new location. 
Weather wet & cold. 

JU 
 
JU 
JU 

LAER 06 0600 
0900 
" 

1000 

27 x 3 TONNERS ferrying Amn from old location. 
15 x 3 TONNERS on Pet. detail for 399 Coy RASC 
Weather wet & cold. 
Lecture by O.C. Coy on Non-fraternisation 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 07 0500 
0900 
1030 

Recce party left to recce new location 
Coy inspected by CRASC 
Coy moved to BAD-ESSEN M.R. 056111 

JU 
JU 
JU 

BAD-ESSEN 08 0900 
" 

1000 

Ten German soldiers taken prisoner & conveyed to P.O.W. Cage. 
All arms & amn collected from all villagers. 
Six vehs collected empty gerricans & deposited on Axis Route. 
Weather good. 

JU 
JU 
 
JU 

" 
 

MESSLINGEN 

09 0800 
1200 
1400 

Recce party left to recce new location 
Move to MESSLINGEN M.R. 797201/N.3. 
15 x 3 TONNERS on transfer of F.M.C. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

MESSLINGEN 10 0600 
1400 

30 x 3 TONNERS on Corps detail (F.M.C.) 
Troop-carrying detail 20 x 3 TONNERS. 

JU 
JU 

 11 0800 Recce party to REHBURG M.R. 017322 JU 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



1200 
1200 

Coy moved to location REHBURG. 
36 x 3 TONNERS on ferrying of DIV DUMP & own amn. Weather fine & 
sunny. 

JU 
 
JU 

REHBURG 12 0600 
0600 
1400 

16 x 3 TONNERS ferrying amn from old location 
29 x 3 TONNERS conveying amn to new location 
Recce party left for FURBURG M.R. 438431. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

FURBURG 13 0500 
0900 
1400 
1400 

Coy moved to FURBURG. Weather bright. 
Amn Pt sent forward with 22 x 3 TONNERS. 50 R.P.G. (25 PDR.) 
12 x 3 TONNERS to lift amn for DIV DUMP 
18 x 3 TONNERS to 63 F.M.C. to collect amn for DIV DUMP. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

FURBURG 14 1000 
1000 

 
1400 

Recce party left for M.R. 647635. 
18 x 3 TONNERS. Collection of Amn from 63 FMC & deliver to DIV 
DUMP. 
O.C. Coy & Oi/c Admin visited BELSEN Concentration Camp. 

JU 
 
JU 
JU 

 15 0900 
1000 

16 x 3 TONNERS loaded with 25 PDR to A.P. 
18 x 3 TONNERS collecting from 65 F.M.C. 

JU 
JU 

 
REBBERLAH 

16 0745 
0800 
1400 

Move to new location M.R. 647635. 
A.P. recalled to Coy location & new A.P. sent out. 
17 x 3 TONNERS Amn collection from 64 F.M.C. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 17 0600 
0800 

30 x 3 TONNERS on Corps detail. 
18 x 3 TONNERS loaded to A.P. 

JU 
JU 

" 18 0800 
1400 

43 x 3 TONNERS on Sundry details 
25 x 3 TONNERS to 64 F.M.C. to collect amn 

JU 
JU 

REBBERLAH 19 0800 
" 

 
1000 

Recce party left for M.R. 935177 956981 
One blanket collected from each soldier in Unit & sent to O.F.P. 
for onward transmission to BELSEN Concentration Camp. 
One water truck sent to BELSEN. 

 
 
JU 
JU 

" 
 

OITZENDORF 

20 0900 
" 

1000 

Coy moves to new location. OITZENDORF 
36 x 3 TONNERS on dumping programme. 
10 x 3 TONNERS to new A.P. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 21 0800 
 

1400 

Warning Order received to detail two complete Tpt Plns on Corps 
humping. 
Coy moved to RADENBECK M.R. 935177. 

 
JU 
JU 

RADENBECK 22 0600 60 x 3 TONNERS plus domestic vehs to GOCH on Corps hump. JU 
" 23 0700 NAZI Official arrested & dispatched to DIV INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. JU 

RADENBECK 24 0800 Corps detail continues. JU 
 25 "   "      "       "      One Pln returns to Coy location JU 
" 26 " Second Pln returns from Corps detail JU 
" 27 " 

0800 
Intensive Veh maintenance. 
18 x 3 TONNERS dispatched on R.E. detail carrying R.E. stores & 
equip to site of Class 9 Bridge over RIVER ELBE. 

JU 
 
JU 



" 28 0800 
1900 

One tpt Pln on Troop-carrying 
Comp Pln Personnel to form DID on north bank of R. ELBE 
proceeding by DUKW. 

JU 

" 29 0800 A.P. crossed R. ELBE by ferry 
19 x 3 TONNERS by ferry to DUKW DUMP. 

JU 
JU 

" 
RADENBECK 

30 0600 
1430 
1800 

18 x 3 TONNERS to DUKW DUMP with amn. 
T/10680680 DVR. GILLARD H.W.J. killed in action at LAUENBURG. 
Coy warned to be prepared to move at 0200 hrs 1 MAY across R. 
ELBE, but move cancelled at 23.45 hrs owing to move of armour. 

JU 
JU 
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RADENBECK 
M.R. 935177 

01 0600 
0900 
0900 
1200 

Coy crossed R. Elbe to KRUZEN MR. 861375 
O.C. Coy attended CRASC Conference 
Composite Pln re-joined Coy from D.I.D. detachment. 
128 3 Ton loads of 25 Pdr Amn were transferred to this location 
from S. of R. Elbe on Unit Vehs & DUKWs. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
 
JU 

KRUZEN 02 0600 Normal maintenance.  
" 03 0800 

 
0800 
0900 

Forward AP estab at BRUNSTORF M.R. 7847. 
21 loads dumped on ground. 
Ferrying of surplus amn to 2nd holding commenced to 66 F.M.C. 
30 x 3 Ton vehs on troop-carrying detail. 

 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 
TRITTAU 

04 0700 
0900 

Harbouring Party left area TRITTAU M.R. 7670. 
Coy moved to new location. H.Q. estab at M.R. 769608. 

JU 
JU 

" 05 0600 
1000 
1200 

21 loads 25 Pdr from A.P. back to Coy. A.P. closed. 
C.R.A.S.C. inspected location. 
Conference at CRASC. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 06 1100 Church parade attended by sister Coys. JU 
" 07 0630 

1000 
" 

Ferrying amn to 66 F.M.C. Coy first & second line holdings. 
CRASC lecture to Coy NCOs on future role of Coy. 
12 Vehs to LUNEBURG to collect Rfts for DIV. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 08 0710 30 Vehs on collection & delivery of wheat. JU 
" 

TRITTAU 
09 1000 

0800 
Conference at CRASC 
Collection of 30 POW from DIV CAGE for Coy maint duties. 

JU 
JU 

" 10 1800 All Offs to CRASC Conference. JU 
" 11 0800 Normal maint & intense Veh maint. JU 
" 12 0800    "     "        "     "    " JU 
" 13 1000 

1100 
Conference at CRASC. 
5 Vehs on collection of Rfts from LUBECK 

JU 
JU 

" 14 0730 
 

1800 

Mobile Patrol, 1 off, 1 Sgt, 24 ORs. Patrol allotted area to 
comb for stragglers. 
181 German ex-Soldiers collected & sent to DIV POW CAGE. 

 
JU 
JU 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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" 15 0730 Mobile Patrol continues. 164 collected. 
Salvage collected & delivered to 66 FMC 

JU 
JU 

" 
TRITTAU 

16 0900 
1800 
 
" 

Conference at CRASC 
131 Stragglers collected. House to house search for food stores. 
1 off, 1 sgt, 5 ORs. 
Accommodation prepared for storing impounded stores. 

 
 
JU 
JU 

" 17 1800 
1900 

119 Stragglers collected 
Guard put on discovered Gin Factory. 

JU 
JU 

" 18 0800 
1800 
0900 

Two Officers detached to MIL. GOV. 
120 Stragglers collected 
6 Vehs to 62 Coy for tpt of D.Ps. 

JU 
JU 
JU 

" 19 0900 
1000 
1800 

O.C. inspection of Coy. 
30 Vehs on Sup detail to LUBECK 
65 Stragglers collected. 

 
JU 
JU 

" 20 0800 
1800 

10 Vehs to 399 Coy R.A.S.C. on pet. detail 
120 Stragglers collected. 

JU 
JU 

" 
TRITTAU 

21 0900 
" 

Conference at CRASC. 
30 Vehs to SIEMS Sup depot under cmd 62 Coy R.A.S.C. 

JU 
JU 

" 22 0800 
0900 
1100 
1800 

10 Vehs on potato lift from M.R 6708 to 137 DID att 66 FMC. 
16 Vehs to convey 5000 gerricans from 399 Coy RASC to 137 DID. 
20 Vehs to convey ex P.W. sick from HOLSTENDORF area to F area. 
58 Stragglers collected 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 23 0800 Gin collected from Gin Factory & deposited at SIEMS depot. 13 
Vehicle loads. 

 
JU 

" 24 0800 Normal maint & Veh painting. JU 
" 25 0600 

1400 
Central messing organised for Coy. 
First seven vehs of attached R.A. Tpt Pln arrived in Coy 
location. 

JU 
 
JU 

" 26 1000 CRASC inspected Coy location JU 
TRITTAU 27 1000 Composite Pln personnel & G.1098 equipment returned to Coy from 

other Coy in preparation for this Coy taking over the duties of 
Supplies for the Div Tps. 

 
 
JU 

" 28 0630 
1400 
2000 
2100 

25 Vehs to 66 F.M.C. to collect Sups. 
16 Veh loads of impounded stores delivered to SIEMS depot. 
25 Vehs arrived in Coy location for R.A. attached Pln. 
'A' Pln returned to Coy location from detachment at SIEMS depot. 

JU 
JU 
JU 
JU 

" 29 0900 
" 

14 Vehs to 66 FMC to collect rations 
Intensive veh maint & painting on 'B' Pln vehs in prep for Op 
"BARLEYCORN" 

JU 
 
JU 

" 30 0800 15 Vehs on tpt of SS tps. JU 



TRITTAU 31 0600 
 

1800 

45 loads of impounded peas delivered to SIEMS depot from 
SCHWARZENBECK. 
Warning Order received that one tpt pln would be attached to 62 
Coy RASC & be prepared to move to area THURK MR 812166 am 1st 
June 45. 

 
JU 
 
 
JU 
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Poynings 
134/701310 

1 2359 Normal Routine & Training                                   A.M.G.  

" 2 2359    "      "    "     "                                      A.M.G.  
" 3 2359    "      "    "     "                                      A.M.G. APPENDIX A. 
" 4 2359    "      "    "     "                                      A.M.G.     A.F.W. 3008 
" 5 2359    "      "    "     "                                      A.M.G.     A.F.W. 3009 (G.) 
" 6 2359 D day of A.E.F. invasion of Europe - Training continued.    A.M.G.  
" 7 2359 Training continued.                                         A.M.G.  
" 8 2359     "         "                                             A.M.G.  
" 9 2359     "         "   - Weather conditions poor - Rain & mist with low 

cloud & limited visibility.                                 A.M.G. 
 

" 10 2359 Training continued. APPENDIX B. 
" 11 2359 Warning Order for movement received from M.C. S.E. Comd.    A.M.G. A.F.W. 3008 
" 12 2359 Movement orders for March & Vehicle parties received.       A.M.G. A.F.W. 3009 (G). 

WOODFORD 
ESSEX 

13 2359 Vehicle Party left Poynings 0300 arrived Marshalling area 0900  
March Party to Marshalling area Haywards Heath.             A.M.G. 

 

" 14 2359 Both Parties in respective Marshalling areas.               A.M.G.  
" 15 2359  "      "     "     "          "         "                  A.M.G.  

London Docks 16 2359 Vehicle Party to the Docks where loading commenced. Marching Party 
remained own Marshalling area.                              A.M.G. 

 

At Sea. 17. 2359 Vehicle Party sailed 1330 hrs on the S.S. FT. Poplar. 
March Party also at sea having embarked at Newhaven.        A.M.G. 

 

At Sea. 18.  Arrived off French coast at Courseulles sur Mer. 
March Party disembarked Courseulles sur Mer 0900 hours & proceeded 
to Vienne en Bessin T/857797.                               A.M.G. 

 

At Sea 19. 2359 Vehicle Party at Sea (Too Stormy to land). 
March Party Vienne en Bessin.                               A.M.G. 

 

At Sea 20. 2359 )  
" 21. " ) entries as for 19th.                                      A.M.G.  
" 22. " )  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will 
be prepared in manuscript. 



Vienne en 
Bessin 
T/857797 

23. " Vehicle Party landed and joined up with Marching Party.     A.M.G.  

Secqueville 
en Bessin 
914747 

24. " Complete unit less residue concentrated prior to forthcoming 
operation.                                                  A.M.G. 

Appendix C. 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

Putot en 
Bessin 
902728 

25. " Unit filtered into this position which is to be the battle 
position of the unit & lying alongside 193 F.A. A.D.S.  Lt. Sect 
detached to work with 194 F.A.                              A.M.G. 

 

" 26.  3 F.T.U. attached. 169 Direct admissions 14 Transfers received. Of 
these 50 were lying cases, nine were P.O.W & 2 Deaths occurred. 

 
A.M.G. 

Putot en 
Bessin 

27 2359 158 Direct admissions 25 Transfers + of these 67 were lying cases, 
3 Deaths, 6 P.O.W's. Lt. Section rejoined. 

 
A.M.George 

Map Ref. 
914681 

28 2359 Moved forward, still in support of 193 F.A. A.D.S., to Map Ref. 
914681. 31 F.T.U. still attached. 
Direct admissions 130. Transfers 21. 37 lying. 8 P.O.W. One Death. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 29 2359 25 Direct admissions 42 Transfers. 3 Deaths. 41 lying cases - some 
shelling, no casualties. 

 

" 30 2359 7 Direct Admissions 12 Transfers, all lying. 3 Deaths.      A.M.G. Appendix D. 
Part I orders for June. 
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BRONAY 
892720 

1 2359 6 Direct Admissions. 5 Transfers, all lying. 4 Deaths. These cases 
received at Map Reference 914681. Unit relieved by 13 F.D.S. at 
1200 hrs & moved to Bronay & remained closed on wheels. 
Some shelling, no damage other than ripping of canvas before 
departure.                                                  A.M.G. 

Appendix A. 
3008 & 3009 S. 

Map Ref 
904732 

2. 2359 Arrived this Map Reference 1900 hrs for a period of rest.   A.M.G.  

" 3. 2359 Reorganisation & Rest                                       A.M.G.  
" 4. 2359       "        "   "                                        A.M.G.  
" 5. 2359       "        "   "                                        A.M.G.  
" 6. 2359       "        "   "                                        A.M.G.  
" 7. 2359       "        "   "                                        A.M.G.  
" 8 2359 Rest & Training                                             A.M.G. APPENDIX B. 

A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 
904732 9 2359 Period of Rest & Training still continues. Some slight bombing in 

the vicinity at approx 0300 hrs.                            A.M.G. 
 

" 10 " Active training carried on. Regrouping of personnel.        A.M.G.  
 11 " Active Training - Film show provided.                       A.M.G.  
" 12 " Active Training - 2 film shows provided by division - 

4 Foot Diameter Red Crosses painted on operational Canvases - 
Bayeux open to troops - One 3 tonner load sent in  

 

" 13 " Training & Recreational Programme.                          A.M.G.  
" 14 " Informed that the Division is to be committed under command 12 

Corps to an operation known as Operation Greenline. Recce done for 
a proposed Medical area. Site finally fixed for this unit at Map 
Ref 931684. 2 vehicles moved in to start digging.           A.M.G. 

 

Map Sh 7/F/1 
931684 

15 2359 Unit set up & was ready to open at 1900 hrs. The attack was to be 
towards ESQUAY & EVRECY  A Medical area was formed at this site 
by the ADS's of 153 F.A. 194 F.A. & 14 Lt. F.A. (the Lt. F.A. in 
support of 4th Armoured Bde.) - The F.D.S. was to deal with 

 
APPENDIX C 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will 
be prepared in manuscript. 



resuscitation cases only & Capt Crawford, a Transfusion Officer 
was attached. Two lying cases received after opening.       A.M.G. 

Map Sh. 7/F/1 
931684 

16 2359 51 Lying cases of whom 5 Died. There was a plentiful supply of 
Blood & Plasma & the Unit was not extended.                 A.M.G. 

 

Map Sh. 7/F/1 
916734 

17 2359 At 1830 hrs unit closed & at 2100 hrs moved to rest area 916734 - 
Nine cases received 2 Deaths.                               A.M.G. 

 

Map Sheet 
7/F/1 916734 

18. 2359 Rest & Reorganisation.                                      A.M.G.  

" 19. "  "   "       "                                              A.M.G.  
" 20 " Training Periods introduced.                                A.M.G.  
" 21 " Normal Training Routine.                                    A.M.G.  
" 22 " Visit by Brigadier Phillips D.D.M.S. 2nd Army - Conference with 

ADMS in the evening & informed that the Division was moving on the 
23rd to take over from an American Division in the CAUMONT area & 
to be under command of 30th Corps.                          A.M.G.  

Appendix D. 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

Map Sheet 
6/F/2 706690 

23 2359 At first light a recce was made with the 193 Fd Amb Commander & an 
area to the S.E. of Balleroy chosen as the Rear Medical area. 
Exact location being Map ref. 706690.                       A.M.G. 

 

" 24 " Unit opened up accommodation for Divisional Sick & Exhaustions. 10 
cases admitted of which 3 were exhaustions.                 A.M.G. 

 

" 25 " 23 admissions of whom 8 were exhaustions. 30 remaining at the end 
of the day.                                                 A.M.G. 

 

" 26. " 16 admissions, nine exhaustions. 34 remaining at the end of the 
day.                                                        A.M.G. 

 

" 27. " 10 admissions (1 exhaustion).                               A.M.G.  
" 28. " 17 admissions (7 exhaustions) - Attended conference + plan 

explained for an attack south of Caumont by 15 (S) Inf Div. 22 
F.D.S. given the role of remaining in the present site & looking 
after 15 (S) Div Exhaustions & 8 Corps Sick.                A.M.G. 

Appendix E. 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

" 30 " 18 admissions (6 exhaustions).                              A.M.G.  
" 31 " 32 admissions (17 Exhaustions).                             A.M.G. APPENDIX F. 

PART I orders 151/174 
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6/F2 
706690 

1st 2359 Officers present - Normal complement as per A.F.W. 3008 - Normal 
work as Divisional Sick & exhaustion centre continued. 
40 Admissions (20 Exhaustions)                              A.M.G. 

 

" 2nd 2359 10 Admitted (4 Exhaustions).                                A.M.G.  
6F/4 
695550 

3rd 2359 During the morning the unit moved forward to this fresh location & 
continuing the same role of a Divisional Sick & Exhaustion Centre 
(2 admissions only).                                        A.M.G. 

 

" 4th 2359 Admitted 30 (10 Exhaustions).                               A.M.G.  
" 5th 2359 Admitted 34 (19 Exhaustions)                                A.M.G. APPENDIX A. 

A.F.W. 3008 + 3009G 
6F/4 
674482 

6th 2359 Admitted 74 (69 Exhaustions) Unit moved again, a distance of 6 
miles to keep in closer contact with the Division.          A.M.G. 

 

 7th 2359 Admitted 71 (53 Exhaustions)    )                           A.M.G.  
6F/4 
674482 

8th 2359 Admitted 47 (31 Exhaustions)    )                           A.M.G. 
                                ) Division holding 

 

" 9th 2359 Admitted 47 (27    "       )    ) positions in the          A.M.G.  
" 10th 2359 Admitted 32 (12 Exhaustions)    ) line but no large         A.M.G.  
" 11th 2359 Admitted 24 (9     "       )    ) scale attack put in.      A.M.G.  
" 12th 2359 Admitted 26 (7     "       )    )                           A.M.G. 

                                ) 
APPENDIX B. 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009 G 

" 13th 2359 Admitted 23 (5     "       )    )                           A.M.G.  
" 14th 2359 Admitted 7 (no exhaustions) - Informed that the Division was 

disengaging & being transferred to another sector under command of 
12 Corps                                                    A.M.G. 

 

7F/3 
972599 

15th 2359 VIEUX, S.W. of Caen. Division in a harbouring area. 46th Bde with 
193 F.A. put as Corps Reserve. 23 FDS took over the role of caring 
for the Divisional Sick & Exhaustions.                      A.M.G. 

 

7F/3 
972599 

16. 2359 Still located VIEUX - Day spent re-organising - in the morning a 
visit to DIV H.Q. No news except that 227 Bde & 153 F.A. probably 
moving forwards.                                            A.M.G. 

 

" 17. " Internal economy - Sign painting etc.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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ADMS conference 2200 hrs & told that the Division is moving to a 
concentration area across R. Orne. In the early afternoon Bde 
BARBER D.S.O. who is now commanding the Division, came & spoke to 
all Medical Units.                                          A.M.G. 

France 
1/25000 

18. " Unit moved & remained closed in the new area S.W. of BARBERY. A.M.G. 

Sheet 8a+8 
020500 

19. " Busy day spent in re-organising & cleaning.                 A.M.G. APPENDIX C 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

 20. " Nil of Note.                                                A.M.G.  
France 
1/25000 

)21 
) 

2359 Nil of note except that early advance expected.             A.M.G.  

Sheet 8a+8 
020500 

)22 
) 

2359 Unit still same location & closed.  

" 23 2359  "     "     "     "     "    "  
1/50,000 

7F/6 300307 
24 2359 Unit moved to harbouring site W. of Trun.                   A.M.G.  

100,000. 8F/ 
735698 

25 2359 Unit W. of Broglie & open to stage all Divisional Casualties as 
evac still to a General Hospital W. of FALAISE. One Section 
dropped off with the Div Admin Group just E. of VIMOUTIER   A.M.G. 

 

" 26 2359 Remained working W. of Broglie - fairly busy with approximately 50 
Casualties - All Non-battle.                                A.M.G. 

APPENDIX D 
A.F.W. 3008 + 3009. 

Sheet 8F. 
956785 

27 2359 Unit moved E. of BEAUMONT LE ROGER. Tentative Plans for the 
crossing of the R. SEINE.                                   A.M.G. 

 

1/250,000 
Sheet 7 
225880 

28th 2359 Short move to a region 1½ KILOMETRES WEST of LOUVIER. Remaining on 
wheels as the Divisional crossing of the Seine is being relatively 
easy.                                                       A.M.G. 

 

1½ Kilo 
W. of 

LOUVIERS  

29th  Unit on Wheels & Closed. No news of movement as only essential 
traffic crossing the Div. bridgehead.                       A.M.G. 

 

" 30th  No move.                                                    A.M.G.  
" 31st  No move.                                                    A.M.G.  

APPENDIX E. 
Part I orders 
     August. 
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(France 1:50000) 
(Sheet 9F/1) 

308893 

1 2359 Unit crossed R SEINE and opened for the reception of all 
Divisional casualties or any other casualties requiring 
staging.                                                 A.M.G. 

 

- " - 2 2359 Task the same.                                           A.M.G. Appendix "A" 
(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 7. M490145 

3 2359 Division now commencing to sweep forward. Unit forming a 
staging post each night.                                 A.M.G. 

 

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 4 M663336 

4 2359 Similar staffing task performed. 
Advance section sent in advance of tomorrow's move to AUMONT 
578860 

 

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 2. H145060 

5 2359 Unit arrived in late but quickly established usual staging 
post.                                                    A.M.G. 

 

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 2. H880435 

6 2359 Unit opened for staging all types of cases, nearest place for 
evacuation being BETHUNE.                                A.M.G. 

 

- " - 7 2359 One section sent to MR 970500 to cover mopping up of AVELGHEM A.M.G. 
(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 2. J118578 

8 2359 Main body moved to EENAME, one section opening for staging of 
casualties.                                              A.M.G. 

 

- " - 9 2359 Section joined from AVELGHEM.                            A.M.G. Appendix "B" 
- " - 10 2359 Slight trickle of minor sick.                            A.M.G.  

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 2. J585690 

11 2359 Unit closed & on wheels. 23rd FDS staging sick and casualties A.M.G. 

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 3. K027800 

12 2359 Opened in conjunction with 193 Fd Amb ADS, our role to take 
Group I cases and also exhaustions. The Division is relieving 
50th Div in this bridgehead over the ALBERT CANAL.       A.M.G. 

 

- " - 13 2359 Moderate number of cases through.                        A.M.G.  
- " - 14 2359 Situation as above.                                      A.M.G.  
- " - 15 2359 As above.                                                A.M.G.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 3. K.077876

16 2359 Joined 194 Fd Amb at the Asylum GHEEL to take all exhaustions 
and minor sick from the Division's crossing of the ESCAUT canal 
N. of GHEEL.                                             A.M.G. 

Appendix "C" 

- " - 17 2359 )  
- " - 18 2359 ) During these days admissions steadily decreased coincident  
- " - 19 2359 ) with our withdrawal from the bridgehead over the Canal and  
- " - 20 2359 ) the development of the 30 Corps attack.                A.M.G.  
- " - 21 2359 )  

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 3 K077876 

22 2359 Day spent in clearing up.                                A.M.G.  

(N.W. Europe 
1:250,000) 

Sheet 3 E388155 

23 2359 The Division has been given the task of widening the left flank 
of 30 Corps salient. 23 FDS already opened as ASC, therefore we 
are to remain on wheels at MEEREVELDHOVEN. 
Unit billeted in cigar factory.                          A.M.G. 

Appendix "D" 

- " - 24 2359 )  
- " - 25 2359 ) Unit still closed and on wheels.                       A.M.G.  
- " - 26 2359 )  
- " - 27 2359 )  
- " - 28 2359 )  
- " - 29 2359 )  
- " - 30 2359 ) Appendix "E" 
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MEERVELDHOVEN 1 2359 Unit billeted in a cigar factory - not operationally employed. A.M.G. 
" 2 2359 Situation as for 1st. Warning order for a move received.   A.M.G.  

HELMOND 3 2359 Unit moved to HELMOND - A theatre suitable for holding minor sick 
taken over; also parts of two factories nearby as billets. At 
1800 hrs the unit opened to receive minor sick.            A.M.G. 

 

" 4 2359 Minor sick role continued. The Division being at rest.     A.M.G.  
HELMOND 5 2359 Minor Sick continued                                       A.M.G.  

" 6 2359   "     "       "    ADMS visited the C.O. to discuss general 
points of Medical supply & reserve blanket & stretcher states. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 7 2359 Minor Sick continued. C.O. visited the A.D.M.S. Probable future 
roles of the division discussed.                           A.M.G. 

 

" 8 2359 Minor Sick - visit from ADMS, hold fast in future planning, the 
division remaining at rest.                                A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 9 2359 Minor Sick role continued. Number in averages 30-40 daily, that 
is the number remaining, not fresh admissions. 
O.C. visited ADMS. No news of battle commitments           A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 10 2359 Minor Sick role continued.                                 A.M.G.  
" 11 "   "     "    "       "     Meeting of all medical officers of the 

division at this location, an address by the consulting surgeon 
2nd ARMY.                                                  A.M.G. 

 

" 12 2359 Nil of Importance - Minor Sick role continued.             A.M.G.  
" 13 " Arrangements made to hand over the care of Minor Sick to 23 BR 

F.D.S. - Hand over completed 1600 hrs. All own vehicles loaded 
operationally by 1900 hrs.                                 A.M.G. 

 

" 14 " Final check of vehicles - visited ADMS, no operational news. A.M.G. 
" 15 " Complete rest for unit.                                    A.M.G.  
" 16 " General training programme - Visit from A.D.M.S. No information 

as to future ploy.                                         A.M.G. 
 

HELMOND 17 2359 Morning trng programme - Film show in the afternoon.       A.M.G.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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" 18 2359 O.C. met the complete unit & discussed behaviour in Germany & 
went on to make plans for Educational courses & Athletic 
activities for the future.                                 A.M.G. 

 

" 19 2359 Normal Training routine. - Visit to ADMS. Informed that one 
Brigade of the Division now engaged to the N.E. of TILBURG. No 
indication of any move as far as this unit is concerned.   A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 20 2359 Normal Training Routine. -                                 A.M.G.  
" 21 2359    "       "      "      Visit from ADMS, no further news 

regarding immediate employment.                            A.M.G. 
 

" 22 2359 Normal Training Routine.                                   A.M.G.  
" 23 2359 Normal Training Routine.                                   A.M.G.  

HELMOND 24 2359 O.C. visited ADMS and informed that the Div was to operate in the 
BEST area. One section was detached to support 153 F.A. situated 
on the BEST road just N. of EINDHOVEN.                     A.M.G. 

 

BEST 25 2359 Visited ADMS. Instructed to send sections in support of 193 F.A. 
& 194 F.A. Thus all 3 F.As have a resuscitation team. The axis of 
advance is BEST OIRSCHOT                                   A.M.G. 

 

BEST 26 2359 The Division has progressed along the OIRSCHOT - MOERGESTEL Road 
and beyond towards Tilburg. Sections disposed with the Field 
Ambulances. 193 at OIRSCHOT 153 at MOERGESTEL 194 concentrated 
with 44 Bde and situated at Map Ref 226285 waiting to cross the 
canal at BEST. 75 casualties from the whole Div.           A.M.G. 

 

OIRSCHOT 27 2359 Division occupied TILBURG with minimal casualties, exact figure 
not known. The 3 secs still deployed. ADMS seen but no further 
orders.                                                    A.M.G. 

 

OIRSCHOT 28 2359 The Division remained in the TILBURG area. C.O. visited the ADMS 
and told to concentrate the complete unit at OIRSCHOT.     A.M.G. 

 

OIRSCHOT 29 2359 ADMS visited the C.O. at 0800 hrs & informed him that the 
division had commenced to move to an area E & SE of Helmond in 
support of the forces being counteracted from the VENLO area. 22 
F.D.S to open for sick and exhaustion. An area recced in factory 
building at HELMOND. Map ref 558274                        A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 30 2359 Unit moved to Helmond in the morning and were open to receive 
cases at 1400 hrs. 27 cases admitted.                      A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 31 2359 Unit well established. 44 cases held at 1800 hrs.          A.M.G.  
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HELMOND 1 2359 Normal routine. 40 new cases. Visited by ADMS.             A.M.G.  
" 2 " 26 new cases - Visited by ADMS.                            A.M.G.  
" 3 " 20 new cases up to 1800 hrs were admitted.                 A.M.G.  
" 4 " Visited by ADMS. Informed that 23 F.D.S. now open in HELMOND. 22 

F.D.S to stop receiving & gradually empty.                 A.M.G. 
 

" 5 " No new developments.                                       A.M.G.  
" 6 " No new developments - Various "outside" sick parades - 30 minor 

sick still held at 1800 hrs.                               A.M.G. 
 

" 7 " Sick parades - a few minor sick remaining.                 A.M.G.  
" 8 "   "     "      "  "    "     "       "                     A.M.G.  
" 9 " F.D.S. Closed no patients remaining - Sick parades continuing A.M.G. 
" 10 " Cleaning up of equipment                                   A.M.G.  
" 11 " General training procedures.                               A.M.G.  

HELMOND 12 2359 Visited ADMS Informed that a Resuscitation team is required 13th 
onwards to support 153 F.A who will be receiving cases from a 
flanking Division.                                         A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 13 " One sect. dispatched to 153 F.A. at ZOMEREN  Under authority of 
21AGp/1717/3/G(SD) dated 18 Oct 44 the dental officer of this 
unit is to form No. 537 Mobile Dental Unit using the Dental Clerk 
orderly of the Dressing Station and also one Driver.       A.M.G. 

 

" 14 " The detached section had two cases only to deal with  The Dental 
Officer & Dental Corporal struck off strength - Indents put in on 
behalf of No. 537 Mobile Dental Unit.                      A.M.G. 

 

" 15 " Sect still with 153 F.A. General Discussion with the ADMS on 
Routine matters.                                           A.M.G. 

 

HELMOND 16 2359 Section withdrawn from Duty with 153 F.A. (Verbal authority ADMS) 
One Driver I.C. RASC transferred to 537 Mob Dental Unit. Total 
personnel of FDS now 6 Officers 88 ORs.                    A.M.G. 

 

" 17 2359 Unit back on a training basis whilst awaiting further operational 
instructions                                               A.M.G. 

 

" 18 2359 Function as for the 17th.                                  A.M.G.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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" 19 2359     "     "  "   "  18th.                                  A.M.G.  
" 20 "     "     "  "   "  19th.                                  A.M.G.  
" 21 "     "     "  "   "  20th.                                  A.M.G.  
" 22 "     "     "  "   "  21st.                                  A.M.G.  
" 23 "     "     "  "   "  22nd.                                  A.M.G.  
" 24 "     "     "  "   "  23rd.                                  A.M.G.  
" 25 "     "     "  "   "  24th but 10-15 Regular Sick Parades daily A.M.G. 
" 26 "     "     "  "   "  25th.                                  A.M.G.  
" 27 " Div still engaged operationally but no role other than Sick 

Parades for this unit.                                     A.M.G. 
 

HELMOND 28 2359 Div still operationally engaged but no role other than Sick 
Parades for this unit.                                     A.M.G. 

 

" 29 2359 Nil to Report.                                             A.M.G.  
" 30 2359 Visit by ADMS - Likely that this unit will open shortly for the 

care of the Divisional Sick.                               A.M.G. 
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HELMOND 1 2359 Unit commences the month being billeted in Helmond & only open 
for Sick Parades. 508 & 537 Mob. D. Units being attached and 
opened.                                                    A.M.G. 

 

" 2 2359 Visited the ADMS & told to attach a Sec for Resuscitation 
purposes to 194 F.A. established at MAASBREE 824077 (Belgium and 
N.E. France 1:100,000 Sheet 4). This was completed at 1800 hrs. 
                                                           A.M.G. 

 

" 3 " Sick parades cont at H.Q. Sec dealt with 9 cases           A.M.G.  
" 4 "   "      "    "   "   "    "    "     "  5 cases           A.M.G.  
" 5 " Return of Section from Detachment.                         A.M.G.  
" 6 " Informed by ADMS that we are likely to relieve 11 Lt. F.A. at 

HEEZE.                                                     A.M.G. 
 

" 7 " Visited 11 Lt. F.A. & 'recced' the available accommodation. A.M.G. 
" 8 " Informed by ADMS that the move is delayed temporarily.     A.M.G.  

HELMOND 9 2359 Normal Routine.                                            A.M.G.  
" 10 " Saw ADMS. Still some delay in the move of 11 Lt. F.A. from HEEZE. A.M.G. 
" 11 " No developments to report. Ordinary Routine.               A.M.G.  
" 12 "  "      "        "    "        "        "                  A.M.G.  
" 13 "  "      "        "    "        "        "                  A.M.G.  
" 14 "  "      "        "    "        "        "                  A.M.G.  
" 15 "  "      "        "    "        "        "                  A.M.G.  
" 16 "  "      "        "    "        "        "                  A.M.G.  
" 17 " Ordinary Routine - 14589440 Pte SKIRROW H R.A.M.C. was killed 

whilst accompanying an Ambulance to the C.C.S. - An anti 
personnel Bomb was dropped a few yards from the stationary 
ambulance & Pte Skirrow was killed whilst trying to take cover. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

HELMOND 18 2359 No developments to report. Ordinary Routine of Sick Parades A.M.G. 
" 19 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 20 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 21 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 22 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
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" 23 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 24 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 25 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 26 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 27 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 28 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 29 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 30 "  "       "       "    "        "       "     "   "      " A.M.G. 
" 31 " Normal Routine continues - A large "practice" of outside Sick 

Parades. A.D.M.S. informs me that efforts are still being made to 
provide suitable accommodation for opening 

 
 
A.M.G. 
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HELMOND 1 2359 Unit starts the year at rest with the exception of large outside 
Sick Parades.- 508 & 537 MDU attached -                    A.M.G. 

 

" 2 " No developments to report. Normal Routine of Sick Parades  A.M.G.  
" 3 "  "        "     "     "       "      "     "   "     "  
" 4 " Visited ADMS & inspected school buildings at ASTEN Belgium & N.E. 

France 1:100,000 Sheet 4 M.R. 6113                         A.M.G. 
 

" 5 " Further discussion with ADMS re ASTEN, much work required to be 
done. Late afternoon informed that we are to open in two schools 
in HELMOND.                                                A.M.G. 

 

" 6 " Detailed "Recce" of the schools made. Plans made for moving 
Monday.                                                    A.M.G. 

 

" 7 " Continued Recce of Schools.                                A.M.G.  
" 8 " Unit moved to new location St Theresa & St Anna's schools HELMOND 

560223                                                     A.M.G. 
 

HELMOND 9 2359 Buildings being prepared for the reception of Divisional Sick. A.M.G. 
" 10 " No developments.                                           A.M.G.  
" 11 " No developments - Repairing of Building fabric continued   A.M.G.  
" 12 " Unit to open for Minor Sick tomorrow                       A.M.G.  
" 13 " 28 cases admitted.                                         A.M.G.  
" 14 " 17 cases admitted - Arrangements made to admit on alternate dates 

with 23 F.D.S.                                             A.M.G. 
 

" 15 " Normal Routine.  
" 16 " Normal Routine.  
" 17 "    "       "  
" 18 "    "       "  
" 19 "    "       "  
" 20 " Information received that the Division is to be relieved - Recce 

parties to TURNHOUT area on the 21st.                      A.M.G. 
 

Helmond 21 2359 Departure of Recce Parties.                                A.M.G.  
" 22 " C.O. contacted Recce party in TURNHOUT, accommodation examined - 

on seeing a Divisional representative later, was informed that 
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there was a change in plan and that Tilburg was to be the new 
area.                                                      A.M.G. 

" 23 " C.O. saw the Recce party at TILBURG. Sufficient accommodation for 
50 patients found in a small school - ADMS seen later in the day 
& Unit instructed to move from HELMOND on the 24th. All remaining 
cases to be transferred to 23 FDS who are remaining in HELMOND 
for a few days longer.                                     A.M.G. 

 

TILBURG 24 " Uneventful move to TILBURG.  
" 25 " Cleaning & improving the new site - Wards opened.          A.M.G.  

TILBURG 26 2359 Unit visited by ADMS & DDMS of 30 Corps.                   A.M.G.  
" 27 " Normal Routine.                                            A.M.G.  
" 28 " Unit visited by Col. KERR, present ADMS, & Col RICHARDSON who is 

succeeding him                                             A.M.G. 
 

" 29 " Normal Routine.                                            A.M.G.  
" 30 " Normal Routine.                                            A.M.G.  
" 31 "    "     "                                                 A.M.G.  
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TILBURG 1 2359 Unit commenced the month running a 50 Bedded hospital for minor 
Sick                                                         A.M.G. 

 

" 2 2359 Normal Routine. Moderate turnover of patients                A.M.G.  
" 3 "   "       "                                                  A.M.G.  
" 4 "   "       "                                                  A.M.G.  
" 5 "   "       "     Visit from ADMS giving future role           A.M.G.  
" 6 "   "       "           A.M.G.  
" 7 "   "       "     Visited A.D.M.S. Instructed to open an M.I. Room at 

GOIRLE approx 4 miles S. of TILBURG on the TURNHOUT ROAD. This to 
look after the Div. Adm. Gp.                                 A.M.G. 

 

" 
 
 
 

TILBURG 

8 " The Division is taking part in the attack on Germany to the EAST of 
NIJMEGEN. CLEVE and GOCH are two of the main objectives of the 
attack. Two Sections of this unit are taking part, forming 
Resuscitation teams attached to 153 F.A. & 193 F.A. They joined the 
respective units today in the NIJMEGEN area. The rest of the unit 
is remaining in TILBURG & maintaining the hospital which is 
catering for the large Admin Group in the GOIRLE area 4 miles S. of 
TILBURG. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 9th 2359 Normal Routine at unit H.Q. TILBURG. In the early hours of the 
morning the sect with 193 F.A. moved to the C.C.P. at GROESBECK 
(Holland 100,000 Sheet 5 - 7555) 10 Resuscitation cases dealt with. 
1530 hrs they rejoined the 193 H.Q. in the NIJMEGEN area again. The 
section with 153 F.A. moved to KRANENBURG (Central Europe 1:100,000 
Sheet P.1. 8055) where the ADS of 153 was established. 

 
 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 10th 2359 Normal Routine at Unit H.Q. TILBURG. Sect with 193 F.A. closed with 
A.D.S. Section with 153 open & functioning. 

 
A.M.G. 

TILBURG 11th 2359 H.Q. Tilburg  Sect with 193 closed  Sect with 153 at KRANENBURG 
working. 9th, 10th & 11th produced 24 Resuscitation type casualties 
for this section. M.O. with this section recalled for a course. 
From 12th onwards the section to work under officers of 153 F.A. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

TILBURG 12th 2359 H.Q. Tilburg. Sect with 193 moved to DONSBRUGGEN (Central Europe 
1:100,000 8657) Sect with 153 as for 11th. 

 
A.M.G. 
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" 13th 2359 H.Q. TILBURG. Sect 153 as for 11th. Sect 193 opened with ADS at 
888566 (Sheet P.1.) 6 Resuscitation cases. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 14th 2359 HQ TILBURG. Sect 153 as for 11th. Sect 193 6 Resuscitation cases. 
193 now operating a DUKW point for the evac of casualties back to 
the C.C.S. the only route from forward to NIJMEGEN being flooded. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 15th 2359 HQ TILBURG. Sect 153 FA as for 11th. Sect 193 2 Resuscitation cases A.M.G. 
" 16th 2359  "     "     "    "   "  "  "    "    "    "  3      "          " A.M.G. 
" 17th "  "     "     "    "   "  "  "    "    "    "  5      "          " A.M.G. 
" 

TILBURG 
18th " 

2359 
 "     "     Sect 153 F.A. moved with F.A. to a new location 
Ref 921518 Sheet P.1. Central Europe where the ADS remained closed. 
Sect 193 FA 2 Resuscitation cases. 

A.M.G. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 19th " H.Q. Tilburg. Sect 153 as for 18th (Closed) Sect 193 7 Resus. cases A.M.G. 
" 20th "  "      "      "    "   "  "   "      "       "   "  30   "     " A.M.G. 
" 21st "  "      "      "    "   "  "   "      "       "   "  10   "     " A.M.G. 
" 22nd "  "      "      "    "   "  "   "      "   MO rejoined this section. 

Sect with 193 F.A. closed down. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 23rd " H.Q. TILBURG. Sect with 193 closed. Sect with 153 closed A.M.G. 
" 24th " H.Q.    "       "    "   "     "      "    "   "  moved with that 

ambulance to 932478 Central Europe 1:100,000 Sheet Q. 50 Major 
cases were dealt with by this section. - During this Battle Period 
the A.D.M.S. was visited on alternate days.  

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 25 " HQ Tilburg Sect with 193 FA returned to HQ. Sect 153 still with ADS A.M.G. 
" 26 "  "    "    Sect with 153 F.A. returned to HQ. A.M.G. 
" 27 "  "    "    All returned Sections cleaned & re-equipped. A.M.G. 
" 28 " Whole unit now doing Minor Sick. A.M.G. 
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TILBURG 1st 2359 The Unit is situated in TILBURG. Map Ref. 148315 Sheet 5 1:100,000 
HOLLAND. The Division is at rest and 50 Beds are being maintained 
for the Divisional Minor Sick. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 2nd " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 
" 3rd "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 4th "    "      "     ADMS visited. Informed that the Division may be 

moving to another Rest area in BELGIUM. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 5th " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 
" 6th "    "      "     Recce Parties sent to the MOLL area. A.M.G. 

MILLEGHEM 7th " Unit moved to MILLEGHEM Map ref. 144910 Sheet 4 1:100,000 Belgium & 
N.E. France. Before leaving Tilburg the remaining patients were 
transferred to 23 F.D.S. who were remaining at BOXTEL. At MILLEGHEM 
there is accommodation for 60 patients with room for expansion. 
A.D.M.S. visited. 

 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

MILLEGHEM 8th 2359 Minor Sick accommodation put into shape. A.M.G. 
" 9th " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 
" 10th " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 
" 11th "    "      "     ADMS visited. A.M.G. 
" 12th "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 13th "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 14th "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 15th "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 16th "    "      " A.M.G. 
" 17th "    "      "     O.C. met D.M.S. 21 A.Gp. Personnel problems were 

discussed. No specific problems affecting this unit arose. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 18th " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 
" 19th "    "      "     ADMS visited. A.M.G. 
" 20th " Normal Routine. A.M.G. 

MILLEGHEM 21st 2359 Normal Routine. On A.D.M.S. instructions, we have ceased to admit ) 
and are proceeding to clear as patients become fit for duty       ) 

A.M.G. 
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" 22nd 2359 Continued to clear patients not likely to be fit by 23rd. O.C. 
visited Division & recced an area 0831 Sheet Q.1. ESSEN Central 
Europe 1:100,000. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 23rd 2359 A Resuscitation team of 10 men with 3 tonnes of equipment & under 
command Capt P.B. Woolley R.A.M.C. put in support of 194 Fd Amb 
located at area 0831 Sheet Q.1. ESSEN Central Europe 1:100,000. 
Orders received from ADMS for rest of unit to concentrate also in 
this area on March 24th. 

 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

Sheet Q.1. 
083314 

24th 2359 Unit had an uneventful move to new location & "Bivouaced" closed. 
The sect with 194 Fd Amb crossed the Rhine & opened in support of 
the 194 A.D.S. Q.1. 138429. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 25th 2359 H.Q. Nil to report. Sect still with 194. No report received. A.M.G. 
Sheet Q1. 
083314 

26th 2359 Unit less one section devoted day to cleaning up & re-equipping A.M.G. 

" 27th 2359 O.C. visited sections with 194 A.D.S. They were well installed with 
two good rooms & were dealing with all very severe cases. 

 
A.M.G. 

Sheet Q1 
area 2741 

28th 2359 Early this morning the unit was notified that it was under command 
8th Corps. After contacting Medical 8th Corps we were ordered to 
move & harbour with 24 F.D.S. at M.R. area 2741 Central Europe 
1:100,000 Sheet Q.1. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

Sheet P.1 
area 3752 

29th 2359 Unit moved again to area 3752 Central Europe 1:100,000 Sheet P.1. 
Harboured the night, being joined by 34 C.C.S. At a meeting with 
D.D.M.S. Corps we were instructed to move on the 30th & open with 
34 C.C.S., the F.D.S. to act as a filter. The proposed site was a 
fairly large castle at GEMEN Central Europe 1:100,000 403630 

 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

Sheet P.1. 
403630 

30th 2359 By midday the F.D.S. was set up with 70 Beds and ample Reception 
accommodation. All walking cases were to be taken off. 1 B.C. 1 
Sick + 5 P.O.W. were the total for the day. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 31st 2359 Light Sect returned from detachment with 194 A.D.S. 
Normal routine continued of removing walking cases. 
Total for the day being 40 B.Cs. 39 Sick & 21 P.O.W. 

 
 
A.M.G. 
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GREVEN 
Sheet P.2. 
895893 

1 2359 Unit finished March by being a filter to 34 C.C.S. Today we moved & 
harboured at GREVEN Central Europe 1:100,000 Sheet P.2. 895893. 
D.D.M.S. was seen in the evening & we were informed we were to open 
on the 2nd as an advanced Surgical Centre. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

GREVEN 
Sheet P.2. 
907883 

2 2359 Moved early to new location in Greven. A large wool manufactory it 
gives ample opportunity to set up a good surgical centre. 33 F.S.U. 
48 F.S.U. 21 F.T.U. & 517 M.D.U. were attached. 13 Battle 
Casualties 1 Sick & 12 P.O.W. received. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 3 2359 45 Battle Casualties 11 Sick 33 P.O.W. & 3 Displaced Persons passed 
through. Of the Battle Casualties, not all were operated on by the 
F.S.Us. Their figures will be given later. Two sisters attached 
from 33 C.C.S. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

GREVEN 4 2359 46 Battle Casualties, 31 Sick, 51 P.O.W. 14 Displaced Persons 
passed through. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 5 2359 31 Battle Casualties 21 Sick, 7 P.O.W. 1 Displaced Person A.M.G. 
" 6 2359 26 Battle Casualties, 32 Sick, 4 P.O.W. 1 Displaced Person. 

Officially closed today to "digest" post-operative cases. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 7 2359 6 Battle Casualties 15 Sick 2 P.W. 1 Displaced Person. 
These cases not likely to delay departure when post op cases fit. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 8 2359 33 F.S.U. C.T.B.A. - 6 Sick admitted & 1 Displaced Person A.M.G. 
" 9 " 21 F.T.U. C.T.B.A.  4 Sick. A.M.G. 
" 10 " 13 Sick two Displaced Persons.  
" 11 " Still 8 post op cases after 4 evac. A.M.G. 

GREVEN 12. 2359 Normal Routine. DDMS visited unit - We have to prepare to move on 
or about 15th when all Post-op cases should be clear. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 13. 2359 Nil to report. A.M.G. 
" 14. 2359 Last post op case evacuated. Unit ready to move to harbour with 24 

F.D.S. at CELLE X5950. 
 
A.M.G. 

CELLE 15 2359 Unit arrived CELLE. 48 F.S.U. attached to 24 F.D.S. 8th Corps VDTC 
attached to 1 F.D.S. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 16 " Internal Reorganisation. A.M.G. 
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" 17 " Unit still harbouring. A.M.G. 
" 18 " Warning order to prepare to move to LUNEBURG accompanied by 33 

C.C.S. to which unit we are to act as a filter 
 
A.M.G. 

LUNEBURG 19 " Recce of Luneburg showed the SCHARNHORST Barracks S7818 to be the 
only possible site. 
Major Spillane, 8th Corps Psychiatrist attached. 
Suitable wards were allotted. - One Barrack wing allocated to 8th 
Corps V.D.T.C. due to arrive 20th. The General policy is to take 
off all lightly wounded & sick to prevent flooding of the C.C.S. A 
few wards given to holding really trivial cases. - Today 26 cases 
admitted. 

 
A.M.G. 
 
 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 20th  Routine well established. 87 cases through. A.M.G. 
" 21st  48 cases. A.M.G. 
" 22  100 cases. A.M.G. 
" 23  Visit by DDMS - No Battle imminent. 95 cases. A.M.G. 
" 24  60 cases. A.M.G. 
" 25  59 cases. A.M.G. 
" 26  70 cases. - DDMS visited to inform us that the crossing of the Elbe 

would be attempted in the next few days. 
 
A.M.G. 

LUNEBURG 27 2359 80 cases admitted. A.M.G. 
" 28 " 83 cases admitted. A.M.G. 
" 29 " Early this morning the corps made an assault crossing of the Elbe. 

230 cases admitted. 
 
A.M.G. 

" 30 " 151 Casualties admitted. Today evacuation was to 35 CCS at the air 
strip LUNEBURG. Prior to today all evacuation from LUNEBURG has 
been to 86 & 121 G.H. at CELLE 

 
 
A.M.G. 
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LUNEBURG 1 2359 The unit started the month acting as a filter to No. 33 C.C.S. & 
housing 8th Corps V.D.T.C. & the 8th Corps Psychiatrist. 
Arrangements made to hand over patients to 31 F.D.S. who are taking 
over from us on the 2nd 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 2 " In the early hours of the morning a section was moved to ECHEM 
S8631 Sheet M54 1:250,000. This was to relieve 14 Lt. F.A. who was 
running a DUKW Disembarkation Station. Casualties being then sent 
to 33 CCS. During the day all commitments were handed over to 31 
F.D.S. 

 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 3 " H.Q. closed at LUNEBURG. Section busy at ECHEM; the casualties 
chiefly being German & also allied P.W.X. 

 
A.M.G. 

LUBECK 4 " Unit arrived to harbour with 34 CCS in the outskirts of LUBECK at 
Map Ref S.9687 Sheet M54 1:250,000. 
The sect at Echem were relieved by 193 F.A. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

LUBECK 5 2359 A Day of Rest & Re-organisation following the news of cessation of 
hostilities on the Western Front. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 6 " Nil of note. A.M.G. 
" 7 " Owing to an accumulation of hospital trains in LUBECK station, all 

loaded with German wounded; on DDMS instructions Recces were made 
at SWARZENBEK S8249 & RATZBURG S9873 with a view to forming 
Hospital Train Parks. 

 
 
 
A.M.G. 

SWARZENBEK 8 " Unit moved & established in the Railway Station buildings. Siding 
accommodation was cleared for 6 hospital trains. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 9 " Two loaded hospital trains arrived from LUBECK. 
All very serious cases had been taken off. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 10 " Two more trains arrived. They are being rationed & administered by 
this unit. But the train staff of Doctors & Nurses are responsible 
for all the medical care of the patients. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 11 2359 H.Q. remaining at SWARZENBEK. One Section sent to RATZBURG Station 
S9873 to be ready to receive trains  Now six trains at SWARZENBEK, 
no more to be sent here. 

 
 
A.M.G. 
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" 12 " Situation 6 trains Swarzenbek. 1 at Ratzburg. 20 cases per day are 
being hospitalised from each train park & all fit P.O.W. sent to 
the P.O.W. cages. 

 
 
A.M.G. 

" 13 " 6 trains Swarzenbek. 3 trains RATZBURG. A.M.G. 
" 14 " "    "        "      5    "       " A.M.G. 
" 15 " "    "        "      7    "       " A.M.G. 
" 16 " "    "        "      8    "       " A.M.G. 

SWARZENBEK 17 2359 6 trains Swarzenbek. 8 trains RATZBURG  The train parks are now 
full. To give a picture of the present position the Sitrep of today 
is quoted: "Sitrep as at 1800 hrs  SCHWARZENBEK no. of trains 6  
No. of German P.W. patients 1443  P.W. evacuated to Cage 27, to 
hospital 47  Ratzburg. No of trains 8  German P.W. patients 1794 
 No. of P.W. to cage Nil, to hospital 27." 
The policy of fit P.W. to the cage & cases requiring Surgical 
treatment to hospital is being implemented as quickly as they 
become fit or beds become available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

RATZBURG 18 2359 Today the unit H.Q. moved to RATZBURG. 
Map Ref Germany 1:250,000 Sheet M54 S9873 
Leaving 1 sect only to look after SCHWARZENBEK 

 
 
A.M.G. 

RATZBURG 19. 2359 Supervision of trains continued. A.M.G. 
" 20. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 21. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 22. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 23. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 24. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 25. "        "          "        " A.M.G. 
" 26. "        "          "        "     O.C. did a recce of the KIEL area 

as it was understood from Corps that this unit was likely to 
relieve 193 Fd Amb of its "eclipse" commitments in that area. To 
implement these 48 F.S.U. under command 23 (BR) F.D.S. is to take 
over RATZBURG train park & one Coy of 193 Fd Ambulance, also under 
command 23 (BR) F.D.S. is to take over SCHWARZENBEK. 

A.M.G. 
 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

RATZBURG 27 2359 Train Park RATZBURG taken over by 48 F.S.U. 
Final Sitrep reads as follows:- 
"Sitrep as at 1800 hrs  SCHWARZENBEK trains 6  P.W. patients 951 
 Evacuated to P.W. cage 14  to hospital 34  RATZBURG trains 8 
 P.W. patients 1410  Evacuated to P.W. cage Nil  To hospital 
26. 

 
 
 
 
 
A.M.G. 

" 28 " SCHWARZENBEK hospital park handed over to a Coy of 193 Fd AMB & the 
section returned to RATZBURG. 

 

" 29 " Whole unit concentrated. Sorting & cleaning of equipment. O.C. 
visited Corps & learnt that the move to KIEL is postponed & it is 

 
 



probable that the unit will be put in medical charge of an A.A. Bde 
area. 

 
A.M.G. 

" 30 " Nil of Note to report. A.M.G. 
" 31 " Nil of Note to report. A.M.G. 
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West 
Grinstead 

1. 1400 All Officers attended Movement Control lecture by ADMS. IBRR  

 2  Routine Training. All vehicles now waterproofed except one 
Ambulance, one three ton lorry & staff cars. All G1098 & I1248 
stores complete IBRR 

 

 3  Routine Training & Recreation IBRR  
 4 1100 Church Parades IBRR  
 5  Routine Training IBRR  
 6 1600 

2000 
Padre's Hour. News of "D" day first heard over wireless IBRR 
ENSA Concert Party IBRR 

 

 7  Checking of stores IBRR  
 8  Routine Training IBRR  
 9  Routine Training IBRR  
 10  Routine Training & Recreation IBRR  
 11 1200 Church Parade IBRR  
 12  Routine Training & Interior Economy IBRR  

West 
Grinstead 

13 2000 Unit moved to Rowlands Road, WORTHING, and came under comd of 
15(S) INF DIV RESIDUES. IBRR 

 

WORTHING 14  Interior Economy. IBRR  
 15.  Interior Economy. IBRR  
 16  All vehicles now waterproofed except staff cars. IBRR  
 17.  Recreation IBRR  
 18 1100 CO attended conference at No2 Group. Residues IBRR  
 19 1400 Route March IBRR 15 Div ORD Field Pk moved into Rowlands Rd. IBRR  
 20  Routine Training IBRR  
 21  Routine Training & Football IBRR  
 22. 1400 Range allotment. IBRR  
 23  Training. Pay Parade IBRR  
 24  Routine Training IBRR  
 25 0915 Church Parades IBRR  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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WORTHING 26  Routine Training. All vehicles loaded and unit kept in a state of 
readiness to move at six hours notice. Mail being received 
regularly. IBRR 

 

 27  Gas Training & Swimming. RASC on Rifle Range IBRR  
 28 1415 

 
1600 

Inspection of billets by Comdr 15 Div Residue, followed by an 
address to all ranks. 
P.T & Swimming Parade IBRR 

 

 29  Routine Training.  
 30 1000 Route March - Full Marching Order, 8 miles. 

Sea bathing. IBRR 
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WORTHING 1  Routine Trg & Recreation IBRR  
 2 0915 Church Parades. Rain. IBRR  
 3.  Unit at 6 hrs notice to move. IBRR  
 4.  Unit March party now abolished. All personnel to travel in Unit 

Tpt. 
Weather fine IBRR 

 

 5.  Recreation & Training IBRR  
 6 0715 

1400 
Unit left Worthing for Marshalling Area, Tilbury. 
Arrived at Gallows Corner after uneventful journey through London. 
Moved into Marshalling Camp S 8. Tpt remained on Southend Rd ready 
to move to Embarkation Area. IBRR 

 

Tilbury 7  Weather fine. Tpt embarked. IBRR  
 8 1600 

2000 
Unit left camp in TCV's for TILBURY Docks 
All Vehs & personnel embarked on "OCEAN VOLGA". Complete Unit 
travelling as vehicle party - the march party of 46 having 
previously been cancelled. IBRR 

 

 9 0900 Sailed from Tilbury Docks. Weather fine. Majority of personnel on 
board consisted of 15 (S) Inf Div Residues. IBRR 

 

 10  At Sea. Weather moderate IBRR  
NORMANDY 11  Arrived off Coast of Normandy in the morning. Sea too rough for 

disembarkation. Very little sickness during voyage. No incidents. 
IBRR 

 

 12 1000 
 

1600 
1700 
2200 

 
2210 

First vehicles unloaded onto LCT's. Remained on LCTs until 1515 
hrs. 
Landed on "MIKE" Beach with only about 1 foot wade. All vehs 
arrived at "Goldsmith" Assembly Area - St Croix-Sur-Mer. 
Moved up to Divisional Area at Bretteville l'Orgueilleuse and 
moved into same location as 153 F.A. at midnight. IBRR 
O.C. contacted ADMS. 

 

 13  Cleaned up & completed de-waterproofing of loads & vehicles. 
Weather fine IBRR 
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 14  Resting IBRR  
NORMANDY 15 1800 Opened in same location to receive Minor Sick and Exhaustion cases 

during the Divisional attack beyond the R. Odon. 
Weather good. IBRR 

 

 16  Exhaustion cases & minor sick admitted. Extra tentage borrowed.  
 17  Admissions continued. IBRR  
 18  Weather good. Total of 205 cases admitted so far. IBRR  
 19  Holding 150 cases. Exhaustion cases being sedated for 24 hrs & 

then spending next day cleaning & resting. On the third day after 
admission cases were either Returned to Units the next day or 
evacuated to 12 Corps Exhaustion Centre. IBRR 

 

 20 1200 Divisional Commander visited Exhaustion Centre. IBRR 
First large consignment of mail received IBRR 

 

 21  Torrential Rain IBRR  
 22  

1510 
75 Cases remaining. Admissions less. 
Visit by DDMS Second Army. IBRR 

 

 
NORMANDY 

23  Division moved into 30 Corps; unit remained behind to clear cases. 
Total Cases admitted 334. 215 Exhaustion and 119 Minor Sick. 
Out of 186 Divisional Exhaustion Cases, 85 were R.T.U. and 101 
evacuated. IBRR 

 

 24  Closed. Cleaning & repairing. IBRR  
 25 1000 

1500 
Moved from Bretteville to BAUGY, 2 miles S. of Balleroy. 
Some enemy shelling one mile South of location. 1600 hrs opened as 
FDS in forward Medical Area, adjacent to ADS of 194 & 153 Field 
Ambs. Layout of Dressing Station in three departments - each 
capable of dealing with ten transfusions at a time. No cases 
received IBRR 

 

 26 1100 Visit of DDMS 30 Corps. No Cases received. Weather cloudy & some 
rain IBRR 

 

 27. 1130 Two cases received. IBRR  
 28  Showers. 1200 hrs visit by ADMS. No casualties admitted IBRR  
 29  Same location IBRR  
 

NORMANDY 
30. 0500 One Department moved forward to join ADS of 193 Field Ambulance at 

La Martiniere - 2 miles N of Caumont. Remainder of unit joined up 
at 1300 hrs, leaving one section behind with the ADS at Baugy. 
Group I Casualties received direct from ADS - Twenty Cases being 
admitted during the afternoon & night. Remaining section joined 
unit at 1700 hrs. IBRR 

 

 31. 1200 One section joined ADS of 194 Field Ambulance at La Redantiere - 
2½ miles S of Caumont. Remainder of Unit moved down at 1700 hrs 
leaving one dept behind. Only three cases received during the day. 

 
 
IBRR 
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NORMANDY 1  Still at La Redantiere - S of Caumont. Total of 9 cases received 
during day. No cases during Night. Only a few cases being received 
at ADS. News received of good progress past Vire. IBRR 

 

 2.  Same location. Weather fine. Few admissions only IBRR  
 3. 1700 

 
2000 

One section moved forward to join 153 F.A at ST DENIS - 
MAISONCELLES, 8 miles S of Caumont. 
Remainder of unit on wheels. 

 

 4. 1200 Unit moved to St Denis - Maisoncelles. Weather fine. IBRR  
 5. 1200 

 
1500 

One section moved forward to join 193 F.A. at St Pierre Tarentaine 
2½ miles NE of Le Beny Bocage. 
Remainder of Unit moved down. Four casualties received during the 
day. Quiet night. IBRR 

 

 
 

Field 

6  
 
 
 

2200 

Quiet morning. In afternoon a rush of admissions from 46 Bde. C.O. 
7 Seaforths admitted with penetrating head wound. 41 Cases in all. 
1800 hrs one section moved down to join ADS 194 FA at LA TOURNIERE 
(MR 727434) 
Remainder of Unit packed up & on wheels. Weather fine IBRR 

 

 7 0830 Unit moved to La Tourniere.  
 8 1400 One Section moved down to ADS 11 Lt FA at COURTEIL (705412) 

Weather fine. Ten cases received during day. IBRR 
 

 9  Same location. Quiet. IBRR  
 10  Same location. No cases admitted. Closed at 1900 hrs. IBRR  
 11 1030 Moved to COURTEIL (1 mile W of MONTCHAMP).  
 12.  No cases. Weather fine. IBRR  
 13. 1400 

 
1700 

FDS closed. Awaiting orders to move with Div & join 12 Corps below 
CAEN. 
Visit by DDMS 8 Corps IBRR 

 

 
 
 
 

14. 1200 Moved to VIEUX (6 miles S.W. of CAEN). FDS now open for Divisional 
Minor Sick, having previously been doing resuscitation work in 
Caumont Sector. 
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Field. Dead cattle & Germans in vicinity of Vieux causing considerable 
fly menace. Cases of diarrhoea increasing. IBRR 

 15.  Minor Sick - mostly enteritis. Weather very hot. IBRR  
 16  Location the same. Cases of enteritis increasing. Sulphaguanadine 

treatment being used & febrile cases responding well in 48 hours. 
 
IBRR 

 17.  Fewer admissions. Weather still hot. IBRR  
 18  One section moved to BARBERY (12 miles S. of CAEN), & opened for 

Minor Sick. 
 

 19.  Patients transferred to Barbery - 90 Cases in all. 1200 hrs 
remainder of unit moved up. Two No5 Penthouses and two small store 
tents were used to hold minor sick. IBRR 

Capt W.M. Allan RAMC 
joined for duty and Capt 
H.R. Thomson RAMC posted 
to 6 K.O.S.B. 

 20  
2330 

96 Cases held - mostly enteritis. 
Enemy air attack took place one mile away in area occupied by 2 
A&SH. 18 Casualties received shortly afterwards, including the 
Commanding Officer IBRR 

 

Field. 21.  Barbery. Heavy Rain made difficulty for ambulances. IBRR  
 22.  Fine. 60 patients held. IBRR  
 23.  Only 25 Minor Sick held - many having been discharged to duty.  
 24  Division concentrated for Operation "Gallop". One section moved 

down to TRUN to open for minor sick & accidents on route - and to 
act as a staging point back to CCS, West of Falaise IBRR 

 

 25 1700 Main body left Barbery for TRUN (Route via Falaise) 
Arrived 2100 hrs IBRR 

 

 26 0630 
1730 

Left TRUN for BROGLIE - arrived 1100 hrs. Remained on wheels. 
Moved to 2 miles NE of BEAUMONT LE ROGER (on Le Neubourg Road). 
Arrived 2330 hrs. Established post for collecting casualties & 
sick in garage near vacated enemy aerodrome. Weather fine IBRR 

 

 27. 1300 
1730 

One Section joined Div Admin Group. IBRR 
Moved to 1 mile West of LOUVIERS. Open as staging post IBRR 
(M.R. 204884). Division crossing R. SEINE. IBRR 

 

Field. 28.  Location same. Weather fine.  
 29.  Rain. Section rejoined from Admin Area. IBRR. Rain.  
 30.  LOUVIERS. Rain. Only a few cases admitted. Men attended ENSA 

shows. IBRR 
 

 31.  LOUVIERS. Closed & waiting to move over the Seine. Some Rain IBRR  
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LOUVIERS 1 1630 Crossed R. Seine to Div Conc Area. Harboured at MUIDS (308892) 
Weather fine IBRR 

 

MUIDS 2  Closed. Cleaning equipment. IBRR  
 3. 1230 

1530 
Moved up in Divisional column to LA FEUILLE. 
Received orders to join 12 Corps as an Advanced Surgical Centre. 

 

ARBRES 4. 0200 
 

0700 

Arrived at ARBRES (5 miles N of DOULLENS). 23 CCS & 4 FDS closed 
in same field. 
Open as ASC, working with 27 FSU & 13 F.T.U. No evacuation 
possible until 81 General Hospital opens at AMIENS. 

 

 5. 0700 
2100 

23 CCS moved out - also 4 FDS. 
12 FSU arrived. 160 Cases admitted in all. Two Nursing Sisters 
were attached from C.C.S. to nurse post-operational cases. IBRR 

 

 6. 0800 Evacuation to 81 General Hospital - only 6 cases remained 
13 FTU joined 4 FDS & 27 FSU also moved forward to Noeux-les-
Mines. Five 'post-op' cases (abdominals) remain. IBRR 

 

ARBRES 7.  
1200 

 
1400 

Closed. Wet & strong wind. 
Section of 9 F.D.S. arrived to take over 5 'post-op' cases (2 
British, 1 French, 2 German) 
Large store tent forming ward blew down. Cases stood the shock 
well & were moved into local village Hall. IBRR 

 

 8. 0830 
 

1500 
2100 

Moved to join Division at AUDENADE. Route: St Pol - Lens - Carvin 
- Seclin - Avelghem -. 
Crossed frontier into Belgium. 
Arrived at PETERGEN, 4 miles S.W. of AUDENADE. Wet night. Closed. 

 
 
 
IBRR 

PETERGEN 9  Closed. IBRR  
 10 0830 Moved to Div Conc Area N. of BRUSSELS & opened for minor sick at 

NEERPORTEN (588687). IBRR 
 

 11.  Seven cases received in all. IBRR  
 12.  Location same. Division moved up to cross Albert Canal. IBRR  

WESTERLOO 13. 1000 Moved up to 027786 (1 mile S. of WESTERLOO). Closed. Weather fine IBRR 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will 
be prepared in manuscript. 



WESTERLOO 14 1400 Moved up over Albert Canal to GHEEL (0787) to open as FDS 
alongside 194 F.A. in Sanatorium buildings that had been used as 
German barracks. On arrival met DDMS 12 Corps & plan changed - 9 
FDS moved in to form ASC and unit harboured at 124843 one mile 
West of MEERHOUT. 
Weather fine - closed & on wheels. IBRR 

 

 15  Closed. Repairing canvas & making extra tents for personnel. IBRR  
 16.  Enemy gun limber found and converted into trailer for 4 Kwt 

Generating Set. Weather fine. Full Kit inspection carried out. 
Clocks put back one hour. IBRR 

 

 17 1200 Large number of Dakotas and Gliders seen proceeding N.E. 
Closed. Weather fine - some rain at night IBRR 

 

 18  Same location. Closed. IBRR  
 19. 1200 Church Service. Closed IBRR  
 20.  Closed. Football in afternoon IBRR  

EINDHOVEN 21 1100 Moved up in Divisional column across Dutch Border to EINDHOVEN 
area. Arrived 1900 hrs and established ASC at two schools & 
convent in MEERVELDHOVEN (386156). 
No 13 & 42 FSU & FTU working with unit. All types of casualties 
being received. IBRR 

 

 22  Working as ASC. IBRR  
 23  Working as ASC. Eight Nursing Sisters temporarily with unit from 

10 C.C.S. IBRR 
 

 24.  Working as ASC. Two nursing sisters obtained from 23 CCS for post-
operation nursing. Sixteen 'post-op' cases now held - including 
twelve abdomens. IBRR 

 

 25. 1500 
1700 
2000 

Visit by DDMS 12 Corps 
Visit by Lt Col Debenham RAMC. 
23 CCS opened at ZEELST and FDS stopped admitting cases except for 
minor sick and exhaustion IBRR 

 

MEERVELDHOVEN 26  
1200 

 
 

2300 

Rain. Opened for Minor Sick & Exhaustion only. 
Casualties evacuated by air from Eindhoven Airstrip. 
Previously only evacuation had been by Road to Brussels. 22 
stretcher cases & 11 walking despatched. Handley Page "Sparrows". 
Overflow of Group III casualties received from CCS. IBRR 

 

 27 1200 More cases evacuated by air IBRR 
While open in this location a total of 602 cases were admitted 

 
IBRR 

 28 1400 Handed over buildings & patients to 4 FDS. Eighteen 'post-op' 
cases and 95 minor sick & exhaustion. 
Unit moved into adjacent school IBRR 

 

 29  Resting. ENSA & Cinema shows in Eindhoven during afternoon IBRR  



 30.  Resting. Some Rain. IBRR  
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HOLLAND 1.  MEERVELDHOVEN. Closed. IBRR  
 2  Meerveldhoven - closed. Some Rain IBRR  
 3.  Meerveldhoven - closed. IBRR  
 4 1430 Moved to HELMOND (556223). Location - Convent School. 

Closed. Transport parked by Post Office. IBRR 
 

 5.  Helmond - closed. Weather fine IBRR  
 6. 1430 

1630 
Medical Officers Conference at 22 FDS. 
Divisional Commander addressed all officers at local Cinema. IBRR 

 

 7. 1100 ADMS Conference. Closed. IBRR  
 8  Helmond - closed. Fine IBRR  
 9.  

1430 
Training in morning. 
Football v Helmond Post Office Team. Won 14-0. IBRR 

 

 10  Helmond. "Hobby" groups started with classes in drawing and model 
making; instructors being found from unit. Twenty two applications 
for evening classes submitted. IBRR 

 

HOLLAND 
(HELMOND) 

11.  
1500 

Closed. 
Medical Officers attended lecture on Surgery by Lt Col Debenham. 

 
IBRR 

 12.  Closed. IBRR  
 13  Took over Minor Sick Cases from 22 FDS - 44 cases in theatre in 

market square. IBRR 
 

 14  Helmond. IBRR  
 15.  55 minor sick being treated. IBRR  
 16  1900 hrs Unit dance held IBRR  
 17  Same location. Rain. IBRR  
 18  Same location IBRR  
 19. 1430 Football v 227 Inf Bde Workshops. IBRR  
 20.  Same location - open for minor sick. IBRR  
 21.  Helmond IBRR  
 22. 1030 Church Parade IBRR  
 23 1830 Divisional Concert party held for patients in hospital IBRR  

HOLLAND - 24  Open for Minor Sick IBRR  
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HELMOND 25.  Reconnaissance of BEST. One section moved & opened there to 
receive Minor Sick at 1600 hrs. IBRR 

 

BEST 26. 1000 Unit moved to BEST & opened in school buildings. All buildings 
damaged and in dirty condition. 28 patients moved from Helmond to 
new location IBRR 

 

 27. 1100 
 
 

1400 

Reconnaissance of OIRSCHOT. One section moved up to large convent 
school (MR: 313255) - previously occupied by Divisional Hqtrs. 
Ample space for unit & patients available. 
Remainder of unit & patients moved up to OIRSCHOT. IBRR 

 

 28.  Division moved over to sector below DEURNE because of enemy 
counter attack -. IBRR 

 

 29  Oirschot - Minor Sick. IBRR  
 30  Same location. Rain. IBRR  
 31  Oirschot - Minor Sick: only twelve cases remaining. IBRR  
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OIRSCHOT 1  Remaining behind to discharge patients, Division having already 
moved over to Deurne Sector. 15 patients (minor sick). 

 

- do - 2. 1000 Reconnaissance of Helmond.  
- do - 3.  All patients discharged.  
HELMOND 
HELMOND 

" 

4. 
5. 

0900 Moved to Technical School HELMOND & continued to admit Minor Sick. 
Total capacity for 150 minor sick on first floor of school. 
Ground floor rooms full of heavy machinery. 1600 hrs visit by ADMS 

 

" 6.  35 cases held.  
" 7  50 cases held. 1600 hrs visit by ADMS.  
" 8.  Minor Sick.  
" 9.  Minor Sick. Visit by ADMS 1600 hrs. 80 Cases held.  
" 10  More furniture & stores removed from school to make extra 

accommodation. 
 

" 
 

HELMOND 

11.  
 

1600 

102 patients held - six wards of twenty beds each and two officers 
wards. 
Visit by Divisional Commander to see unit and patients. The 
General suggested that beds, if available, should be borrowed 
locally for the patients. 

 

- do - 12  Weather - rain.  
- do - 13  Instructions received for formation of 538 Mobile Dental Unit.  
- do - 14.  Minor Sick. 110 patients held.  
- do - 15. 1500 CO's Conference at ADMS office.  
- do - 16  121 patients held. Rain.  
- do - 17  122 patients held.  
- do - 18  120 patients held.  
- do - 19  100 hospital beds and bedside lockers obtained from St 

Annagesticht Asylum, VENRAY - permission having been obtained from 
owners. 

 

- do - 20  109 cases held.  
- do - 21 1600 Visit by ADMS.  
- do - 22 1200 Visit by DDMS 8 Corps.  
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- do - 23  89 patients held.  
HELMOND 24  102 patients held.  

 25. 1430 
1450 

 
1900 

Church service for patients and Unit. 
Visit by Maj-General Blackmore (Inspectorate of Manpower) to see 
FDS functioning in 'Minor Sick' role. DDMS 8 Corps also present. 
Accidental fire at 46 Inf Bde Wk/shops in HELMOND. Ambulance & 
first aid squad attended - no casualties. 

 

 26.  98 patients held.  
 27  85 patients.  
 28.  92 patients held.  
 29 1200 Visit by DADMS (Pers) 21 A.Gp & DADMS 2nd Army. ADMS attended. 

No personnel questions raised. 
 

 30.  Reconnaissance of Technical School made by 34 CCS with a view to 
taking over in the near future. 
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HELMOND 1  Civilian staff removing machinery from Technical School.  
(588218) 2 1700 ADMS visited & gave orders that the unit was to move to St 

Leonardus School, Helmond, on 4th. No further cases admitted & all 
Divisional minor sick passed on to 8 Corps Medical Units. 

 

 3  Capt Buchan & Lieut Samuel proceeded to Brussels on 48 hour leave.  
HELMOND 
(564228) 

4 1100 Unit moved to ST LEONARDUS School, Helmond (564228). 49 patients 
handed over to 34 CCS who moved into Technical School same day. 
New school too small to take functioning FDS & unit remained 
closed. 

 

 5.  Checking and cleaning stores. New loading lists made out in view 
of the loss of 15 cwt truck from the W.E. 

 

 6.  
1400 

Loading stores & interior economy. 
Reconnaissance of ST GERARDUS School Helmond with a view to 
opening. 

 

HELMOND 
560226 

7 1000 Moved to St Gerardus School (560226). Wooden huts being delivered 
in near future for personnel. School suitable for 100 beds. 

 

 8.  Cleaning & preparing wards.  
 9.  Interior Economy. Wooden huts not yet arrived.  
 10.  Interior Economy.  
 11.  Open to receive Minor Sick. Four wards each of 12 beds. Remainder 

of accommodation used for personnel until huts arrive. 
21 cases admitted by evening. 

 

 12  Weather fair.  
 13.  IMT Inspection of vehicles.  
 14.  

1500 
40 patients held. 
Visit by ADMS. 

 

 15.  46 minor sick patients held.  
 16.  Ballot held for personnel eligible for home leave. Only four 

members eligible - the remainder not so until 8 Jan. 
 

HELMOND 
650226 

17. 1130 ADMS visit. 
Some enemy air activity during the morning. 59 patients held. 
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 18  
1000 

Extra wards opened to increase holding capacity to 80 beds. 
Slight enemy air activity - one small bomb dropped on North part 
of Town. 

 

 19.  Capt W. Sagar proceeded to 32 (BR) General Hospital for Course on 
Psychiatry. 

 

 20  62 patients held.  
 21.  73 patients held.  
 22  75 patients held.  
 23. 1000 

1410 
RASC attended Mines demonstration at Bourg Leopold. 
Enemy air activity in vicinity. Two bombs dropped area Market St 
by high flying plane. 

 

 24.  S/Sgt collected from No 6 (BR) General Hospital to fill vacancy in 
W.E. 

 

 25.  
1100 
1215 

Christmas Day. 
Carol Service. 
Patients Christmas Dinner 1315. Unit's Christmas Dinner. 

 

HELMOND 26  78 patients held. Weather fine and frosty.  
650226 27. 1615 Unit leave Ballot held.  

 28  Thaw - making roads bad. 86 patients held.  
 29  73 patients held.  
 30. 1430 Officers attended clinical visit at 34 CCS.  
 31. 1600 Visit by ADMS.  
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HELMOND 
(560226) 

1  St Gerardus School, Helmond, receiving Minor Sick. Accommodation 
for 94 Cases. 

 

 2  Routine Work.  
 3  Routine Work.  
 4  Routine Work. Thaw precautions in operation.  
 5.  Thaw precautions cease.  
 6.  Capt W. Allan proceeded to 77 Med Regt RA as relief MO.  
 7  Routine Work  
 8  Routine Work  
 9  Routine Work  
 10  

 
1430 

Capt W. Sagar returned from psychiatry course at No 32 (BR) 
General Hospital. 
MO's attended ward visit at 34 CCS. 

 

 11  Very cold.  
 12.  Patients in FDS reviewed by Medical Specialist 34 CCS.  

HELMOND 13  Routine Work.  
 14  New cookhouse constructed.  
 15  Routine work & sick parades.  
 16  ABCA lecture.  
 17  Routine work  
 18 1200 Skin cases in F.D.S. seen by Dermatologist 79 (BR) General 

Hospital. 
 

 19  Routine work & sick parades.  
 20  

1900 
Routine work 
22 & 23 F.D.S. held combined Unit dance. 

 

 21 1000 
1230 

ADMS Conference 
Church Parade 
Unit Recce party proceeded to Herenthals Area, Nr Antwerp. 

 

 22  Recce party contacted and sent to Tilburg to find accommodation in 
view of Divisional move 

 

 23  Advance party moved up to Tilburg  
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HELMOND 24 1100 Visit by ADMS. Division moved to Tilburg. Unit remained in Helmond 
to deal with remaining 'Minor Sick'. 

 

 25  Routine work  
 26  Normal Routine  
 27  Normal Routine  
 28  Closed - no cases remaining  
 29.  Checking and cleaning stores.  
 30.  Normal Routine. ABCA lecture.  

TILBURG. 31. 1000 Unit moved to TILBURG - arriving 1230 hrs.  
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TILBURG 1  Closed. Unit half in billets and half in hall.  
(152314) 2. 1400 Route March 8 miles  

 3  Normal Routine.  
 4 1030 

 
1400 

All officers attended 30 Corps Commander's address at ENSA Cinema, 
Tilburg. 
ADMS Conference - preliminary to Operation "Veritable". 

 

 5. 1830 Moved up to NIJMEGEN behind 227 INF BDE Group. Route via 
s'HERTOGENBOSCH, OST. RAVENSTEIN. 

 

NIJMEGEN 
(706617) 

6.  Time due at D.P. should have been 0100 hrs but owing to bad state 
of roads and traffic blocks did not arrive until 0930 hrs. 
Remained concentrated in top floor of St Joseph's School, School 
Street, 227 Bde HQ being in occupation of remainder of the school. 

 

 7.  Remained concentrated.  
 8.  227 Bde HQ moved out by 1000 hrs. School prepared for reception of 

Minor Sick and exhaustion cases during Operation "Veritable". 
Opened 1200 hrs - Total capacity 90 cases. Cases for evacuation 
sent to 10 CCS or 35 F.D.S. 

 

NIJMEGEN 9.  Cases being received from 43 & 53 Divisions. Total of 30 
(including 6 exhaustion) received so far. 

 

 10.  Routine work  
 11.  All cases coming from 193 Field Ambulance, Cleve, travelling over 

flooded area in DUKWs to 3 C.C.S. Own ambulance car stationed at 3 
C.C.S. to collect minor sick & exhaustion cases. 

 

 12.  Routine work.  
 13.  Routine work.  
 14.  Evacuation of cases as follows:- minor sick & casualties to 10 CCS 

at Grave. Exhaustion cases requiring treatment by Corps 
Psychiatrist to 35 FDS at Zeeland. 

 

 15.  Routine work.  
 16.  Total of 90 patients held. Lt H. Kellett joined unit.  
 17.  Routine work.  
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 18. 1100 Church Service.  
NIJMEGEN 19  91 patients held.  

 20.  Routine work.  
 21.  German type disinfestor and four point shower mounted on trailer 

received from Ordnance, for use in F.D.S. 
 

 22.  Routine work.  
 23.  87 patients held.  
 24.  Routine work.  
 25.  Division moved out to rest in TILBURG Area. Reconnaissance carried 

out in BOXTEL area for new F.D.S. location. Site chosen - School 
(Map Ref 335358). 

 

 26.  Unit remaining behind in Nijmegen, holding 79 patients. 
Advance party of one section proceeded to Boxtel. 

 

BOXTEL 
(335358) 

27.  School at Nijmegen handed over to 11 F.D.S. of 3 Division. Unit 
and 73 up-patients moved to BOXTEL - move completed by 1400 hrs. 

 

 28.  Open for Minor Sick - large school with total capacity of 200 
cases. 
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BOXTEL 
(335358) 

1.  Open for Divisional Minor Sick. Large Modern School with capacity 
for total of 200 cases if necessary. Showers & central heating in 
good working order. 
Capt W. Sagar rejoined unit from No 1 Convalescent Depot. 

 

 2.  Routine Work & Interior economy.  
 3 1530 Divisional Commander visited unit and addressed all ranks on 

parade. 
 

 4  Routine Work.  
 5  Normal Routine.  
 6  Normal Routine.  
 7.  IO carried out reconnaissance of DIEST & surrounding area but no 

space available. Div HQ (Main) expecting to move out of Zonhoven, 
in which case the convent school will be used for F.D.S. 

 

 8.  Routine Work.  
 9.  Capt W. Sagar proceeded on leave to U.K. 30 patients held.  
 10  Routine Work.  

BOXTEL 11  Routine Work  
 12  Normal Routine - Unit receiving large allotment of 48 hrs leave to 

Brussels. 
 

 13  Normal Routine.  
 14  Normal Routine.  
 15.  No cases remaining.  
 16.  Present school larger than required & unit moved to smaller school 

in BOXTEL. 
 

 17 1000 OC's Medical Units met DMS 21 Army Gp at ADMS Office.  
 18 0900 Unit exercise locally - erection of canvas & layout of 

departments. 
 

 19 1000 Adv Party proceeded across Maas to Div Concentration Area - 
harbouring area one mile NE of WALBECK (975276) 

 

 20 2100 Unit moved at rear of Div Tps Convoy - Route - Eindhoven - Asten - 
Panningen - Venlo Bridge. 
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WALBECK 21 0300 Arrived 975276 - Remained closed on wheels.  
WALBECK 22  Harbouring - waiting to move into building at WETTEN.  
WETTEN 23 1100 Moved to WETTEN (Map Ref 003313) Room for 80 Minor Sick cases 

inside building - Admin & living accommodation under canvas. 
 

 24  Capt W. Allan proceeded as relief MO to 1st Middlesex.  
 25  Routine Work - admitting Divisional Sick.  
 26  Normal Routine  
 27  Normal Routine.  
 28 2100 Unit moved over Rhine (Xanten Bridge) to location of 194 Field 

Ambulance, BISLICH (138429). One section left at WETTEN with 75 
patients. 

 

 29  Open for Minor Sick after arriving at BISLICH 0100 hrs.  
 30  Normal Routine.  
 31.  64 Cases remaining at WETTEN - 28 at BISLICH.  
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BISLICH 
(138429) 

1.  Headquarters and one section at BISLICH beside 194 Field Ambulance 
- open for minor sick: holding 28 Cases. Second section remaining 
behind at WETTEN holding 64 Cases. 

 

 2.  No change. Rear section moved up bringing forward 17 cases. 
Lieut F.R.G. Staffiere RAMC joined for duty as non-Medical 
Officer. 

 

 3.  Unit was divided into two equal sections in order to be able to 
"leap-frog" and deal with minor sick during rapid movement. 

 

 4.  Routine work & re-loading of vehicles.  
 5.  One section moved forward to TECKLENBURG to harbour in Div area.  
 6 0900 Remainder of Unit moved up to TECKLENBURG (048018) arriving 0400 

hrs the following day. 30 Cases carried forward. 
 

TECKLENBURG 
(048018) 

7  'A' Section moved to FRIEDEWALDE (762182) 6 miles N.W. of MINDEN 
and opened. 

 

FRIEDEWALDE 
(762182) 

8 0830 Moved up to FRIEDEWALDE & opened in school buildings.  

 9  Open to Minor Sick.  
FRIEDEWALDE 10  Routine Work.  

 11.  One section moved forward with Division to harbour at HAGENBURG 
(078271) 

 

HAGENBURG 
(078271) 

12 0830 HQ section moved to HAGENBURG via PETERSHAGEN Bridge. 
Arrived 1045 hrs. 'A' Section remained at Friedewalde holding 20 
cases. 
Unit remained on wheels waiting to move into CELLE. 

 

CELLE 
(590500) 

13.  Moved to CELLE and opened in administrative building (adjacent to 
law courts) 

 

 14  Section moved up from Friedewalde.  
 15.  Holding 40 Cases.  
 16  Holding 64 Cases. Several P.W(ex) treated.  
 17  70 patients held.  
 18  81 patients held.  
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 19  Capt W. Allan proceeded as relief MO to 4 Tk Coldstream Guards.  
 20  Routine Work.  
 21 0900 Recce Party (Lt Staffiere) proceeded to area N. of LUNEBURG.  

LUNEBURG 22  Unit moved up 4 miles N. of LUNEBURG (map ref 802280) and opened 
for Minor Sick in hutted camp adjacent to 153 Field Ambulance: 
Accn for 80 Cases. 'B' Section (Capt Sagar) remained in CELLE with 
48 Cases. 

 

 23  Routine Work and opening of wards.  
 24 1815 Church Service.  
 25 0900 Section moved up from CELLE.  
 26  Routine Work.  
 27  Routine Work  
 28  A resuscitation section of one officer (Capt Sagar) and eight OR's 

joined 193 F.A. to run resuscitation dept of DUKW Embarkation 
point Nr LAUENBURG during the crossing of the ELBE. Complete 
section loaded into three quarters of a DUKW. 
2330 hrs barrage for Op. "ENTERPRISE" started. FDS being adjacent 
to medium & hvy gun areas. 

 

 29 0200 
1200 

Operation 'ENTERPRISE' - Crossing of River ELBE commenced. 
'B' Section crossed river in DUKW with 193 F.A. at LAUENBURG to 
location 878342. 

 

 30.  Routine work.  
 

  



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or        Unit  23 (BR) Field Dressing Station 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year MAY 1945          Commanding Officer Major I.B. Rees-Roberts  

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

4 miles N of 
LUNEBURG 
(802280) 

1  Established in hutted camp & receiving minor sick & exhaustion 
cases from operation "ENTERPRISE". B Section performing 
resuscitation role with 193 Field Ambulance DUKW Embarkation point 
at LAUENBURG (878342) 

 

 2  B Section moved up to SCHWARZENBEK (826486) to open in doctor's 
house. 

 

TRITTAU 
(773604) 

3. 1300 Remainder of unit crossed the ELBE and moved to TRITTAU, arriving 
at 1600 hrs. Opened for sick in school. Before the move 37 cases 
were carried forward to the section at Schwarzenbek. 

 

 4  Routine work  
 5  B section moved to TRITTAU  
 6  Routine work.  
 7.  Routine work.  
 8  Normal Routine. VE Day celebrations in the evening.  
 9. 1730 C.O. attended Div Commander's address.  
 10  Normal Routine.  
 11  Normal Routine.  

TRITTAU 
(773604) 
(765624) 

12  Owing to school being too small & unsuitable for wards, the unit 
was moved to the country house vacated by 153 Field Ambulance. 
Showers ablutions & WC's all in working order. Ample accommodation 
for 30 patients & good surrounding grounds. Unit personnel under 
canvas. 25 Cases held. 

 

 13  Routine Work & preparing wards. Heat wave.  
 14  Normal Routine.  
 15  Normal Routine. 26 Cases held.  
 16  Capt A.P. Buchan RAMC proceeded as relief MO to 131 Field Regt RA.  
 17  Normal Routine  
 18.  Normal Routine - sharp Thunder storm 1700 hrs.  
 19  Normal Routine.  
 20  C.O. left for leave to U.K.  
 21  Routine work  
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 22  Recce for new location for CRS in Molln  
Near MOLLN 23.  Unit moved to near MOLLN 966639. C.R.S. established - 

accommodation for 50 beds. 10 patients ferried from TRITTAU 
 

 24  Eclipse duties for Kreis LAUENBURG taken over from 158 Fd Amb. 
One detachment - Capt Allan & 10 O.R's at Molln 
One detachment - to maintain 48 F.S.U. at Ratzeburg. 

 

 25  Detachment 1 Sgt & 1 N.O. to M.1 Room SARAU Camp M.R. 977791  
 26  Routine Work  
 27  Routine Work  
 28  Routine Work  
 29  Routine Work  
 30  4 N.O's reported as reinforcements  
 31  4 N.O's posted to 53 R.H.U. potential clerks.  
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W. 
Grinstead 

1/6/44  Conference with A.D.H. - Corps. PJHC  

 2/6/44  Nothing of note. PJHC  
 3/6/44  Conference with M.O. 2nd Bn The Gordon Highlanders. PJHC  
 4/6/44  Conference with ADH - Corps. PJHC  
 5/6/44  Conference with O.C. & Surgical Specialist, 9 Canadian General 

Hospital. PJHC 
 

 6/6/44  "D" day. PJHC  
 7/6/44  ADMS Conference for Unit Commanders. D+. PJHC  
 8/6/44  Unit Administration. PJHC  
 9/6/44  Orders & move to Marshalling area received from S.E.C.O. PJHC  
 10/6/44  Same location for Trans. Camp - 0230 hours. PJHC 
 11/6/44  Remain in Trans. Camp. PJHC 
 12/6/44    "     "    "    " PJHC 
 13/6/44  Board ship for journey to Normandy Beachhead PJHC 
 14/6/44  At sea. PJHC 
 15/6/44  Arrive off Beachhead. PJHC 

France 16/6/44  Lying on board ship off beachhead PJHC 
 17/6/44  Landed on beachhead - arrive Div Conc area PJHC 
 18/6/44  Conference with ADMS - Bde Staff Capt and OCs Medical Unit 

advance parties. 
 
PJHC 

 19/6/44  ADMS Hygiene Conference at Rear Army HQ. PJHC  
 20/6/44  Conference with 194 Fd Ambulance and S/Capts Brigades. PJHC  
 21/6/44  Conference with ADH - Corps and O.C. Glasgow Highlanders. PJHC  
 22/6/44  Made improvised shower out of Field Portable Disinfector no 2 and 

portable Filter. PJHC 
 

 23/6/44  Bathed ORs of Divisional HQ with above shower. PJHC  
 24/6/44  Conference with A.D.H. Corps. PJHC  
 25/6/44  D-1 for Operation Epsom. Attached a Sanitary Inspector to Provost 

Company to supervise Hygiene Gp O.U. PJHC 
 

 26/6/44  "D" day for Op. Epsom. Checking of water supplies at Cully. PJHC  
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 27/6/44  General Unit administration. PJHC  
 28/6/44  Conference with ADH Corps. PJHC  
 29/6/44  Moved to area Bronay. PJHC  
 30/6/44  Conference with Civil affairs detachment & then Div. PJHC 

 
                                   PJH Clarke MAJOR. R.A.M.C. 
                                O/C 40 FIELD HYGIENE SECTION. 
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BWEF 1/7/44  Liaison duties for ADMS - with 20 & 79 General Hospitals - 10 + 
32 CCSs. 

 
PJHC 

 2/7/44  Moved to Sec PJHC 
 3/7/44  Improvised Bathing equipment erected to bathe Main & Rear Div 

TPS. 
PJHC 

 4/7/44  Conference with S/Capts of all Brigades and O.C. Admin group PJHC 
 5/7/44  ADMSs Medical Officers Conference. PJHC 
 6/7/44  Conference with A.D.H. Corps. PJHC 
 7/7/44  Investigation of water supply near Bronay. PJHC 
 8/7/44  Contacted Units of 227 Bde - and O.C. admin group. PJHC 
 9/7/44  Conference with O.C. 193 Fd Amb and O.C. F.H.S. attached 43 Div. PJHC 
 10/7/44  Consultation on Cases of ? Infectious disease at 193 Fd Ambulance PJHC 
 11/7/44  Consultation with Med Specialist 77 Gen Hospital re Cases of ? 

Enteric. 
 

PJHC 
 12/7/44  Conference with Med Specialist 77 Gen Hospital and O.C. 193 Fd 

Ambulance 
 

PJHC 
 13/7/44  Hygiene Conference 2nd Army PJHC 
 14/7/44  Conference with DDH Corps. PJHC 
 15/7/44  Moved to Norrey-en-Bessin. Op Greenline commenced. JPH Clarke Major    PJHC 

     RAMC 
BWEF 16/7/44  Conference re gastroenteritis with O.C. 23 F.D.S. PJHC 
 17/7/44  Inspection of P.O.W. Cage. Conference with O.C. 23 Fd Ambulance. PJHC 
 18/7/44  Moved to Putot-en-Bessin. PJHC 
 19/7/44  ADMS Commanding Officers Conference PJHC 
 20/7/44  Conference with D.D.M.S. Corps & C.R.E. Division. PJHC 
 21/7/44  Inspection of Divisional water points PJHC 
 22/7/44  ADMS's Conference for Med. Unit Commanders. PJHC 
 23/7/44  Moved to Balleroy area 6869 - Conference with A.D.H. 30 Corps PJHC 
 24/7/44  Checking up of Div. gastroenteritis cases admitted to 23 FDS - 24 

CCS and 70 Gen Hosp 
 

PJHC 
 25/7/44  Inspection of suitable area for swimming. PJHC 
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 26/7/44  Conference of 30 Corps Hygiene Officers. PJHC 
 27/7/44  Inspection of sites for M.B.U. and Laundry and Vehicle washing PJHC 
 28/7/44  Conference with A.D.H. 30 Corps and OC 30 Corps Hygiene Section PJHC 
 29/7/44  Liaison with No. 7 Mobile Bacteriology Laboratory. PJHC 
 30/7/44  Conference with D.A.D.M.S. 8th Corps. Moved to Foulognes area 

7163 
 

PJHC 
 31/7/44  Conference with A.D.H. 8th Corps and O.C. 22 F.D.S. PJHC 

JPH Clarke Major 
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B.L.A. 1/8/44  Moved to Sept Vents area. Liaison with D.D.M.S. Corps for ADMS. PJHC 
 2/8/44  Compilation of monthly Hygiene Report. PJHC  
 3/8/44  Conference with R.E. re water points & with O.C. 22 F.D.S. PJHC  
 4/8/44  Moved to St Martin de Besaces area (6851). PJHC  
 5/8/44  Conference with ADH Corps. PJHC  
 6/8/44  Checking & inspection of Divisional water points. PJHC  
 7/8/44  Liaison with 20 (Br) Gen Hospital and 10 (Cdn) Gen Hospital for 

ADMS. PJHC 
 

 8/8/44  Moved to Le Tourneur area (6645). PJHC  
 9/8/44  Conference with OC 27 Fd Hygiene Section. PJHC  
 10/8/44  Conference with ADH Corps. Liaison with 74 Gen Hospital for ADMS. PJHC 
 11/8/44  ADMS Conference of O.Cs Medical Units. Conference with S/Capts 44 

and 227 Brigades. PJHC 
 

 12/8/44  ADMS Conference of O.Cs Medical Units. Conference with O.C. 194 
Fd Amb and M.O. 8 RS. PJHC 

 

 13/8/44  Conference with OCs 153 Fd Amb and 23 F.D.S. Inspection of Div 
Screening Point. PJHC 

 

 14/8/44  Moved to Amaye Sur Orne area (9858). PJHC  
 15/8/44  Conference with ADH Corps and OC 193 Fd Ambulance. PJHC  

B.L.A. 16/8/44  Investigation of gastroenteritis cases at 46 Bde workshops. PJHC  
 17/8/44  Conference with M.O. A&S Highlanders re gastroenteritis. PJHC  
 18/8/44  Conference with M.O. A and S Highlanders Moved to Barbery area 

(0250). PJHC 
 

 19/8/44  D.M.P. insect repellent distributed to medical Units for use of 
R.M.O. on severe cases of insect bite. PJHC 

 

 20/8/44  Moved to Barbery area (0250) Aubigny area (1239). PJHC  
 21/8/44  Conference with O.C. 193 Fd Amb & O.C. 62 Coy RASC and R.M.O. 190 

Fd Coy. PJHC 
 

 22/8/44  Conference with M.O. i/c Unit taking Divisional sick. Inspection 
of Mob. Laundry. PJHC 

 

 23/8/44  General Unit administration. PJHC  
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 24/8/44  Moved to Mandeville area (2732). PJHC  
 25/8/44  Moved to La Houdiere area (7268). PJHC  
 26/8/44  Combon Moved to Combon area (0078). PJHC  
 27/8/44  Moved to Le Parc (1887). PJHC  
 28/8/44  Conference with A.D.H. Corps and MOs 190 Fd Regt and 97th A Tk 

Regt. PJHC 
 

 29/8/44  Moved to Vironvay area (2687). PJHC  
 30/8/44  Moved to Herqueville area 2991. PJHC  
 31/8/44  Conference with ADMS, S/Capts all Bdes & RMO of 2 Gordons - 6 

K.O.S.B. and 2 Glas H. PJHC 
 
                                   PJH Clarke MAJOR. R.A.M.C. 
                                O/C 40 FIELD HYGIENE SECTION. 
 

 

 
  



Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 

Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or      Unit  40 Field Hygiene Section RAMC 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year September 1944           Commanding Officer Major PJH Clarke RAMC 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

B.L.A. 1/9/44  Conference with ADMS and Div Catering adviser.  
 2/9/44  General Unit Adm. Compilation of monthly Hygiene Report for 

August. 
 

 3/9/44  Moved to Haucourt (6233). Conference with OC 194 Fd Amb and M.O. 
1 Mx Regt. 

 

 4/9/44  Moved to La Feuillie (5014). Conference with ADMS.  
 5/9/44  Moved to Marcq (1303)  
 6/9/44  Moved to Pecq (8941)  
 7/9/44  Conference with ADMS. General Unit administration. Inspection of 

Estaminets for Div HQ. 
 

 8/9/44  Moved to Petegem (0555)  
 9/9/44  Conference with ADMS and M.O. 6RSF. Inspected Mobile Bath Unit 

site + recommended change of site. 
 

 10/9/44  Moved to Ramsdonck (6274)  
 11/9/44  General Unit administration. Conference with O/I/C Tpt 284 Div 

TPS workshop 
 

 12/9/44  Moved to Veerle (0778)  
 13/9/44  Conference with A.D.H. Corps.  
 14/9/44  Moved to Gheel (0888)  
 15/9/44  Attended Investiture by Field Marshal Montgomery - Inspected 

water points & Baths Unit site. 
 

B.L.A. 16/9/44  Conference with ADMS and OC 194 Fd Amb. General Unit 
administration. 

 

 17/9/44  Contacted A.D.H. Corps. Arrival of relief. PJHC  
 18/9/44  Introduced relief OC to OCs Medical Units & Heads of Services. 

Handing over of reins. 
 

 19/9/44  Taking over the Section from Maj. Clarke & Gen Adm. D.S.B. 
 20/9/44  Conference with A.D.M.S. Inspected new site of 305 Mob Laundry 

M.R. 071715. 
 
D.S.B. 

 21/9/44  Moved to Eindhoven (Holland) M.R. 409160 D.S.B. 
 22/9/44  Organisation of Office Routine. Gen Adm of unit. D.S.B. 
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 23/9/44  Conference with A.D.M.S. 15 (Scot) Division & with A.D.H. 12 
Corps. 

 
D.S.B. 

 24/9/44  Conference with O/in/c 190 Field Regt regarding cases of septic 
sores 

 
D.S.B. 

 25/9/44  Conference with Camp Commandant re billets & drying room. D.S.B. 
 26/9/44  Closing of Imprest Account, contacted medical units D.S.B. 
 27/9/44  Exchange of currency & Pay Parade. D.S.B. 
 28/9/44  Moved location of unit to Eindhoven 410210 D.S.B. 
 29/9/44  Conference with A.D.M.S. Inspection of meat (112 Coy (S) 12 

Corps) 
 
D.S.B. 

 30/9/44  Moved to Son 442259. Contacted 23 F.D.S. re hygiene 
 
                                D.S. Buchanan MAJOR. R.A.M.C. 
                                O/C 40 FIELD HYGIENE SECTION. 
 

D.S.B. 
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BLA.  1 Oct 44 Conference with A.D.M.S. Contacted 23 F.D.S. Arranged for W/S 
material. 

D.S.B. 

 2  "  Monthly Hygiene Report. D.S.B.  
 3  "  Visited 284 Div Tps W/S re new M/Cycles D.S.B. 
 4  "  Unit moved to Gemert M.R. 576303 D.S.B. 
 5  "  Investigation re ? case of Meningitis 399 Coy R.A.S.C. Inf Bde 

Coy. Pay Parade. 
D.S.B. 

 6  "  Conference of M.O's held by A.D.M.S. at 22 F.D.S. Div Cmdrs 
address to Div Officers. 

D.S.B. 

 7  "  Contacted Medical Units. D.S.B. 
 8  "  Conference with A.D.M.S. Inspection of meat at B.B.P. 283 Coy, 

RASC. 
 
D.S.B. 

 9  "  Unit admin. Inspected meat at B.B.P. 283 Coy, RASC. Contacted 194 
Fd Amb. 

 
D.S.B. 

 10  "  Scrutiny of Weekly Health Statistics at A.D.M.S. Contacted 
Medical  Officers of 6 Q.S.B., 2 A.&S. Hldrs, HQ., R.E.s and 79 
A/Tk Regt. 

 
 
D.S.B. 

 11  "  Conference with ADH, 8 Corps. Contacted M.O's 6 K.O.S.B. ADMS 
Conference for MO's. 

 
D.S.B. 

 12  "  Tour Inspections with A.D.H. 8 Corps. Investigated a case of 
Diphtheria 6 K.O.S.B. 

 
D.S.B. 

 13  "  Contacted 305 ML & BU and 44 Bde W/S. D.S.B. 
 14  "  A.D.M.S + Conference. Unit Admin - Application for Compassionate 

Leave by Cpl Holmes. 
 
D.S.B. 

 15  "  Documentation - A.D.M.S. Office. D.S.B. 
B.L.A. 16 Oct 44 Unit Admin. D.S.B. 

 17  "  Contacted M.O's 10 H.L.I., 2 Gordons, A.&S. Hldrs. Visited Bath 
Unit & 229 R.E's. 

 
D.S.B. 

 18  "  A.D.H. 2nd Army, Hygiene Conference 79 (Br) General Hospital, 
Eindhoven. 

 
D.S.B. 
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 19  "  Conference A.D.H. 8 Corps. Pay Parade. D.S.B. 
 20  "  Unit Admin. Assembly of New Disinfestor. Visit from A.D.M.S. D.S.B. 
 21  "  Investigated a case of Diphtheria 279 Fd Pk Coy RE. D.S.B. 
 22  "  Contacted 193 Fd Ambulance. D.S.B. 
 23  "  Conference A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted M.O. 79 A/Tk Rgt re 

disinfection. 
D.S.B. 

 24  "  Contacted 22 and 23 Fd Dressing Stations. D.S.B. 
 25  "  Unit moved via Acht (Eindhoven) 410210 to Oirschot 320257 D.S.B. 
 26  "  Examined suspected Diphtheria HQ., RE. Contacted 23 F.D.S., 79 

(Br) Gen Hosp and 227(H) Inf Bde W/Shops R.E.M.E. re 
disinfection. 

 
 
D.S.B. 

 27  "  Visited 79 (Br) General Hospital Bact. Lab and No. 4 Mob Bact Lab 
re swabs and analysis of a specimen of sugar. 

 
D.S.B. 

 28  "  Unit moved to Tilburg M.R. 1732 S'HERTOGENBOSCH. D.S.B. 
 29  "  Unit moved to Helmond M.R. 545211 MAESEYCK. D.S.B. 
 30  "  Unit moved to ZOMEREN M.R. 586120 MAESEYCK. D.S.B. 
 31  "  Investigation of cases of ? Cutaneous and Pharyngeal Diphtheria 

at 190 Fd Regt RA. 
 
                                D.S. Buchanan MAJOR. R.A.M.C. 
                                O/C 40 FIELD HYGIENE SECTION. 
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BLA. Nov. 
1 

 Unit Admin. Perusal of Weekly Health Returns at ADMS Office  

 2  Contacted new CO., 153 Fd Ambulance. Pay Parade.  
 3  Monthly Hygiene Report.  
 4  Conference with ADMS re Drying Room facilities for the tps.  
 5  Unit Admin. Designing portable latrines and improvised drying 

facilities. 
 

 6  Preparation of Model Ground for demonstration purposes.  
 7  Weekly Health Returns scrutinized at ADMS Office. Inspected Camp 

site at HQ. (Main) 
 

 8  Unit discussion on improvisation of field equipment.  
 9  Pay Parade. Contacted 23 F.D.S. regarding defective drains in 

present billet. 
 

 10  Contacted 283 Coy., R.A.S.C. Contacted 624 Fd Park Coy., R.E. re 
materials for W/S. 

 

 11  Conference of Sections Sanitary Assistants.  
 12  Inspected 305 ML. & BU., Helmond. Visited ADOS Dump.  
 13  ADMS Conference. W/Shops supervision.  
 14  Visit by A.D.H., 8 Corps. Visit to Div Rest camp, Deurne, and 193 

Fd Amb, Asten. 
 

 15  Visit from DDH., 21 Army Group, ADH., Second Army and ADH., 8 
Corps. 
Contacted MO. Seaforth Hldrs re new V.D. cases. 

 

BLA. NOV. 
16 

 ADMS Office. Contacted MO., 190 Fd Regt., R.A. regarding cases of 
diarrhoea. 

 

 17  Contacted MO.s, 9 Cameronians and 6 K.O.S.B.  
 18  Contacted MO. 8 Royal Scots and CO., 26 Fd Hygiene Section.  
 19  Investigation diphtheria case 97 A/Tk Regt. W/Shops material 

obtained at Helmond. 
 

 20  Unit moved to Vlierden Gemeente Deurne (MR. 6217.)  
 21  A.D.M.S. Office; Health Returns scrutinized.  
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 22  Awaited D.D.M.S., 8 Corps and also awaited move of location which 
was postponed. 

 

 23  Visited 8 Corps (Rear.) A.D.M.S. Office.  
 24  Unit Admin. A.D.M.S. Office.  
 25  Unit moved to Kronenberg (MR. 810141.) Pay Parade.  
 26  Summary of Evidence taken down.  
 27  A.D.M.S. Office. Unit Admin.  
 28  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutinized Sanitary Inspectors' Reports.  
 29  A.D.M.S. Office; Scrutinized Weekly Health Returns. Investigated 

case of Diphtheria 
 

 30  A.D.M.S. Office and C.R.A. Office HQ.  
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BLA. DEC, 
1. 

44 Unit moved to Panningen MR. 768053  

 2  Monthly Hygiene Report. San Inspectors' Conference.  
 3  Monthly Hygiene Report completed. Contacted C.C.P, 194 Fd Amb.  
 4  Pay Parade. Unit Admin.  
 5  A.D.M.S. Office. Section W/S G. 1098 inspected.  
 6  A.D.M.S. Office. Inoculation State brought up to date.  
 7  A.D.M.S. Office. Investigated Diphtheria Case 227 Bde W/S. 

Inspected Bath Sect, Horst. 
 

 8  Visited Bath Section, Asten. Visited 44 & 46 Bde W/S.  
 9  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited 181 Field Regt. RA, re Sanitary Report.  
 10  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited newly established Water Point.  
 11  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited Water Point.  
 12  Accompanied CRE. Inspected Div HQ Office re drainage. Contacted 

M.O. 2 A & S Hldrs. 
 

 13  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutinised Weekly Health returns. Contacted M.O. 
2 A & S Hldrs 

 

 14  A.D.M.S. Office. 227 Bde W/S., School Sevenum re latrines. Bath 
Sections Helden & Sevenum. 119 L.A.A., R.A. re ? Diphtheria 46 Bde 
H.Q. 153 Fd Amb. 

 

 15  A.D.M.S. Office. 153 Fd Amb. Contacted M.O. 2 Glas Hldrs.  
BLA. DEC 

16 
44 Conference of San Inspectors. Contacted M.Os 7 Seaforths and 9 

Cameronians 
 

 17  Contacted M.O. 10 H.L.I. re suspected Diphtheria. Water Point 
inspected. 

 

 18  Unit Admin. A.D.M.S. Office.  
 19  A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted M.O. 10 H.L.I. re Diphtheria. Pay 

Parade. 
 

 20  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutinised Weekly Health Returns. Visited 22 & 
23 F.D.S. 
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 21  A.D.M.S. Office. 44 & 46 Bde W/S inspection. 305 Mob Laundry 
Inspection. 

 

 22  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited Div Water Point.  
 23  A.D.M.S. Office. Conference of San Inspectors. Contacted M.O. 181 

Fd Rgt RA. 
 

 24  A.D.M.S. Office. Water Point routine visit. Visited 153 Fd Amb.  
 25  A.D.M.S. Office. A.D.M.S. visited unit.  
 26  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited M.O's A.&S. Hldrs., 10 H.L.I., 194 Fd 

Amb. 153 Fd Amb 
 

 27  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited 79 (Br) Gen Hp. Bact Lab. No. 4 Mob. Bact 
Lab re swabs. 

 

 28  A.D.M.S. Office. No.1 F.D.S. Contacted M.O. 10 H.L.I. with result 
of swabs. 

 

 29  A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted M.O. 1st Middx and 2 Gordons.  
 30  A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted M.O's 102 (NH.) A/Tk Regt RA & 181 Fd 

Regt RA re ? Diphtheria case 
 

 31  Visited 193 Fd Amb and contacted M.O. 131 Fd Regt re ? Diphtheria 
case. 
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BLA. JAN 
1 

45 Court Martial - Zomeren.  

 2  A.D.M.S. Office; Scrutinised Weekly Health Returns. Contacted MO. 
131 Fd Regt RA. 

 

 3  A.D.M.S. Office, contacted 624 Fd Pk Coy RE., MO.'s to RE & 153 Fd 
Amb. 

 

 4  Visited 193 Fd Amb, Sevenum.  
 5  CO left unit for leave to UK.  
 6  Unit Admin.  
 7  Investigation regarding incidence of civilian louse infestation 

etc, Baarlo 
 

 8  Investigation of cellars occupied by civilians in Baarlo.  
 9  Investigation of similar conditions (as above) at Kessel.  
 10  Investigation of similar conditions (as above) at Hout Blerick.  
 11  Investigation continued.  
 12  Dusting of 300 civilians at Baarlo with D.D.T.  
 13  Dusting of 200 civilians at Baarlo with D.D.T.  
 14  Unit Admin.  
 15  Investigation of Diphtheria Case and disinfection of room at 

SOMEREN. 
 

 16  C.I.M.T. Veh Inspection.  
BLA. JAN 

17 
45 Inspection of new site for 305 M.L. at Asten, and water vehs at 62 

Coy RASC 
 

 18  Inspection of Water Vehs.  
 19  Unit Admin  
 20  Investigation of civilian louse infestation etc at Leer.  
 21  Recce of new billets.  
 22  Contacted 193 Fd Amb. Pay Parade.  
 23  A.D.M.S. Office., scrutinised Weekly Health Returns.  
 24  Unit moved to near Helvoirt. MR. 283404.  
 25  Contacted 193 Fd Amb. Visit from ADH 30 Corps.  
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 26  Water Veh reports scrutinised.  
 27  A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted 193 Fd Amb.  
 28  Unit Admin. CO admitted to 88 (Br) Gen Hp.  
 29  Water Veh Reports.  
 30  Contacted Bath Units, recce of sites for RE Water Point  
 31.  Unit Admin. Commenced Monthly Hygiene Report.  
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BLA. Feb 45. 
1 

 Unit Admin.  

 2  Completion of water veh reports and Monthly Hygiene Report.  
 3  Practice loading of vehs  
 4  CO. rejoins unit. A.D.M.S. Office.  
 5  A.D.M.S. Office. Unit moved to Nijmegen.  
 6  A.D.M.S. Office. Unit arrived Nijmegen MR. 714615. All ranks 

                                           confined to Camp Area. 
 

 7  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutinized Weekly Health Returns.  "    "  
 8  A.D.M.S. Office. Pay Parade. All ranks confined to Camp Area for 

                                                security reasons. 
 

 9  A.D.M.S. Office. Unit Admin.     "          "             "   "  
 10  A.D.M.S. Office. PW Cage, Bath Sections visited, MO. 102 A/Tk 

Regt contacted. 
 

 11  A.D.M.S. Office. Contacted MO. 119 L.A.A. Visited O.F.P. Coy.  
 12  Unit Admin. Inspected Unit Tpt.  
 13  Inspected all Cookhouses HQ. (Rear) Div and general sanitary 

arrangements. 
 

 14  Contacted 23 F.D.S. Visited 193 Fd Amb and A.D.M.S. Office, 
Cleve. 

 

 15  Unit standing by for move from 0900 hrs. Moved 0001 hrs.  
BLA. Feb 45 

16 
 Arrived new location 0500 hrs - Nutterden MR 847560. A.D.M.S. 
Office. 

 

 17  Unit Admin.  
 18  A.D.M.S. visited unit. RE Water Point opened by 278 Fd Coy MR 

902543 Sht. 4202 
 

 19  Pay Parade. Inspected Water Point. A.D.M.S. Office. Bedburg. 
Contacted MO. Mil Gov 205 Det re. refugees. 

 

 20  Unit standing by to move - cancelled 1600 hrs. Visit by A.D.M.S.  
 21  Unit Admin.  
 22  Unit moved to Pfalzdorf MR. 919469. "A" Mess disinfected.  
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 23  Unit Admin. Visit by A.D.M.S. A.D.M.S. Office.  
 24  A.D.M.S. Office. Vaccination of ORs (Rear) Div.  
 25  Unit stand by for move. San Asst brought in from Water Point.  
 26  Unit moved to Boxtel MR. 3334.  
 27  Contacted 23 F.D.S. Inspected baths. Attended A/Q Conference 1400 

hrs. 
 

 28  Visited Admin Area, Goirle. Visited 194 Fd Amb.  
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BLA. Mar 45 
1 

 Pay Parade. Visited Baths, Boxtel. 1st Water Duty Course 
commenced. MO's Conference 

 

 2  Visit from OC 31 F.H.S. (30 Corps.) re Cross-posting of Gas 
Instructor. Visited baths 

 

 3  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutiny of Div Weekly Health Returns.  
 4  Monthly Hygiene Report commenced. A.D.M.S. Office. Visited 23 

F.D.S. 
 

 5  Monthly Hygiene Report completed. Unit admin. A.D.M.S. Office. 
1st Water Duties Course terminated. 

 

 6  Unit moved to Kiewhit (Sonhoven) M.R. 3367  
 7  Visited 31 F.H.S. Zeeland. San Asst (Cpl) Cross-postings 

effected. 
 

 8  Pay Parade. Exchange of currency. Closed Imprest Account.  
 9  Commenced arrangements for Water Duties Course No.2. Drains 

inspected and cleared at 6 R.S.F's (Herck la Ville) 
 

 10  Completed arrangements for Course. Inspection of Main and Rear 
Div HQs. 

 

 11  Arranged for Water vehs to be available for Water Duties Course.  
 12  A.D.M.S. Office. Scrutiny of Weekly Health Returns. 2nd Water 

Duties Course commenced. 
 

 13  Visited 22 F.D.S. Water Course.  
 14  A.D.M.S. Office. A.D.H. Second Army Conference for Hygiene 

Officers. 
 

 15  Conference of San Assts. A.D.M.S. Office. Inoculations.  
 16  Visited 193 Fd Amb. 2nd Water Duties Course terminated.  

BLA. Mar. 
17 

 DMS. 21 Army Group visited Div. Meeting of Div unit CO's at 
A.D.M.S. Office 

 

 18  San Asst replaced at 193 Fd Amb. CO contacted.  
 19  Pay Parade. Contacted No. 4 Mob Hyg Lab, Bourg Leopold.  
 20  Contacted 61 F.H.S. re deficiencies in accessories of Power 

Sprayers. Unit admin. 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
and the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War 
Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this is 
not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 21  Unit admin. Unit moved to Sonsbeck MR. 060362.  
 22  Unit arrived at Sonsbeck MR. 060362.  
 23  Div Battle School and Red Lion Club Inspected.  
 24  A.D.M.S. Office. Civ case of Diphtheria investigated. 

Modifications to Power Duster. 
 

 25  A.D.M.S. Office. Visited 23 F.D.S. Bath Section Sonsbeck.  
 26  Visited Mob Laundry 227 R.E.M.E. W/S and ADOS Dump.  
 27  Visited MO. 10 H.L.I. and investigated general health of German 

civs in area. 
 

 28  Visited MO's 9th Cameronians, 2nd Glas Hldrs., and 7th Seaforths.  
 29  Unit moved to Vessel MR. 138451. Inspected meat issue at Main HQ.  
 30  Unit admin.  
 31  Commencement of Monthly Hygiene Report. A.D.M.S. Office.  
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BLA APRIL 
1 

 Contacted MOs 7 Seaforth Hldrs & 8 Royal Scots. ADMS Office. 
Disinfector and lorry (3 ton) returned to 2nd Army veh pk 

 

 2  Contacted MOs 2 A & S Hldrs, 2nd Gordon Hldrs and 10 HLI. ADMS 
Office. 

 

 3  Unit Admin. Discipline Lecture to unit on Non-Fraternisation.  
 4  Commenced Monthly Hygiene Report. Orders to move location 

cancelled. 
 

 5  Unit moved to new location - dep 1020 hrs arr 1600 hrs : Greven 
MR. 915884 

 

 6  Unit moved to new location    "  1030  "   "  2300  "  : Lavelsloh 
MR. 685257 

 

 7  Completed Monthly Hygiene Report. ADMS Office.  
 8  ADMS OFFICE. Dusting of PW at PW Cage. Maintenance of Health 

                                                 Statistic Graphs. 
 

 9      "       scrutinized Weekly Health State.  
 10  Moved to Hagenburg MR. 081276.  
 11    "      Fuhrberg   "  434432  
 12    "      Lahde      "  862198  
 13  Dusting of PWX & DP commenced. No. 2 Camp inspected.  
 14     "          "     continued. W/S constructing Cookhouses.  
 15           as above.  

BLA APRIL 
16 

          as above  

 17           as above  
 18           as above  
 19  Unit moved to CELLE  
 20  Commenced work in Heide Caserne Barracks.  
 21  Supervising of German Civilian Labour in cleaning out above 

Barracks. 
 

 22  As above. W/Shop constructing deep trench latrine superstructures.  
 23                   as above  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



 24                      "  
 25                      "  
 26                      "  
 27                      "  
 28                      "  
 29                      "  
 30                      "  
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BLA. MAY 
1 

 Unit moved to Luneburg and later re-directed to join 14 Lt Fd Amb 
at Echam. 

 

 2  Unit moved across Elbe and harboured at M.R. 797396  
 3  Unit moved into Lubeck  
 4  Dusting of PWX (British and Empire) Survey of DPs accommodation.  
 5  Unit moved to Neustadt  
 6  Clearing of Concentration Camp commenced - dusting with DDT.  
 7  Dusting with DDT continued, erection of latrines (ME type with 

                                                           screens) 
 

 8        As above "Eclipse"  
 9              do          Visited by ADH, 8 Corps.  
 10              do  
 11              do  
 12              do  
 13              do  
 14              do  
 15              do  

BLA. MAY 
16 

 "Eclipse" visited Haffkrug, DPs camp.  

 17  Dusting with DDT of camp personnel, Towns people continued together 
with the erection of latrines in Camp PW Cage, DPs Camp etc. 

 

 18         As above.  
 19           do  
 20           do  
 21           do  
 22           do  
 23           do  
 24           do  
 25           do  
 26           do    , provision of latrines at PW de-training centre.  
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 27  Dusting continued, provision of shower-baths at DPs Camp, Haffkrug, 
begun. 

 

 28         As above  
 29            do  
 30            do  
 31            do  

 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Division Ord Field Park 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year June 1944            Commanding Officer Major D.G. McFarlane 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Gaveston 
Place 

Maplehurst 

17 
June 

 H/Q Section with Capt G Brown and 8 ORs attached from ADOS Staff 
moved from Gaveston Place to Y Marshalling Area at Denmead near 
Portsmouth. 

 

 19 
June 

 A, B and C Bde Sections moved to Residue Concentration Area at 
Beach Hotel Worthing 

 

Y Marshalling 
Area 

26 
June 

 H/Q Section and attachments as above left Marshalling area for 
Embarkation Area 

 

 27 
June 

 H/Q Section and attachments embarked at Gosport  

 28 
June 

 H/Q Section less 4 vehicles 1 Water Trailer and 9 personnel 
landed in France at Jig Beach, passed through Assembly Area and 
took up location near Saint Gabriel 

 
DG McFarlane 
       Major 

Saint Gabriel
France 

30 
June 

 Remainder of H/Q Section (4 Vehicles, Water Trailer & 9 OR) 
landed in France and joined Main portion of H/Q Section. 15cwt 
Truck became casualty in Marshalling area and replacement 
obtained 
 
 
                                         DG McFarlane. Major 
                              15(S) Division Ord Field Park. 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Inf Div O.F.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year JULY 44             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. MCFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

SAINT GABRIEL 1  Issues of stores continues from HQ Section. Replenishment and unit 
requirement for which O.F.P. not scaled, obtained from 8 Corps 
Field Park and 104 B.O.D. 

 

 3  Jeep wheels and Tyres are in short supply  
 4  Bren Spare Barrels Assy not held by A.O.D. as item separate from 

Complete Bren Equipments. 
 

 5  Scaling of spares required by units for maintenance of 6 pdr, 17 
pdr & 25 pdr equipments. Steps being taken to increase quantities 
of packing washers etc, and to carry additional items. 

 

 8  Sights obtained with equipments 3" mortar found to be unmodified. 
New Type Range Strip demanded from Home Base 

 

ST CROIX 
GRANDE TONNE 

13.  Moved to new location at St Croix Grande Tonne.  

 14.  "C" Brigade Section landed and joined HQ Section.  
ST CROIX 

GRANDE TONNE 
20  "A" & "B" Brigade Sections landed & joined Main Party.  

BALLEROY 23  Unit moved to new location Sheet 6F/2 REF 696700.  
 31  Unit Strength 2 officers 77 O.Rs 

  Collection of stores from 17 AOD chiefly made by units own 
transport and assisted whilst under the command of 8 Corps by 
Corps SCU. Supply of stores from 17 A.O.D. satisfactory. 
 
 
                                            DG McFarlane. MAJOR. 
                            O.C. 15(S) INF. DIV. ORD. FIELD PARK. 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Inf. Div. O.F.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year August 1944.            Commanding Officer Major D.G. McFarlane 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Les Loges 1  Unit at this location  
Verney 5  Unit moved to new location at Verney  
Evanay 14  Unit moved to Evanay (on Caen sector).  
Bois de 
Cinglais 

17  Unit moved to Bois de Cinglais  

Ussy 22  Unit moved to Ussy  
Vimoutiers 25  Unit moved to location 3 miles S.W. of Vimoutiers  
Barquet 26  Unit moved to Barquet  
Venom 28  Unit moved to Venom  

 31  Strength of unit 2 Officers, 74 Other Ranks. 
 
 
                                                   DG McFarlane 
                                                          Major 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) INF. DIV. O.F.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year Sept 44             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. MCFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Ande 1  Unit crossed River Seine to location at Ande.  
Hornoy   Unit moved to new location at Hornoy  
Auxi le 
Chateau 

5  Unit moved to new location at Auxi le Chateau  

Watreloo 7  Unit moved to new location at Watreloo (near Lille)  
Londerzeel 10  Unit moved into Belgium - location Londerzeel J5874  
Sichem 12  Unit moved to Sichem.  
Gheel 15  Unit moved to Gheel  

Eindhoven 22  Unit moved into Holland - location Eindhoven  
 30  Strength of Unit - 2 officers 76 OR's. 

 
 
                                                   DG McFarlane 
                                                          Major 
 

 

  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15 (S) Inf. Div. O.F.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year October, 1944.            Commanding Officer Major D.G. McFarlane 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Eindhoven. 2  Unit moved to Helmond.  
Helmond. 25  Unit moved to Eindhoven.  
Eindhoven. 31  Receipt and issue of stores continued satisfactorily throughout 

the month. Strength of unit 2 Officers 78 O.R's. 
 
 
                                                     DG McFarlane
                                                           Major.
                                 O.C. 15 (S) Inf. Div. Ord.Fd.Pk.
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15 (S) Inf. Div. O.F.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year NOV 1944.            Commanding Officer Major D.G. McFarlane 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Eindhoven 1 0900 Unit moved to new location at Helmond. A 
Helmond 4  Strength of unit - 2 officers 78 O.R's /. 

" 11  Strength of unit - 2 officers 77 O.R's /. 
" 18  Strength of unit - 2 officers 77 O.R's /. 
" 25  Strength of unit - 2 officers 78 O.R's /. 
" 30  Receipt and issue of Ordnance Stores continued throughout the 

month. 
 
 
                                                   DG McFarlane 
                                                          Major 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15 (S) Inf Div O.F.P.  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year Dec 44             Commanding Officer Major D.G. McFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

HELMOND 3 0900 Bde Sub Sections A, B & C moved to new location at Panningen A. 
PANNINGEN 4  H.Q. Section (being remainder of Unit) moved to Panningen A. 

 25  Unit visited by ADOS. Christmas dinner was given in the oven of 
the brick kiln. 

A. 

 28  Unit visited by Major General CM BARBER, DSO, Commander 15 (S) Inf 
Div. 

A. 

 31  Receipt and issue of Stores continued throughout the month. 
Strength of Unit 2 officers 78 O.R's 
 
 
                                                   DG McFarlane 
                                                          Major 
 

/. 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15 (S) INF DIV O.F.P.  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year JAN 45             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. McFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

PANNINGEN 1st 1000 Lt Jones at 8 Corps Cinema Festival at Helmond  
 2 1000 Major McFarlane at 8 Corps Cinema Festival at Helmond.  
 10 1100 Unit moved to new location at ASTEN. Map Ref Sheet 3. E.7114. Folio 1. 

ASTEN 18 0800 Major McFarlane proceeded on leave to U.K.  
 24 1410 Unit moved to new location at GOIRLE 

Sheet 2A & 3A E.1427 
 
Folio 2. 

GOIRLE 31  Major McFarlane returned from U.K. leave. 
Receipt and issue of Ordnance Stores continued throughout the 
month 
Strength of Unit 2 officers and 77 O.R's 
 
 
                                                   DG McFarlane 
                                                          Major 
 

 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Inf Div O.F.P.  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year Feb 1945             Commanding Officer D.G. McFARLANE MAJOR 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

GOIRLE 1  Unit located at Goirle Appx A-1 
 7  HQ & C Sections moved to Nijmegen     " 
 16  A & B Sections joined HQ & C Sections at Nijmegen     " 
 18  HQ & C Sections moved to Nutterden     " 
 25  A & B Sections and HQ & C Sections moved to Goirle 

Receipt & issue of Ordnance Stores continued throughout the month 
  Strength of Unit Officers 2 ORs 76 
 
 
                                                 Jones Lt for O.C. 
 

Appx A-2 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) INF. DIV. O.F.P 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year MAR/1945             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. McFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

GOIRLE 1  Unit located at Goirle Appendix A-1 
 7  Unit moved to Moll Donk        " 
 16  A Section moved to East of Hamb        " 
 20  A Section moved to N.E. of Hamb, Nr Kapelein        " 
 21  HQ, B & C Sections joined A Section   - " - Appendix A-2 
 28  Unit moved to North of Bislich 

Receipt & issue of Ordnance Stores continued throughout the month. 
 
Strength of Unit Officers 1 ORs 74 
 

 
 
 
 
DG McFarlane 
 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Inf Div OFP 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year APRIL/45             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. McFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Bislich 1  Unit located at Bislich             ) Appendix A1 
" 4  A & B Sections moved to Rhede       )     " 

Laer 5  HQ & C Sections moved to Laer       )     " 
" 6  A & B Sections moved to Greven      ) Receipt &     " 

Rabber 7  HQ & C Sections moved to Rabber     ) Issue of     " 
Petershagen 10  HQ & C Secs moved to Petershagen    ) Ordnance     " 
Hagenburg 11  HQ & C Secs moved to Hagenburg      ) Stores     " 

" 11  A & B Secs moved to Petershagen     ) continued     " 
Eschede 12  A & B Secs moved to Hagenburg       ) throughout     " 

" 15  HQ & C moved to Eschede             ) the month     " 
Kl Herebeck 16  A & B moved to Eschede              )     " 
Suttorf 20  Unit moved to Kl Herebeck           )     " 

" 22  HQ moved to Suttorf                 ) Appendix A2 
" 27  C Sections joined HQ at Suttorf     )     " 
 28  A & B Sections joined HQ & C        ) 

Strength of Unit Officers 2 ORs 74 
 

    " 
 
DG McFarlane 
       Major 
 

 

  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 15(S) Inf Div OFP 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year May 1945             Commanding Officer MAJOR D.G. McFARLANE 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Suttorf 1  HQ & B Sections moved to Kruisen (R. Elbe crossed 2300 HRS) APPX A1 
Kruisen 2  HQ & B Sections moved to Schwarzenbek      " 

" 4  C Section joined HQ at Schwarzenbek      " 
" 5  A Section    "    "  "    "      " 
" 7 1400 Copy of digest of instrument of Surrender received by this unit 

from ADOS 15(S) Inf Div 
     " 

" 13 0600 HQ & B Sections moved to Stelmoor      " 
" 14 0600 A & C Sections joined HQ & B Sections      " 
   Strength of Unit Officers 2 ORs 75 

 
Receipt & issues of Ordnance Stores continued throughout the 
month. 
 
 
                                                     DG McFarlane 
                                                            Major 
 

 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or      Unit 305 ML & BU, RAOC  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required) 
Month and Year JUNE 1944           Commanding Officer CAPT K.M. NEWMAN 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

A.P.O. 1  Infm by DDOS 8 Corps that Bath Units must be prepared to move 
independently from Ldy. 

 
KMN 

A.P.O. 3  Bath U working as usual during past week - nos bathed 3445 
Route march. 

KMN 
KMN Appx A 3008 & 3009 

APO 4  Church parade in morning. Route march in afternoon. KMN 
APO 5  OC visited Corps HQ re important deficiencies KMN 
APO 6  Visit to Unit and talk to men by DDOS 8 Corps 

"D-Day" - no special activity in this area. 
KMN 
KMN 

APO 7  Notified re OC 8 Corps ORD residues. KMN 
APO 8  Visit by ADOS 15 (S) Div. Collected distribution box from DIDCOT KMN 
APO 9  Notified by DDOS 8 Corps approx date of move to theatre of ops. 

Collected overseas maps. 
 
KMN 

APO 10  Unit engaged on painting vehs during past week 
Bath U working as usual - nos bathed 2670 

KMN 
Appx B 3008 & 3009 

A.P.O. 13  Collect Bath U burners from DIDCOT. Recd message from CinC 21 A Gp KMN 
" 15  First raids by pilotless planes intermittently throughout the 

night. Purchased stores for DME Mod 672 on ORD EXFOR authy. 
 
KMN 

" 16  Visit from Sp Cashier. Raids again during night. KMN 
" 17  Visit from OC 8 Corps Residues. Raids during night. 

Unit completed veh painting during past week. Bath U programme 
restricted - nos bathed 320 - and revised 

KMN 
KMN 
KMN Appx C 3008 & 3009 

" 19 1130 Recd instrs from 21 A Gp via 110 MLBU to provide tpt to take 
laundry trailers from 110 MLBU to 101 MLBU. Lt RYE took convoy and 
trailers were delivered by 2100 hrs 

 
 
KMN 

" 20  OC attended conference at Corps Adm Post when it was agreed that 
MLBUs should NOT waterproof until notified 
Collected new 15 cwt truck in exchange for old one condemned by 
Wksps 

 
 
KMN 

" 
APO 

22  Phone call from War Office to collect technical stores from Didcot. 
January completed. 

 
KMN 

 24  Unit engaged on regt trg for entire week. KMN 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Bath U bathing Div residues. 
Instrs from OC 8 Corps Tps Residues to waterproof forthwith 

KMN 
    Appx D 3008 
           3009 KMN 

" 25  All vehs cleaned preparatory to waterproofing KMN 
WORTHING 26 1100 Notified by W. SUSSEX SUB DISTRICT and confirmed by 8 CORPS ADM 

POST to use open address w.e.f. forthwith 
 
KMN 

APO 27  Instrs received from 8 CORPS ADM POST cancelled use of open 
address. Started waterproofing. 

 
KMN 

" 30  Reft of 1 Sjt ST/LD arrived. Unit now at full str KMN 
 
  



ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or      Unit 305 ML&BU, RAOC  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required) 
Month and Year JUL 1944            Commanding Officer CAPT K.M. NEWMAN 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

APO 1  Modifications to water trailers completed. 
Unit engaged on regt trg during week, also dvrs on waterproofing. 

KMN 
KMN APPX A. 3008 & 3009 

" 2  Church parade KMN 
" 3/4/5  Dvrs on waterproofing, remdr of Unit on loading, also regt trg KMN 
" 6 1500 

 
1800 

Message from 8 C Tps Res that Bath Secs were being phased fwd and 
that move for them at short notice should be anticipated 
TPM from ORD EXFOR to collect from FELTHAM stores for Mod B733 to 
ldy there. 

 
KMN 
 
KMN 

 
 
 
 

APO 

7 0600 
0900 

 
1500 
1600 

Sent to FELTHAM for stores 
Contacted Comd Wksps re the mod, who said could be completed by 15 
Jul. 
Notified by 8 C Tps Res that Bath Sec now at 6 hrs notice 
Bath Sec completely loaded & ready to move 

KMN 
 
KMN 
KMN 
KMN 

" 8  REME insp waterproofing of vehs - all OK. KMN Appx B - 3008 & 9 
" 9  Waterproofing & loading completed. KMN 
" 11 1700 

 
1800 

TPM from SECO to contact CASTLE DONINGTON to collect 1 medium 
tractor in exchange for 1 3-ton lorry under authy IOWO/MOB/1638. 
Phoned CASTLE DONINGTON who know nothing about tractor, but said 
they would contact CHILWELL for infm. Notified SECO of sit. 

 
KMN 
 
KMN 

" 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APO 

12 1200 
 

1500 
1600 

 
 
 

1630 

Infm by CHILWELL that tractor was available at CASTLE DONINGTON and 
waterproofing kit for same at CHILWELL 
Sent NCO to collect tractor 
Message from 8 C Tps Res to say complete Unit now at 6 hrs notice. 
Sent offr to explain about tractor also that 4 ldy trlrs were still 
in wksps for modification 
OC 8 C Tps Res said he would contact BUCO & phone later. 
Infm wksps of urgency of trailer mods, who promised completion by 
13 JUL. 

 
KMN 
 
 
 
KMN 
KMN 
 
KMN 

" 13 1000 
1200 
1400 

OC 8 C Tps Res phoned to know posn - gave details 
Fourth trlr retd from wksps. 
Special Cashier advised 

KMN 
KMN 
KMN 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



1600 
 

1630 
 

2000 

NCO coll tractor phoned to say broken down near STREATHAM & infm 8 
C Tps Res of sit & was instr to report sit direct to BUCO 
Phoned BUCO who instr to get tractor, waterproof same and notify 
them when ready to be called fwd 
Fifth trailer retd from wksps 

KMN 
KMN 
 
KMN 
KMN 

" 
 
 
 

APO 

14 0100 
1000 

 
1200 
1200 
2100 

Tractor arrived 
Infm ADOS SUSDIT of deficiencies on tractor & was told that these 
were NOT available 
Last trlr retd from wksps 
Notified BUCO that Unit would be ready to move by midnight 
Loading and waterproofing of tractor completed 

KMN 
 
KMN 
KMN 
KMN 
KMN 

" 15 2300 Collected movement order from SUSDIS APPX C 3008 & 3009 KMN 
" 16 1100 Unit moved to marshalling area - no incidents - Unit split between 

three craft. 
KMN 

Camp A19 17 2330 HQ party under comd OC ordered to move to port of embarkation. KMN 
P of E 18 0330 Arrived port of embkn. KMN 

" 19 1530 Embarked on LST.  
COURSEULLES 20 1600 Disembarked & proceeded to 8 Corps residues camp. KMN 
PIERREPONT 22  Moved from residue camp to PIERREPONT 

Remainder of Unit embarked 
KMN                KMN 
KMN APPX D 3008 & 3009 

" 24    "        "   "  disembarked & joined HQ  
" 

PIERREPONT 
25  

1300 
2 Bath sub-secs ordered to 4 Armd Bde. Disinfector to 7 Armd Div 
Ordered to recce site for laundry sec SE of CAEN and to set up to 
wash for 7 Armd Div temporarily on 27th Jul. 

KMN 
 
KMN 

" 27 0500 
1900 
2130 

Moved ldy sec to new site at MONDEVILLE. 
Recd instrs from DDOS 8 Corps to evacuate ldy immediately 
Ldy evacuated. Saw ADOS 7 Armd Div who infm that a mistake had been 
made in sending ldy so far fwd, and that new site should be recced 
near THAON. Disinfector & 2 bath secs returned. 

KMN 
KMN 
 
 
KMN 

" 28  Recced site on R. MUC in THAON and moved Unit to it. 1 bath sub sec 
sent out to 13/18 HUSSARS 

 
KMN 

THAON 30  Unit ready to work but infm by DDOS 8 Corps that move to 15 Div 
area was imminent. 

APPX E 3008 & 9 
KMN 

" 31  Recced site in BALLEROY with ADOS 15 (S) Div. KMN 
 
  



ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or      Unit 305 ML&BU, RAOC  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required) 
Month and Year AUG 44            Commanding Officer CAPT K.M. NEWMAN 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

BALLEROY 2  Unit moved to site at BALLEROY KMN 
" 3  Visited by ADOS 15 (S) Div who infm that Div was soon moving to new 

sector, and suggested ldy site in DAMPIERRE. 
 
KMN 

" 5  Recced site in DAMPIERRE & reported to ADOS AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
(APPX. 'A') 

" 7  New proposed site not near enough to Div's new location, recced 
another at CATHEOLLES. 

 
KMN 

" 8  Visited ADOS who approved new site, but infm that ldy could not 
move there for a few days. 

 
KMN 

CATHEOLLES 9  Unit HQ & Bath sec moved to CATHEOLLES (7243) ldy still working at 
BALLEROY 

 
KMN 

" 10  Shuttle service for clean clothing now operating between ldy & bath 
secs. 

 
KMN 

" 12  Infm that Div moving to new sector, recced sites in MALTOT AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
(APPX. 'B') 

BALLEROY 13  HQ retd to BALLEROY, Bath sec moved under Div comd to MALTOT KMN 
" 15  Recced several sites in area BULLY KMN 
" 16  HQ moved to BULLY also 2 Bath sub secs. KMN 

BULLY 17  Ldy site found at GRIMBOSQ reported to ADOS & DDOS 8 Corps. Moved 
HQ to GRIMBOSQ. REs started mine clearing of site. 

 
KMN 

GRIMBOSQ 18  REs finished mine clearing - 6 "S" mines located KMN 
" 19  Ldy & Bath secs moved to GRIMBOSQ AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 

(APPX. 'C') 
" 23  Sites recced for Bath sec nr FALAISE. 

ADOS arranged for dump to be located at ldy site. 
 
KMN 

" 24  ADOS dump recalled. Bath sec joined Div OFP at USSY nr FALAISE. KMN 
" 25  Ldy sec came under comd DDOS 12 Corps. Bath sec went fwd under comd 

15 (S) Div 
 
KMN 

GRIMBOSQ 26  Notification recd of probable move of ldy AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
(APPX. 'D') 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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" 28  DDOS 12 Corps infm that Unit would move in conjunction with 107 & 
307 MLBUs on 2 Sep 

 
KMN 

" 29  Moved to THURY HARCOURT with other Corps ldys. KMN 
THURY 

HARCOURT 
30  Moved to EPINAY (Q8267) KMN 

 
  



ARMY FORM C.2118 
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References to Appendices 

EPINAY 2  Moved to ST CYR VAUDREUIL (R2595) on R. EURE AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
APPX 'A' 

ST CYR 3  Moved to ANDE (R2198) across R. SEINE KMN 
ANDE 4  Moved to SARNOIS (M8136) to harbour with other Corps ldys KMN 

SARNOIS 7  Moved to SERVINS (N3813) KMN 
SERVINS 9  Moved to ST SAUVEUR (J0842) crossing FRENCH-BELGIAN frontier AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 

APPX 'B' 
ST SAUVEUR 10  Recced site for working ldy at ST AMAND KMN 

" 11  Moved to ST AMAND (J5279) on R. SCHELDE KMN 
ST AMAND 12  Ldy in operation and clothing exchange with bath sec at LONDERZEEL 

working 
 
KMN 

" 13/16  Ldy in operation. KMN 
" 16  Visited ADOS 15 (S) Div and recced site in area AERSCHOT - SICHEM AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 

APPX 'C' 
ST AMAND 17 1340 

1600 
Glider crashed on Unit - 7 bodies recovered and buried in ST AMAND 
cemetery - crash reported to RAF and 12 Corps - Guard mounted on 
wreck 

 
 
KMN 

" 18 1800 
2300 

RAF inspected glider & guard dismounted 
Instrs from DDOS to move to SICHEM on 19th 

 
KMN 

" 19 1200 Unit moved to SICHEM (K0871) KMN 
SICHEM 20 0800 

1600 
Unit in operation at new site. 
Visited by DDOS 12 Corps 

KMN 
KMN 

" 21 1100 Went fwd with 15 (S) Div to recce site in EINDHOVEN KMN 
" 22 0800 Bath sec moved fwd with Div OFP KMN 
" 23 2330 Instrs from DDOS to move to WEZEL on 24th AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 

APPX 'D' 
" 24 1200 

1900 
Moved to WEZEL (K2591) unsuitable site. Visited 15 (S) Div & 12 
Corps and recd permission to move Unit to site previously recced at 
EINDHOVEN 

KMN 
 
KMN 

WEZEL 25 0700 Moved Unit to EINDHOVEN (E4017) crossing BELGIAN-DUTCH frontier KMN 
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EINDHOVEN 
 
" 

26 0900 
 

0800 

Unit in operation on clothing exchange with bath sec (also at 
EINDHOVEN) and on washing Div blankets. Visited by ADOS & AQ Div. 
107 ML&BU moved to same site. 

 
KMN 
KMN 

" 27  Unit in operation KMN 
" 28 1030 Posting order arrived for LT LEVIN to be cross-posted with LT 

SHARPE of 106 ML&BU. 
 
KMN 

" 29 1600 Visited by DDOS 12 Corps KMN 
" 30 0630 OC went to 2nd Army on instrs from DDOS to see about release of 

tractors in lieu of lorries for ML&BUs 
 
KMN AFG 3008 & 9  
APPX 'E' 
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EINDHOVEN 1 1800 
1200 

Unit came under comd 15 (S) Div 
LT SHARPE taken on str as Bath Sec Offr. 2 Bath sub-secs sent out 
to GEMERT. 

KMN 
 
KMN 

" 2 1000 
1430 

Instr by DDOS 12 Corps to contact 8 Corps re tractors for ldy. 
Visited by ADOS 15 (S) Div & ADOS 51 Highland Div. 

KMN 
KMN 

" 3 0900 Recced area HELMOND - GEMERT for ldy site KMN 
" 6 1630 Attended address by Div Comdr. KMN 
" 7 - New site for ldy found at HELMOND KMN AFG 3008 & 9  

APPX 'A' 
GEMERT 9 1030 Moved laundry to GEMERT (E571324) KMN 

" 11 1000 Collected new tractors from 8 Corps Veh Pk 
Present site flooded from exceptionally hy rain but ldy still 
working 

KMN 
 
KMN 

" 12 1700 ADOS agreed to ldy moving to site originally recced in GELDROP 
 

KMN 
 

GEMERT 14 1900 Very hy arty activity due North KMN AFG 3008 & 9 
      APPX 'B' 

GELDROP 15 1200 Moved unit to GELDROP (E4816) KMN 
" 16 0900 Unit working - visited by ADOS (15 (S) Div) KMN 
" 19  Wrote to ADOS asking whether anything can be done on manpower sit. 

as with this unit being mobilized on a Type B WE and holding Type A 
eqpt. The shortage is acute 

 
 
KMN 

" 20  Plant now badly in need of complete overhaul, have applied for 
permission to close down for 4 days for this 

 
KMN 

" 21  Great difficulty in getting spares for laundry. ADOS has agreed to 
"White Hot." 

KMN AFG 3008/9 
KMN   APPX 'C' 

" 22  Lt RYE sent to Laundry Automaint Depot in BRUSSELS to try for 
certain laundry spares - no success 
Indents white-hotted 

KMN 
 
KMN 

" 25 0900 Bath section withdrawn to Unit on change of location of Division KMN 
GELDROP 26 0900 ADOS has agreed to laundry closing from 29 Oct - 3 Nov KMN 
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" 28 1000 Bath sec offr recced site at TILBURG KMN 3008 & 9 
    APPX 'D'. 

" 29 1800 
2200 
2315 

Enemy air activity in direction of HELMOND 
 
Ordered by 15 (S) Div HQ to pack up laundry immediately owing to 
operational necessity and be ready to move at short notice, and to 
recce site HELMOND at first light. 

KMN 
 
 
 
KMN 

" 
 
" 
 
" 

30 0500 
 

0630 
 

1700 

Having worked by moonlight all night, laundry ready to move apart 
from one trailer which has been stripped 
Recced several sites in HELMOND - more suitable, but after finding 
out Town Major's commitments, site eventually found. 
Reported to Div HQ & was told to move laundry at first light. 

 
KMN 
 
KMN 
KMN 

HELMOND 31 0700 Moved Unit to HELMOND (E557217) KMN 
 
  



ARMY FORM C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or      Unit  305 ML&BU RAOC   
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required) 
Month and Year Nov 44            Commanding Officer CAPT K.M. NEWMAN 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

HELMOND 1 0830 2 Bath sub-secs ordered to ASTEN (M.R. 6113) KMN 
" 4/6 1400 Conference of ldy offrs called by DDOS. Arranged that OsC Units 

should submit proposals for revised WE. 
AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 

" 7 0700 
 

1200 
 

1400 

OC to TILBURG with a view to arranging laundry contract for Div 
Rest Centre 
Notification from Town Major to recce new site as existing one reqd 
by 2nd Army Railhead 
Previous message confirmed by Div HQ. 

 
KMN 
 
KMN 
KMN 

" 8 0900 Several sites recced. Agreed with Town Maj on occupation of De 
Wit's factory. 

 
KMN 

" 10 1400 Moved Unit to new site (557213) KMN 
" 11 0800 Visited DDOS 8 Corps to try to get urgent spares question settled - 

position most unsatisfactory as apparently spare parts for 
generators are not available in this theatre. 

 
 
KMN AFG 3008/9 

HELMOND 14  Gave up occupation of town bath-house KMN 
" 16 0800 Started new system of blanket exchange with No 4 BHL at Brussels KMN 
" 19   AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
" 20 0800 Bath section moved from HELMOND to ASTEN (MR 6113) KMN 
" 22 1400 Collected new 15 cwt truck on 2nd Army authy KMN 
" 25 

26 
 

0900 
 
2 bath sub-secs moved from ASTEN to HORST 

AFG 3008 & 9 
KMN 

" 28 0730 Vehs sent to MALINES on ADOS authy for collection of blankets for 
Division 

 
KMN 

" 30 0730 Generator (condemned as U/S) taken to Raoc wksps at BRUSSELS where 
a few laundry spares were available 

 
KMN 
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HELMOND 1  Recced site at BERINGEN on ADOS instructions - no use KMN 
" 2  Further areas for site - unsuccessful AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
" 9   AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
" 12  OC to BRUSSELS to collect new generator on instrs DADOS(L) 21 A Gp KMN 
" 16   AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
" 17 0830 Slight enemy air activity - two bombs dropped. KMN 
" 18  Closed 2 Bath sub-secs at ASTEN KMN 
" 23   AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
" 25  Unit not working today KMN 
" 28  OC unable to attend Laundry Conference at MOLL owing to ice & fog 

on roads 
 
KMN 

" 30  ADOS arranged laundry discussion for Bde QMs. AFG 3008 & 9 KMN 
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HELMOND 1 0845 Heavy enemy air activity for about 1 hr. Planes were attacking 
ground targets. Saw 3 hit by AA fire. 

 
KMN 

" 3 1000 Recd warning order to move to ASTEN KMN 
" 4 1100 Div Comd visited unit. Site recced at ASTEN KMN 

ASTEN 6 1600 Move completed and ORD was established (ADOS OFP & selves) KMN 
" 8  Difficulties with water supply - pump not strong enough KMN 
" 9 2200 Unit now working - introduced 3 shifts KMN 
" 13  Notified that Unit has to supply 14 men for compulsory transfer to 

Inf - only 9 men eligible 
 
KMN 

" 15  Continual breakdowns on laundry - spares situation so farcical as 
items such as boiler feed pumps are just not available 

 
KMN 

" 16  Borrowed odd spares from other units in attempt to get laundry 
operating. Six ST/LD attached for duty from No 3 BHL 

 
KMN 

ASTEN 17 0200 Improvisations have now put half unit in working order KMN 
" 18  9 ORs posted to Inf   5 replacements arrived KMN 
" 19 0300 Generator broken down - no spares available KMN 
" 21 1800 Generator patched up & 1 wing working. Contacted 307 MLBU to 

exchange 1 wing type A eqpt for 2 CCS trailers under authy 21 A Gp 
 
KMN 

" 23  1 wing handed over to 307 MLBU. 4 GD men arrived to complete 
reinforcements 

 
KMN 

" 24 1800 Site near TILBURG recced under Div instrs. KMN 
" 25 0800 Advance party sent to new site - closed laundry KMN 
" 27 0830 Unit moved to GOIRLE KMN 
" 28  Laundry operating. Bath secs sent to Bdes. Lt Sharpe on course KMN 
" 30 1500 1 CCS trailer collected from 307 MLBU. Report sent to ADOS re 

laundry spares on instrs from ORD EXFOR 
 
KMN 
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GOIRLE 4 0845 Corps Comd address to Offrs re forthcoming ops - 1 bath sec to 
NIJMEGEN 

 

" 7  CCS trailer recd end of Jan out of action, engine not timed 
correctly. 

 

" 9  Laundry completely out of action owing to lack of spares.  
" 12  Laundry operating again - Automaint contacted re urgent spares reqd 

Notification from 307 MLBU that 2nd CCS trailer now available 
 

" 14  CCS trailer recd.  
" 19  Indents to automaint, several of them met and the balance noted. 

Arrangements have also been made for local manufacture. 
Hy "V1" activity in ANTWERP direction. 

 

" 22  Ordered to recce site for laundry in HELMOND - recced and found 
suitable site 

 

" 24  Move to HELMOND cancelled  
" 27  Reverted to system of clothing exchange with both secs. 

Both secs all out to new locations. 
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GOIRLE 1 0930 Made arrangements with Civ Affairs for employment of 12 civs.  
" 4 1500 Div church parade, unit represented with 4 ORs  
" 5 1500 Parade and insp by GOC.  
" 7 0100 3 Refts arrived. 1 Cpl & 1 OR under close arrest  
" 8  Summaries of evidence being prepared  
" 11 0900 OC to ADOS re Bath secs - posn of secs being semi-permanently att 

to Bdes is unsatisfactory 
 

MOLL 12 0800 HQ moved to MOLL. Laundry remains at GOIRLE  
" 15  OC recced area KAPELLEN (Germany) for laundry site  
" 16 0700 Adv party sent to new location  
" 17 2000 Warning order for unit move on 19th  

GOIRLE 18 1400 HQ retd to GOIRLE  
KAPELLEN 19 0630 Unit moved to new site at KAPELLEN (A 0530) crossing DUTCH-GERMAN 

frontier 
 

" 20  9 Civs employed through Mily Govt.  
KAPELLEN 21 1700 Laundry in operation  

" 24 10-
1200 

Airborne ops seen with RHINE crossing  

" 25 2130 Unit m/c gunned by low flying aircraft - no cas  
" 26 1400 10 Rfts posted  
" 28  OC fwd over R. RHINE to recce new site in VISSEL  
" 29 2200 OC to ADOS re proposed move.  
" 30 0800 Adv party sent to new locn, and stores sent fwd  
" 31 2300 Laundry packed ready to move.  
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VISSEL 1 13.00 HQ and Laundry Sec crossed RHINE and moved to new locn at VISSEL 
Instr recd from ADOS that Unit would move fwd on following day. 

 

RHEDE 2 15.00 Unit moved to new locn at RHEDE  
" 3 14.00 

 
18.00 

Laundry erected and ready for operation. Lorries sent back to 
collect in dirty clothing from Bath Secs. 2 Bath Secs rejoined Unit 
while their Bdes were moving. 

 

" 4 10.00 
 

20.00 

LT SHARPE proceeded to ADOS 15(S) Div to arrange for a fwd dump to 
be established for clean clothing sups for Bath Secs. 1 further 
Bath Sec rejoined Unit. 

 

" 5 08.00 3 Bath Secs ordered out to sites to N. of Munster.  
" 6  O.C. recce'd area GREVEN for new laundry site. 4 lorry loads of 

clean clothing sent fwd to clean clothing dump at GREVEN 
 

" 7 06.00 
12.00 

LT. RYE with an advance party of 6 O.Rs proceeded fwd to GREVEN 
O.C. ill - admitted to 23 C.C.S. 

AFW.3008/9 

" 8  Laundry packed up preparatory to moving. 4 lorry loads of clothing 
& stores sent fwd to GREVEN. 

 

GREVEN 9 14.00 Unit moved to site at GREVEN to harbour only. LT RYE proceeded fwd 
to recce a site in area MINDEN, on ADOS instr. 

 

PETERSHAGEN 10 12.00 Unit moved to a site at a brickworks S. of PETERSHAGEN. Laundry 
erected on bank of WESER. 1 RD Sjt replacement arrived. 

 

" 11 10.00 Laundry operating. Div Tps Bath Sec rejoined Unit  
" 12 15.00 Boiler Fan Motor and Starter out of order. 1 CCS Trailer only in 

operation. 
 

" 13  Wksps attempting repair of Fan Motor.  
" 14  Wksps unable to repair motor and in view of urgency veh sent back 

to BRUSSELS for replacement. 
AFW.3008/9 

PETERSHAGEN 16  O.C. rejoined Unit on discharge from 23 C.C.S.  
" 17 08.00 

22.00 
LT RYE proceeded fwd to recce site in area UELZEN 
Veh retd from BRUSSELS with re-conditioned Boiler Fan Motor. 

 

" 18 09.00 1 Bath Sec placed under command 8 Corps for bathing duties at 
BELSEN concentration camp. 
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" 19 15.00 Boiler Fan Motor fitted and Laundry again working.  
" 20  LT RYE carried out further recce - area UELZEN - site found at 

BEVENSEN 
 

" 21 08.00 Advance party sent fwd to new locn, with quantity of clean 
clothing. 

 
AFW.3008/9 

" 22  Further quantity of clean clothing and stores sent fwd to BEVENSEN  
" 23  2 CCS Trailers sent fwd to new locn.  

BEVENSEN 24 12.00 Remainder of Laundry moved fwd. Laundry erected and ready to 
operate. 

 

" 25 07.00 Laundry operating to supply Bath Secs with clean clothing.  
" 27  LT. SHARPE visited Bath Sec still working at BELSEN Camp, Section 

working to capacity. 
 
AFW.3008/9 

" 29  
12.00 

American Tps moved into this area. Visit by C.O., of American 
Laundry Unit with view to taking over site when Unit moves out. 

 

" 30 10.00 Bath Sec operating at BELSEN returned to Unit. Approx 13,000 
persons bathed by the section whilst it operated at BELSEN. 
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BEVENSEN 1 08.00 One Bath Sec sent forward across ELBE to join DIV.      AFC 
S.9102 2  O.C. proceeded fwd to area SCHWARZENBEK to recce laundry site.      AFC 

" 4 15.00 Laundry ceased work preparatory to closing up for move fwd.      AFC 
" 5  Laundry packed up and stores loaded for move to new site.      AFC 

GROSSENSEE 6 14.00 Laundry sec and HQ moved to site by GROSSENSEE      AFC 
S.7362 7  O.C. proceeded on recce of the area for a more suitable site.      AFC 

" 8  Further recces carried out - no suitable vacant site available. 
1 Bath sec fwd with 46 Bde to KIEL 

     AFC 

" 9  Laundry erected on site at GROSSENSEE      AFC 
" 10 07.00 Laundry ready for operation. Change-over from Bath Unit exchanges 

to bulk system. 
 
     AFC 

" 12 14.00 Notification rec'd FGCsM provisionally fixed for 17 May 45 for 3 
O.Rs. 

 
     AFC 

" 14  On instr from ADOS, 15(S) Div, 2 IC carried out investigation of 
laundry facilities at LUBECK. Result :- Plants available too small 
for requirements and lack fuel. 

     AFC 
     AFC 
     AFC 

" 15  Investigation made of Civilian laundry facilities at HAMBURG. Only 
suitable plants are in operation for HAMBURG garrison. 

 
     AFC 

" 17  FGCs.M. postponed. Instr from ADOS to recce area LUBECK for 
suitable site 

 
     AFC 

" 19  Civilian laundries in areas BAD ODESLOE and BAD SEGEBERG 
investigated as to suitability for Div work. Results :- All plants 
seen, too small. 

     AFC 
     AFC 
     AFC 

" 21 07.00 One U/S CCS Mk III Laundry Trailer sent back to No 2 (Ldy) Sub 
depot for replacement. 

 
     AFC 

" 22 10.00 Posting order received for Capt K.M. Newman to proceed to 54 R.H.U.  
under Pickfords IV - RAOC Offrs. Advance party sent fwd to prepare 
new site at LUBECK. 

 
 
     AFC 

" 23 09.00 Lt SHARPE proceeded to AHRENSBURG to arrange for employment of 30 
German Civ women on Sock Repairing. Quantities of Woollen Vests & 
Drawers returned to S.C.U. after washing. 

 
 
     AFC 
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GROSSENSEE 24 08.00 Three loads of stores and clothing sent fwd to new locn.      AFC 
S.7362 26 17.00 Laundry ceased work in preparation for closing down. Laundry & 

stores packed. 
 
     AFC 

LUBECK. 
S.9594 

27 12.00 Unit HQ and Laundry Sec moved to new locn near LUBECK.      AFC 

" 28 12.00 Laundry erected and ready for operation.      AFC 
" 29 15.00 

 
16.00 

Capt. A.F. CHASEMORE arrived to take over command of Unit on 
posting of Capt. K.M. NEWMAN. 
Replacement CCS Mk III Trailer arrived from BRUSSELS (No 2 (Ldy) 
Sub Depot). 

 
     AFC 
 
     AFC 

" 30  New CCS Trailer in operation      AFC 
" 31 12.00 Notification rec'd, FGCs.M. for 3 O.Rs fixed for 4 June at 227 Bde 

HQ. 
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Field 1 - 6  Routine Duties AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'A') 

 7  Advance Party "Stand To" for Op "OVERLORD"  
 8  Advance Party move to Marshalling Area  
 9  Remainder of Coy "Stand To"  
 10  Portions 2 & 3 proceeded to Marshalling Area.  
 11  Advance Party embarked Millwall Docks, London  
 12  Main Party (Portions 2 & 3) at Marshalling Camps awaiting embarkation 

orders 
 

 13  Advance Party disembarked France. Portion No 2 embarked Southampton 
Docks. Portion 3 embarked Victoria Docks, London. 

 

 14  Main Party enroute France. Advance Party preparing conc. area for Div  
 15    do   do    do      do      do      do     do      do     do     do  
 16  Main Party disembarked France. Company concentrated at St. Gabriel.  
 17-23  Coy. engaged in moving Div. into Conc. area.  
 24  Coy. H.Q. moved to Cully. Sections engaged in moving Div troops up 

the line. 
AFs W 3008 & 9 
(Appx 'B') 

 25  Div troops in line and Sections allotted to Bdes for Op "EPSOM".  
 26  Commencement of Op "EPSOM". Coy HQ move to Putot-en-Bessin.  
 27  Op "EPSOM" No. 4 Portion embarked Southampton Docks.  
 28  Op "EPSOM"  
 29      -do-   No. 4 Portion disembarked France and joined Coy at Putot- 

                                                           en-Bessin.
 

 30      -do- 
Coy casualties to date: 1 Cpl evacuated to UK - accidental injury: 1 
L/C evacuated to UK - accidental injury: 1 L/C posted absent: 2 L/Cs 
evacuated with shrapnel wounds. (TOTAL: 1 Cpl (ACC) 4 L/Cpls (CMP) 
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Field 1  Op "EPSOM" AFs W 3008/3009 
(Appx 'A') 

 2  Div in reserve and Coy located at Secqueville-en-Bessin  
 3-14  Coy engaged in Traffic Duties in Div Area. Mobile and Foot Patrols in 

Div Area. C in C 21 Army Group at conference in Secqueville, NCOs for 
outriders and security duty on 6th July. 

AFs W 3008/3009 
(Appx 'B') 

 15  Coy located at St. Mauvieu. Op "GREENLINE". Sections allotted to Bdes 
for operation. 

AFs W 3008/3009 
(Appx 'C') 

 16  Op "GREENLINE"  1 Sjt., 2 L/Cpls killed by enemy action, 1 L/Cpl 
wounded. 

 

 17  Op "GREENLINE"  2 L/Cpls wounded  
 18  Coy HQ moved to Bronay. Sections detached from Bdes and returned to 

Coy. 
 

 19  1 Section for relief 44 Bde by 46 Bde.  
 20-

22 
 Coy personnel engaged in bringing up to standard M.T., G 1098 
equipment etc. Mobile patrols in Div area. 1 L/Cpl posted to Coy. 

AFs W 3008/3009 
(Appx 'D') 

 23  Sections allotted to Bdes for relief of 5 US Div by 15 (S) Div in 
Balleroy area. Coy engaged in move of Div to Balleroy area. 5 L/Cpls 
posted to Coy. 

 

 24-
27 

 1 Section at POW Cage. Coy located Nr Balleroy. Road patrols 
maintained in Div area. Coy personnel manning information posts and 
traffic points in Div area. 

 

 28  1 Section engaged on R.A. Dumping programme.  
 29  Secs allotted to Bdes for move to Marshalling Area for Op "BLUECOAT" AFs W 3008/3009 

(Appx 'E') 
 30  Op "BLUECOAT". Coy located in Caumont area.  
 31  Op "BLUECOAT"  
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                   DAPM 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-7  Op "BLUECOAT". AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'A') 

 8  "      "    Coy HQ plus 1 Sec established at La Plissoniere  
 9-13  "      "  
 14  Division moved to Amay Sur Orne area. Secs engaged in moving Div to 

new area. Coy HQ at Amay sur Orne plus 2 Sections. 
AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'B') 

 15  1 Sec for duty on relief of 44 Bde by 227  
 16  Coy HQ established at La Hutery. Secs engaged in moving Div to that 

area. 
 

 17  1 Section allotted to 46 Bde for duty.  
 18  Coy moved to Fresny les Vieux.  
 19  1 Section for duty with 44 Bde on relief of 227 Bde AFs W 3008 & 3009 

(Appx 'C') 
 20  Coy HQ at Falaise.  
 21  Traffic Points and Information Posts being manned in Div area.  
 22    -do        -do-       -do-       -do-      -do-        -do-  
 23  Coy HQ at Crecy. Sections allotted to Bdes for moves.  
 24   "   " "  "  
 25   "   " in Breglie area.  
 26   "   " at Colombon. AFs W 3008 & 3009 

(Appx 'D') 
 27  Coy in area Louviere. Sections allotted to Bdes for crossing of R. 

Seine. 
 

 28  ) Section personnel on point duty on  
 29  ) bridges over R. Seine.  
 30  ) P.O.W. Posts established. Coy HQ crossed R. Seine and established  
 31  ) in area of village ANDES.  

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 



Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or        Unit  15 (S) DIVISIONAL PROVOST COMPANY CMP 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year SEPTEMBER 1944             Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Captain, 

                   DAPM 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-2  Coy personnel manning Bridges over R. SEINE. Sections allotted to 
Bdes for Divl move. 

 

 3  Div moved to area La Fouillie. Personnel on Traffic Control duty. AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'A') 

 4-5  Div in area Villedieu la Montagne. NCOs on Road and Traffic Duty.  
 6  Div moved to area PECQ (Belgium). Coy HQ established in PECQ.  
 7  Secs with Coy H.Q. Static Foot Patrols in Div area.  
 8  Div moved to area AUDENARDE. NCOs for road and traffic duty for move.  
 9  Coy HQ at AUDENARDE. Static Foot Patrols in Div area AFs W 3008 & 3009 

(Appx 'B') 
 10  Div moved to area RAMSDONK. NCOs on duty signing and Policing route.  
 11  Secs with Coy. NCOs engaged on M.T. Maintenance.  
 12  Move of Div to area of WESTERLOO. Coy HQ at WESTERLOO.  
 13  NCOs on Traffic Duty on Bridges over ALBERT CANAL.  
 14  Div moved and established in area of GHEEL. Coy HQ at ZITTAART.  
 15  Static Patrols in Div area.  
 16-20  NCOs engaged on Point Duty, Patrol Duty in GHEEL and MOLL. NCOs on 

duty at Bridges over Canal. 
AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'C') 

 21  Div moved to area EINDHOVEN. Coy HQ at ZEELST. NCOs for Road and 
Traffic Duty for move. 

 

 22-26  NCOs on Point Duty in Div area. Sections with Bdes for Traffic Duty. AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'D') 

 27-28  Div moved to area ACHT. NCOs engaged on Point and Traffic Duty.  
 29  Div moved to area NIJNSEL.  
 30  Secs with Coy engaged on M.T. Maintenance. 

 
 
1 L/Cp1 involved in Traffic Accident 12 Sep. Received injuries from 
which he has since died. 
11 L/Cpl deficient in Company strength. 

AFs W 3008 & 3009 
(Appx 'E') 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 

Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or    Unit  15 (S) DIVISIONAL PROVOST COMPANY, C.M.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year OCTOBER 1944             Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Captain, 

                   DAPM 
 

Place 
 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-3  Company personnel engaged on Traffic Duty in Div area.  
 4  Divisional move. Secs allotted for duty to Bdes. Coy H.Q. established 

at Gemert. 
 

 5-23  Coy at Gemert. Engaged on Traffic Duty and Foot Patrols in Divisional 
Area. 

Appx 'A'(AFsW 3008&3009) 
  "  'B'(   "   "   "  ) 

 24  Div moved to area Oudenrode.   "  'C'(   "   "   "  ) 
 25   "    "    "  "   Oirschot.  
 26  Coy HQ at Oirschot. Sections for duty on Bridges in Div Area.  
 27  Div moved to Hilvarenbeek. Sections for duty with Bdes.  
 28   "    "   "  Tilburg.   "  'D'(AFsW 3008&3009) 
 29   "    "   "  Helmond.  
 30   "    "   "  Zomeren.  
 31  Coy HQ in Zomeren. 

 
 
   Coy deficient 2 L/Cpls. 1 Sjt overstrength. 
   1 Sjt applied for Commission. 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or       Unit  15 (S) DIVISIONAL PROVOST COMPANY, CMP 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year November 1944        Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Captain, DAPM 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-10  Company personnel engaged in Road and Traffic Duty within Divisional 
area. 

Appx 'A' -AFsW 3008&3009 

 10  NCOs for Traffic and Security duty on visit of General Dempsey to Div 
HQ 

 

 11-19  NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic duty in Div area. Appx 'B' -AFsW 3008&3009 
 20  Div to Deurne area. Coy HQ south of Deurne. Appx 'C' -AFsW 3008&3009 
 21-24  Company personnel engaged on Road and Traffic Duty in Div area.  
 25  Div move to Hegelsom. Coy HQ at Hegelsom. NCOs for road and traffic 

duty during move. 1 Sjt, 1 Cpl killed by enemy mines. 
Appx 'D' -AFsW 3008&3009 

 26-28  Coy NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic duty in Div area. Traffic duty   
on Bridges in Div area. 2 Sjts, 1 Cp1 posted from 120 Pro Coy. 

 

 29  Move to Panningen, of Div HQ. NCOs for Road and Traffic Duty during 
move. 

 

 30  NCOs on Point Duty etc. in Div area. 
 
1 Sjt granted immediate commission and posted to 120 Pro Coy as 
2/Lieut. on 29 Nov 44. 
Battle Casualties for month : 1 Sjt 1 Cpl killed. 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
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in manuscript. 

Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or      Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, 
          INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY         C.M. Police. 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year DECEMBER 1944           Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Capt. DAPM 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1  Div stationed in Panningen area. Coy HQ at Panningen. NCOs on Traffic 
Duty in Divisional area. 

 

 2-10  NCOs engaged on Traffic Duty and Speed Check Patrols in Div area. Appx 'A'(AFsW 3008&3009) 
 11     ditto         ditto        ditto       ditto       ditto 

Spare vehicle drivers being trained. 
Appx 'B'(AFsW 3008&3009) 

 12  Traffic Duty and Road Patrols by NCOs in Div area.  
 13     ditto         ditto        ditto. NCOs on Traffic and Security 

Duty on occasion of visit of Field Marshal Montgomery to present 
medals to Div personnel 

 

 14-15  NCOs engaged on road and traffic duty in Div area.  
 16       ditto         ditto        ditto    Leave Ballot, for leave to 

UK, held. 
Appx 'C'(AFsW 3008&3009) 

 17-23  NCOs engaged on road and traffic duty in Div area Appx 'D'(AFsW 3008&3009) 
 24-31       ditto         ditto        ditto     ditto        Appx 'E'(AFsW 3008&3009) 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or       Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, CMP 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year January 1945           Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Capt. DAPM 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-9  NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic Duty in Divisional area.  
 10     ditto       ditto      ditto       ditto. NCOs for duty on move of 

R.A. within Div area. 
 

 11  NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic Duty in Divisional area. 1 Officer 
and 1 Cp1 despatched to CMP Depot, Mytchett for course, prior to 
being attached for duty to CMP Depot in BLA 

 

 12  NCOs engaged on road and traffic duty in Div area  
 13     ditto       ditto      ditto       ditto.  NCOs as escort to Corps 

Commander on his visit to HQ 44 Bde 
 

 14  NCOs engaged on road and traffic duty in Div area. NCOs for duty on 
move of R.A. within Divisional area. 

 

 15-18  NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic duty in Div area.  
 19      ditto      ditto      ditto      ditto    1 Sec attached to 44 

Bde on occasion of Bde move to Belgium for special training 
 

 20  NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic duty within Div area. 227 Bde 
relieved by R.M. Commando - NCOs on duty for this move. 

 

 21  NCOs on Road and Traffic duty in Div area.  
 22      ditto     ditto      ditto   1 Officer (Sub) posted to this Unit.  
 23      ditto     ditto      ditto  
 24  Div move to Helvourt area. Coy HQ in Helvourt. NCOs on road duty for 

this move. 
 

 25  1 Officer and 5 NCOs on duty for move of RA Regt to new location.  
 26  NCOs on Road and Traffic duty in new area.  
 27  1 Section returned to Coy on being detached from 44 Bde.  
 28-31  Street patrols in force in Div area. Information Post established in 

Tilburg. 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or    Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, C.M.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year FEBRUARY 1945          Commanding Officer R.A. Evans Lieut., RA. 

 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-3  Street Patrols in Tilburg. Information Post established in Tilburg. 
Advance Party proceeded to new location at Nijmegen. 

AFsW 3008 - 3009 

 4  Sections allotted to Bdes for move to new area.  
 5  Sections on road and traffic duty on occasion of Bde moves. Div HQ 

move to Nijmegen. Coy HQ established in Nijmegen. PW Cage 
established. 

 

 6  Sections with Bdes and preparations being made for Operation 
"VERITABLE" 

 

 7             do      do     do     do    do    do    do    do 
NCOs engaged on Security Patrols in Nijmegen 

 

 9-10  Operation "Veritable" AFsW 3008 - 3009  
 11  Div move into Germany. HQ established in area Kranenburg.  
 13-14  Op "VERITABLE"  Div HQ move to CLEVE. Coy HQ established in CLEVE  
 15-17  Op "VERITABLE"  Anti-looting patrols in CLEVE AFsW 3008 - 3009  
 18  Op "VERITABLE"  
 19  Op "VERITABLE"  Div HQ move to Bedburg. Coy HQ in Bedburg.  
 20-25  Op "VERITABLE"  Move to GOCH area 22nd Feb. AFsW 3008 - 3009  
 26  Division moved to BOXTEL (Holland) for rest period. NCOs on road and 

traffic duty for this move. 
 

 27  NCOs engaged on vehicle maintenance, cleaning of equipment etc.  
 28          do           do         do          do  
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or      Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year March 1945        Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Captain, DAPM 
 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-3  Company NOOs engaged on maintenance of vehs and equipment after ops AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 4  Company NCOs for duty at Div Church Parade and Massed Bands Display 

at Tilburg 
 

 5  1 Sec for duty with Bde for move to new area. Remainder of Coy 
engaged on maintenance etc. 

 

 6  Coy move to Zonhoven (Belgium). NCOs for Road and Point duty.  
 7-12  Coy HQ in Zonhoven. Foot and Mobile patrols in Hasselt, Zonhoven and 

Div area. 
AFsW 3008 & 3009 

 13  NCOs for Security and Escort duty on occasion of Field Marshal 
Montgomery's visit to Div HQ 

 

 14-16  3 Secs for Exercise with Bde (River crossings)  
 17-20  Foot and Mobile patrols in Hasselt, Zonhoven and Div area. AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 21-22  Night move of Coy to Sonsbeck. NCOs for Road and Point duty for move.  
 23  Sections attached to Bdes for Op "TORCHLIGHT"  
 24  Op "TORCHLIGHT". 2 NCOs killed - 6 NCOs wounded. AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 25  Coy move to area Xanten. NCOs for Road and Point duty. Op 

"TORCHLIGHT" 
 

 26  Coy move across River Rhine to Bergen. Op "TORCHLIGHT"  
 27-28  Op "TORCHLIGHT"  
 29  Coy move to Hamminkeln.  
 30-31  NCOs engaged on maintenance of vehs etc. Patrols and Point duty in 

Div area. 
AFsW 3008 & 3009 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. 
C.2119. If this is not available, and for 
Intelligence Summaries, the cover will be prepared 
in manuscript. 

Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or    Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, C.M.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year April '45           Commanding Officer J.A. Booth Capt. DAPM 
 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1-3  Coy HQ at Hamminkeln. NCOs engaged on Road and Point duty in Div Area  
 4  Move to Teklenburg. NCOs on Point Duty and Route signing.  
 5  Sections allotted to Bdes for Operational duties  
 6  Div HQ move to Lavelsloh. NCOs on Point Duty and Route Signing.  
 7-9  NCOs engaged on Traffic and Point Duty in Div area AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 10  Div HQ move to Hagenberg. NCOs on Road and Traffic Duty for move  
 11   "   "  "   "  Fuhrberg    "   "   "    "    "      "    "   "  
 12   "   "  "   "    Celle     "   "   "    "    "      "    "   "  
 13   "   "  "   "   Eschede    "   "   "    "    "      "    "   "  
 14   "   "  "   " Hooseringen  "   "   "    "    "      "    "   " AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 15   "   "  "   "  Hamerstorf  "   "   "    "    "      "    "   "  
 16-18  NCOs engaged on civilian veh checks and traffic duty in Div area  
 19  Div HQ move to Barum. NCOs on Road duty and Route signing for move  
 20   "   "   "   " Scharenbeck. NCOs on Road duty and Route signing for 

move 
 

 21  NCOs on duty for evacuation of civilians from Bde area. AFs W 3008 & 3009 
Field 22-27  NCOs on Mobile Patrol duty, Civilian Check Duty and Point duty in Div 

area 
 

 28  Secs allotted to Bdes for Op "ENTERPRISE" AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 29  Op "ENTERPRISE"  
 30  Move to Juliusburg. NCOs on Road duty and Route signing for move.  
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. 1. 
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Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

              or    Unit  15 (S) Divisional Provost Company, C.M.P. 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

(Delete heading not required). 
Month and Year May 1945           Commanding Officer Captain J.A. BOOTH RA. 
 
 

Place 
 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1  Coy H.Q. at Juliusburg. Secs attached Bdes for moves. 1 Sec at Kiel 
for duty 

 

 2  Move to Brunstorf. Coy personnel engaged on Road and Traffic duty.  
 3  Move to Grande. Coy NCOs engaged on Road and Traffic duty.  
 4  Move to Hammoor. "    "     "     "   "   "      "     "  
 5  Secs attached to Bdes for duty. Patrol Duties, PW Duties. AFsW 3008 & 3009 
 6-13  NCOs engaged on Police duties - Road and Veh checks. Mobile & Foot 

Patro1s 
AFsW 3008 & 3009 

 14  Move to Wohldorf. Secs stationed in towns in Div area. Engaged on 
Mobile and Foot patrols, PW Duties etc. 

 

 15  Road and Traffic Duties. In Div area. Mobile Patrols. 2 Secs 
stationed in Lubeck. 

 

 16-31  Coy HQ in Wohldorf. NCOs engaged on Foot & Mobile Patrols, Traffic 
Checks, P.W. Duties etc in Div area. 

AFsW 3008 & 3009 
AFsW 3008 & 3009 
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